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i)r.  William  H,  Allen,  author  of  Efficient  Democracy' and  Secretary  of  the 
Bureau  of  Municipal  Research*  is  to  be  the  speaker  at  the  regular  monthly 
meeting  of  The  Woman's  Municipal  League,  to  he  held  on  January  16,  at  it  a,m,, 
at  the  Headquarters,  19  East  26th  Street* 

Josephine  Redding,  Secretary. 


At  the  Central  Committee  meeting 
held  on  December  i8th  it  was  voted 
''that  office  hours  at  the  League  head- 
quarters should  be  from  10  A.  M.  to 
I  P.  M.  and  from  3  P.  M.  to  4  P.  M., 
this  arrangement  to  be  tried  for  one 
month."  The  object  of  the  new  time 
schedule  is  to  increase  the  efficiency 
of  the  office. 

District  Branches 

A  meeting  of  the  Greenwich  Branch 
was  held  on  Tuesday,  December  loth, 
at  half-past  eight  o'clock,  at  No.  28 
Fifth  Avenue. 

Miss  Day  introduced  Dr.  John 
Bensel,  Commissioner  of  Docks,  as 
the  speaker  of  the  evening,  and  gave 
a  short  description  of  The  Woman's 
Municipal  League  and  its  aims. 

Commissioner  Bensel  said: 

He  thought  few  people  realized  that 
the  municipal  problems  of  the  govern- 
ment at  the  present  time  increased  at 
a  faster  ratio  than  the  population. 
This  he  considered  especially  true  of 
the  Department  of  Street  Cleaning. 
During  Mayor  Low's  administration 
the  street  commissioners  attempted  to 
drive  the  push-carts  off  the  streets. 


This  Mr.  Bensel  did  not  approve  of, 
thinking  that  the  effect  of  such 
changes  upon  the  body  politic  rather 
than  upon  particular  individuals 
should  be  considered.  At  the  present 
time  there  is  a  large  army  of  push- 
cart men  (eight  where,  twenty-five 
years  ago,  there  was  one)  supplying 
a  great  proportion  of  the  population 
of  the  city  with  food  and  clothing.  It 
was  only  four  years  ago  that  the 
economic  and  scientific  handling  of 
the  city's  waste  began  to  be  touched 
upon.  The  bulk  of  the  daily  waste  of 
New  York  would  form  a  line  of  ma- 
terial three  feet  square,  which  would 
reach  from  the  Washington  Arch  to 
the  northern  part  of  Central  Park.  Of 
late  years  the  city  has  been  developing 
and  adding  to  Riker's  Island,  and  it 
now  proposes  to  increase  its  area  by 
350  acres,  and  to  remove  to  Riker's 
Island  as  many  of  the  prisons,  hospi- 
tals, and  poor  houses  as  possible,  using 
their  present  sites  for  recreation  cen- 
ters. These  recreation  centers,  pro- 
viding, as  they  do,  opportunity  to  em- 
ploy the  activities  of  the  people,  are 
considered  very  necessary  for  the 
proper  physical  development  of  the 
children  of  the  coming  city.    The  De- 
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partment  of  Street  Cleaning,  like  the 
other  departments,  finds  great  difficulty 
in  trying  to  keep  up  with  the  demands 
of  the  present  day.  The  sewer  plan, 
in  which  there  has  been  no  change 
during  the  past  thirty  years,  has  be- 
come inadequate  now  that  some  of 
the  larger  office  buildings  accommo- 
date as  many  as  five  thousand  people. 
The  continual  changes  of  administra- 
tion are  a  hampering  influence  to  the 
carrying  out  of  a  well-planned  devel- 
opment of  a  beautiful  city.  These 
difficulties  could  be  obviated  only  by 
retaining  in  office  a  trained  body  of 
expert  men  who  would  work  along 
generous  and  broad-minded  lines,  and 
not  try  to  change  business  operations 
in  a  short  time. 

The  congestion  of  the  traffic  in  the 
city  might  be  relieved  if  as  much  as 
possible  of  the  carting  of  food  and 
clothing  were  done  at  night  by  trucks 
which  would,  of  course,  be  made  as 
quiet  as  possible.  All  persons  en- 
gaged in  work  necessitating  the  tear- 
ing up  of  pavement  in  busy  streets 
should  be  obliged  to  keep  the  holes 
they  make  covered  over  during  the 
day  time  during  the  hours  when  traffic 
is  at  its  height.  All  cleaning  of  the 
streets,  also,  might  be  done  at  night. 

In  no  way  is  the  growth  of  the  city 
emphasized  more  than  by  the  manner 
in  which  the  snow  is  at  present  re- 
moved. Not  many  years  ago  it  was 
never  carted  away  at  all.  Last  year  a 
million  and  a  quarter  dollars  were 
spent  in  this  way,  and  if  the  people 
continue  to  demand  the  more  thor- 
ough removal  of  the  snow  as  they 
have  done  during  the  past  few  years, 
the  cost  of  its  removal  will  this  year 
amount  to  two  and  a  half  million. 

The  Department  of  Docks  and  Fer- 
ries, for  which  Commissioner  Bensel 
has  worked  in  one  way  or  another 
during  the  past  twenty  years,  was 
created  in  1870.  It  being  chiefly  en- 
gineering has  followed  out  a  definite 
plan,  and  since  that  time  has  cost  the 
city  ei2:hty  millions,  and  now  has  an 
annual  income  of  five  millions.  The 
railroad  companies,  if  they  were  al- 


lowed to  do  so,  would  preempt  the 
water  front,  to  the  exclusion  of  steam- 
ship lines,  and  would  be  willing  to  pay 
an  annual  rental  of  about  $120,000 
for  a  pier  for  which  one  of  the  trans- 
Atlantic  steamship  lines  pays  only 
$74,000,  but  this,  Mr.  Bensel  ex- 
plained, was  necessary  to  keep  New 
York's  position  as  a  great  port,  as 
the  transatlantic  lines  abroad  are  not 
made  to  pay  so  much  and  would  not 
be  willing  to  do  so  here.  At  the  pres- 
ent time  Brooklyn,  a  city  of  about  a 
million  and  a  quarter  inhabitants,  is 
being  connected  by  the  bridge  over 
Ward's  Island,  through  Green  Valley 
and  Jamaica,  with  the  great  railroad 
terminals  in  New  York  City.  This  will 
probably  add  greatly  to  the  growth  of 
Brooklyn  during  the  next  few  years, 
and  will  help  to  develop  her  twenty 
miles  of  water  front,  where  there  are 
now  being  built  three  miles  of  modern 
wharfing  and  docking  facilities,  with 
piers  a  quarter  of  a  mile  long,  each 
accommodating  four  of  the  largest  of 
our  modern  steamships.  The  munici- 
pal ferries  now^  in  operation  to  South 
Brooklyn  and  Staten  Island  provide 
the  best  accommodations,  and  homes 
outside  the  Borough  of  Manhattan  are 
thereby  made  possible  for  many  peo- 
ple. They  also  develop  the  assess- 
able value  of  property.  This  lat- 
ter result  is  well  exemplified  by 
Staten  Island,  where  there  are 
now  many  blocks  of  small  houses 
on  land  which  was  before  occupied  by 
truck  farms.  But  owing  to  the  bridges 
and  tunnels,  these  ferries  are  now  run 
at  a  loss,  and  if  they  are  continued 
will  cost  the  city  one  million  dollars 
during  the  coming  year,  though  this 
is  offset  somewhat  by  increased  valua- 
tion of  land  for  taxation  by  the  city. 
The  growth  of  the  city  is  shown  by 
the  fact  that  piers  on  Manhattan 
Island  which  ten  years  ago  accommo- 
dated the  largest  steamships  afloat, 
are  now  so  much  too  small  that  it  has 
been  necessary  for  the  city  to  dredge 
out  land  to  a  distance  of  about  two 
blocks  from  the  shore  in  order  to  build 
piers  equal  to  the  present  require- 
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ments.  There  is  still  plenty  of  water 
front  in  the  Borough  of  Brooklyn  and 
Queens,  and  on  Manhattan  Island 
above  Twenty-third  street,  and  there 
are  fifty  miles  of  water  front  on  Staten 
Island  of  almost  primeval  conditions. 

The  Commissioner  said  further  that 
associations  such  as  ours  should  not 
be  led  astray  by  agitators,  but  should 
w^ork  along  strong  and  definite  lines 
for  the  improvement  of  the  city,  and 
not  lose  sight  of  the  effect  of  small 
demands  upon  the  city  treasury. 

He  then  spoke  of  the  plan,  which 
was  never  adopted,  drawn  up  by  the 
City  Improvement  Committee,  of 
w^hich  he  was  a  member.  A  really 
beautiful  city,  he  said,  could  be  creat- 
ed by  having  each  of  its  features  ex- 
press the  purpose  for  which  it  was 
constructed.  He  condemned  as  inap- 
propriate the  building  of  "Greek  Tem- 
ples" and  the  cultivation  of  trees  in 
the  city.  He  concluded  by  praising 
the  present  administration,  which  he 
represented  as  tryin?:  to  enforce  the 
law  as  it  was  found  written. 

Mr.  Mitchell,  Vice-President  of  the 
Washington  Square  Association,  then 
spoke  a  few  words,  defending  the 
plantino:  of  trees  in  our  city  streets, 
and  requesting  the  women  of  the 
Municipal  League  to  co-operate  with 
the  Tree  Planting  Committee  in  this 
\\-ork. 

Twenty-nine  persons  were  present. 

GREENWICH. 

As  both  the  November  and  Decem- 
ber meetings  of  the  Greenwich  branch 
have  been  held  since  the  last  meeting 
of  the  Central  Committee  of  the  W. 
M.  L.,  I  send  reports  of  the  tw^o.  and 
of  the  evening  meeting  on  December 

TOth. 

At  the  refjular  monthly  meetinc:, 
November  21  (unavoidably  delayed 
until  then)  it  was  decided  to  raise  the 
dues  to  at  least  $1.50.  with  $5,  $to 
and  $25  dues  in  adddition.  and  that  $t 
for  each  member  be  sent  the  League. 
It  was  also  suggested  that  we  co- 
onerate  as  much  as  possible  with  the 
\\'ashin'^ton  Square  Association. 


Miss  Kittredge  will  represent  the 
district  on  the  Tenement  House  Com- 
mittee this  winter. 

Members  having  suggestions  to 
make  to  the  Charter  Revision  Com- 
mittee were  asked  to  send  them 
through  the  secretary  of  the  League ; 
it  was  voted  to  ask  the  Committee 
whether  the  question  of  the  present 
inadequate  flushing  of  the  streets  had 
been  considered,  and  w^hether  under 
the  revised  charter  the  Department  of 
Street  Cleaning  will  have  adequate 
power  for  this,  and  the  removal  of 
building  materials,  etc.,  left  in  the 
streets  for  an  unnecessary  length  of 
time.  The  members  present  were 
asked  to  write  Borough  President 
Ahearn  about  the  neglected  condition 
of  the  Jefferson  Market  town  clock. 

It  was  voted  to  discontinue  notices 
by  post  card  to  members  of  the  ordi- 
nary monthly  meeting,  as  the  Bulle- 
tin will  in  future  contain  a  calender 
of  all  district  meetings,  and  members 
are  urged  to  remember  to  consult 
that. 

It  was  decided  to  write  Dr.  Dar- 
lington, Commissioner  of  Health,  and 
request  him  to  suggest,  in  view  of 
the  recrudescence  of  spitting  in  the 
cars — to  the  ^letropolitan  Street  Rail- 
road—that their  detectives  be  sent  out 
to  watch  the  conductors,  etc.,  in  the 
interests  of  the  company,  should  be 
told  to  include  spitting  in  their  work. 

The  evening  meetin-^  held  on  De- 
cember loth  at  28  Fifth  Avenue,  was 
decidedly  a  success  in  spite  of  very 
bad  weather,  and  about  half  the  audi- 
ence were  men.  The  chairman  intro- 
duced Commissioner  Bensel  and  gave 
a  short  account  of  the  W.  M.  L.  and 
its  aims.  Commissioner  Bensel  sDoke 
interestingly  on  the  general  subject  of 
City  Betterment,  a  report  of  his  speech 
being  subjoined. 

Special  thanks  are  due  ATrs.  Law- 
ton,  Mrs.  Van  \\'oert  and  Miss  Kerr 
for  the  success  of  the  meeting. 

The  regular  December  meeting  was 
held  December  T5th.  Letters  were 
read  from  Borough  President  Ahearn, 
Dr.  Darlington.  Mrs.  Garlin  Spencer 


and  others ;  a  vote  of  thanks  given 
Mr.  Bensel ;  and  arrangements  for  an 
ItaHan  meeting  for  January  at  Rich- 
mond Hill  House,  were  made. 

K.  S.  Day,  Chairman. 

MURRAY  HILL. 

The  regular  monthly  meeting  of 
this  Branch  was  held  on  Wednesday, 
November  27th,  at  ten  o'clock.  An 
amelioration  of  the  conditions  in 
transit  facilities  was  decided  upon  for 
the  winter's  campaign  work.  The 
members  were  requested  to  bring  in 
reports  based  upon  personal  observa- 
tion of  the  untidiness  of  cars  and  con- 
ductors, the  reports  to  include  correct 
dates  and  the  numbers  of  both  cars 
and  conductors. 

It  was  also  found  necessary  to  make 
further  complaints  of  the  smoke  nuis- 
ance. 

The  Treasurer  reported  $53  in  the 
bank.  Miss  Van  Amringe's  letter  of 
resignation  as  Secretary  was  received 
with  regret. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

A.  H.  Greenleaf,  Secretary. 

RIVERSIDE. 

Very  unexpectedly  to  me,  I  was 
elected  chairman  of  the  Riverside 
Branch  at  its  last  meeting,  held  at 
the  residence  of  Mrs.  Curtis  on  Tues- 
day, December  3,  to  fill  out  the  un- 
expired term  of  the  late  chairman, 
Mrs.  MacDougall.   who  resigned. 

A  conference  with  some  of  the  most 
earnest  workers  of  the  Branch  has 
taken  place  and  plans  for  the  winter's 
work  have  been  formed ;  it  is  too 
early  as  yet  to  report  on  these. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Ida  S.  Cohen, 

Chairman. 


Kip's  Bay  Reception 

Kip's  Bay  District  usually  holds  its 
regular  meeting  on  the  Tuesday  pre- 
ceding the  meeting  of  Executive  Com- 
mittee, at  five  o'clock,  at  the  home  of 
members.  The  January  meeting, 
however,  will  be  held  on  Tuesday, 
January  21,  at  Friends'  Seminary, 
226  East  1 6th  Street,  at  four  o'clock. 

Mrs.  Richard  Aldrich  and  Mrs. 
Rosalie  Loew  Whitney  are  expected 
to  make  addresses  upon  *'The  Possi- 
bilities of  the  Woman's  Municipal 
League."  There  will  be  tea  and 
music.  All  members  of  the  League 
are  cordially  invited  to  be  present. 


Morrisania  Entertainment 

A  Progressive  Euchre,  to  raise 
funds  for  the  completion  of  the  sum 
needed  to  erect  a  fountain  at  138th 
Street  and  Third  Avenue,  will  be 
held  on  January  14  at  8  P.  M.  at  the 
residence  of  Mrs.  J.  Breslin,  773  Pros- 
pect Avenue  (half  block  south  of 
Prospect  Avenue  station).  All  mem- 
bers of  the  Leas^ue  are  invited.  Prizes 
and  good  music. 


Former  Commissioner  of  Labor 
Tells  of  Year's  Work 
(Special  to  the  N.  Y.  Tribune.) 

Albany,  Jan.  i. — The  report  of  P. 
Tecumseh  Sherman,  former  Commis- 
sioner of  Labor,  transmitted  to  the 
Legislature  to-day,  covering  the  work 
of  the  bureaus  in  his  charge,  makes 
recommendations  concerning  desired 
legislation,  and  contains  all  laws  now 
in  force  affecting  labor.    For  the  first 


Treasurer's  Statement  of  Riverside  Branch 

for  Month  Ending  December  ist,  igoy 


Receipts. 

Nov.  I  St — Cash  on  hand. .  .  .1:62.38 

Membership  dues,    20.00 

Donations   10.00 


)2.38 


Disbursements. 
Cash  on  hand  ^92.38 


  ^92.38 

Cornelia  Mount, 

Acting  Treasurer. 
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time  in  years  the  Legislature  has  made 
provision  for  a  force  adequate  to  per- 
form the  duties  devolving  on  the 
department.  An  assistant  factory  in- 
spector, a  medical  inspector,  an  in- 
spector of  tunnels,  an  assistant  coun- 
sel, tv^o  mediators,  four  additional 
factory  inspectors  and  eight  other 
employes  were  added  to  the  force  on 
October  i.  A  detailed  account  is 
given  of  the  enforcement  of  the  fac- 
tory laws  and  the  difficulties  encoun- 
tered, together  with  a  comparison  with 
the  English  and  other  foreign  sys- 
tems. In  general,  the  laws  have  been 
well  enforced,  and  save  in  a  few  cases 
conditions  are  better  than  ever  before. 

The  vigorous  campaign  against 
child  labor  continues.  Twenty-five 
hundred  children  illegally  employed 
were  discharged  on  orders  of  inspec- 
tors. The  principal  violations  were 
due  to  misrepresentations  of  age  by 
children  and  parents  and  to  ignorance 
of  the  provisions  of  the  law  on  the 
part  of  employers.  Numerous  prose- 
cutions were  brought  in  child  labor 
cases,  and  a  fair  proportion  of  con- 
victions secured.  These  prosecutions 
require  much  time,  however,  and  are 
often  thrown  out  bv  hostile  magis- 
trates. Regarding  this  the  Commis- 
sioner says : 

Intentional  violations  have  been  pretty 
well  wiped  out  and  unintentional  violations 
due  to  ignorance  of  the  law  materially 
reduced.  Rut  in  reducing  unintentional 
violations  due  to  carelessness  w^e  have  not 
made  p-oijress  proportionate  to  our  efforts, 
for  the  mao:istrates  to  g:enerally  reo:ard  such 
offences  even  where  serious  and  continued 
after  repeated  warnings,  as  "technical," 
have  accepted  unsworn  and  unlrue  state- 
ments of  mitigating  circumstances  as  de- 
fences without  hearing  the  inspectors  to 
contradict  them,  and  have  dismissed  the 
strongest  cases  against  the  worst  off"enders 
and  thereby  indirectly  rebuked  the  inspec- 
tors for  bringing  them. 

The  Commissioner  protests  against 
age  as  a  test  of  fitness  to  work,  since 
in  many  cases  children  of  the  required 
age  are  physically  unfit  for  their  tasks, 
and  also  on  account  of  the  difficultv  in 
obtaining  proof  of  the  age  of  a  child. 
Physical  fitness  for  the  task  performed 


should  be  made  the  standard  for  em- 
ployment, so  that  protection  might  be 
given  children  of  all  ages  and  the  bur- 
den of  proving  a  violation  rendered 
less  difficult. 

The  enforcement  of  the  law  con- 
cerning hours  of  labor  of  women  and 
children  is  extremely  difficult  and  its 
provisions  should  be  modified. 

The  factory  law  requires  that  all 
owners  of  tenements  where  work  is 
performed  obtain  a  license.  Before 
the  license  is  granted  the  premises 
must  be  placed  in  a  sanitary  condition. 
Licenses  are  refused  tenements  that 
are  unclean  or  otherwise  unfit.  About 
12,000  tenements  have  thus  far  been 
registered,  of  which  number  8,120 
were  licensed.  It  has  been  urged  that 
the  State  prohibit  all  tenement  work, 
as  it  is  peculiarly  exposed  to  disease, 
sweating  conditions,  child  labor,  long 
hours  and  the  law  is  impossible  of  en- 
forcement ;  the  Commissioner  does  not 
favor  this  plan,  but  holds  that  the 
Board  of  Health  successfully  copes 
with  cases  of  contao'ious  diseases. 
Sweating  and  child  labor,  although 
existing,  are  not  g^eneral,  and  the  en- 
forcement of  the  law  is  constantly  be- 
coming stricter  and  should  in  time 
eliminate  existing  abuses. 

The  Commissioner  of  Labor  is  now 
empowered  to  stop  work  in  tenant 
factories  or  bakeries  which  are  unsan- 
itary. This  provision  has  proved  most 
efficacious.  In  440  tenant  factories 
and  ly^  bakeries  orders  issued  met 
with  prompt  compliance  without  the 
slow  and  uncertain  appeal  to  the 
courts. 

During  the  year  443  cases  were 
brought  against  293  persons,  and  in 
295  cases  convictions  were  secured 
and  $3,855  in  fines  imposed.  These 
were  larp-ely  in  child  labor  cases.  The 
Commissioner  complains  of  lack  of 
counsel  and  of  the  time-consuming 
and  uncertain  conditions  surrounding 
prosecutions  in  map-istrates*  courts  in 
New  York  City.  The  courts,  he  says, 
"form  an  eflfectual  barrier  to  any 
proper  enforcement  of  our  laws  rela- 
tive to  children,"  and  he  urges  that  all 
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cases  involvins:  children  go  to  the 
children's  courts. 

The  Commissioner  recommends  ad- 
ditions to  factory  laws  to  cover  heat- 
ing, supply  of  drinking  water,  humid- 
ity, cleanliness  in  workrooms,  venti- 
lation, regulation  of  dangerous  or 
noxious  trades  and  the  addition  of 


legal  ofiicers  and  experts  for  technical 
subjects.  The  incorporation  in  the 
law  of  discretionary  provisions  rather 
than  mandatory  is  cited  as  important. 
He  points  out,  further,  the  injustice  of 
regulating  hours  and  sanitary  condi- 
tions in  factories  and  not  in  mercan- 
tile or  other  establishments. 


Chief  Points  in  Message  of  Governor  Hughes 

Recommendation  that  bookmaking  at  racetracks  be  prohibited  as  a  felony, 
and  that  the  alternative  of  fines  for  violation  of  the  law  be  abolished ;  also 
that  in  order  to  make  up  to  various  agricultural  societies  for  the  loss  in 
revenue  resulting  therefrom  the  legislature  make  special  appropriations  for 
them. 

Legislation  giving  the  State  Superintendent  of  Banks  supervision  over  the 
liquidation  of  the  affairs  of  insolvent  banking  institutions  and  building  and 
loan  associations. 

Recommendation  that  trust  companies  doing  a  banking  business  shall  be 
placed  under  the  same  laws  as  banks,  especially  in  regard  to  reserves. 

Extension  of  the  public  service  commissions  law  to  telegraph  and  tele- 
phone companies. 

Extreme  caution  in  making  any  changes  in  the  insurance  law  unless  clearly 
needed  to  conserve  the  interests  of  the  policyholders. 

Extension  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  so  as  to 
provide  for  special  investigation  into  industrial  accidents ;  also  that  the  bureau, 
instead  of  local  boards  of  health,  have  power  over  the  enforcement  of  the 
provisions  of  the  labor  law  relating  to  mercantile  establishments. 

Appointment  of  a  special  commission  to  investigate  the  conditions  of 
immigrants  who  remain  in  New  York  State. 

Strengthening  of  the  tenement  law  by  the  passage  of  such  supplementary 
legislation  as  may  be  needed. 

Extension  by  the  State  of  its  holdings  of  forest  land  and  the  enactment 
of  a  license  law  for  hunting. 

AboHtion  of  the  Quarantine  Commission  and  reduction  in  the  number  of 
port  wardens. 

Equalization  of  the  salaries  of  the  judiciary  by  a  constitutional  amend- 
ment fixing  the  pay  of  trial  justices  and  appellate  justices  and  prohibiting  any 
other  compensation  or  allowance  in  lieu  of  expenses. 

Amendment  of  the  Constitution  so  as  to  exclude  from  the  city's  debt  limit 
bonds  providing  for  subways. 

Simplification  of  the  official  ballot  by  designatmg  the  nominating  party 
after  each  name  so  that  the  name  of  no  candidate  shall  appear  more  than  once. 

Direct  nominations  for  office  at  party  primaries. 

Establishment  of  a  board  of  control  to  take  charge  of  the  financial  opera- 
tions and  purchases  of  charitable  institutions  and  hospitals  for  the  insane. — 
A'.  Y.  Tribune. 
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League  Calendar 


ALL  MONDAYS 
The  Woman's  Municipal  League,  at  Home 

at  19  East  26lh  Street  3  to  6  p.  m 

SECOND  MONDAYS 

Ice-VVater  Fountains  Committee,  Residence  of 
Mrs.  Thomas  y\.  Dillingham.  Chairman, 
8  West  49th  Street  10  a.  m 

Research  Department,  19  East  26th  Street, . .  10.30  a.  m 

FOURTH  MONDAYS 

Ice- Water  Fountains  Committee,  Residence  of 
Mrs.  Thomas  M.  Dillingham,  Chairman, 
8  West  49th  Street  10  a.  m 

ALTERNATE  TUESDAYS 

Woodstock,  Residence  of  Mrs.  A.  C.  Fish. 
Chairman,  850  East  164th  Street,  corner 
Prospect  Avenue   2  p.  m 

FIRST  TUESDAYS 
Riverside,    February  4,   Residence  of  Mrs. 

Edward  Curtis,  33  West  69th  Street  11  a.  m 

THIRD  TUESDAYS 

Kip's    Bay,    Annual    Meeting,   January  21, 

Friends  Seminary,  226  East  i6th  Street..  4  p.  m 

FIRST  WEDNESDAYS 

Invvood.    February    5,    Residence    of  Mrs 
Carlson,  Prescott  Avenue  

SECOND  WEDNESDAYS 
Aldermanic  Committee,  19  East  26th  Street. .  10  30  a.  m 

Greenwich,  Residence  of  Miss  Day,  Chairman, 

28  Fifth  Avenue  11.30  a.  m 

THIRD  WEDNESDAYS 
Central  Committee,  19  East  26th  Street  10.30  a.  m 

FOURTH  WEDNESDAYS 
Murray  Hill,  19  East  26th  Street  10  a.  m 

THURSDAYS  FOLLOWING  THIRD 
WEDNESDAY 

Public  Meeting  of  ihe  Leufjue,  19  East  26th 

Street  n  a.  m 

LAST  THURSDAY 
Brooklyn  Heights,  Brooklyn  Barnard  Club, 

1-2  Remsen  Street  ro.30  a.  m 

Executive  Meeting,  same  day  10  a.  m 

FIRST  FRIDAYS 

House  Committee,  19  East  26th  Sireet  11  a.  m 

Tenements  Committee,  <g  East  26th  Street. ...  11  a.  m 


SECOND  FRIDAYS 
Membership  Committee,  19  East  26th  Street.  11.30  a.  m 
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THE  W.  M.  L.  INFORMAL  **AT  HOMES    ON  MONDAYS  FROM  THREE  TO  SIX 

All  members  of  the  League  are  cordially  in'vited  to  Dtsit  headquarters  on  Monday 
afternoons.  The  purpose  of  keeping  open  house  on  these  days  is  to  afford  members 
and  their  friends  an  opportunity  for  the  informal  interchange  of  opinions,  suggestions 
and  experiences  <Tvith  a  'vieiv  to  increasing  the  efficiency  and  esprit  de  corps  of  the 
League  as  a  <Tvhole,  There  <will  always  be  members  to  serve  tea,  Tvho,  in  a  ivay, 
are  to  be  considered  a  Reception  Committee. 

At  the  regular  monthly  meeting,  to  be  held  at  19  East  26th  Street  on  February  20,  the 
speaker  will  be  Mr.  Edwin  Bradstreet.  Secretary  of  the  Metropolitan  Parks  Association, 
whose  address  will  be  devoted  to  the  subject  of  Parks. 

Josephine  Redding,  Secretary. 


Address  by  Dr.  William  H.  Allen 

The  speaker  at  the  regular  monthly 
meeting-  of  The  Woman's  Municipal 
League  held  on  January  17,  1908, 
was  Dr.  William  H.  Allen,  Secretary 
of  the  Bureau  of  Municipal  Research, 
who  spoke  substantially  as  follows : 

I  have  been  asked  to  tell  of  the 
work  of  the  Bureau  of  Municipal  Re- 
search and  have  brought  along  some 
literature  illustrative  of  the  work  we 
are  taking  up.  Kindly  allow  me  to 
speak  informally.  New  Y^ork  City  is 
perhaps  more  responsive  than  most 
cities  in  supporting  private  charities 
and  various  reforms.  It  is  generally 
true  that  in  New  York  the  only 
limitations  to  any  betterment  effort 
are  those  imposed  by  the  capacity  of 
the  man  in  charge  of  the  work.  I 
venture  the  statement  that  he  can  be 
pretty  sure  that  any  sound  project 
will  meet  with  adequate  support,  as 
after  five  years'  experience  in  New 
York,  I  have  found  this  to  be  true. 

It  will  be  as  well  for  us,  in  view 
of  the  truth,  to  recognize  the  fact 


that  municipal  reform  is  at  present 
discredited  among  us.  We  have  had 
various  civic  reforms  and  have  grown 
pessimistic  because  the  results  have 
not  borne  out  our  expectations.  There 
had  never  been  a  time,  for  instance, 
when  so  large  a  portion  of  a  com- 
munity trusted  itself  to  any  one  man 
as  during  the  first  election  of  Mr. 
Low.  He  surrounded  himself  with  a 
galaxy  of  advisers,  but  two  years 
after,  you  will  remember  the  elector- 
ate allowed  Mr.  Low  to  go  out  of 
office  with  few  regrets.  Mr.  Low's 
administration,  in  fact,  was  a  disap- 
pointment, and  we  find,  also,  that 
"reform"  has  been  discredited  in 
about  seventy-five  different  cities. 
Many  of  us  are  tired  of  reform  and 
we  take  delight  in  our  pessimism. 

Confronting  our  pessimism,  we  find 
ourselves  asking,  "Can  we  not  secure 
some  test  of  government  which  shall 
give  us  what  we  want?" 

The  great  mistake  of  most  reform 
movements  heretofore  has  been  the 
"worshipping  of  goodness."  We  have 
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been  selecting  our  mayors  and  gover- 
nors because  of  their  personal  char- 
acter, regardless  of  the  question  of 
their  capacity  for  efficiency  in  the  of- 
fice. We  are  not  concerned  with  a 
man's  moral  character  beyond  the 
point  where  it  reacts  upon  the  com- 
munity through  his  official  actions. 
If  what  he  docs  is  satisfactory  to  us, 
we  are  getting  all  we  want.  So  much 
for  theory. 

In  the  matter  of  practice,  however, 
we  must  have  some  way  of  judging 
what  a  man  does.  It  is  the  record 
which  tells  the  truth.  The  Bureau 
of  Municipal  Research  is  attempting 
to  find  some  more  reliable  test  of  fit- 
ness for  public  office  than  mere  per- 
sonal goodness,  and  it  recognizes  the 
fact  that  the  public  must  have  infor- 
mation if  it  is  to  act  for  its  best  ad- 
vantage, since  if  the  people  have  bad 
government,  it  is  because  the  ma- 
jority voted  for  it.  The  problem, 
therefore,  is  primarily  that  of  produc- 
ing understanding  in  the  minds  of 
the  public  regarding  .municipal  ad- 
ministrative methods,  and  by  keeping 
taxpayers  informed,  enable  them  to 
secure  a  city  governed  by  themselves 
rather  than  by  ''a  political  party,-  a 
small  commission  (as  urged  by  Presi- 
dent Eliot),  or  by  good  intention." 

Recognizing  that  we  had  not  the 
information  to  enable  us  to  know 
what  to  do  next  in  New  York  City, 
the  Bureau  started  by  assuming  that 
the  public  knows  nothing.  The 
Bureau  therefore  went  first  to  the  of- 
fice of  the  President  of  the  Borous^h 
of  Manhattan,  where  we  have  labored 
for  many  months,  and  where  we 
made  the  discovery,  among  other 
things,  that  the  city  was  paying  ex- 
orbitantly for'  supplies,  such  as  $3.85 
for  hat  hooks  the  market  worth  of 
which  is  10  cents,  and  $143.50  for 
rugs  which  had  been  procured  from 
a  department  store  for  $69.75.  And 
this,  too,  at  a  time  when  we  are  in- 
formed by  the  Board  of  Estimate  and 


Apportionment  that  there  is  no  money 
for  milk  inspection  and  not  enough 
seats  for  all  children  of  school  age. 
Now  your  duty  as  a  teacher  of  ethics, 
would  not  be  to  tell  me  how  I  ought 
to  act,  but  to  surround  me  by  an  en- 
vironment which  will  show  me  how 
T  ought  to  act  to  be  good.  In  our 
demand  for  good  men,  therefore,  we 
must  not  forget  that  a  good  man  can 
not  saw  wood  by  virtue  of  his  good- 
ness. We  should  not  be  looking  for 
personal  goodness  in  selecting  our 
officials,  but  for  a  municipal  mechan- 
ism which  will  make  it  easier  for  offi- 
cials to  be  efficient  than  inefficient,  hon- 
est than  dishonest.  At  the  present  time, 
the  mechanism  you  are  paying  money 
to  run,  manufactures  more  crime,  ill- 
ness and  other  evils  than  the  millions 
spent  in  philanthropy  can  ever  put 
court  plaster  on  for  the  next  twenty- 
five  years. 

Our  Bureau  has  had  the  heartiest 
co-operation  of  the  city  officials,  be- 
cause at  heart  every  official  would 
rather  have  the  respect  and  gratitude 
of  the  people  of  New  York  than  all 
the  graft  he  could  get.  There  is  no 
man  so  constituted  that  he  will  not 
come  in  the  end  to  harbor  the  noble 
sentiment  of  wanting  to  do  the  right 
thing. 

In  replying  to  questions  from  the 
audience,  the  speaker  explained  that 
the  Bureau  of  City  Betterment, 
originally  a  department  of  the  Citi- 
zens' Union,  had  become  the  Bureau 
of  Municipal  Research  in  May,  1907, 
as  it  was  felt  to  be  important  that  in 
the  interest  of  largest  usefulness,  the 
Bureau  should  be  entirely  free  from 
political  affiliation  or  control.  The 
Bureau  is  supported  entirely  by  priv- 
ate subscription,  and  it  is  felt  that  an 
endowment,  which  would  support  it 
perpetually,  would  do  more  for  the 
country  than  dozens  of  universities, 
as  the  Bureau  provides  a  persistent 
educational  influence  on  citizenship. 


District  Branches 

CHELSEA. 

The  question  is  so  often  asked  in 
a  cynical  tone,  "\Miat  does  The  Wo- 
man's Municipal  Leag'ue  do?''  that  I 
felt  I  should  like  it  answered  in 
Chelsea,  finally  and  eflfectively.  Miss 
Kennedy  came  to  us  last  month  and 
presented  the  work  of  the  Research 
Department  so  well  and  still  so  mod- 
estly that  she  made  the  December 
meeting  one  of  the  most  interesting 
we  have  ever  held,  and  it  seemed  im- 
possible that  one  could  remain  cold 
and  critical  who  heard  of  this  work 
we  are  doing. 

Our  resolution  on  flat-wheeled  trol- 
ley cars  was  presented  by  our  Alder- 
man to  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and 
sent  from  there  to  the  Public  Service 
Commission.  We  hope,  with  others, 
we  helped  to  bring  about  the  action 
of  the  Commission  making  it  manda- 
tory that  the  car  companies  make  all 
needed  and  specific  repairs. 

The  Recruiting  Committee  has 
started  an  associate  membership  to 
carry  the  expenses  of  our  local  work 
rather  than  increase  the  dues,  or  per- 
mit an  uneven  distribution  of  obliga- 
tion. ^Nlany  of  our  numbers  thought 
it  a  mistake  that  one  woman  should 
stand  as  a  ten-dollar  member  while 
another  gave  but  one,  so  to  avoid  an 
aristocracy  we  shall  have  an  associate 
membership. 

A  letter  was  sent  to  Commission- 
er Smith  to  help  out  a  discussion  as 
to  whether  Chelsea  had  asked  for 
a  park  or  playground.  The  terms 
were  used  interchangeably,  because  we 
did  not  know  the  amount  of  space 
which  would  be  granted,  but  the 
neighborhood  need  was,  and  is,  a  play- 
ground for  the  eleven  thousand  chil- 
dren of  the  district.  Mr.  Grout,  then 
Comptroller,  considered  the  space  for 
playground  purposes  and  approved 
of  the  appropriation  on  that  account. 
Our  letter  to  Commissioner  Smith 
urges  an  early  and  generous  appro- 
priation for  playground  equipment. 


The  Recreation  League,  Playground 
Association,  and  Chelsea  Park  Asso- 
ciation are  working  together  to  this 
end. 

Respectfully, 

H.  Backus, 

Chairman. 

RIVERSIDE. 

Since  the  last  Central  Committee 
meeting  Riverside  has  held  one 
Executive  Committee  meeting  and  one 
open  meeting.  The  regular  monthly 
meeting  was  held  as  usual  at  the  resi- 
dence of  Mrs.  Edward  Curtis,  33 
West  69th  Street,  on  January  7th. 
The  meeting  was  very  well  attended, 
about  twenty-five  members  being  pres- 
ent. All  the  standing  committees 
were  represented.  The  Committee  on 
Streets  reported  having  held  a  meet- 
ing whereat  work  was  discussed.  One 
of  their  plans  is  to  organize  a  cam- 
paign tending  to  the  education  of  the 
public  in  regard  to  the  rights,  duties 
and  obligations  of  citizens  in  the  care 
of  their  side-walks  and  gutters,  includ- 
ing snow  removal. 

The  Committee  on  Parks  reported 
having  had  an  interview  with  the  new 
Park  Commissioner  in  regard  to  plac- 
ing more  receptacles  for  refuse  in 
the  parks.  It  was  suggested  that  as 
many  members  who  would  should 
write  to  Commissioner  Henry  Smith 
urging  him  to  secure  more  such  re- 
ceptacles. To  many  of  these  letters 
the  Commissioner  has  sent  an  answer 
in  which  he  says :  "That  I  now  have 
under  consideration  a  number  of  dif- 
ferent styles  of  cans.  After  deciding 
upon  the  one  best  suited  to  all  re- 
quirements, which  I  hope  to  do  short- 
ly, a  sufficient  number  of  these  cans 
will  be  installed." 

It  is  hoped  that  the  Commissioner 
will  decide  upon  some  such  style  of 
refuse  can  as  is  used  in  Van  Cortlandt 
Park,  i.e.,  cans  that  in  outward  ap- 
pearance resemble  tree  stumps. 

The  Publication  Committee  intends 
to   publish   more   detailed   news  of 
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Riverside  Branch  affairs  so  that  the 
pubHc  may  know  that  the  Branch  is  a 
live  body. 

The  Transit  Committee  herewith 
submits  a  plan  of  card  to  be  used  in 
collectino^  data.  On  it  is  to  be  record- 
ed a  detailed  report  of  uncleanliness 
in  street  cars  and  on  the  platforms 
and  staircases  of  elevated  and  subway 
stations. 

The  Committee  on  Juvenile  Leagues 
reported  that  St.  Michael's  Parish 
House  was  still  open  for  the  use  of 
the  Branch  for  alternate  Thursday 
evenings,  and  that  Captain  Hoyt's 
services  were  still  available  for  drills 
twice  a  month,  if  suitable  uniforms 


and  guns  are  provided.  Miss  Holt's 
offer  of  $ioo  will  assist  in  procuring 
the  Khaki  uniforms  for  the  boys,  but 
the  guns  are  still  to  be  obtained. 
These  boys  are  to  be  organized  into 
clubs  along  the  lines  of  the  Waring 
Juvenile  Leagues ;  the  drill  is  merely 
incidental,  the  object  of  it  being  to 
keep  the  boys  organized  and  disci- 
plined. 

The  membership  of  the  Branch  is 
growing,  nine  new  members  having 
jbeen  added  to  the  roll  this  month. 

The  report  of  the  Treasurer  is  given 
herewith. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Ida  S.  Cohen. 


Treasurer's  Statement  of  Riverside  Branch 
for  Month  Ending  December  ist,  1907 

Receipts.  Expenditures. 

Dec.  1st — Balance  on  hand.  .  $92.38  Stamps   (Treasurer)    $1.00 

Donation  (Mrs.  Percy)   4.00  Dues  belonging  to  other  dis- 

Membership  dues    ii.oo  tricts — sent    to   Miss  Lev- 

erich    2.00 

Balance  on  hand   104.38 

—  $107.38   


$107.38 


RIVERSIDE  MEETING. 

Mr.  Travis  E.  Whitney,  Secretary 
of  the  Public  Utilities  Commission,  is 
to  address  the  members  of  the  River- 
side Branch  at  the  regular  monthly 
meeting,  Tuesday,  February  4,  at  11 
A.  M.,  at  the  residence  of  Mrs.  Ed- 
ward Curtis,  33  East  Sixty-ninth 
Street.  Members  of  the  League  are 
invited  to  hear  Mr.  Whitney. 

GREENWICH. 

Since  the  December  report  three 
new  members  have  joined.  The 
Treasurer's  report  is  appended ;  bal- 
ance on  hand  $54.08.  In  pursuit  of 
the  cause  of  the  long  delay  in  repair- 
ing the  Jefferson  Market  town  clock, 
Mrs.  Hodges  and  the  Chairman  called 
on  the  acting  superintendent  of  Pub- 
lic Buildings,  Mr.  Stewart,  who  claim- 
ed that  until  January  ist  he  had  had 
no  money  to  give  to  the  undertak- 
ing, but  that  now  he  is  getting  es- 
timates and  is  prepared  to  go  ahead. 


He  showed  us  the  estimates  already 
received,  varying  greatly  in  price. 
He  very  kindly  offered  to  show  any 
of  the  members  of  the  League  who 
might  be  interested  over  the  new  and 
very  costly  Hall  of  Records,  and  I 
shall  be  very  glad  'to  arrange  for  this 
some  Saturday  morning  if  any  of  the 
ladies  care  to  go. 

At  the  January  Branch  meetin<T  it 
was  decided  to  write  to  the  Fifth 
Avenue  Omnibus  Company  requesting 
better  protection  for  the  lights  in  the 
'busses,  since  they  are  unprotected  and 
in  dangerous  proximity  to  the  large 
hats  worn  this  season,  as  one  of  our 
members  found  to  her  cost. 

It  was  also  decided  to  take  up  the 
matter  for  the  district,  if  possible,  of 
the  leniency  of  magistrates  in  dis- 
charging men  arrested  for  spitting,  as 
many  of  the  police  complain  that  men 
whom  they  arrest  when  taken  to  court 
are  immediately  discharged  by  the 
magistrates,   thereby   weakening  the 
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prestige  of  the  police  and  makin'2: 
inefifective  deterents  to  the  offenders. 
A  letter  is  also  to  be  written  to  the 
Street  Qeaning-  Commissioner  re- 
garding the  dirty  condition  of  Four- 
teenth Street  and  Fifth  Aventie,  also 
from  Fourteenth  to  Twentieth  Streets, 
on  Sundays  and  holidays,  the  days  of 
all  others  when  neat  and  tidy  thor- 
oughfares bespeak  a  city's  apprecia- 


tion of  the  aesthetic,  and  yet  Four- 
teenth Street  Christmas  morning 
looked  like  the  city's  dumping  ground 
for  waste.  The  Chairman  attended 
the  annual  meeting  of  the  Washing- 
ton Square  Association,  and  requested 
this  organization's  interest  and  co-op- 
eration in  the  matter. 

K.  S.  Day, 

Chairman. 


Treasurer's  Report  of  Greenwich  Branch 

for  Month  Ending  January  14th,  1908 


Receipts.  Expenditures. 

Balance  on  hand  Nov.  i,  1907  $16.33             Treasurer's  dues  book   $4.00 

Dues    from    16    members    at  Cards   for  meeting   and  slips 

$1.50                                        24. CO                 for  dues  notices    2.50 

Contribution  from  Miss  Day.    25.00  Stamps,    envelopes    and  post 

cards  for  evening  meeting.  1.75 

Chairs  for  evening  meeting. .  2.50 

Envelopes  for  bills,   50 

Stamps  for  bills  and  receipts.  i.oo 


$12,25 

Balance  on  hand    53  08 

$65.33   $65.33 


Janet  P.  Hodges, 

Treasurer. 


PROSPECT  HEIGHTS. 

Prospect  Heights  Branch  held  its 
December  meeting  on  the  12th  of  that 
month.  A  ;nost  interesting  report 
was  given  by  our  representative,  Miss 
Waterman,  on  the  Tenement  Commit- 
tee, who  spoke  of  the  exhibit  of  con- 
gested districts,  to  be  held  the  first 
week  in  ^^larch,  toward  the  expense  of 
which  this  Branch  voted  $25.  Miss 
Waterman  also  told  of  her  visit  to  the 
Janitors*  Association,  to  different  mis- 
sions, and  to  tenement  houses  with  the 
Brooklyn  Commissioner  of  Tenements, 
who  saw  during  these  visits  various 
abuses  and  conditions  which  rather 
surprised  him  and  which  he  caused  to 
be  corrected  later. 

The  League's  Tenement  House 
Committee  ''which  meets  in  New  York, 
and  incltides  Brooklyn  members  on 
its  board  with  the  New  York  mem- 
bers) has  been  investigating  Brook- 
lyn tenements,  beginning:  with  sani- 
tary and  structural  conditions  in  70 
houses,  typical  homes  of  the  poorer 


working  population  in  their  respective 
districts.  Fifty-one  per  cent  were  found 
to  have  serious  unsanitary  conditions, 
such  as  uncleanliness,  bad  repair  of 
plumbing,  wet  cellars  and  over-crowd- 
ed lodgings ;  twenty-six  per  cent  un- 
fit for  habitation ;  forty-four  per  cent 
had  unlawful  dark  interior  rooms  used 
for  living  purposes :  fifty-five  per  cent 
violated  the  requirements  for  proper 
toilet  accommodations.  Activity  on 
the  part  of  the  Tenement  House  De- 
partment, however,  is  shown  by  the 
fact  that  twenty-six  per  cent  were 
provided  with  lawful  accommodations 
apparently  recently  installed,  and 
many  houses  not  in  bad  condition  had 
been  newly  cleaned  and  repaired. 
This  Brooklyn  Department  cordially 
co-operated  with  the  Tenement  House 
Committee.  After  a  reasonable  inter- 
val the  houses  reported  were  rein- 
spected  by  the  committee  and  found  to 
be  improved.  Through  the  courtesy 
of  the  Brooklyn  Department  access 
was  granted  to  some  of  its  records. 


A  study  of  these  brought  out  the 
fact  that  few  periodic  sanitary  inspec- 
tions had  been  made  in  many  tene- 
ment houses  in  1904,  1905  or  1906. 
As  an  example  of  the  bad  conditions, 
two  foul  shelters  in  the  yard,  one  a 
foul  vault — the  sole  toilet  accommo- 
dation for  four  families  in  this  house 
and  eighteen  more  families  in  adjoin- 
ing houses.  The  floors,  walls  and 
ceilings  were  extremely  dirty.  There 
was  rubbish  on  the  floors  of  all  the 
halls,  stairs  dirty,  basement  apartment 
unsanitary,  sink  trap  defective,  al- 
lowing water  to  pour  on  foul  floor. 
There  was  a  plank  missing  at  foot  of 
stairs,  leaving  a  dangerous  open  hole 
to  storage  vault  below.  The  Tene- 
ment House  Committee  report  that 
of  the  9,000  illegal  sinks  recorded  in 
the  Manhattan  department,  only  2,000 
had  been  removed,  and  that  at  the  rate 
of  progress  of  the  first  quarter  of 
1906  (the  last  and  best  yet  recorded), 
it  will  take  the  department  eighty-six 
years  to  complete  compulsory  light- 
ing and  ventilating  in  interior  rooms. 

The  Branch  voted  to  send  $25  to  the 
Finance  Committee  of  the  Central 
Oflice;  also  $250  to  the  Research  De- 
partment for  the  work  among  women 
immigrants  coming  to  Brooklyn. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Caroline  A.  L.  Pratt, 

Chairman. 

MORRISANIA. 

(November  and  December  Reports.) 

During  the  past  two  months,  our 
Committee  in  Woodstock  has  organ- 
ized and  held  an  open  meeting  of  the 
League  at  the  Morris  High  School, 
which  was  attended  by  over  one  hun- 
dred persons,  and  was  addressed  by 
the  most  prominent  men  of  the 
Bronx,  including  Congressman  Goul- 
den.  Park  Commissioner  Berry,  W. 
W.  Niles,  Public  Service  Commis- 
sioner Eustis,  and  Mrs.  Nathan  and 
Mrs.  Aldrich — its  object  being  a  gen- 
eral discussion  of  matters  vital  to  the 
Bronx. 

Complaints  were  directed  by  Miss 
Anderson,  secretary  of  this  Division, 


to  the  Public  Service  Commission  in 
regard  to  the  inconvenient  method  of 
running  cars  on  Aqueduct  Avenue 
and  Fordham  Road.  The  cars  have 
in  consequence  been  changed  and 
now  carry  passengers  by  a  more  dir 
rect  route,  both  to  the  subway  and 
elevated  stations.  Sunken  crosswalks 
have  also  been  raised  and  repaired  by 
the  Department  of  Public  Highways, 
at  Miss  Anderson's  representation  of 
their  poor  condition. 

This  Division  expects  to  raise  the 
necessary  fund  for  the  fountain 
through  a  euchre,  and  is  otherwise 
interesting  itself  in  the  preservation 
of  park  trees,  which  are  being  de- 
stroyed by  electric  wires,  and  in  the 
sanitary  conditions  of  a  tin  factory, 
which,  on  acount  of  the  stench  ema- 
nating from  its  chimney,  is  a  nuisance 
on  both  sides  of  the-  Harlem  River. 

At  Spuyten  Duyvil  work  is  being 
done  in  preparation  for  wintry 
weather  and  efforts  were  made  to  in- 
duce the  Department  of  Highways  to 
clear  the  snow  from  several  streets 
by  means  of  snow-plows.  The  De- 
partment replied,  however,  to  these 
requests  that  cross-walks  alone  would 
be  kept  free.  Our  appeal  has  also 
been  made  to  the  Health  Department 
to  compel  the  proper  draining  of 
Kappock  Street,  which  is  always 
found  in  a  wet  and  miry  condition  on 
account  of  a  hidden  spring. 

A  letter  was  directed  by  the  Execu- 
tive Committee  of  the  Morrisania 
Branch  to  the  Alderman  of  the  42d 
District,  calling  upon  him  to  use  his 
influence  in  hastening  the  construc- 
tion of  the  subway  near  Van  Cort- 
landt  Park,  which  is  being  entirely 
neglected.  Another  communication  of 
importance  was  received  '  from  the 
Public  Service  Commission  inviting 
the  League  to  be  present  at  a  public 
hearing  for  the  purpose  of  discussing 
the  law  in  regard  to  the  construction, 
equipment  and  operation  of  subways. 
In  discussing  the  dirty  condition  of 
subway  and  surface  cars,  and  the 
non-enforcement  of  the  ordinance 
against  expectoration,  the  members  of 
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the  Executive  Committee  resolved  to 
keep  a  record  of  time,  date  and  num- 
ber of  car  where  they  found  the. 
floors  or  seats  particularly  dirty,  and 
pledged  themselves  individually  to 
ask  the  guard  for  the  enforcement  of 
the  law  ao:ainst  expectoration  when 
they  saw  the  same  being  violated. 

An  appeal  was  received  from  the 
Morris  High  School  Athletic  Asso- 
ciation to  the  effect  that  the  use  of 
the  gymnasium  of  the  school  had  not 
been  granted  to  the  Association,  and 
that  any  efforts  made  by  this  Branch 
to  secure  the  use  of  this  privilege  to 
the  Association  would  be  greatly 
valued.  On  presenting  this  matter  to 
the  Central  Committee,  the  permission 
was  extended  to  the  Morrisania 
Branch  to  endeavor  to  secure  not  only 
the  opening  of  the  g\Tnnasium  to  this 
athletic  association,  but  to  the  public 
in  general,  as  a  recreation  center. 

By  request,  the  problem  of  dealing 
with  the  removal  of  snow  in  suburban 
districts,  where  the  same  was  left  un- 
cleared from  the  sidewalks  of  vacant 
lots,  was  brought  to  the  attention  of 
the  Charter  Revision  Commission, 
and  the  suggestion  was  made  by  one 
of  its  members  that  the  non-perform- 
ance of  this  duty  be  made  a  lien  on 
the  property.  A  promise  was  given 
that  this  suggestion  would  be  taken 
up  at  the  proper  time  by  the  Com- 
mittee whose  duty  is  the  revision  of 
the  City  Charter. 

The  balance  contained  in  the  treas- 
ury of  the  Executive  Committee  of 
the  Morrisania  Branch  is  $12.27, 
the  discussion  which  followed  the 
statement  made  by  the  Chair  that  the 
League  (on  account  of  the  cost  of 
the  Bulletin)  sustained  a  loss  of  55 
cents  annually  upon  the  acquisition  of 
every  new  member,  resulted  in  a  reso- 
lution calling  upon  each  of  the  local 
treasurers,  as  well  as  the  treasurer  of 
the  Executive  Committee,  to  send  65 
cents  of  the  dollar  to  the  treasurer 
of  the  League  as  a  whole. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Julia  L.  D.  Longfellow, 

Chairman. 


Committees 

POLICE. 

Upon  receiving  a  letter  from  The 
Consumers'  League  referring  to  this 
committee  an  appeal  from  Police 
Matrons,  your  Chairman  wrote  to  the 
Commissioner  of  Police  asking  that 
some  relief  be  given  to  the  matrons 
in  regard  to  Sunday  work.  At  the 
present  time,  every  alternate  week,  the 
matron  is  on  duty  from  8  o'clock  Sun- 
day morning  until  8  o'clock  Monday 
morning.  It  seems  an  unreasonable 
stretch  of  duty,  and  it  would  appear 
only  just  that  the  matrons  should 
have  Sundays  free.  This  length  of 
time  every  other  week  was  originally 
the  suggestion  of  the  matrons  them- 
selves, as  they  thought  it  would  give 
the  alternate  Sunday  free.  In  prac- 
tice they  are  so  weary  after  Satur- 
day's night  duty  that  the  Sunday  is 
of  little  value  to  them.  This  long 
tour  of  duty  was  not  approved  by 
Mrs.  Lowell  and  the  committee  of 
women  working  with  her  at  that  time 
in  framing  rules  for  police  matrons. 
It  was  thought  best,  however,  not  to 
oppose  the  request  of  the  matrons. 
At  that  time  the  matrons  never  had  a 
holiday. 

They  now  have  one  day  off  a 
month.  It  would  seem  only  fair  that 
they  should  have  in  addition  at  least 
some  of  the  Sundays  not  preceded  by 
night  work.  The  Commissioner  re- 
plies that  he  will  take  the  matter  un- 
der careful  consideration. 

In  regard  to  the  complaint  of  the 
police  matrons  concerning  the  num- 
ber of  lost  children  and  prisoners,  in- 
asmuch as  there  are  only  about  40,- 
000  women  prisoners  in  the  whole  of 
Greater  New  York,  and  less  than 
3,500  lost  children  in  a  year,  and  there 
are  over  thirty  station  houses  with  the 
matrons  to  care  for  these,  the  state- 
ment that  '*on  an  average  a  single 
station  will  contain  at  one  time  twenty- 
five  lost  children  and  twenty-five 
prisoners"  seems  rather  extravagant. 
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Some  station  houses  may  have  that 
many  at  times  but.  not  on  an  average. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Anna  M.  Jackson. 

tenement 

This  committee  has  added  some 
valuable  members  to  its  number,  con- 
sisting of  those  who  are  in  close  touch 
with  the  poorer  class  of  tenements  and 
from  whom  we  shall  secure  telling 
data. 

The  engrossing  topic  at  the  last 
meeting  was  that  of  the  possibility  of 
licensing  janitors.  The  Executive 
Committee  of  the  Janitors'  Society  had 
been  found  to  be  very  much  in  favor 
of  the  license,  and  the  Tenement  Com- 
mittee decided  to  get  all  the  light 
possible  in  regard  to  the  wisdom  of 
having  a  bill  passed  by  the  Legislature 
to  control  janitors,  and  report  at  the 
February  meeting. 

The  members  of  the  Tenements 
Committee  are  also  in  sympathy  with 
the  purposes  of  the  Janitors'  Society 
and  will  encourage  the  spreading  of 
its  benefits. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Helen  M.  French, 
Chairman. 


Report  of  the  Research  Depart- 
ment of  The  Woman's 
Municipal  League 

A  very  interesting  letter  has  come 
to  this  office  from  the  State  Superin- 
tendent of  the  North  Carolina  Chil- 
dren's Home  Society!  It  is  in  regard 
to  the  lack  of  domestics  in  his  part  of 
the  world  and  his  desire  to  seek  co- 
operation here,  in  sending  down  a 
small  colony  of  domestics  to  be  placed 
in  good  homes,  with  fair  wages,  aver- 
aging^ about  $15  a  month  and  expenses. 
He  does  not  wish  to  start  an  employ- 
ment bureau,  but  states  that  so  many 
appeals  are  made  to  him  in  connection 
with  his  work  that  he  feels  that  some- 
thing might  result  from  seeking  help 
in  this  quarter.    We  have  given  him 


the  names  of  several  recommended 
agencies,  and  he  will  let  us  know  the 
result. 

This  Department  was  asked  by  the 
Chelsea  Branch  of  The  Woman's  Mu- 
nicipal League  to  send  a  speaker  to 
their  meeting  held  on  December  27th^ 
the  subject  to  be  the  work  of  this 
Department  during  the  past  year.  A 
great  interest  was  shown  by  the  mem- 
bers in  the  work  as  a  whole,  but 
especially  in  the  successful  passage 
of  the  steamship  ticket  and  banking 
bill,  and  •  the  work  of  the  Immigrant 
Girls'  Aid,  The  attention  of  the  mem- 
bers was  called  to  a  series  of  articles 
in  the  Atlantic  Monthly  by  Miss 
Frances  A.  Kellor,  dealing  with  im- 
migrant women.  Reprints  of  these 
articles  as  they  appear  can  be  secured 
at  the  Research  Department  by  any 
one  interested.  An  outline  of  the  em- 
ployment agency  bills  of  Pennsylvania 
and  New  Jersey  was  also  given  to- 
gether with  a  few  of  the  facts  that 
made  their  passage  so  important  in 
New  York.  The  fact  that  so  large  a 
part  of  the  work  of  this  Department 
is  preventive  and  does  not  lend  itself 
to  tangible  expression  makes  the  intel- 
ligent interest  and  encourasfcment  of 
the  members  doubly  valuable. 
Respectfully  submitted, 
Pendleton  Kennedy, 

Secretary. 

January  21,  1908. 


Unmasked  Pharisees 

A  moss-grown  contention  on  the 
part  of  rural  and  semi-rural  com- 
munities is  that  between  them  and 
cities  there  is  no  comparison  morally 
— that  the  latter,  in  fact,  are  given 
over  to  a  degree  and  variety  of  de- 
pravity unknown  to  the  country.  In 
vain  are  statistics  published  which  ut- 
terly confute  this  claim  of  ultra- 
riehteousness.  The  outlying  districts 
pertinaciously  maintain  their  I-am- 
holier-than-thou  pose,  and  even  when 
events  show  the  untenability  of  such 
a  pretense,  decline  to  admit  its  hypoc- 
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risy.  Last  year,  when  a  certain 
group  which  benefits  by  race-track 
betting  desired,  through  legislative 
action,  to  nullify  the  State  law  against 
such  gambling,  appeal  for  help  in 
pushing  through  their  abominable 
measure  was  made  to  the  agricultural 
societies  of  the  State,  and  its  success 
was  assured  solely  because  up-State 
morality-posers  voted  in  its  favor. 
The  sentiment  against  the  law  in  New 
York  City  was  strong,  for  this  com- 
munity wished  to  be  saved  from  the 
moral  pollution  and  economic  waste 
that  are  the  inevitable  results  of  race 
track  betting.  It  was  the  agricul- 
tural interests — the  holier-than-thou 
countryside — that  compelled  the  city 
to  endure  the  moral  cancer.  And 
what  interest  had  the  country,  as  dis- 
tinguished from  the  city,  in  thus  al- 
laying itself  with  the  forces  of  im- 
morality? Why,  simply  a  five-per- 
cent, rake-off  on  race  track  receipts. 
For  money,  tainted  with  the  wrecked 
lives  of  many  men  and  women  too 
weak  to  withstand  temptation,  the 
country  crushed  the  city's  efforts  to 


save  the  anti-race  track  betting  law 
of  the  State  from  being  nullified. 

And  this  season  again,  when,  led 
by  Governor  Hughes,  the  decent  ele- 
ment is  making  strenuous  efforts  to 
secure  the  repeal  of  the  Percy-Gray 
gambling  law,  what  is  the  situation? 
In  order  to  insure  the  support  of  the 
agricultural  societies  (of  which  there 
are  ninety-five  in  the  State)  the  Gov- 
ernor in  his  annual  message  felt 
compelled  to  advocate  paying  them 
from  the  State  treasury  a  sum  equal 
in  amount  to  that  yielded  by  their 
percentage  arrangement  with  the 
race  track  gamblers — a  total  esti- 
mated to  be  about  a  quarter  of  a 
million  dollars.  It  is  certainly  a 
wonderful  example  of  morality  the 
country  gives,  when  in  order  to  in- 
sure the  freeing  of  the  city  from  vice 
its  societies  must  first  be  fixed ! 
Such  circumstances  as  these  make  the 
righteous  pose  of  country  communi- 
ties nothing  less  than  ridiculous.  In 
their  face  rural  bribe-takers  can 
hardly  afford  to  be  severe  on  urban 
grafting  and  depravity. — Vogue  of 
Jamiary  30,  1908. 


Treasurer's  Report 
for  Month  Ending  January  ist,  igcS 


Receipts. 

Dec.  I — Balance  on  hand  $7-76 

Dues    1. 00 

Sustaining   member   35-00 

Donation,  Prospect  Heights...  25.00 
Research  Department,  Bulletin 
space    16.25 


.01 


Disbursements. 

Office  expenses   $15.00 

Repairing  typewriter    4.00 

Telephone  (3  months)   I545 

Stationery    3.25 

Balance    on    salary,  Assistant 

Secretarv.   15.00 

On    account    salary  Assistant 

Secretary,  due  Dec.  19  25.00 

Balance  on  hand  Jan.  i,  1908.  .  7.31 

 ^$85.01 

(Signed)    Catharine  S.  Leverich, 

Treasurer. 
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League  Calendar 


ALL  MONDAYS 

The  Woman's  Municipal  League,  at  Home 

at  19  East  26ih  Street  ,  3  to  6  p.  m. 

SECOND  MONDAYS 

Ice- Water  Fountains  Comn-.ittee,  Residence  of 
Mrs.  Thomas  M.  Dillingham,  (Jhairman, 
8  West  49ih  Street  10  a.m. 

Morrisania,  ig  East  26th  Street  10.30  a  m. 

Research  Department,  ig  East  26th  Street. . .  10.30  a.  m. 

FOURTH  MONDAYS 

Ice- Water  Fountains  Committee,  Residence  of 
Mrs.  Thomas  M.  Dillinjiham,  Chairman, 
8  West  49th  Street  10  a.  m. 

ALL  TUESDAYS 
Legislative  Committee,  19  East  26th  Street.  .11.30  a.  m. 

FIRST  TUESDAYS 

Riverside,  March  3,  Residence  of  Mrs.  Edward  * 
Curtis,  33  West  69th  Street  n  a.  m. 

THIRD  TUESDAYS 

Kip's  Bay,  Residence  Mrs.  J.  Noble  Hayes, 

Chairman,  m  East  17th  Street  5  p.  m. 

FIRST  WEDNESDAYS 
Inwood,  March  4,  135  Sherman  Avenue  3  p.  m. 

SECOND  WEDNESDAYS 

Aldermanic  Committee,  19  East  26th  Street.  .10  30  a.  m. 

Greenwich,  R^esidence  of  Miss  Day,  Chairman, 

28  Fifth  Avenue  11.30  a.  m. 

THIRD  WEDNESDAYS 

Central  Committee,  19  East  26th  Street  10.30  a.  rn. 

FOURTH  WEDNESDAYS 
Murray  Hill,  19  East  26th  Street  10  a.  m, 

THURSDAYS  FOLLOWING  THIRD 
WEDNESDAY 

Public  Meeting  of  the  League,  19  East  26th 

Street  11  a.  m. 

LAST  THURSDAY 

Brooklyn  Heights,  Brooklyn  Barnard  Club, 

132  Remsen  Street  to. .30  a.m. 

Executive  Meeting,  same  day  lo  a.  m. 

FIRST  FRIDAYS 

House  Committee,  19  East  26th  Street  11  a.  m. 

Tenements  Committee,  19  East  26th  Street  11  a.  m. 

SECOND  FRIDAYS 

Membership  Committee,  19  East  26th  Street.  11.30  a.  m. 

FOURTH  FRIDAYS 

Chelsea,  Chelsea  Girls'  Club,  434  West  20th  St. . .  2  p.  m. 

MORRISANIA  SUBDIVISIONS 

Spuyten  Duyvil,  Saturday,  March  7.     Woodstock,  Alternate  Tuesdays,  2  p.  m. 
Woodstock,  Tuesday,  March  10,  residence  Mrs.  A.  C.  Fish,- 850  East  164th  Street,  8  p.  m, 
Woodstock,  Tuesday,  March  24,  residence  Mrs.  Holden,  1282  Fuhon  Avenue,  2  p.  m. 

PROSPECT  HEIGHTS,  BROOKLYN 

Last  of  each  month.     Subject  to  call. 


•  •  •  T*  l~i     •  •  • 

WOMAN'S  MUNICIPAL  LEAGUE 

BULLETIN 
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The  regular  monthly  meeting  to  be  held  March  19,  1908,  11  a.m.,  at  the  Headquarters, 
19  East  26th  Street,  will  be  addressed  by  Mrs.  Aldrich  for  the  Legislative  Committee,  and  by 
Mrs.  Anna  Jackson  in  regard  to  the  Police  Department. 

Josephine  Redding,  Secretary. 

The  Woman* s  Municipal  League  **At  Home**^  to  members  and  their  friends 
on  Mondays  from  three  to  six.  Interesting  speakers  talk  informally ;  Conferences 
follow*  Tea* 


The  Playground  Movement 

At  the  public  meeting  of  the  League 
on  February  20th,  Mr.  Bradstreet, 
Secretary  of  the  Metropolitan  Parks 
Association,  said  in  part  as  follows : 

I  am  very  glad  of  the  opportunity 
to  speak  to  you  on  Parks  and  Play- 
grounds, knowing  as  I  do,  personally, 
in  at  least  one  instance,  of  the  willing 
co-operation  shown  by  your  organiza- 
tion. 

In  New  York  City  we  have  to  deal 
with  great  inequalities  in  the  distri- 
bution of  population.  While  it  is  true 
that  Xew  York  ranks  as  the  twenty- 
third  city  in  the  world  in  the  matter 
of  density  of  population,  we  mtist  not 
lose  sight  of  another  truth,  the  fact 
that  Greater  New  York  is  made  up  of 
five  great  boroughs,  that  Manhattan 
is  congested,  while  Queens  is  no»t. 
There  the  population  is  estimated  to 
average  but  two  to  the  acre,  in  Man- 
hattan we  have  150  to  the  acre.  More- 
over, we  learn  upon  investigation,  that 
Greater  N^ew  York  is  in  certain  local- 
ities the  most  congested  city  in  the 
civilized  world,  for,  while  Inwood  and 
Kingsbridge  are  not  crowded,  below 
Fourteenth  Street  we  find  a  population 


averaging  282  per  acre,  while  north 
of  Fourteenth  Street  it  is  compara- 
tively normal. 

Again  certain  blocks  in  the  con- 
gested district  are  found  to  house 
2,000  per  acre,  so  I  think  it  will  be 
readily  seen  that,  in  the  matter  of 
density  of  population,  Greater  New 
York  is  a  city  which  has  to  be  taken 
alone  rather  than  in  comparison  with 
other  cities  in  order  to  be  jttstly 
judged. 

In  spite  of  the  prestige  which  the 
laying  out  of  Central  Park  gave  us 
as  a  city  provided  with  adequate  park 
space  for  even  future  needs,  we  real- 
ize to-day  that  this  is  far  from  true. 
The  percentage  of  park  area  in  New 
Orleans  and  Washington,  for  instance, 
presents  entirely  different  conditions. 
That  of  New  York,  so  far  as  area  of 
parks  is  shown,  is  10  per  cent,  a  very 
satisfactory  showing;  but,  taken  as  a 
whole,  including  Brooklyn  for  exam- 
ple, we  find  a  population  of  140  to 
an  acre  of  park  area,  which  places  New 
York  way  down  in  comparison  with 
other  cities.  Besides,  we  find  the  dis- 
tribution of  our  parks  as  strange  as 
that  of  our  population,  in  fact  that 


All  CommunicaHons  should  be  sent  to  THE  WOMAN'S  MUNICIPAL  LEAQUE, 

ig  East  26th  Street 


what  we  may  term  the  mal-distribu- 
tion  of  our  park  area  corresponds  to 
the  mal-distribution  of  population,  and 
that  the  smallest  park  area  exists  in 
the  most  congested  districts,  so  that 
the  region  below  Fourteenth  Street 
averages  11,130  people  to  every  acre 
of  park  area. 

This  means  that  the  children  of  this 
region  have  no  place  to  play  but  the 
streets.  It  is  a  somewhat  anomalous 
fact  that  the  many  agencies  working 
in  the  interest  of  the  New  York  City 
child  react  upon  his  chance  of  further 
benefit  by  raising  the  cry,  Look  at 
what  we  are  already  doing  for  the  chil- 
dren !    How  can  New  York  do  more  ? 

In  the  development  of  child  study 
which  began  about  fifteen  years  ago, 
it  was  discovered  that  play  in  child- 
hood is  necessary  to  normal  adult  life 
and  that  if  we  would  secure  satisfac- 
tory development  of  the  individual, 
we  must  provide  the  opportunity  for 
play  where  it  does  not  exist  naturally. 
Therefore,  cities  themselves  have  in 
many  instances  taken  over  the  duty 
of  developing  opportunity  for  play, 
and  New  York  has  already  expended 
large  sums  on  such  opportunities 
which  are  variously  under  the  juris- 
diction of  the  three  Departments — 
Docks,  Schools,  and  Parks.  It  is  not 
a  question  merely  of  having  the  Parks 
Department  set  apart  space  for  chil- 
dren to  play  in  so  that  when  the  au- 
thorities have  given  large  tracts  such 
as  Hamilton  Fish,  Corlear's  Hook, 
Seward,  Mulberry  Bend,  and  Tomp- 
kins Square  in  our  congested  districts, 
we  must  not  allow  ourselves  to  feel  we 
have  done  our  whole  duty,  but  must 
also  consider  the  necessity  of  providing 
equipment  and  direction.  Children  do 
not  naturally  sport  and  play  without 
an  incentive.  Without  supervision 
and  without  other  attractions,  children 
will  go  to  the  very  dead  cat  on  the 
streets  as  a  source  of  entertainment. 
The  human  nature  of  the  child  is 
therefore  an  essential  factor  to  con- 
sider. 


A  survey  of  the  eleven  Park  Play- 
grounds which  our  city  has  already  ac- 
quired at  an  outlay  of  $12,000,000,  dis- 
closes an  anomalous  condition,  i.  e:,  a 
great  investment  of  money  with  no 
provision  for  supervision.  Discour- 
aging facts  as  to  disrepair  and  disuse 
of  equipment  are  also  apparent,  due  to 
lack  of  adequate  direction.  To  remedy 
this  evil,  a  movement  is  now  on  foot 
to  secure  from  the  Board  of  Estimate 
and  Apportionment,  the  office  of  Su- 
perintendent of  Playgrounds. 

At  present  the  playground  situation 
in  Greater  New  York  is  a  reproach 
to  the  city. 

An  evidence  of  the  increasing  im- 
portance of  this  movement  is  the  for- 
mation of  a  new  Playground  Associa- 
tion which  has  done  effective  work  in 
Boston  and  Washington  and  which 
held  its  first  conference  at  Chicago  last 
summer.  Unless  wx  bestir  ourselves 
in  the  matter  of  improving  existing 
playgrounds,  New  York  will  be  an 
object  of  ridicule  when  the  National 
Play  Conference  convenes  in  our  city 
as  it  is  scheduled  to  do  next  Septem- 
ber. This  matter  has  been  placed  be- 
fore park  and  other  city  authorities 
and  brings  up  the  following  question. 
Since  money  is  denied  the  congested 
districts  for  increased  park  and  play- 
ground privileges,  is  it  past  reproach 
to  speak  of  a  $350,000  park  for  the 
Bronx?  If  the  present  mechanism  of 
city  government  results  in  the  present 
situation,  let  us  by  all  means  change 
the  mechanism.  Let  us  have  a  con- 
ference of  the  people  and  organiza- 
tions interested  and  devise  a  rational 
and  practical  means  of  providing  an 
adequate  system.  One  suggestion  is 
that  in  place  of  the  present  three-fold 
jurisdiction  of  play  and  recreation  cen- 
ters, under  Department  of  Docks  and 
Parks  and  the  Board  of  Education, 
they  should  all  be  united  under  one 
competent  head. 

Another  point  to  be  considered 
would  be  the  relative  merits  of  a  large 
park  versus  neighborhood  playgrounds. 
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Committees 

TENEMENT. 

Strictly  speaking-,  what  I  have  to 
say  to-day  is  not  a  report  from  the 
Tenements  Committee  as  such,  but  is 
in  regard  to  the  licensing  of  janitors 
by  the  passing  of  a  bill  which  has  been 
prepared  by  the  Janitors'  Society  and 
which  the  Tenements  Committee  wish- 
es to  have  discussed  by  the  League 
and  approved  if  possible. 

The  Janitors'  Society  was  started 
about  five  years  ago  among  the  jani- 
tors on  the  east  side  of  New  York 
City  for  the  purpose  of  improving  the 
status  of  janitors  and  thereby  increas- 
ing their  efficiency  and  value  to  the 
community.  Janitors  of  tenement 
houses  have  as  a  class  been  looked 
down  upon  by  the  people  among  whom 
they  live,  but  since  the  founding  of 
the  Janitors'  Society,  an  improvement 
has  been  noticed  in  this  respect.  The 
society  maintains  classes  for  the  in- 
struction of  janitors  in  the  duties  of 
their  calling  and  provides  lectures  on 
subjects  relating  to  those  duties. 
There  is  a  benefit  society  and  a  read- 
ing room.  The  dues  are  $3.50  a  year 
and  this  entitles  members  to  the  ser- 
vices of  a  physician  and  lawyer  and 
the  sum  of  $5.00  a  week  in  case  of 
sickness.  The  membership  is  between 
400  and  500,  mostly  Hebrews. 

At  the  present  time  the  society  is 
interested  in  a  proposed  bill  for  the 
licensing  of  janitors.  This  bill  pro- 
vides for  a  board  of  examiners  to 
consist  of  five  members — three  mem- 
bers to  be  appointed  by  the  mayor  and 
two  by  the  Janitors'  Society.  This 
board  is  to  issue  Hcenes  to  candidates 
who  have  passed  the  required  exam- 
ination. A  certificate  of  character 
from  three  reputable  citizens  is  also 
required.  The  board  is  to  have  the 
power  to  revoke  licenses  in  case  of 
misconduct  or  neglect.  Janitors  to 
be  held  responsible  for  violations  of 
tenement  house  regulations  and  also 
required  to  report  all  cases  of  con- 
tagious diseases  to  the  Board  of 
Health  without  waiting  for  a  physi- 


cian. At  the  present  time  the  owner 
and  the  physician  are  alone  responsi- 
ble. The  average  wage  of  a  janitor 
in  an  eight-family  tenement,  heated 
by  steam  is  $10.00  a  month,  and  he 
has  besides  the  use  of  from  two  to 
four  rooms.  As  it  is  impossible  to 
suj)port  a  family  on  this  amount  the 
janitor  must  seek  other  employment 
in  addition.  This  makes  it  necessary 
for  the  wife  to  perform  many  of  her 
husband's  duties  and  for  this  she 
usually  has  neither  the  time  nor  the 
aliility.  If  the  proposed  bill  should 
b/ecome  a  law,  janitors  should  com- 
mand higher  wages  and  be  able  to 
devote  themselves  exclusively  to  their 
duties.  Ten  dollars  a  week  would  be 
considered  fair  wages.  The  Janitors' 
Society  hopes  to  have  this  bill  passed 
at  the  present  session  of  the  legisla- 
ture. In  order  to  do  this  the  work 
must  be  done  in  the  next  two  months. 

Mr.  Michael  Brown,  the  secretary 
(^f  the  Society,  tells  us  that  the  So- 
ciety would  be  very  glad  to  have  the 
co-operation  of  the  League. 

It  is  necessary  that  a  large  delega- 
tion of  members  should  go  to  Albany 
and  the  expenses  of  the  journey  must 
be  met.  About  $1,000  will  be  needed 
as  it  is  hoped  to  send  a  delegation  of 
one  hundred  persons.  The  Society 
would  be  glad  of  our  help  in  raising 
this  money. 

If  the  members  of  the  League  do 
not  see  their  way  clear  to  giving  finan- 
cial help  much  can  be  done  by  letters 
to  the  assemblymen  urging  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill. 

Opposition  is  expected  from  persons 
who  buy  tenements  as  a  speculation 
and  install  perhaps  a  real  estate  agent 
as  janitor  and,  also,  from  owners  of 
tenements  who  wish  to  act  as  their 
own  janitors,  and  others,  but  it  is  felt 
that  property  owners  should  be  made 
to  realise  the  advantage  to  themselves 
that  would  result  from  the  increased 
efficiency  of  janitors  and  which  would 
outweigh  the  increase  in  wages. 

Helen  M.  French,  Chairman. 
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HOUSE. 

The  weather-stripping  has  been  put 
on  the  rear  windows.  Owing  to  a 
leak  from  the  pipe  leading  from  the 
wash  basin  on  second  floor  the  Com- 
mittee was  obliged  to  order  the  plumb- 
ing repairs.  The  ceiling  was  in  such 
a  terrible  condition  that  there  w^as  in- 
stant danger  of  the  corner  coming 
down  and  swamping  the  League.  A 
hurry  call  to  the  President  authorized 
the  chairman  to  give  the  order  for 
repair  of  ceiling.  An  investigation  of 
the  leak  in  the  pantry  showed  it  was 
caused  by  an  accumulation  of  water 
in  the  pipe.  This  has  been  removed, 
but  the  cause  of  a  renewal  of  the  ac- 
cumulation has  not  yet  been  deter- 
mined. The  skylight  was  broken,  and 
the  Women's  University  Club  has 
been  requested  to  have  it  repaired,  as 
the  mischief  was  done  by  a  pitcher 
falling  from  outside  of  one  of  the  club 
windows.  The  Monday  Afternoon 
Committee  is  arranging  to  have  per- 
sons conversant  with  various  topics 
give  talks  for  the  purpose  of  stimulat- 
ing discussions.  There  have  been 
two  teas.  Miss  Cowles  spoke  at  the 
first,  and  Miss  Lexow  at  the  one  last 
Monday. 


District  Branches 

PROSPECT  HEIGHTS. 

The  January  meeting  was  held  Jan- 
uary 22d.  The  treasurer  reported 
balance  to  date  $320,  and  an  acknowl- 
edgment from  Miss  Dreier  of  the  Re- 
search Department,  for  $250  for  our 
work  of  investigation  among  the 
women  immigrants  coming  to  Brook- 
lyn. They  are  mostly  Russian  Jewish 
women.  Miss  Adams,  the  investi- 
g'ator,  who  has  lived  in  Italy  and 
speaks  Italian  fluently,  also  French 
and  German,  reported  her  visits  to 
307  women  immigrants — Austrians, 
Russian,  and  Roumanian  Jews,  one 
French,  one  Norwegian,  a  few  Scotch 
and  Irish  girls.  The  Italian  and  Jew- 
ish girls  are  employed  in  factories. 


but  the  majority  of  these  are  out  of 
work  now.  The  German  or  English 
speaking  girls  go  into  domestic  ser- 
vice. The  report  is  an  interesting  pic- 
ture of  the  conditions  which  exist, 
and  the  many  facts  w^hich  face  us, 
and  which  we  so  seldom  know  any- 
thing about. 

The  committee  on  streets  reported 
general  abuses  which  had  been  cor- 
rected. The  chairman  of  this  branch 
has  again  made  an  effort  to  get  the 
Wallabout  market  blocks  cleaned  up, 
as  the  condition  of  these  is  simply 
disgusting.  In  reply  to  her  letter  sent 
to  the  deputy  commissioner  of  the 
Department  of  Street  Cleaning,  she 
was  referred  to  the  Bureau  of  Public 
Buildings  and  Ofiices,  the  word  being 
that  the  Wallabout  Market  region 
comes  under  the  jurisdiction  of  that 
bureau ;  also  that  my  complaint  comes 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Police 
Department  and  that  I  might  request 
this  department  to  direct  the  resi- 
dents of  that  vicinity  to  discontinue 
the  practice  of  throwing  rubbish  on 
this  property — but  that  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Street  Cleaning  had  notified 
his  local  superintendent  to  have  the 
refuse  removed  and  streets  cleaned ; 
such  refuse  consists  of  large  bunch- 
es of  rusted  wire,  looking  like  old 
cast-off  mattresses,  also  garbage,  ash- 
es and  vegetables.  A  letter  was  sent 
to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Police  De- 
partment. A  letter  was  also  sent  to 
the  Superintendent  of  Public  Build- 
ings, '\vho  caused  an  investigation  to 
be  made  and  found  my  complaint  jus- 
tified, and  he  had  ordered  one  lot  in 
particular  cleaned  up  as  soon  as  the 
snow  and  ice  had  melted"  (which  has 
melted  twice  already  since  the  re- 
ceipt of  his  letter).  This  superinten- 
dent also  wrote  that  his  bureau  was 
not  responsible  for  the  dumping  of 
said  refuse.  It  still  remains  to  be 
found  out  who  is  responsible  for  these 
intolerable  conditions  of  blocks  and 
streets. 

Our  Kings  County  Jail  Committee 
reported  that  this  jail  is  under  the 
jurisdiction    of    the    Department  of 
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Correction.  An  addition  costing 
$300,000  was  to  be  made,  and  the 
plans  for  this  addition  had  been  ap- 
proved by  the  Municipal  Art  Commis- 
sion. 

According-  to  the  request  of  the 
Central  Committee  the  members  have 
been  "sounded"  as  to  increasing  the 
Branch  contributions  to  that  office. 
It  was  decided  that  it  preferred  to  go 
on  in  the  old  way,  giving  on  an  aver- 
age of  $50  a  year. 

Airs.   Rosahe  Loew   Whitney  ad- 
dressed   this    meeting   on  ''General 
Civic    Interests    in    Brooklyn,"  and 
much  valuable  discussion  followed. 
Caroline  A.  L.  Pratt, 

Chairman. 


Report  on  Immigrant  Girls 

Number  Investigated.  The  number 
of  cases  investigated  up  to  January 
1st  is  three  hundred  and  seven.  The 
actual  number  of  visits  is  greater,  be- 
cause sometimes  a  girl  is  not  at  home 
or  has  moved  away.  In  Brooklyn  it 
is  not  possible  to  make  as  many  visits 
in  a  given  time  as  in  New  York,  be- 
cause, while  in  New  York  the  for- 
eigners as  a  rule  live  together  in  con- 
gested districts,  in  Brooklyn  they  are 
scattered  from  one  end  of  the  bor- 
ough to  the  other,  and  one  often  finds 
isolated  addresses.  The  majority  of 
immigrant  girls  going  to  Brooklyn 
are  Russian  Jews,  and  the  investiga- 
tion of  a  large  number  of  these  cases 
we  hope  to  take  up  later. 

Employment.  In  general  the  Ital- 
ian and  Jewish  girls  are  employed  in 
factories,  the  German  and  English- 
speaking  girls  in  domestic  service. 
Since  the  ''panic"  the  majority  of  the 
factory  girls  have  been  out  of  work, 
but  I  have  not  found  one  case  of  a 
servant  who  has  tried  to  find  employ- 
ment without  success.  I  am  often 
asked  such  questions  as  "How  is  it 
that  nobody  is  workins:  now?"  "How 
are  we  to  eat?"  But  I  have  not  ob- 
served any  cases  of  apparent  destitu- 
tion. 


Object  in  Coming.  Most  of  the 
girls  have  their  passage  prepaid,  and 
come  in  the  hope  of  making  more 
money,  having  in  almost  every  case 
relatives  already  here.  In  one  case 
the  ticket  was  obtained  on  credit  be- 
cause ''nobody  is  working  now."  A 
number  of  Italian  girls  have  come  to 
be  married  and  I  found  one  case  of  a 
girl  who  was  married  "by  paper"  in 
Italy,  and  I  was  unable  to  ascertain 
that  any  subsequent  marriage  cere- 
mony had  taken  place  here.  On  the 
whole,  these  girls  seem  to  lead  moral 
lives.  I  found  one  case  of  a  Scotch 
girl  whose  sister  wished  her  to  be  de- 
ported because  she  was  leading  a  dis- 
solute existence,  which  she  had  begun 
in  Scotland.  She  showed  me  a  letter 
received  by  her  husband  from  the 
criminal  investigation  department  of 
the  city  of  Glasgow  police,  stating 
some  very  unconventional  facts  about 
the  girl,  quite  sufficient  to  cause  her 
deportation.  This  case  has  been  fol- 
lowed up  by  another  investigator  and 
a  full  report  made  by  him. 

Literacy.  The  German  and  Eng- 
lish-speaking girls  have  without  ex- 
ception been  to  school  in  their  own 
countries,  as  have  most  of  the  North 
Italians,  but  the  majority  of  the  South 
Italians  are  illiterate.  I  have  not 
found  one  case  of  an  Italian  girl  at- 
tending evening  school,  and  the  Ital- 
ian women  evince  not  the  faintest  de- 
sire for  education.  When  I  ask  them 
if  they  would  not  like  to  go  to  even- 
ing school  to  learn  English,  they  usu- 
ally reply  that  they  have  no  time,  or 
are  too  old,  or  laugh  at  the  idea  as 
too  absurd  to  consider  seriously.  Two 
girls  have  expressed  a  willingness  to 
attend  school  and  I  have  given  them 
the  address  of  schools,  but  I  am  in- 
clined to  think  that  they  did  it  to  make 
a  favorable  impression  on  me.  Some- 
times the  Italians  say  that  they  never 
go  out  in  the  evening,  which  reply 
they  have  also  made  to  suggestions 
that  they  attend  settlement  classes. 

Amusements.  It  seems  to  be  a  fact 
that  the  Italian  girls  in  Brooklyn  lead 
peaceful,  domestic  lives,  with  almost 
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no  amusements  outside  the  home. 
They  do  not  attend  the  theatres  or 
dances.  I  found  an  ItaHan  whose 
brother  was  an  actor  at  the  ItaUan 
theatres  in  Brooklyn  and  New  York, 
and  she  said  she  had  never  seen  him 
act  in  this  country  although  she  had 
once  seen  him  on  the  stage  in  Sicily. 
The  prevailing  Italian  sentiment 
seems  to  be  that  the  theatre  is  not  a 
suitable  place  for  respectable  women 
to  be  seen.  The  existence  of  the  Ital- 
ian girl  would  seem  to  the  American 
dull  and  stupid  to  the  last  degree. 
Some  Italian  men  object  to  having 
their  sisters  and  daughters  work  in 
factories,  and  one  told  me  that  he 
never  allowed  his  sister  to  go  out  in 
the  rain !  Another  who  had  two 
daughters  and  a  niece  employed  in  a 
jute  mill,  and  to  whom  I  was  trying 
to  depict  the  great  benefits  to  be  de- 
rived from  visiting  a  settlement  house, 
said  that  on  no  account  would  he 
permit  the  girls  to  go  there  in  the 
evenings,  and  it  was  his  dearest  wish 
to  s:et  them  all  married  as  soon  as 
possible ! 

Housing  Conditions.  The  domestic 
servant  seems  without  exception  to 
have  a  room  to  herself,  and  usually 
every  other  Sunday  and  Thursday 
afternoon  free.  Last  week  I  found 
one  case  of  a  girl  who  left  her  first 
place  because  she  could  not  get 
enough  to  eat,  but  often  a  girl  is  treat- 
ed like  one  of  the  family. 

As  a  rule  the  Italian  tenements  are 
clean  and  comfortable,  although  often 
crowded,  if  judged  by  Anglo-Saxon 
standards.  The  Italians  are  usually 
very  hospitable  and  seem  delighted  to 
be  visited  and  answer  questions — in 
fact,  I  am  usually  treated  like  a  dis- 
tinguished guest,  and  often  offered 
anise-seed  cordial  or  coffee,  and  in- 
vited to  come  again. 

The  Germans  and  English  although 
usually  polite  are  not  so  effusive.  In- 
deed I  have  recently  had  the  very  hu- 
miliating experience  of  being  shown 
the  door  by  the  mistress  of  a  German 
servant  whom  I  was  interviewing. 


Recently  I  have  been  interested  in 
observing  what  may  be  an  incipient 
tendency  to  race  suicide  among  the 
Italians.  Italians  as  a  rule  have  large 
families,  but  I  have  spoken  with  a 
number  of  men  and  women  who  had 
no  children  and  who  declared  that  they 
didn't  wish  to  have  any.  ''Children 
no  good,"  they  said.  The  expressions 
''no  good,"  "all  right,"  and  "move 
out"  form  part  of  every  Italian's  vo- 
cabulary. 


GREENWICH. 

At  the  February  meeting  a  letter 
was  read  from  the  Fifth  Avenue  Om- 
nibus Co.,  stating  that  they  were  en- 
deavoring to  secure  the  most  unbreak- 
able shades  for  the  gas  jets  in  the 
'busses,  and  asking  to  be  informed  if 
any  were  noticed  lighted,  after  the 
shades  had  been  broken,  as  their  in- 
structions to  the  conductors  were  to 
immediately  turn  off  the  gas.  A  let- 
ter from  the  Street  Cleaning  Commis- 
sioner, Mr.  Crowell,  thanked  us  for  our 
letter  in  regard  to  Fourteenth  Street. 
The  Commissioner  oft'ered  to  see 
any  members  of  the  committee, 
whereupon  two  members  had  an  in- 
teresting talk  with  him,  in  which  he 
outlined  his  plans  for  enlisting  public 
support,  interest  and  co-operation,  in 
the  work  of  keeping  the  city  clean. 
He  wishes  to  promote  the  work  of  in- 
teresting school  children,  and  has  had 
cards  with  the  rules  for  garbage  and 
litter  disposal  printed  in  many  lan- 
guages for  distribution.  He  has  or- 
dered 500  new  refuse  cans  (painted 
with  a  band  of  red,  to  be  more  promi- 
nently seen,  on  which  are  printed  the 
notice  that  it  is  forbidden  to  throw 
refuse  in  the  streets)  to  be  placed 
about  the  city ;  is  studying  the  design 
of  a  cart  for  flushing  the  streets^  in- 
stead of  our  present  primitive  hose, 
and,  most  desirable  of  all,  also  hopes 
to  secure  some  properly  constructed, 
covered  garbage  collection  carts,  with 
a  hood  under  which  the  cans  are  emp- 
tied, something  like  those  used  in  Ber- 
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lin.  The  Sunday  litter  on  Fourteenth 
Street  seems  to  be  a  matter  largely  of 
police  non-enforcement,  and  possibly 
also  of  securing  a  new  ordinance 
obliging  proprietors  of  shops  and 
large  mercantile  establishments  to 
clean  their  pavements  on  Sunday  as 
well  as  other  days.  We  shall  continue 
this  investigation. 

Cards  have  been  sent  to  our  mem- 
bers and  some  others,  in  co-operation 
with  the  Transit  Committee  of  River- 
side, relating  to  the  surface  and  ele- 
vated cars.  As  yet  only  a  few  have 
been  returned  filled  out,  but  they  will 
prove  such  good  evidence  that  we 
hope  all  our  members  will  take  the 
trouble  to  fill  them  out. 

The  matter  of  magistrates'  leniency 
in  discharging  persons  arrested  for 
spitting,  was  laid  over  for  another 
month,  until  the  weather  again  brings 
out  the  noon  crowd  on  Fifth  avenue, 
and  calls  attention  to  the  need  of  en- 
forcement of  this  ordinance.  After 
various  interviews  the  matter  of  the 
repair  of  the  Jefiferson  ^larket  tower 
clock  we  hope  is  finally  arranged  for, 
at  a  much  lower  figure  than  was  given 
in  the  early  estimates,  the  difference 
being  nearly  $400. 

The  lack  of  care  of  the  trees  in 
Washington  Square  has  also  been 
taken  up  and  a  letter,  with  sugges- 
tions, written  to  Commissioner  Smith. 
For  an  Italian  meeting  at  Richmond 
Hill  House  on  January  29  we  secured 
Mr.  Rocca,  formerly  a  city  marshal, 
who  spoke  to  the  women  in  Italian, 
on  simple  sanitary  and  municipal  mat- 
ters, and  seemed  to  interest  them  very 
much.  K.  S.  Day,  Chairman. 

CHELSEA. 

As  this  district  is  the  gate  of  the 
city,  we  feel  great  importance  attaches 
to  Chelsea  and  that  civic  pride  should 
be  kept  alert  and  aggressive  in  a  sec- 
tion of  the  city  through  which  so 
many  tourists  pass  who  come  from 
other  countries  and  from  distant  parts 
of  our  own. 

Miss    Pfender,   our   chairman  on 


streets,  invited  a  number  of  the  Chel- 
sea Committee  to  meet  the  Deputy 
Commissioner  of  Street  Cleaning,  Mr. 
Edwards.  With  tea  as  an  accompani- 
ment, we  poured  out  our  tale  of  woe^ 
and  after  consultation  with  Mr.  Cro- 
well,  Mr.  Edwards  sent  us  a  letter 
promising  specific  improvements  in  the 
district  within  a  short  time. 

We  are  especially  interested  in  sec- 
tions fifteen,  seventeen,  and  nineteen 
and  a  letter  has  been  sent  to  each 
foreman,  making  it  plain  to  him  that 
we  are  working  for  a  model  district 
and  that  the  improvement  must  be 
permanent  and  not  spasmodic.  In  his 
letter  Mr.  Edwards  stated  that  he  has 
instructed  the  foremen  of  these  sec- 
tions to  increase  the  number  of  refuse 
cans  and  to  distribute  printed  matter, 
but  more  important  than  all  else,  he 
has  instructed  these  men  to  collect 
ashes  and  garbage  from  west  to  east^ 
instead  of  from  east  to  west  as  for- 
merly, thus  making  the  unsightly  ash 
barrel  conspicuous  by  its  absence  after 
ten  o'clock.  Our  work  now  is  to  keep 
the  foremen  up  to  their  duty,  and  no 
less  laborious  will  be  the  task  of  get- 
ting the  householder  to  do  his  part. 

A  circular  has  gone  out  from  our 
committee  asking  every  organization, 
civic,  religious,  educational,  and  of 
whatever  description,  to  set  the  time 
between  March  tenth  and  twentieth 
for  lectures  and  education  on  civics, 
making  every  unit  feel  his  individual 
responsibility  and  showing  the  chil- 
dren their  importance  as  a  contribut- 
ing cause  of  good  and  bad  conditions. 

H.  Backus,  Chairman. 

kip's  bay. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Kip's 
Hay  Branch  was  held  on  Tuesday, 
January  21st,  at  the  Friends'  Semin- 
ary, 226  East  i6th  Street,  at  four 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  The  chair- 
man, Mrs.  J.  Noble  Hayes,  presided. 
There  were  present  about  forty  adults 
and  in  addition  the  Alexander  Ham- 
ilton Club  of  young  girls  from  the 
People's  Institute,  the  club  house  of 
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which  is  in  Kip's  Bay  District.  Airs. 
Jackson  made  a  few  remarks  in  re- 
gard to  the  achievements  of  the 
League  in  the  past,  and  urged  all  to 
take  up  the.  work  of  the  League. 

The  present  officers  were  then  re- 
elected :  Chairman,  Mrs.  J.  Noble 
Hayes ;  ^'ice-Chairman,  Mrs.  Wm. 
AI.  Jackson :  Secretary,  Miss  M.  E. 
Lunney :  Treasurer,  ]\Irs.  Charles  A. 
Hoag. 

A  poem  entitled  "They,"  which  ap- 
peared in  The  ^Municipal  League  Bul- 
letin, was  then  most  stirringly  read 
by  Miss  Marjory  Wilson,  a  pupil  of 
Friends'  Seminary. 

The  Girls'  Club  from  People's  Insti- 
tute sang  the  city  history  song,  ''New 
York,"  composed  by  Ida  Punaflf.  with 
music  by  Walter  Damrosch.  It  was 
well  rendered,  and  aroused  enthu- 
siasm for  our  city's  welfare. 

Mrs.  Rosalie  Loew  Whitney,  who 
was  the  moving  spirit  in  the  organi- 
zation of  Kip's  Bay  District,  then  made 
a  stirring  appeal  for  the  work. 

Miss  Pierson  spoke  of  the  desirabil- 
ity of  preserving  the  old  milestone  on 
1 6th  Street  and  Third  Avenue.  A 
committee  volunteered  for  this  work 
to  carry  out  the  plans  already  made 
for  the  collection  of  small  sums  in 
co-operation  with  the  City  History 
Club.  Two  young  girls  of  the  Alex- 
ander Hamilton  Club  s^ave  a  violin 
and  piano  piece  which  was  well  done 
and  much  enjoyed. 

The  chairman  reported  one  big 
piece  of  work  finished  by  Kip's  Bay 
District.  Trees  and  shrubs  have  been 
planted  in  St.  Gabriel's  Park,  Thirty- 
fifth  Street  and  Second  Avenue.  In- 
numerable visits  had  been  made  to  the 
municipal  authorities,  in  regard  to  this 
matter,  by  the  chairman,  and  some  of 
the  ladies,  together  with  a  committee 
from  the  Neighborhood  Club. 

The  President  of  the  League,  Mrs. 
Richard  Aid  rich,  followed  with  a  very 
interesting  and  impressive  address, 
which  was  listened  to  with  the  closest 
attention.  Mrs.  Aldrich  set  forth  with 
great  strength  and  clearness  the  aims 
and    the    accomplishments    of  the 


League,  and  in  closing,  urged  upon 
the  menibers  the  three  following 
points:  (i)  Faithfully  to  attend  the 
meetings.  (2)  Always  to  bring  a 
friend.  (3)  To  secure  one  new  mem- 
ber a  year  for  the  League. 

iVfter  the  business  meeting  adjourn- 
ed, tea  was  served  by  the  chairman, 
and  an  informal  discussion  followed. 

Edith  Kendall, 
.         .  Acting  Secretary. 

RIVERSIDE. 

At  the  February  meeting  Miss 
]\Iarion  Peters,  chairman  of  the 
Waring  Juvenile  Leagues,  stated 
that  owing  to  the  increased  cost  of 
uniforms  and  gims,  the  committee  has 
decided  to  abandon  for  the  present  the 
idea  of  having  military  drills,  and  in- 
stead they  have  engaged  the  services 
of  Air.  George  C.  Marvin,  who  is  to 
undertake  a  weekly  gymnasium  drill. 
Aliss  Blanche  Hess,  who  kindly  vol- 
unteered to  take  a  class  in  basketry 
once  a  week,  gave  the  first  lesson  of 
the  season  on  Alonday,  February  the 
third.  The  boys  report  on  the  work 
of  the  municipal  departments  and  de- 
bate on  various  subjects  twice  a  month. 
Their  reports  on  infringements  of  laws 
or  ordinances  are  brought  in  Saturday 
afternoons  and  some  members  of  the 
committee  are  always  there  to  receive 
them.  A  prize  has  been  oflfered  for 
the  best  gymnasium  work,  and  one 
bv  Mrs.  A.  E.  Rose  to  the  most  intelli- 
gent  and  faithful  reporter  for  the  en- 
tire season.  In  addition  to  the  dona- 
tion of  $100  from  Aliss  Holt,  we  have 
received  $25  from  the  Riverside  and 
Morningside  Heights  Association.  The 
expenses  are  for  Mr.  Marvin's  salary 
and  rental  for  the  use  of  the  build- 
ing at  225  West  Ninety-ninth  Street. 

The  Chairman  on  Parks  reported 
upon  a  meeting  of  her  committee  at 
which  it  was  decided  to  make  careful 
study  of  the  trees  along  Broadway, 
noting  where  there  were  none,  and 
by  bringing  this  data  to  the  attention 
of  the  Park  Commissioner,  endeavor 
to  secure  trees  planted  in  the  vacant 
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spots,  hoping  in  this  way  by  degrees 
to  secure  the  restoration  of  Broadway 
to  something  of  its  former  beauty. 
The  Park  Committee  called  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Branch  to  a  park  ordinance 
that  is  usually  disregarded.  The  ordi- 
nance forbids  all  persons  to  throw  or 
leave  any  paper,  refuse  or  rubbish  on 
any  of  the  lawns  or  walks  of  the  parks 
or  parkways. 

The  Publication  Committee  reported 
that  at  its  meeting  it  had  decided  to 
obtain  copies  of  the  city  ordinances 
so  that  the  chairman  of  the  various 
committees  might  refer  any  question 
to  them  in  regard  to  the  city  depart- 
ments. The  Publication  Committee 
has  organized  a  clipping  bureau  and 
the  members  will  cover  nine  daily 
papers. 

The  Transit  Committee  reported  re- 
ceiving from  the  printer  the  sixteen 
hundred  cards  ordered.  In  this  work, 
Riverside  now  has  the  co-operation  of 
three  other  Branches,  INIorrisania, 
Chelsea,  and  Greenwich,  which  have 
applied  for  cards. 

After  the  business  was  concluded, 
Mr.  Travis  H.  Whitney,  secretary  of 
the  Public  Service  Commission,  ad- 
dressed the  meeting. 

In  opening  his  remarks,  Mr.  Whit- 
ney drew  special  attention  to  the  cor- 
rect title  of  the  Commission,  which 
now  is  Public  Service  Commission.  A 
distinction  that  all  should  bear  in  mind 
so  as  to  avoid  confusion  with  other 
organizations. 

As  to  gas  meters,  the  Commission 
inspects  them  on  the  complaint  of  citi- 
zens, and  out  of  a  large  number  of  me- 
ters inspected,  there  were  thirteen  per 
cent  correct,  fifty-two  per  cent  too  fast, 
and  thirty-five  per  cent  too  slow. 
When  a  meter  is  found  running  fast 
the  gas  company  should  refund  the 
money  from  the  time  the  meter  was 
installed,  and  when  the  meter  is  found 
to  go  slow,  the  consumer  ought  to  pay 
the  company  the  difference. 

Mr.  Whitney  explained  that  there 
are  two  Public.  Service  Commissions — 
one  State,  and  one  Municipal — the  lat- 
ter covering  four  counties.  New  York, 


Kings,  Queens  and  Richmond.  The  two 
Commissions  overlap  in  territory,  the 
State  Commission  having  control  of 
all  steam  railroads,  even  after  the  cars 
come  into  the  four  counties  mentioned. 
The  Commission  of  which  Mr.  Whit- 
ney is  secretary  has  charge  of  gas 
and  electricity,  city  railways  (even 
when  they  extend  into  Westchester 
County),  railroad  terminals  and  con- 
struction of  subways.  This  Commis- 
sion has  500  men  in  its  employ,  250 
of  whom  are  engaged  in  supervising 
the  construction  of  subways.  This  in- 
cludes a  number  of  men  who  are  in 
Pittsburg  testing  all  the  steel  and 
cement  to  be  utilized  in  our  subways. 

In  speaking  of  the  poor  condition  of 
street  cars,  it  was  stated  that  out  of 
1,800  examined,  1,600  cars  were  in 
poor  condition.  This  led  to  the  Com- 
mission making  an  order  compelling 
the  car  company  to  thoroughly  over- 
haul all  its  cars,  and  the  company  was 
instructed  that  after  February  15th  it 
would  be  expected  to  turn  out  ten  cars 
a  day  in  perfect  condition.  In  six 
months  the  entire  system  ought  to  be 
properly  equipped  if  the  orders  of  the 
Commission  are  obeyed.  And  there 
is  a  provision  in  the  law  imposing 
upon  a  company  a  heavy  penalty  for 
failure  to  obey  the  orders  of  the  Pub- 
lic Service  Commission.  This  act  also 
gives  the  litigation  of  the  Public  Ser- 
vice Commission  preference  over  all 
other  cases  except  election  cases. 

Mr.  Whitney's  information  was  of 
especial  interest  to  the  women  of  the 
Riverside  Branch  in  their  present  cam- 
paign for  better  sanitary  condition  in 
the  cars. 

Ida  S.  Cohen_,  Chairman. 

HEIGHTS  (Brooklyn). 

Before  giving  a  report  of  the  Janu- 
ary meeting  we  wish  to  express  our 
pleasure  at  the  visit  of  our  president. 
Mrs.  Aldrich  was  present  at  this 
meeting  and  spoke  of  the  work  of  the 
League,  dwelling  particularly  on  the 
need  of  increased  membership.  The 
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Central  Committee  having  asked  for 
a  representative  from  Brooklyn  to 
serve  on  the  Finance  Committee,  Mrs. 
W.  H.  Crittenden  was  unanimously 
chosen,  and  kindly  consented  to  serve. 
She  will  represent  the  Heights  and 
the  Prospect  Branches. 

At  this  meeting  it  was  decided  to 
form  a  committee  for  increasing  our 
membership.  Last  vear  two  of  our 
members,  Mrs.  Thayer  and  Mrs. 
Brown,  did  very  fine  work  in  this 
direction  and  we  hope  they  will  be 
able  to  form  a  committee  for  the  same 
purpose  at  the  present  time.  About 
thirty  new  members  were  added  to 
our  list  as  a  result  of  the  work  of  the 
committee  in  the  Fall  of  1907. 

The  tenement  house  committee  has 
been  interested  in  the  work  of  the 
Janitors'  Association  of  New  York. 
At  this  meeting  Mrs.  French  gave  an 
account  of  a  talk  before  her  commit- 
tee by  Mr.  Brown  of  the  Janitors'  As- 
sociation. The  association  wishes  to 
put  through  a  bill  for  licensing  jani- 
tors and  is  anxious  to  secure  the  sup- 
port of  the  League  for  this  measure. 
No  action  has  been  taken  by  our 
Branch. 

Mrs.  Betts  spoke  of  the  value  of 
photographs  as  a  means  of  impressing 
truth.  The  closet  in  one  of  our  Brook- 
lyn playgrounds  was  in  a  frightful  con- 
dition, and  this  fact  had  been  reported 
to  the  authorities  again  and  again 
without  result.  ]\Irs.  Betts  had  a  pho- 
tograph of  the  place  taken,  which  she 
showed  to  the  superintendent  and 
within  48  hours  the  matter  was  reme- 
died. The  school  committee  reported 
a  visit  to  schools  Xo.  i  and  5,  which 
were  found  to  be  in  a  satisfactory  con- 
dition. 

At  the  close  of  the  meeting,  which 
was  a  large  one,  we  listened  with  great 
interest  to  a  talk  on  the  work  of  the 
Health  Department  given  by  Commis- 
sioner Darlington,  the  lecture  being  il- 
lustrated by  lantern  slides. 


Cheap  Amusement  Investigation 
A  Vitally  Important  Matter 

For  some  three  months  a  joint  com- 
mittee of  The  Woman's  Municipal 
League  and  the  People's  Institute  has 
been  engaged  in  an  investigation  of 
the  cheap  amusements  of  Manhattan 
Island.  This  committee  was  formed 
prior  to  the  Sunday  Law  agitation  and 
to  the  Boyertown  fire.  Its  field  in- 
vestigator has  been  at  work  steadily 
since  November.  It  has  studied  pri- 
marily the  cheap  theatres,  the  moving- 
picture  shows,  and  the  penny  arcades. 
Legal  and  sanitary  aspects,  fire-pro- 
tection, the  moral  aspect,  and  above 
all  the  social  and  educational  aspects, 
have  been  threshed  out  in  broad  de- 
tail. The  subject  is  of  vast  impor- 
tance. The  cheap  amusements  in 
question  have  grown  up  largely  with- 
in the  last  five  years,  and  at  present 
they  reach  certainly  a  quarter  of  a 
million  people  in  ^Manhattan  every 
day.  There  are  more  than  five  hun- 
dred such  amusements  in  New  York ; 
each  must  entertain  on  an  average  at 
least  three  thousand  patrons  a  week, 
even  to  pay  expenses ;  the  resultant 
figure  is  enormous.  The  bulk  of  this 
patronage  consists  of  children  and  im- 
migrants— the  formative  and  impres- 
sionable elements  in  our  population. 

Neither  The  Woman's  }^funicipal 
League  nor  the  People's  Institute  has 
primarily  a  policing  or  repressive  ob- 
ject. Both  are  educational  and  civic 
organizations.  But  the  name  "cheap 
amusement"  stands  in  bad  odor  in 
New  York,  and  no  member  of  this 
committee  would  have  been  surprised 
had  the  main  result  of  its  investis^a- 
tion  been  the  stimulating  of  the  police 
toward  the  regulation  of  disorder  and 
suppression  of  vice.  A  surprise  was 
waiting  for  us.  We  found,  indeed, 
some  disorder,  some  vice,  some  decay. 
We  found  great  need  for  new  and 
better  laws  on  a  subject  which  has 
grown  up  too  rapidly  for  lawgivers  to 
keep  pace  with  it.  But  most  of  all 
we  have  found  a  wide  and  deep-root- 
ed popular  movement,  we  have  seen 
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a  people's  theatre  of  the  future  taking 
form  and  we  have  been  impressed 
with  a  great  opportunity  which  so- 
cial workers  have  overlooked,  but 
which  business  interests  have  taken 
up  and  developed  into  a  far-reaching 
institution. 

But  first  some  distinctions  which 
are  important.  There  are  three  class- 
es of  cheap  amusements,  leaving 
dance-halls  and  skating-rinks  to  one 
side.  First,  is  the  cheap  theatre, 
charging  twenty-five  cents  or  less, 
and  operating  under  a  theatre  license, 
granted  by  the  police.  Then  comes 
the  moving-picture  show,  and  the 
penny-arcade,  both  operating  under  a 
common-show  license,  which  is  grant- 
ed by  the  bureau  of  licenses. 

The  cheap  theatres  provide  melo- 
dramas, vaudeville  and  burlesque. 
They  ofifer  no  new  problem.  Often 
the  melodramas,  while  crude,  are 
genuine  and  well-intentioned,  and 
they  are  a  very  ancient  form  of  enter- 
tainment. Often  the  burlesque  and 
vaudeville  are  corrupt  and  vicious, 
but  they  have  learned  the  ways  of  the 
law  and  are  generally  successful  in 
keeping  within  it. 

As  for  the  penny  arcade,  we  are 
convinced  that  it  is  a  destructive  influ- 
ence, almost  unmitigated.  The  pic- 
tures in  its  slot-machines  tend  posi- 
tively toward  the  indecent  and  vio- 
lent ;  it  opens  on  thoroughfares,  with 
free  admission,  and  is  often  the  haunt 
of  idlers  and  sometimes  of  worse ;  and 
it  is  without  the  leavening  salt  of 
family  patronage,  which  has  trans- 
formed the  moving-picture  show  from 
its  corrupt  and  dubious  quality  of  five 
years  ago  to  its  present  constructive 
and  healthy  quality.  Viewed  on  its 
positive  side  there  is  hardly  anything 
into  which  the  penny-arcade  can  de- 
velop and  its  decline  has  actually 
begun.  The  moving-picture  show  has 
superseded  it.  and  it  is  thronged  no 
more.  As  an  amusement-center  for 
the  people  that  section  of  the  penny- 
arcade  now  devoted  to  athletic  fea- 
tures and  games  of  skill  might  be  de- 
veloped, but  hardly  along  the  lines  or 


with  the  co-operation  of  the  penny- 
arcade  or  such. 

The  moving-picture  show  remains. 
There  are  nearly  two  hundred  of  these 
in  Manhattan  Island.  Ten  years  ago 
there  were  none.  Six  years  ago  one 
saw  "chasers"  and  scenes  of  marvel, 
of  vulgarity,  and  often  of  shady  moral 
tone,  in  the  moving-picture  show.  To- 
day one  sees  drama-complicated,  fas- 
cinating pantomime — geography,  his- 
tory, romantic  industrial  processes, 
and  human-interest  matters  of  every 
sort  and  kind.  There  are  rough-and- 
tumble  pictures,  rather  too  large  an 
assortment  of  violence  and  disasters, 
but  rarely,  almost  never,  vulgarity  or 
indecency. 

The  audiences  are  composite  in  the 
highest  degree.  On  the  wilds  of  the 
Bowery  we  have  seen  Chinamen,  Ital- 
ians, Yiddish  people,  the  young  and 
old,  often  entire  families,  crowded  side 
by  side.  They  followed  the  story  of 
Bluebeard,  the  growing  of  tropical 
fruits,  shipwrecks  in  distant  waters, 
patriotic  scenes  from  the  American 
Revolution.  Paul  Revere  rode  madly 
for  nearly  half-an-hour ;  between  the 
scenes  Longfellow's  poem  was  sha- 
dowed onto  the  curtain,  and  the  chil- 
dren shouted  its  lines  in  unison.  At 
the  close  the  national  anthem  was 
sung.  The  audience  gave  the  chorus ; 
for  a  moment  the  many  peoples  were 
one. 

Next-door  was  a  penny-arcade  on 
one  side,  a  beauty-show  on  the  other. 
Outside,  the  vice  and  hopelessness  of 
the  Bowery.  But  inside  was  the  en- 
thusiasm of  an  orderly  three  hundred 
people.  There  was  bad  air  and  peril 
from  fire  as  well,  but  these  we  know 
were  the  husks  of  the  situation,  and 
subject  to  immediate  remedy,  while 
inside  was  a  seed  of  genuine  drama 
and  living  human  interest,  which  had 
been  planted  in  the  hungry  soil  of  a 
human  need,  and  would  grow. 

So  much  for  the  subject-matter  of 
our  investigation.  The  problem  of 
cheap  amusements  has  been  forced  to 
the  front  in  public  attention  of  late, 
and  has  been  viewed  in  only  a  partial 
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manner.  The  essentials  have  indeed 
been  often  lost  sight  of  altogether. 
We  have  felt  that  a  brief  preliminary 
statement  of  conclusions,  which  we 
have  reached  after  exhaustive  investi- 
gation, would  justify  a  communica- 
tion such  as  the  recent.  Especially 
true  is  this,  because  there  are  bills 
now  pending  before  the  legislature, 
and  action  now  in  process  or  pending, 
by  city  departments  under  existing 
laws,  which  will  contribute  to  the 
rapid  development  of  the  situation. 
The  public  schools  are  vitally  con- 
cerned from  several  standpoints. 

As  for  the  objects  of  this  commit- 
tee as  an  active  factor  in  the  situation, 
there  is  not  room  for  detail  here.  The 
cheap  amusement  question  bristles 
with  legal  aspects.  Legislation  is  not 
only  inevitable  but  desirable.  This — 
the  regulative  side — and  work  of  a 
.more  purely  constructive  nature,  the 
attempt,  for  instance,  to  assimilate  to 
educational  agencies  of  various  sorts 
the  educational  value  and  the  great 
social  appeal  of  the  moving-picture 
show,  constitute  the  practical  work  of 
the  committee. 

Committee  on  Cheap  Amusements. 
IMiCHAEL       Davis,  Jr.,  Chairman. 
Josephine  Redding,  Secretary. 


Report  of  the  Research  Depart- 
ment of  The  Woman's 
Municipal  League 

Since  the  last  meeting,  Januarv  13, 
we  have  had  fourteen  applicants  for 
help;  four  of  these  have  come  many 
times.  We  have  been  able  to  get  work 
for  three  through  direct  appeals  to 
friends.  Two  were  sent  with  letters 
to  the  Joint  Application  Bureau  of 
the  C.  O.  S.,  and  help  given  them,  in 
clothes,  food,  and  in  one  case  lodg- 
ing, at  the  City  Lodging  House,  for 
one  night — this  case,  the  most  needy, 


is  now  settled  in  a  home,  in  the  coun- 
try through  our  joint  efforts,  and  a 
letter  has  come  to  me  saying  that  the 
home  is  a  good  one,  and  she  can  never 
thank  us  enough  for  what  we  did. 
^^'e  have  been  able  to  secure  sewing 
and  days'  work  for  a  German  woman 
with  five  children,  whose  husband,  a 
baker,  has  been  out  of  work  for  two' 
months.  In  every  case  coming  to  us 
we  have  made  careful  inquiry,  and 
when  possible  sent  theni  to  other  or- 
ganizations able  to  care  for  their  par- 
ticular needs. 

The  Armstrong  Association  sent  a 
girl  to  us  ;  we  referred  her  to  the  best 
agent  for  colored  girls,  and  if  she 
does  not  secure  employment  that  way, 
we  will  place  her  through  friends. 
We  have  had  applications  from  three 
ladies  for  day  workers  and  have  been 
able  to  supply  them,  one  through  an 
agency,  and  two  from  women  apply- 
ing to  us  for  help.  We  have  had  to 
fit  out  with  clothes,  shoes,  etc.,  two 
women  this  month,  and  I  would  like 
to  call  especial  attention  to  this  con- 
stant need  of  clothes  for  just  such 
cases. 

The  letters  of  appeal  are  being  sent 
out  to  the  list  of  contributors  giving 
$1,  $3  and  $5  last  year.  The  response 
has  so  far  been  small,  but  so  prompt 
that  it  is  encouraging. 

I  wish  to  say  that  as  I  have  been 
made  secretary  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee of  the  Immigrant  Girls'  Aid, 
much  of  my  time  during  the  last 
month  has  been  taken  up  with  the 
work  of  this  Committee.  As  ^liss 
Fried  has  resigned,  all  reports  of  the 
investigators  are  turned  in  to  me,  and 
I  am  in  charge  of  the  worker  at  Ellis 
Island  in  so  far  as  her  work  there 
for  Philadelphia  and  Chicago  is  con- 
cerned. Her  w^ork  for  Brooklyn  is 
indicated  by  Miss  Sayler,  the  Adelphi 
Fellow. 

Pendleton  Kennedy,  Secretary. 
February,  1908. 


'^JpHE  regular  Monthly  Meeting  to  be 
held  at  I  9  East  26th  Street,  on  March 
1 9,  will  be  in  charge  of  the  Legislative 
Committee,  which  will  report  on  the  Winter's 
work  through  its  Chairman,  Mrs.  Richard 
Aldrich.  Mrs.  Jackson,  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Police,  will  also  report  in  detail. 
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League  Calendar 


ALL  MONDAYS 
The  Woman's  Municipal  Leag^ue,  at  Home 

at  iQ  East  26th  Street  3  to  6  p.  m. 

Riverside  Juvenile  League,  St.  Michael  s  Parish 

House,  ggth  Street  and  Amsterdam  Ave. ..3. 30  p.  m. 

SECOND  MONDAYS 
Ice- Water  Fountains  Committee,  Residence  of 
Mrs.  Thomas  M.  Dillingham.  Chairman, 
8  West  49ih  Street  10  a.m. 

Morrisania,  19  East  26th  Street  10.30  a.  m. 

Research  Department,  ig  East  26th  Street. .  .10.30  a.  m. 

FOURTH  MONDAYS 

Ice- Water  Fountains  Committee,  Residence  of 
Mrs.  Thomas  M.  Dillingham,  Chairman, 
8  West  49th  Street  10  a.  m  . 

ALL  TUESDAYS 
Legislative  Committee,  19  East  26th  Street.  .11.30  a.  m. 

FIRST  TUESDAYS 

Riverside.  March  3,  Residence  of  Mrs.  Edward 

Curtis,  33  West  69th  Street  11  a.  m. 

THIRD  TUESDAYS 
Kip's  Bay,  Residence  Mrs.  J.  Noble  Hayes, 

Chairman,  m  East  17th  Street  5  p  m. 

SECOND  WEDNESDAYS 
Aldermanic  Committee,  19  East  26th  Street. ,  10.30  a.  m. 

Greenwich,  Residence  of  Miss  Day ,  Chairman, 

28  Fifth  Avenue  11.30  a.  m. 

Street  Committee.   11  a.  m. 

THIRD  WEDNESDAYS 

Central  Committee,  19  East  26th  Street  10.30  a.  m. 

FOURTH  WEDNESDAYS 
Murray  Hill,  ig  East  26th  Street  10  a.  m. 

THURSDAYS  FOLLOWING  THIRD 
WEDNESDAY 
Public  Meeting  of  the  League,  19  East  26th 

Street  11  a.  m. 

SECOND  THURSDAYS 

Riverside  Juvenile  League,  Business  Meeting, 

St.  Michael's  Parish  House..  8  p.  m. 

FOURTH  THURSDAYS 

Riverside  Juvenile  League,  Business  Meeting, 

St.  Michael's  Parish  House  8  p.  m. 

LAST  THURSDAY 

Brooklyn  Heights,  Brooklyn  Barnard  Club, 

132  Remsen  Street  10.30  a  m. 

Executive  Meeting,  same  day  10  a.m. 

FIRST  FRIDAYS 

House  Committee,  19  East  26th  Street  11  a.  m 

Tenements  Committee,  ig  East  26th  Street  11  a.  m 

SECOND  FRIDAYS 
Membership  Committee,  19  East  26th  Street.  11.30  a.  m. 

FOURTH  FRIDAYS 

Chelsea,  Chelsea  (iirls'  Club,  434  West  20th  St. .  .2  p  m. 

ALL  SATURDAYS 
Riverside  Juvenile  League,  Gymnasium,  St. 

Michael's  Parish  House  2.30  p.  m. 

MORRISANIA  SUBDIVISIONS 
Woodstock,  Alternate  1  uesdays  2  p.  m. 

PROSPECT  HEIGHTS,  BROOKLYN 

Last  of  each  month.    Subject  to  call. 
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The  regular  Monthly  Meeting  of  the  League  ivill  be  held  at  Us  headquarters 
on  Thursday,  April  ^6th,  at  //  a.m.  The  speaker  of  the  occasion  Tvill  he 
Mr*  John  Y*  Cuyler,  ivhose  topic  is  to  be  **Tree  Planting  in  the  City/^ 
An  effort  is  also  being  made  to  secure  the  attendance  of  Park  Commissioner  Smith* 

Josephine  Redding,  Secretary. 


Monday  Informal  Conferences 

Tlie  League  At  Homes  on  Mondays  from  three  to  six  have  developed 
into  enjoyable  occasions,  this  result  being  largely  contributed  by  the  excep- 
tionally interesting  speakers,  who  have  very  kindly  given  informal  talks  on 
subjects  of  which  they  have  made  a  special  study.  Among  recent  speakers  have 
been  Miss  Harriette  Keyser;  Mr.  John  Collyer,  who  gave  a  summary  of  the 
moving  picture  situation,  showing  its  possibilities  as  an  elevating  and  educative 
mfluencfc ;  ^'xliss  IMarston,  of  the  Plant,  Flower  and  Fruit  Guild,  whose  work 
among  the  tenements  made  a  subject  of  engrossing  interest,  especially  as 
the  speaker  passed  around  photographs  of  some  of  the  scenes  and  transforma- 
tions she  described.  Probably  most  of  Miss  Marston's  hearers  were  surprised 
to  learn  that  window-box  cultivation,  which  the  society  fosters,  kept  at  least 
one  bread-winner  sober  for  a  whole  summer,  and  for  how  much  longer  is  not 
known.  Another  interesting  informal  talk  was  that  by  Superintendent  Freel 
of  the  A.  S.  P.  C.  A.,  who  emphasized  the  municipal  side  of  the  anti-cruelty 
propaganda.  All  persons  do  not  realize  that  animals  and  birds,  in  fact  all 
sentient  creatures,  are  under  the  protection  of  the  law  and  cruelty  to  them 
constitutes  lavv--breaking. 

The  usual  ^Monday  At  Home  for  April  13  icill  be  omitted,  as  it  falls  in 
Holy  Week.  On  the  following  Monday,  April  20,  ]\Irs.  Dillingham  will  talk 
on  the  work  of  the  Ice  Water  Fountain  Committee.  The  present  plan  is  to 
continue  the  League  Monday  At  Homes  until  very  late  in  the  season,  and  if 
at  all  feasible,  without  a  break  durin^^  all  the  hot  months.  Definite  announce- 
ment in  this  regard  will  be  given  in  the  June  issue  of  the  Bulletin. 

All  members  of  the  League  are  not  only  themselves  welcome  at  these  Mon- 
day gatherings,  but  their  friends  are  also.  The  members  who  fill  the  place  of 
a  reception  com.mittee  at  these  Monday  afternoons  are  Miss  Richards,  Miss 
Saylor,  and  ]\Irs.  Redding,  any  one  of  whom  will  be  glad  to  furnish  informa- 
tion in  regard  to  the  Monday  meetings. 


All  CommunicaHons  should  be  sent  to  THE  WOMAN'S  MUNICIPAL  LEAGUE, 

ig  East  26th  Street 


Public  Meeting  of  March  19, 
1908 

The  programme  of  this  meeting, 
which  was  arranged  by  the  Legisla- 
tive Committee,  included  reports  and 
short  addresses  by  Mrs.  Richard  Aid- 
rich,  who  reported  for  the  League's 
Legislative  Committee ;  Mrs.  Anna 
Jackson,  on  Police  Department  ]\Iat- 
ters ;  Mr.  Michael  Brown,  on  Janitors' 
Society;  Mrs.  de  Marrini,  of  the  Con- 
sumers' Leaqrie,  who  spoke  for  the 
Transfer  Bill ;  and  Miss  Emily  W. 
Dinwiddle,  Secretary  of  the  C.  O.  S. 
Committee  on  Tenement  House  Re- 
form, who  spoke  against  the  Sheridan, 
Gilchrist  and  Strauss  bills. 

The  first  speaker.  Mrs.  Aldrich. 
stated  that  the  Le-^islative  Committee 
has  held  seven  meetings,  at  each  of 
which  "we  have  examined  into  bills 
sent  to  us  for  support  or  opposition. 
The  courtesy  of  the  Citizens'  Union 
and  the  City  Club  in  giving  us  infor- 
mation and  in  answering  our  ques- 
tions has  been  unfailing." 

The  League  has  not  introduced  a 
bill  this  year,  although  in  December 
it  seemed  likelv  that  we  should  have 
two  heavy  pieces  of  les^islation.  We 
found  that  both  called  for  further  in- 
vestisration.  We  have  strenuously 
opposed  the  Foley  Bill,  making  les^al 
Sunday  vaudeville,  the  Sunday  semi- 
professional  baseball  bill  and  the 
Sheridan  bill.  We  have  approved  the 
Governor's  anti-racetrack  gambling 
bill,  the  Alercantile  Transfer  bill,  the 
State  Farm  bill  to  extend  the  juris- 
diction. 

We  have  been  asked  bv  the  Citizens' 
League  of  the  State  of  New  York  to 
secure  State  investigation  of  cows. 
This  up-State  League  does  not  frame 
legislation  and,  at  present,  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Governor  does  not 
seem  to  have  been  framed  into  a  defi- 
r'te  bill. 

Our  Tenements  Committee  has  been 
in  conference  with  the  Janitors'  So- 
ciety in  re-^ard  to  the  proposed  rais- 
ing of  the  janitor's  profession,  giving 
it  legal  protection. 


The  next  speaker  was  Mrs.  Jack- 
son, who  in  a  most  informing  and  in- 
teresting talk  on  certain  features  of 
police  conditions  in  Xew  York  City, 
spoke  somewhat  as  follows :  Many 
regret  that  we  have  never  yet  been 
able  to  have  an  efficient  committee  of 
women  in  the  League  to  visit  the 
courts,  as  Mrs.  Lowell  suggested.  It 
is  encouraging,  however,  to  learn 
what  the  League  is  doing  in  Brooklyn 
in  connection  with  the  Raymond 
Street  Jail.  At  the  time  of  the  agi- 
tation for  matrons  in  station  houses, 
the  co-operation  of  the  League  was 
asked.  The  first  bill  passed,  provid- 
ing for  police  matrons,  was  a  permis- 
sive one.  Two  years  later  more 
money  was  appropriated  and  it  was 
made  mandatory,  so  that  at  present 
we  have  matrons  in  64  of  our  station 
houses  and  the  State  law  requires  that 
all  women  arrested  must  be  taken  to 
a  station  which  has  a  matron ;  though 
it  is  a  rule  of  the  Department  that 
they  shall  first  be  taken  to  the  station 
house  to  which  the  officer  who  makes 
the  arrest  is  attached. 

It  is  a  terrible  thing  to  have  wo- 
men examined  by  men.  One  of  the 
reforms  for  which  we  should  agitate 
is  a  more  thorough  medical  examina- 
tion of  prisoners.  The  matron  has 
a  right  to  apply  to  the  sergeant  and 
have  a  physician  sent  for. 

It  may  also  be  well  to  know  that 
it  is  lawful  for  the  sergeant  at  the 
desk  to  send  for  food  for  a  prisoner, 
so  that  it  is  not  necessary  for  a  man 
who  is  arrested  after  the  noon  meal 
to  go  without  food  until  noon  of  the 
next  dav.  as  has  been  claimed. 

A  map  showing  the  distance  wo- 
men prisoners  often  have  to  be  taken 
to  find  a  station  house  having  a  ma- 
tron, emphasized  Mrs.  Jackson's  con- 
tention that  a  still  greater  number  of 
matrons  should  be  provided  without 
delay.  A  plea  was  made  for  the 
closed  van  or  patrol  wagon,  as  the 
women,  in  being  transferred  long  dis- 
tances often  suffer  hardship  from  ex- 
posure. The  new  poHce  patrols  are 
closed,  the  reform  having  been  in- 


stituted  under  Roosevelt  and  Grant. 
If  anyone  finds  an  open  patrol  wagon 
existing  in  her  precinct  she  is  urged 
to  make  a  strong  protest  and  to  bring 
all  possible  pressure  to  bear  to  get  rid 
of  it. 

Bad  as  conditions  are,  still  the  sta- 
tion houses  nozv  are  beautiful 
compared  to  what  they  were  when 
used  as  lodging  houses.  This  evil 
was  done  away  with  largely  throu9:h 
the  active  interest  of  Jacob  Riis. 
Municipal  lodging  houses  were  open- 
ed soon  after,  which  made  it  unneces- 
sary to  lonf^er  care  for  the  vagrant 
poor  in  nolice  stations. 

The  State  Farm  Bill  for  women 
prisoners  is  a  most  excellent  one  and 
we  can  only  hope  that  it  will  pass. 
Women  are  sometimes  arrested  every 
few  days,  although  now  they  get  a 
cumulative  sentence  :  many  are  known 
to  have  been  arrested  over  two  hun- 
dred times.  No  one  is  benefited  by 
being  sent  to  the  workhouse  manv 
times.  There  should  be  no  time  limit 
for  committment  to  institutions, 
but  instead  what  is  known  as  the 
indeterminate  sentence  should  be  the 
sentence.  Then  a  prisoner  is  releas- 
ed only  when  he  has  shown  that  he  is 
capable  of  taking  part  in  the  work  of 
the  world. 

The  object  of  ^Irs.  Jackson's  talk 
.was  to  arouse  the  interest  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  League  in  the  large  sub- 
ject of  reform  in  the  treatment  of 
prisoners. 

The  next  speaker  was  Mrs.  de 
Marrini.  of  the  Consumers'  Lea<jue, 
who  held  the  attention  of  the  audi- 
ence. This  speaker  explained  the  so- 
called  ''Mercantile  Transfer  Bill." 
which  provides  soecificallv  for  inspec- 
tion of  mercantile  as  well  as  manu- 
facturinir  establishments,  and  trans- 
fers the  jurisdiction  of  said  inspection 
from  the  Department  of  Health  to  the 
Department  of  Labor,  where  it  be- 
longs. 

An  effort  is  being  made  to  get  this 
bill  out  of  the  Judiciary  Committee  of 
the  Senate,  and  all  interested  should 
address   Hon.   George   Allen  Davis, 


chairman  of  that  committee,  endors- 
ing its  measures. 

Mr.  Michael  Brown,  secretary  of 
the  Janitors'  Society,  then  spoke  in 
the  interest  of  a  proposed  bill  for  the 
licensing  of  janitors,  which  has,  how- 
ever, been  abandoned  for  the  present, 
owing  to  the  necessity  of  strengthen- 
ing its  cause  by  arousing  public  opin- 
ion to  meet  the  opposition  of  tenement 
house  owners.  It  is  important  that 
janitors  be  licensed,  as  there  is  unde- 
niable advantage  in  having  in  such 
positions  men  who  understand  the  re- 
quirements of  the  various  city  depart- 
ments such  as  fire,  health  and  street 
cleaning.  If  janitors  are  licensed  it 
will  be  necessary  to  employ  a  better 
qualified  class  of  men  and  to  give 
higher  wages.  At  present  the  aver- 
asre  pay  is  less  than  $io  a  month.  Mr. 
Brown  cited  the  case  of  an  up-town 
house  where  the  janitor  attends  to 
twenty-two  families,  a  steam  plant  and 
two  furnaces,  and  for  which  he  re- 
ceives but  $io  a  month.  Of  course, 
under  such  and  similar  circumstances 
it  is  necessary  for  the  janitor  to  work 
outside  in  order  to  provide  for  his 
familv  and  in  many  cases  he  has  to 
give  his  whole  time  to  the  outside  de- 
mands so  that  the  entire  burden  falls 
on  his  wife.  The  responsibilitv  is 
often  even  greater  than  it  would  be 
with  a  man  because  the  tenants  take 
advantage  of  a  woman  ;  besides  which, 
in  addition  to  ordinary  work  of  the 
janitor  she  has  her  own  household  de- 
mands, such  as  netting  the  meals  and 
carinof  for  her  children.  It  is  u«:ually 
found  that  when  there  is  a  child  be- 
tween thirteen  and  four^-een  vears  of 
age,  he  or  she  is  invariablv  compelled 
to  help  the  mother  instead  of  attend- 
ing school,  and  that  the  parents  often 
swear  falsely  in  order  to  evade  the 
school  law. 

The  Janitors'  Society  would  like  to 
pass  a  law  compelling  the  employing 
of  men  only  as  janitors.  At  present 
conditions  are  such  that  they  are  pow- 
erless to  have  such  a  law  passed.  It 
is,  however,  considered  possible  to  ed- 
ucate public  opinion.    The  managers 
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of  estates  and  the  owners  of  tenement 
property  do  not  yet  appreciate  that 
it  would  be  to  their  advantage  to  have 
a  better  class  janitor. 

In  response  to  a  request  from  the 
chair  that  Mr.  Brown  tell  something 
of  the  work  of  his  society,  it  was 
learned  that  the  Janitors'  Society  has 
about  900  members,  most  of  them  jan- 
itors on  the  lower  East  Side.  They 
are  of  manv  nationalities,  and  have 
slight  understanding  of  our  language 
and  laws.  The  landlords  naturally 
take  advantage  of  their  ignorance  and 
pay  them  less  than  is  paid  in  other 
parts  of  the  city.  The  average  pay 
there  is  but  $2  a  month,  the  highest 
$5,  and  in  addition  the  janitor  has 
the  use  of  but  two  or  three  rooms, 
always  the  w^orst  in  the  house.  It 
seems  doubtful  whether  the  law^  can 
ever  regulate  that  decent  living  rooms 
be  provided  for  janitors.  The  soci- 
ety, through  its  classes,  teaches  the 
janitors  the  English  language,  read- 
ing, writing  and  the  regulations  of 
the  city  departments.  Clubs  are  con- 
ducted for  the  boys  and  girls,  children 
of  janitors.  The  society  is  unable  to 
carry  out  many  worthy  plans  because 
of  lack  of  funds.  The  dues  are  small 
and  there  is  always  a  deficit  of  several 
thousands  a  year. 

A  bad  feature  of  the  situation  at 
present  is  that  the  landlord  can  put 
the  janitor  out  on  the  street  without 
giving  any  notice.  The  society,  there- 
fore, would  like  to  have  a  law  passed 
compelling  landlords  to  give  the  jani- 
tor two  weeks'  notice  or  two  weeks' 
pav. 

Miss  Emily  W.  Dinwiddie,  secre- 
tary of  the  Charity  Organization  So- 
ciety's Committee  on  Tenement  House 
Reform,  was  the  next  speaker.  She 
strongly  opposed  the  Sheridan  Bill, 
Assembly  No.  459,  w^hich  would  ex- 
empt a  large  number  of  three-family 
houses  from  the  provisions  of  the 
Tenement  House  law.  This  bill  was 
reported  as  being  still  in  committee 
and  opposition  to  it  should  be  address- 
ed to  Hon.  Fred  W.  Hammond,  chair- 
man Cities  Committee  of  the  Assem- 


bly. Miss  Dinwiddie  also  pointed 
out  the  bad  features  of  the  Strauss 
Bill,  Assembly  No.  708,  ''in  relation  to 
establishing  a  tenement  house  com- 
mission on  appeal,  and  defining  its 
powers,"  but  was  able  to  announce 
Mr.  Strauss's  intention  of  withdraw- 
ing the  bill,  which  has  since  been  ef- 
fected. 

The  Gilchrist  Bill,  Senate  No.  477. 
was  characterized  as  being  ''more  sub- 
tly bad"  than  the  Sheridan  Bill  and 
League  members  were  asked  to  ad- 
dress Hon.  Horace  White,  chairman 
Cities  Committee  of  the  Senate  in  op- 
position. 


Some  Activities  of  the  Branches 

Noted  in  the  Following 

Reports 

Park  authorities  addressed  in  regard 
to  preservation  of  Washington  Square 
trees ;  complaint  of  over-crowding  of 
cars  of  Eighth  Street  crosstown  line 
after  rush  hours  addressed  to  operat- 
ing company,  to  be  followed  by  com- 
plaint to  P.  S.  C.  if  reform  is  not  in- 
stituted ;  campaign  begun  against 
nuisances  created  by  fur  dealers  in 
neighborhood  of  University  Place ; 
protest  to  Borough  President  Coler 
against  posters  on  Washington  Street ; 
submission  of  plans  for  model  play- 
ground in  Chelsea,  for  which  $30,000 
has  been  appropriated ;  appointment  of 
women  inspectors  for  each  block  in 
Chelsea  to  keep  carefully  detailed 
tabs  on  dereliction  of  street  sweepers 
and  garbage  collectors,  this  data  be- 
ing  presented  first  to  local  foremen 
of  S.  C.  D.  and  referred  to  those 
higher  up,  in  the  event  of  no  im- 
provement being  effected ;  agitation 
for  new  prison  vans,  especially  for 
women ;  continuation  of  research  work 
in  regard  to  the  immigrant  girls  that 
go  to  Brooklyn :  agitation  aeainst  dis- 
play of  advertising  in  Brooklyn  sub- 
ways ;  enlightenment  of  a  Brooklyn 
prayer  meeting  as  to  the  value  of  civic 
work  done  by  women ;  dangerously 
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dark  public  stairway  on  Spuyten  Duy- 
vil  highway,  for  the  first  time  in  its 
several  years  of  existence,  furnished 
with  brilliant  lights ;  investigation  of 
police  station  conditions  in  the  Bronx ; 
reform  of  a  145th  Street  bakery  which 
was  in  very  bad  sanitary  condition, 
and  consequently  an  unfit  place  for 
such  a  business ;  efforts  to  secure  play- 
ground for  upper  West  Side ;  active 
street  and  park  improvement  work  by 
Waring  Juvenile  League  ;  continuation 
of  collection  of  data  in  regard  to  dirty 
condition  of  street  cars,  which  is  sub- 
mitted to  the  P.  S.  C. 


Reports  of  Branches 

GREENW^ICH. 

At  the  March  meeting  a  letter  was 
read  from  President  Smith  of  the 
Park  Board,  promising  to  give  better 
attention  to  the  trees  in  Washington 
Square.  As  they  now  are  among  the 
oldest  in  the  city — some  of  them  80 
years  old — a  long  life  in  a  New  York 
square,  though  short  compared  to 
those  similarly  situated  in  foreign 
cities,  it  is  very  desirable  that  they 
should  have  care. 

The  matter  of  crowding  on  the 
Eighth  Street  surface  crosstown  line 
in  the  evening  after  the  rush  hours 
are  over,  the  cause  being  that  the  com- 
pany does  not  keep  on  enough  cars, 
was  taken  up  and  a  letter  sent  the 
company,  this  to  be  followed  if  neces- 
sary by  one  to  the  Public  Service 
Commission. 

Word  w^as  received  that  the  Seth 
Thomas  Co.'s  contract  for  repairing: 
the  JeflFerson  Market  clock  still 
stands,  in  spite  of  the  changes  of  of- 
ficial heads  in  the  Bureau  of  Build- 
m^^.  and  it  is  also  probable  that  a 
bell  which  strikes  the  hours  \v\\\  also 
be  arranged  for.  This  public  an- 
nouncement in  the  Times  we  read 
with  a  personal  interest  a  few  days 
later :  "For  the  first  time  in  three 
years  the  ancient  clock  on  the  south 
side  of  the  Jefferson  Market  tower 


will  soon  again  tick  off  the  minutes 
for  the  residents  of  old  Greenwich 
village.  Its  failure  to  do  so  during 
this  interval  brought  many  complaints 
from  the  residents  who  had  looked  to 
this  clock  for  guidance  ever  since  it 
was  installed  in  1875.  Until  three 
years  ago  this  clock  never  missed  a 
minute  since  it  was  installed  thirty 
years  before."  But  one  evening  a 
negro  character  of  the  neighborhood 
shot  a  hole  through  the  south  side. 
*T  didn't  like  its  face,"  he  explained 
when  arrested.  Let  us  hope  it  may 
now^  run  peacefully  again  for  thirty 
years. 

The  Branch  is  much  pleased  that 
the  Street  Committee  of  the  whole 
League  is  going  to  take  up  the  mat- 
ter of  the  magistrates'  leniency  in 
dealing  with  offences  against  the  Gen- 
eral Ordinance  and  Sanitary  Code  in 
matters  relating  to  the  cleanliness  of 
the  streets,  and  thereby  hopes  not 
only  the  local  troubles  here,  but  those 
of  all  districts  may  be  improved. 

A  beginning  has  been  made  in  deal- 
ing with  the  nuisances  of  the  fur  deal- 
ers and  the  dirty  blocks  between  Uni- 
versity Place  and  Broadway. 

One  member  has  investigated  the 
station  houses  in  the  district  for  Mrs. 
Tackson's  Police  Committee. 

K.  S.  Day, 

Chairman. 

HEIGHTS  (BROOKLYN). 

The  bills  on  baseball  playing  and 
regulating  Sunday  entertainments 
were  approved.  The  secretary  was 
authorized  to  w^ite  to  the  Street  Com- 
missioner protesting  against  the  filthy 
condition  of  the  streets  and  especially 
the  carelessness  of  the  collectors  of 
ashes  and  garbage. 

A  committee  w-as  appointed  to  call 
on  Borough  President  Coler  to  pro- 
test against  posters  exhibited  on 
Washington  Street. 

A  most  interestinof  talk  was  given 
by  Dr.  J.  B.  Haney,  Director  of  Draw- 
ing of  the  Board  of  Education,  on 
Industrial  Training  in  Public  Schools, 
the  necessity  of  such  training  being 
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dwelt  on  for  those  boys  who  must 
leave  school  at  an  early  age  and  take 
up  manual  labor. 

J.  S.  DlKE^ 

President. 

CHELSEA. 

Mr.  Smith,  Commissioner  of  Parks, 
in  reply  to  an  inquiry  from  this 
Branch,  stated  that  $30,000  has  been 
appropriated  for  the  equipment  of 
Chelsea  playground.  Upon  receipt  of 
this  information  a  meeting  of  the 
Chelsea  Park  Association  was  held, 
at  which  a  plan  drawn  by  Mr.  Charles 
Lamb  was  decided  upon  as  the  one 
to  be  submitted  to  Commissioner 
Smith  and  as  the  model  playground 
for  the  .location,  and  for  which 
we  would  work.  It  was  specifically 
decided  that  guardianship,  lighting, 
good  soil,  and  a  fence  should  be  the 
first  features  urged  upon  the  Commis- 
sioner, as  without  these  in  the  way 
of  equipment  at  the  inception,  the  con- 
templated improvement  would  fail  of 
its  object  and  the  neighborhood  would 
instead  be  degraded  rather  than  bene- 
fited. For  example,  with  tin  can  and 
other  debris  as  soil  fillings,  future  de- 
velopment would  be  impossible  for  the 
park  end  at  Ninth  Avenue.  The 
proper  filling,  of  course,  is  good  soil 
which  would  be  suitable  for  the  fu- 
ture "green  things  which  are  to  be 
a'  growing  and  a'  blooming."  Effort 
is  to  be  made  to  secure  the  equipment 
for  a  temporary  playground  this  sum- 
mer, and  Mrs.  Herbert,  the  chairman 
of  this  committee,  will,  with  her  char- 
acteristic energy,  divide  her  committee 
so  that  each  necessary  feature  shall 
be  in  charge  of  a  special  number  who 
shall  be  responsible  for  its  accom- 
plishment. 

Nothing  could  be  more  satisfactory 
than  the  improvement  in  our  street 
cleaning  in  Chelsea.  Deputy  Com- 
missioner Edwards  is  fulfiHing  his 
promises  to  us  and  Chelsea  looks 
more  like  the  district  it  once  was. 
Mr.  Edwards  gave  us  the  golden  rule, 
''keep  the  foremen  moving ;  if  they 
do  not,  bring  them  before  the  Com- 


missioner." We  have  appointed  a 
woman  inspector  for  each  block,  who 
keeps  accurate  statistics  of  the  work 
of  the  street  sweeper  and  garbage  and 
ash  collectors.  Last  month  we  took 
the  complaints  on  which  were  tabu- 
lated the  date  and  the  designation  of 
the  hour  at  which  delinquencies  oc- 
curred, to  the  foreman,  explaining  to 
him  that  he  must  keep  his  force  up  to 
the  standard  or  the  complaint  would 
be  before  the  Commissioner.  The  re- 
sult in  Chelsea  is  more  like  what  old 
New  Yorkers  remember  as  London 
Terrace  and  Chelsea  Village. 

PROSPECT   HEIGHTS    ( BROOKLYN) 

held  its  February  meeting  on  the  26th 
instant',  when  the  treasurer  report- 
ed $324.90  balance  on  hand.  Re- 
ports were  submitted  from  the  fol- 
lowing committees :  street  cleaning, 
legislative,  tenement  house,  and  the 
Jail  Committee.  This  latter  committee 
found  upon  visiting  the  Raymond 
Street  Jail  a  much  improved  condi- 
tion since  the  jail  has  passed  under 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Department  of 
Corrections.  A  new  matron  has  made 
a  change  for  the  better  in  cleanliness 
in  the  women's  department.  No  new 
vans  or  vans  for  women  have  been 
provided,  but  a  bill  petitioning  for 
more  vans  has  been  introduced  in  the 
Legislature  at  Albany.  This  bill  is 
to  be  investigated  by  our  committee 
and  pressure  will  be  brought  to  bear 
on  our  Senators  and  Assemblymen,  as 
was  done  last  year  in  re2:ard  to  trans- 
ferring the  Raymond  Street  Jail  to 
the  Department  of  Corrections. 

Our  immigrant  field  investigator 
has  visited  140  of  the  girls  who  came 
to  Brooklyn,  their  nationalities  being 
loi  Italians,  17  Austrians,  16  Ger- 
mans, I  Swede,  i  Austrian  Hebrew, 
I  German  Swiss  and  i  German  Pole. 
Not  one  of  these  attended  evening 
school,  and  there  were  among  them 
18  illiterates. 

Industrial  conditions  are  improving 
slightly,  although  trades  people  com- 
plain that  business  is  still  very  dull, 
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as  where  patrons  used  to  buy  a  pound, 
they  now  buy  half  that  amount. 

A  letter  was  sent  to  the  proper 
company,  asking  that  the  display  ad- 
vertisements be  not  allowed  in  the 
subway  stations  in  Brooklyn.  None 
have  been  placed,  and  according  to 
rumor,  there  are  to  be  none. 

A  member  of  this  Branch  gave  this 
statement  as  to  her  experience  at  a 
prayer  meeting  where  the  subject  for 
the  evening  was  Citizenship.  The 
men  gave  the  impression  in  their  re- 
marks that  this  was  a  subject  in  which 
women  had  never  interested  them- 
selves, whereupon  our  member  gath- 
ered up  her  courage  and  rose  to  the 
occasion.  She  told  the  assemblage  the 
history  of  The  Woman's  Municipal 
League,  and  what  it  stood  for,  and 
also  what  one  of  its  local  Branches 
was  doing.  She  detailed  the  work 
that  had  been  done  by  Prospect 
Heights,  all  of  which  seemed  to 
bring  amazement  and  confusion  into 
the  camp,  so  to  speak. 

Caroline  A.  L.  Pratt, 

Chairman. 

MORRISANIA, 

This  Branch  is  co-operating  with 
Riverside  Branch  in  collecting  infor- 
mation for  the  Public  Service  Com- 
mission in  regard  to  dirty  cars,  and 
its  members  are  endeavoring  to  wage 
an  individual  campaign  against  the 
evils  of  expectoration.  Each  member 
of  the  Branch  is  asked  to  pledge  her- 
self to  draw  the  attention  of  the  con- 
ductor to  any  violations  of  the  law 
in  public  conveyances  and  to  ask  him 
to  enforce  it. 

A  good  meeting  was  held  in  High- 
])ridge,  at  which  twenty  persons  were 
present,  and  at  which  it  was  an- 
nounced that  the  fountain  for  which 
we  have  been  working  for  two  years 
past  would  be  ready  for  erection  on 
the  tenth  of  April. 

Xo  satisfaction  has  as  yet  been  ob- 
tained from  the  Health  Commissioner 
in  regard  to  the  stench  from  the  tin 
can  factory,  so  that  matter  is  being 
persistently  and  vigorously  pushed. 


A  public  stairway  leading  to  the 
Hudson  River  R.  R.  at  Spuyten  Duy- 
vil  has  been  lighted  by  the  city  at  the 
local  Division  request,  and  the  snow- 
plough  did  efficient  work  throughout 
the  winter  in  clearing  the  street  lead- 
ing to  the  public  school,  though  the 
Highway  Department  had  at  first  re- 
fused to  comply  with  this  Division's 
appeal  for  the  privilege.  One  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars  was  raised  to 
conduct  an  investigation  of  the  cheap 
theaters  on  Manhattan  Island,  a  mat- 
ter that  has  been  vigorously  pushed 
since  November  last. 

A  thorough  investigation  is  also  be- 
ing made  by  the  League  of  the  con- 
ditions of  police  stations  in  the  Bronx. 
When  the  information  is  completed, 
it  will  be  handed  to  the  Police  Com- 
mittee of  the  League  for  action. 

A  letter  has  also  been  directed  to 
the  alderman  of  the  district,  asking 
for  his  endorsement  of  the  new  build- 
ing code  and  urging  the  necessity  of 
abolishing  many  of  the  hideous  bill- 
boards which  disfigure  our  city. 
Julia  L.  D.  Longfellow, 

Chairman. 

I N  WOOD-O  N- H  UDSON. 

The  investigation  made  by  the  mem- 
bers of  this  Division  of  a  bakery  at 
145th  Street  showed  that  the  law  was 
evidently  being  violated,  and  the  com- 
mittee applied  to  the  State  Depart- 
ment of  Labor  to  remedy  the  abuse. 
An  inspection  was  made  by  this  De- 
partment, and  word  was  sent  the  Di- 
vision that  an  order  had  been  given  to 
renovate  the  entire  shop,  i.  e.,  that  all 
woodwork  should  be  painted ;  that  a 
new  cellar  entrance  should  be  pro- 
vided ;  that  the  flooring  and  plaster- 
ing should  be  repaired ;  and  that  the 
plumbing  and  drainage  should  be  put 
in  thorough  repair.  The  committee 
expects  to  revisit  the  shop  and  see 
that  the  order  has  been  faithfully  car- 
ried out. 

Frances  L.  Hobbte. 

Chr.irman. 
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RIVERSIDE. 

The  attention  of  the  Branch  has 
been  called  to  the  necessity  for  a  play- 
,2:round  in  the  cons^ested  part  of  the 
Riverside  District,  the  call  for  such  a 
playground  having  come  from  two 
separate  sources.  Although  the  Dis- 
trict includes  both  Central  and  River- 
side Parks,  children  are  not  allowed 
to  play  any  game  but  tennis  in  the 
Park  in  this  vicinity,  and  it  is  in  the 
locality  near  the  Central  Park  tennis 
courts  that  many  live  who  cannot  af- 
ford so  expensive  a  game.  The  River- 
side Committee  on  Parks  is  investi- 
gating the  matter  of  establishing  a 
playground. 

The  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Streets  had  an  interview  with  Com- 
missioner Crowell,  and  reported  that 
he  desires  the  earnest  co-operation  of 
the  League  in  his  work,  and  especial- 
ly in  bringing  to  the  attention  of  citi- 
zens and  school  children  the  refuse 
cans  now  being  placed  all  over  the 
city.  With  the  view  of  making  this 
knowledge  general  and  to  secure  con- 
certed action  throughout  the  city,  the 
chairman  of  the  Riverside  Branch 
Committee  on  Streets  requested  the 
central  office  to  call  a  conference  of 
all  the  committees  on  streets  of  the 
various  branches. 

The  Waring  Juvenile  Leagues  in 
the  district  are  progressing  favorably. 
Seven  committees  of  three  boys  each 
have  been  selected  from  the  various 
clubs  and  assigned  to  patrol  Central 
and  Riverside  Parks.  They  are 
charged  with  the  duty  of  reporting 
the  number  and  location  of  refuse 
cans ;  and  in  this  way  assisting  the 
Committee  on  Parks.  It  is  also  plan- 
ned to  have  the  bo^^s  render  assistance 
to  the  Committee  on  Streets  by  dis- 
tributing literature  calling  the  atten- 
tion of  citizens  to  the  new  refuse  cans. 
The  boys  have  been  active  in  bringing 
in  reports  covering  such  abuses  as 
burning  waste  in  the  streets  in  front 
of  shops,  and  the  sweeping  of  refuse 


into  the  streets  after  the  hours  for- 
bidden by  law.  The  boys  have  also 
furnished  the  committee  with  valuable 
information  concerning  cellars  in 
dangerous  condition  and  given  evi- 
dence of  dirty  backyards.  This  in- 
formation has  been  transmitted  by  the 
committee  to  the  Tenement  House  De- 
partment. The  Juvenile  Leagues* 
Committee  is  considering  extending 
this  work  over  the  entire  Riverside 
District  by  stimulating  churches,  syn- 
agogues and  settlements  to  form  simi- 
lar posts  under  one  directorship. 
Incidentally,  this  work  may  have  the 
effect  of  breaking  up  gangs  of  boys 
and  establishing  an  esprit  de  corps 
among  the  children  that  will  prepare 
them  for  their  part  as  future  citizens. 
At  the  next  meeting  of  our  Branch 
Mr.  George  Marvin,  the  director  of 
the  boys'  gymnasium  work,  will  ad- 
dress the  members  concerning  this 
work. 

The  Committee  on  Transit  states 
that  the  complaint  cards  are  coming  in 
very  slowly ;  only  forty  having  been 
received  thus  far.  Is  it  possible  that 
the  people  of  New  York  City  have  be- 
come so  callous  in  regard  to  the  dirty 
condition  of  their  cars  that  they  no 
longer  know  how  to  complain? 

Considerable  part  of  the  last  meet- 
ing, held  on  ]\Iarch  third  at  the  resi- 
dence of  Mrs.  Curtis,  was  devoted  to 
the  revision  of  the  By-Laws  of  the 
Branch.  Two  very  important  changes 
were  made,  one  of  them  in  regard  to 
dues,  which  are  now  to  be  $i  for 
members,  $3  for  associate  members 
and  $5  for  sustaining  members.  The 
other  change  was  to  the  effect  that 
fiftv  per  cent,  of  all  dues  collected  is 
to  be  turned  into  the  treasury  of  the 
Central  Committee  of  the  League. 

Before  the  meeting  adjourned  it 
was  unanimously  resolved  to  make  a 
donation  of  $25  toward  the  general 
expense  of  the  League. 

Ida  T.  Cohen, 

Chairman. 
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The  Ethical-Social  League 

The  next  public  conference  of  The 
Ethical-Social  League  will  be  held  at 
the  Hotel  Astor,  Tuesday  afternoon, 
April  7th,  at  3  P.  M.  The  conference 
will  take  up  the  problem  of  "The 
Unemployed." 

This  organization  has  been  recently 
formed  of  representative  men  and 
women  in  every  walk  of  life  for  the 
purpose  of  uniting  the  ethical  and  so- 
cial forces  of  the  community,  both  in- 
side and  outside  the  churches,  into  a 
single  body  for  social  betterment. 

Upon  its  General  Committee  ap- 
pear the  names  of  prominent  clergy- 
men of  all  denominations,  except  the 
Catholic,  educators,  physicians,  busi- 
ness men,  lawyers,  social  workers,  so- 
cialists and  representatives  of  labor, 
including  the  names  of  Lyman  Ab- 
bott, Felix  Adler,  President  Butler, 
Andrew  Carnegie,  Dr.  Henry  S.  Cof- 
fin, President  Finley,  Robert  W.  de 
Forest,  Henry  George,  Jr.,  Professor 
Giddings,  Bishop  Greer,  President 
Charles  Cuthbert  Hall,  Dr.  S.  Adol- 
phus  Knopf,  Charles  H.  Parkhurst. 
Bishop  Potter,  Dr.  \MlHam  R.  Rich- 
ards, Dr.  Samuel  Schulman. 

The  organization  purposes  to  fix 
its  attention  on  social  evils  and  to 
seek  to  bring  about  some  remedy. 
For  the  conference  on  April  7th  it 
has  attacked  one  of  the  most  funda- 
mental and  pressing  problems  now 
before  us,  "The  Unemployed." 

The  members  of  The  Woman's  Mu- 
nicipal League  are  invited  to  this  con- 
ference and  their  interest  and  active 
co-operation  in  this  new  organization 
is  earnestly  requested. 

Office,  318  East  15th  Street. 


The 

Woman's  Municipal  League's 
Special  Appeal  for 
Ice -Water  Fountains 

The  poor  have  suffered  from  the 
cold  of  the  past  winter  and  now  must 
face  the  heat  of  the  summer.  The 
tenement  districts  are  more  crowded 
than  ever,  for  the  hard  times  have 
forced  many  to  seek  cheaper  homes, 
and  several  families  to  crowd  into  a 
single  apartment.  Will  you  not  con- 
tribute something,  however  small  a 
sum,  toward  supplying  them  with  cool 
water  to  drink  and  to  carry  to  their 
homes?  We  shall  need  more  money 
for  ice  than  usual  this  season  as  many 
of  the  institutions  where  the  fountains 
are  placed  are  short  of  funds,  and  can- 
not spend  as  much  as  usual  for  this 
purpose.  A  fountain  on  every  corner 
of  the  Bowery  and  other  crowded 
thoroughfares  would  not  be  too  many. 

Fountains  have  been  given  by  Mrs. 
William  E.  Dodge,  Miss  Grace  Dodge, 
Miss  Mary  Le  Roy  King,  Mrs.  Charles 
Potter  Kling,  Miss  Charlotte  Lane, 
Mrs.  Seth  Low.  Mrs.  Robert  S.  Min- 
turn,  Mrs.  J.  Clifford  Woodhull,  Mr. 
Glen  Wright,  Mrs.  Andrew  W.  Za- 
briskie. 

Several  of  these  are  memorial  foun- 
tains and  maintained  by  the  donors. 
This  form  of  philanthropy  has  the 
cordial  endorsement  of  other  smaller 
contributors,  as  well  as  of  the  settle- 
ments and  other  charitable  institutions 
where  the  fountains  are  placed. 

Checks  should  be  sent  to  Mrs. 
Thomas  M.  Dillins^ham,  Treasurer 
Committee  on  Tee  Water  Fountains,  8 
West  49th  Street. 
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^^HE  regular  Monthly  Meeting  of  the 

League  will  be  held  at  its  headquarters 

on  Thursday,  April  1 6,  at  11  a.m.  The 

speaker  of  the  occasion  will  be  Mr.  John  Y. 

Cuyler,  whose  topic  is  to  be    Tree  Planting 

in  the  City."    An  effort  is  also  being  made 

to  secure  the  attendance  of  Park  Commis- 
sioner Smith. 

Josephine  Redding.  Secretary. 
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The  regular  Monthly  Meeting  of  The  Woman's  Municipal  League ,  to  ivhich 
all  'who  are  interested  in  civic  betterment  are  cordially  in'vited,  'will  take  place 
at  the  Headquarters  of  the  League,  t9  East  26th  Street,  on  Thursday, 
May  2t,  1908,  at  //  a.m. 

The  speaker  of  the  day  'will  he  Mr.  Henry  C.  Wright,  Secretary  of  the 
City  Club.    The  Subject:     Congestion  and  Transportation/' 

Josephine  Redding,  Secretary. 


Murray  Hill  Tea 

An  interested  audience  of  about 
seventy-five  listened  to  speakers  who 
had  been  invited  to  make  addresses  at 
a  tea  given  on  April  14,  and  several 
new  members  for  the  League  resulted. 

Mrs.  Charles  B.  Barkley,  the  re- 
cently appointed  Chairman  of  the 
Murray  Hill  Branch,  presided,  and, 
after  sketching  briefly  the  part  taken 
by  The  Woman's  Municipal  League 
in  the  campaign  for  pure  milk,  intro- 
duced Mr.  Wilbur  C.  Phillips,  Secre- 
tary of  the  Milk  Committee  of  the 
New  York  Association  for  Improving 
the  Condition  of  the  Poor,  who  said, 
in  part: 

''Several  agencies  have  been  work- 
ing for  some  time  to  secure  cheap, 
pure  milk  for  the  poor  of  New  York 
City.  We  are  all  familiar  with  the 
campaign  carried  on  by  The  Evening 
Mail  and  the  good  already  accom- 
plished by  Mr.  Nathan  Straus  in  pro- 
viding laboratories  and  dispensaries 
for  the  sale  of  Pasteurized  milk  at  a 
nominal  cost  to  the  poor.  But  the 
field  is  large.  In  well-to-do  families 
babies  die  very  rarely,  not  more  than 
one  or  two  to  every  one  hundred  born ; 
but   in  crowded   sections  the  death 


rate  is  appalling,  reaching  20,  30,  or 
even  40  to  the  hundred,  according  to 
the  locality,  poverty  of  the  parents, 
home  conditions  and  diet. 

These  babies,  after  the  early  weeks 
of  life,  die  principally  of  intestinal 
troubles  due  to  improper  feeding.  If 
the  mother  could  nurse  her  baby  at 
the  breast  there  would  be  less  danger, 
for  only  about  one  breast-fed  child 
dies  to  every  ten  w^ho  are  artificially 
fed.  But  the  mother  is  generally  poor 
and  often  obliged  to  return  to  work 
in  the  factory  or  to  go  out  for  day's 
work  before  her  streno'th  is  re-^^ained. 
Sometimes  she  puts  the  baby  into  a 
Day  Nursery,  but  more  often  it  is  put 
out  "to  board,"  or  left  with  some  per- 
son unfit  to  care  for  it,  who  feeds  it 
with  anything  that  is  cheap  or  sweet. 
\\'hat  the  baby  should  get.  when  it 
cannot  eet  mother's  milk,  is  the  very 
best  kind  of  cow's  milk  and  even  this 
should  be  diluted  and  modified,  for  the 
little  one's  stomach  is  delicate  and 
cannot  digest  food  which  can  be  fed 
with  safety  to  adults.  It  has  been 
found  that  an  adult  will  often  thrive 
on  milk  which  would  kill  an  infant. 
In  addition  to  this,  the  poor  seldom 
have  adequate  means  of  keeping  milk 
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refrigerated  in  summer,  and  as  a  con- 
sequence, in  the  poor  grade  of  milk 
which  they  have  been  compelled  to 
buy,  all  classes  of  dangerous  bacteria 
increase  and  multiply,  until  sometimes 
there  are  100,000,000  of  them  to  the 
teaspoonful,  causing  most  of  the  mor- 
tality in  infants  under  one  year  of  age. 

To  help  fight  this  situation,  the  New 
York  Milk  Committee  has  arranged 
with  the  Sheffield  Farms  Co. 

(i)  To  supply  it  at  cost  with  any 
quantity  of  certified  milk  which  it  may 
desire;  (2)  to  modify  this  milk  ac- 
cording to  formulae  for  infant  feed- 
ing; (3)  to  bottle  it  in  ''feedings" 
suitable  to  the  ao;e  and  physical  con- 
dition of  the  child,  one  ''feeding"  to 
each  bottle ;  (4)  to  place  two  of  its 
own  stores  at  the  disposal  of  the  Com- 
mittee, where  the  milk  will  be  dis- 
pensed under  the  supervision  of 
nurses;  (5)  to  provide  and  deliver  as 
much  certified  modified  milk  for  in- 
fants as  the  Committee  wishes,  pro- 
vided depots  can  be  secured  from 
which  to  dispense  it. 

A  price  will  be  a^^ked  for  the  milk 
low  enough  to  place  it  within  reach  of 
the  poor,  yet  high  enough  to  prevent 
a  financial  loss  on  the  part  of  those 
handling  it.  This  price  will  be  fixed 
by  the  New  York  ]\lilk  Committee 
actins:  in  conjunction  with  the  dealer 
supplying  the  milk.  The  experience 
of  the  Good  Samaritan  Dispensary 
shows  that  infants'  milk  depots  need 
not  be  conducted  on  a  charitable  basis. 
Last  vear,  after  feeding  200  infants, 
this  dispensarv  showed  a  balance  on 
hand  of  over  $130. 

An  effort  is  being  made  by  the 
Committee  to  secure  as  many  avail- 
able rooms  or  stores  as  possible  to 
serve  as  depots  for  the  dispensing  of 
the  milk  thus  provided.  It  is  pro- 
posed to  place  a  nurse  in  charge  of 
each  depot,  w^ho  will  dispense  milk 
durins:  a  certain  part  of  the  day  and 
will  thereafter  visit  babies  in  their 
homes,  instructing  mothers  how  to 
care  for  them.  A  physician  for  each 
District  will  supervise  the  work  of  the 
nurses.    Consultations   with  mothers 


will  be  regularly  held,  and  every  eflFort 
to  help  women  to  breast-feed  their 
children  will  be  made.  In  fact,  this 
will  be  the  main  object  striven  for  in 
the  establishment  of  the  depots." 

In  thanking  Mr.  Phillips,  Mrs. 
Barkley  announced  that  one  feature  of 
the  work  of  Murray  Hill  in  the  near 
future  is  to  be  the  inspection  of  dairies 
and  groceries  in  the  District,  from 
which  milk  is  sold,  with  a  view  to  se- 
curing more  sanitary  handling  of  the 
milk  after  it  has  reached  the  city,  for, 
no  matter  how  pure  it  may  be  when 
received,  its  contamination  in  the 
shops  may  render  it  wholly  unfit  for 
use. 

Mrs.  Barkley  then  introduced  the 
Hon.  Foster  Crowell,  Commissioner 
of  Street  Cleaning,,  who  spoke  as  fol- 
lows : 

Madame  President  and  Ladies : 
After  listening  to  the  elaborate  pro- 
cess of  cleaning  a  cow,  my  problem 
of  attempting  to  clean  the  streets  of  a 
great  city,  seems  larger  than  ever.  In 
fact,  I  feel  that  I  am  but  just  embark- 
ing in  my  effort  to  make  the  city 
cleaner  than  ever  before.  There  are 
several  matters  under  consideration  in 
the  Department,  which  I  judge  may 
be  of  interest  to  the  members  of  this 
organization. 

1.  We  have  lately  established  a  de- 
tail which  we  hope  to  work  out  for 
cleanine  the  streets  at  night  so  that 
they  will  be  clean  in  the  morning. 

2.  A  plan  for  actually  washing  the 
streets  is  being  considered,  whereby 
the  pavements  will  be  not  only  flushed 
but  the  surface  dirt  carried  away.  We 
have  appealed  to  the  Board  of  Esti- 
mate and  Apportionment  and  are  hop- 
ing that  the  money  will  be  provided. 
If  you  have  any  influence  with  this 
Board,  please  exert  as  much  as  pos- 
sible in  our  behalf. 

3.  A  new  street  sweeping  machine 
of  foreio^n  make,  which  e'oes  throu-^h 
the  streets  as  fast  as  traffic  laws  per- 
mit, is  also  under  advisement  for  ex- 
perimentation. 

4.  The  possibility  of  using  a  vacu- 
um process,  similar  to  that  now^  em- 
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ployed  to  clean  houses  is  being  inves- 
tigated. It  may  prove  possible  to  use 
this  to  advantage  on  the  small  parks, 
such  as  Madison  Square. 

Of  course  it  will  take  a  great  deal 
of  money  to  accomplish  all  this,  and 
we  know  how  the  city's  budget  has 
grown  in  the  past  few  years.  I  have 
asked  for  considerable  money  for  the 
work  of  my  Department  this  summer, 
but  as  the  snow  removal  cost  only 
$500,000  this  winter  as  compared  with 
$2,500,000  last  year,  even  allowing  for 
the  difference  in  snow  fall,  we  still 
have  saved  something  like  $820,000, 
which  I  claim  the  Department  should 
have  placed  to  its  credit. 

It  seems  to  me  that  one  serious  fea- 
ture of  the  situation  is  the  fact  that 
the  standard  of  cleanliness  in  New 
York  City  is  not  high.  Even  the  class 
of  citizens  who  have  right  habits  in 
their  homes  are  lax  when  they  get 
out  onto  the  streets.  Therefore,  if 
we  can  work  up  a  public  sentiment 
which  will  make  for  the  prevention  of 
litter  on  our  streets,  I  am  sure  we 
shall  have  made  a  long  step  towards 
achieving  cleanliness.  If  the  people 
will  do  their  part,  I  think  the  Depart- 
ment can  do  the  rest. 

After  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
speakers,  the  audience  enjoyed  sev- 
eral delightful  songs  admirably  ren- 
dered by  Miss  Marion  Gregory. 


Committees 

HOUSE. 

The  regular  monthly  meeting  was 
held  on  Friday,  April  3d,  at  the  Head- 
quarters of  the  League  at  11  o'clock. 
Mrs.  Lawton  offered  her  resignation 
as  chairman,  which  was  accepted  with 
regret.  Miss  Budd  was  elected  to  fill 
the  office  and  as  she  was  absent  the 
secretary  was  empowered  to  write  in- 
forming her  of  her  election.  Miss  Van 
Amringe  sent  in  her  resignation  as 
secretary,  and  i\Iiss  Sahler  was  elect- 
ed in  her  stead. 

Miss  Richards  read  a  report  on  the 
March  Monday  teas.  Interesting 
speakers  have  given  addresses,  fol- 


lowed by  conferences.  On  March  2d 
Miss  Harriet  Keyser  spoke  ofi  Wom- 
en's Work  in  Organizations.  March 
9th  on  account  of  stormy  weather 
Mr.  Lyman  Beecher  Stowe  postponed 
his  address  on  the  "School  City"  to  a 
later  Monday.  March  i6th  Mr.  Henry 
G.  Parsons  spoke  on  "Children's 
School  Farms."  March  23d  Mr.  John 
Collier  gave  a  talk  on  "Cheap  Amuse- 
ments," and  on  March  30th  Miss 
Marsten  told  of  the  work  of  the  Na- 
tional Flower  and  Fruit  Guilds. 

A  Sub-Committee  on  Art  was 
formed  composed  of  ]\Iiss  Budd,  Miss 
Richards,  and  Aliss  Sahler,  to  pass  on 
any  decoration  or  furniture  to  be 
placed  in  the  Club  House. 

Helen  G.  Sahler, 

Secretary. 

STREET. 

It  was  decided  that  the  Committee 
attack  important  properties  where  in- 
fractions of  street  ordinances  are  al- 
lowed. First  property  taken  in  hand 
was  that  belonging  to  Traction  Co. 
block,  bounded  by  Sixth  and  Seventh 
avenues  and  50th  and  51st  streets. 
Sidewalk  in  chronically  bad  condition 
from  dirt  and  refuse  not  being  cleaned 
off.  Principal  offense :  spitting.  Dead 
pools  form  dirty  border  along  the 
Sixth  avenue  side  of  building  and 
fresh  pools  make  walking  on  this 
block  alwavs  undesirable.  Conductors 
off  duty  convert  the  sidewalk  into  a 
lounging  place,  benches  being  provid- 
ed for  them.  Letters  have  been  sent 
to  Traction  Co.  and  to  Board  of 
Health  on  the  subject  of  this  block. 
Deputy  Commissioner  Edwards  has 
.been  asked  to  meet  the  Committee  and 
confer  on  practical  topics.  The  aid  to 
clean  streets  in  Chelsea,  given  by  this 
official,  induced  his  beino^  asked  to  talk 
matters  over  with  this  Committee. 
The  members  of  the  Committee  take 
an  exceptionally  lively  interest  in  the 
street  matters  and  are  most  helpful 
with  criticism  and  suggestion.  For 
example.  Commissioner  Croweil  hav- 
ing complained  to  the  Committee  that 
the  drivers  in  his  department,  beinof 
union  men,  were  more  or  less  a  law 
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unto  themselves,  a  member  of  the 

Committee  of  her  own  voHtion  made 
some  investigation  and  discovered  that 
the  Commissioner  has  power  of  re- 
moval, a  right  w^hich  it  would  seem 
could  be  made  to  exercise  some  dis- 
ciplinary power.  The  Committee  will 
continue  its  plan  of  reforming  special 
properties  and  small  neighborhood 
parks.  The  Street  Committees  in  the 
Branches  will  of  course  continue  their 
excellent  local  work. 

J.  Redding, 
Chairman. 


District  Branches 

RIVERSIDE. 

At  the  meeting  of  this  Branch  held 
April  7th,  the  Transit  Committee  re- 
ported that  fifty-six  cards  and  three 
complaints  by  letter  had  been  sent  to 
the  Public  Service  Commission  for  it 
to  act  upon. 

The  Publication  Committee  stated 
that  notices  had  been  sent  to  the  press 
calling  public  attention  to  the  fact  that 
the  gates  of  the  Broadway  cars  are 
open  on  the  side  nearest  the  Parkway 
and  that  passengers  are  therefore  no 
longer  obliged  to  stand  in  the  way  of 
passing  vehicles  while  trying  to  board 
the  cars.  The  committee  urged  on 
all  passengers  on  Broadway  to  make 
use  of  the  side  of  the  car  next  to  the 
Parkway  on  entering  or  leaving  the 
cars,  so  that  the  company  will  not  feel 
justified  in  closing  the  car  gates  on 
that  side. 

The  chairman  of  the  Waring  Ju- 
venile League  Committee  advocated 
the  extension  of  its  work,  and  the 
establishment  throughout  the  district 
of  other  posts  similarly  conducted. 
With  this  in  view  many  influential  resi- 
dents of  the  West  Side  were  invited  to 
be  present  at  the  meeting  and  hear  an 
address  by  Mr.  Marvin,  the  conductor 
of  the  gymnasium  work  and  club  work 
of  the  Lincoln  Post  on  what  is  now 
being  done  and  the  plans  for  expan- 
sion. The  Branch  is  soliciting  co-op- 
eration in  the  work  and  desires  both 
workers  and  money.    It  is  hoped  that 


churches  and  settlements  in  our  dis- 
trict will  combine  in  the  formation  of 
similar  'Tosts"  under  Mr.  Marvin's 
direction,  and  that  the  civic  side  of  the 
work  will  be  emphasized,  and  be  the 
underlying  motive.  The  reports  from 
the  Lincoln  Post  boys  have  been  un- 
usually complete.  If  the  small  district 
covered  by  their  work  does  not  soon 
show  the  elfect  of  their  reforming  in- 
fluence, it  will  not  be  due  to  lack  of 
efifort  on  their  part.  The  police  in- 
spector of  the  district  in  which  the 
Post  is  located  is  much  interested  in 
the  work  and  has  promised  to  address 
the  club  on  Thursday  evening.  He 
will  speak  of  the  further  aid  the  boys 
may  render  his  department. 

Street  Commissioner  Crowell  has 
offered  to  place  refuse  cans  at  points 
selected  by  the  boys,  these  to  be  under 
their  special  supervision.  Any  one  car- 
ing to  see  the  boys  either  conducting 
their  own  meetings  in  parliamentary 
fashion,  or  in  their  gymnasium  work, 
is  welcome  at  225  West  99th  Street  on 
the  second  and  fourth  Thursday  eve- 
nings of  the  month  at  7.45  or  Satur- 
day afternoons  at  2.30. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Park  Commit- 
tee reported  that  she  has  visited  the 
Park  Commissioner  and  the  Park 
work  shops  where  the  new  refuse  cans 
were  displayed.  The  cans  are  made  to 
represent  the  trunks  of  trees  and  they 
will  therefore  be  no  disfigurement  to 
the  park  circle  as  an  ordinary  can 
mis^ht. 

Our  committee  called  the  attention 
of  Park  Commissioner  Smith  to  the 
numerous  little  paths  which  intersect 
the  grass-plots  and  lawns  of  River- 
side Drive.  He  agreed  to  place  the 
"No  thoroughfare"  signs  at  the  proper 
points  to  deter  visitors  from  using  these 
paths.  In  regard  to  the  replacing  of 
the  trees  along  upper  Broadway,  the 
Commissioner  says  that  owing  to  a 
complete  lack  of  funds  for  the  pur- 
pose he  is  unable  to  act.  He  is  most 
hopeful,  however,  of  securing  a  lars:e 
appropriation  for  next  year  that  will 
enable  him  to  carry  forward  this  work. 
Commissioner  Smith  also  called  atten- 


4 


tion  to  the  bad  condition  of  the  plots 
and  the  demand  by  civic  organizations 
for  their  improvement.  He  then 
stated  that  there  are  fifty-eight  plots 
and  that  each  plot  will  cost  $3,500  to 
put  in  order. 

The  Park  Committee  of  Riverside 
Branch  has  been  devoting  much  time 
and  effort  toward  obtaining  a  certain 
strip  of  land  in  the  district  for  use  as 
a  playground  and  garden  for  the  use 
of  the'  children  in  the  congested  part 
of  this  section  of  the  city.  The  need 
for  such  a  park  was  brought  to  the 
attention  of  the  Branch  in  various 
ways.  For  one  thing,  a  visit  to  the 
Juvenile  Court  brought  out  the  fact 
that  the  Eighth  Assembly  District 
(which  is  bounded  by  Henry,  Cather- 
ine, Division,  Crystie,  Stanton  and 
Clinton  streets)  with  a  population  of 
727  to  an  acre,  sent  to  the  Children's 
Court  in  the  year  1906  457  cases,  or 
a  percentas^e  of  6.4  per  thousand  popu- 
lation. The  17th  Assembly  District, 
the  neighborhood  in  which  Riverside 
Bra'nch  is  seeking  to  get  the  play- 
ground, shows  even  a  higher  percent- 
ao^e,  it  being  6.6  per  thousand  popula- 
tion, which  is  the  hiehest  percentage 
of  cases  in  the  Tuvenile  Court  accord- 
in^  to  the  table  recently  compiled. 
Why  are  so  many  children  brouo:ht  to 
the  Tuvenile  Court?  Mr.  Hamner  in 
the  West  End  Church  Reznew  tells  a 
story  which  answers  this  question. 
Two  boys  a  few  weeks  as^o  were  play- 
in  <>■  baH  on  the  streets  in  this  district 
when  the  ball  accidental Iv  struck  an 
old  man.  This  individual  became 
nuTry,  called  a  policeman  and  insisted 
that  the  boys,  who  were  about  eight 
or  nine  years  old,  be  taken  to  the  po- 
lice station.  The  lads  were  compelled 
the  next  day  to  appear  in  the  Juvenile 
Court. 

Mr.  Hamner  goes  on  to  say,  "We 
make  no  further  comment  on  this  in- 
cident, but  report  it  in  order  to  make 
a  plea  for  the  children,  and  esoecially 
for  the  boys.  Many  of  the  first  of- 
fenders before  the  Juvenile  Courts 
of  a  city  are  brought  up  on  the  charge 
of  throwing  balls,  stones,  vegetables, 


etc.  The  boy's  way  of  expending  en- 
ergy, legitimate  in  the  country,  is  a 
misdemeanor  in  the  city. 

"The  expanding  frame,  the  pulsing 
blood  of  the  child  demand  oxygen 
from  the  open  air  and  free  exercise  in 
abundance.  For  the  children  of  the 
East  Side  wx  are  providing  open  air 
gymnasiums  in  small  parks.  But  their 
blood  is  often  poor  and  their  growth 
retarded  by  insufficient  food.  The 
children  of  the'  West  Side  are  better 
fed  and  housed  and  consequently  bet- 
ter furnished  with  material  for 
growth,  provided  it  has  oxygen  to 
cleanse  it,  and  exercise  to  send  it 
coursing  through  arteries  and  veins. 
The  well-fed  animal  which  gets  no  ex- 
ercise grows  wild  and  even  vicious. 
The  Juvenile  Court  is  providing  sta- 
tistics that  show  that  the  very  neigh- 
borhood in  which  we  live  is  furnishing 
more  than  its  numerical  proportion  of 
youthful  offenders.  The  confinement 
of  school  and  of  New  York  apartment 
life  as  well  as  the  life  in  the  poorer 
apartments,  known  as  tenements,  de- 
prive the  child  of  open  air  exercise 
necessary  to  development — the  street 
is  his  playground.  Will  intelligent 
men  and  women  arrest  children,  and 
brand  them  in  a  police  court  when 
they  are  only  obeving  the  natural  laws 
of  develoDment  ?" 

By  realizing"  this  play2:round  plan 
the  Branch  will  also  be  helping  its 
Waring  Juvenile  Lea2:ues,  for  the 
gymnasium  work  can  be  continued  all 
summer  in  the  open  air  under  Mr. 
Marvin.  The  present  plan  is  to  en- 
gage Mr.  Marvin  as  director,  for 
every  week  day,  to  teach  the  boys  and 
girls  who  make  use  of  the  playground. 
The  Bloomin^jda^e  Guild  and  many  of 
the  churches  in  the  nei-rhborhood  have 
promised  assistance.  We  have  also 
interested  Commissioner  Smith  of  the 
Park  Department.  Mrs.  Parsons  of  the 
School  Farm,  and  her  son,  Mr.  Henry 
G.  Parsons,  ]\Tr.  Bradstreet  of  the 
Metro])olitan  Parks  Association,  and 
a  principal  of  a  nearby  school  who  has 
agreed  to  let  those  of  his  boys  who 
will,  participate  in  building  the  frame 
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shelter  on  the  playground,  and  the 
carpentry  teachers  in  his  school  have 
already  volunteered  their  services. 

We  hope  to  interest  many  more, 
and  as  soon  as  the  land  is  obtained 
and  necessary  funds  are  raised,  the 
work  can  be  begun. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Ida  S.  Cohen, 

Chairman. 


[As  a  woman  in  Brooklyn  died  in 
April  as  the  result  of  being  struck 
over  the  heart  by  a  ball  thrown  in  a 
street  ball  game,  the  public  may  be 
excused  if  it  protects  itself  against 
such  terrible  risks.  Now  the  most  en- 
lightened form  of  protection  is  to  set 
apart  suitable  places — playgrounds — 
for  ball  playing. — Editor  Bulletin.] 


The  Woman's  Municipal  League 

Ice-Water  Fountains 

Among  the  fountains  mentioned  in 
the  April  issue  of  the  Bulletin  as 
having  been  donated  through  the 
League  should  have  been  included  the 
one  erected  and  maintained  by  the 
Young  People's  Section  of  the  Coun- 
cil of  Jewish  Women,  which  is  locate! 
at  the  College  Settlement,  95  Riving- 
ton  Street. 


Effort  to  Improve  Condition  of 
Cars  and  Stations 

The  system  of  card  reports  on  the 
condition  of  the  railway  cars  and  sta- 
tions, suggested  by  the  Riverside 
Branch,  resulted  in  56  complaints 
being  forwarded  to  the  Public  Service 
Commission  with  a  note  in  which  at- 
tention was  drawn  to  the  increased 
violations  of  the  ordinance  against 
expectorating  in  the  cars,  and  a  re- 
auest  was  made  that  something  be 
done  to  put  a  stop  to  men  passenofers 
making  footrests  of  cross  seats  in  ele- 
vated and  subway  cars. 

The  following  note  was  received  in 
reply : 


Dear  Madam  : 

In  acknowledging  receipt  of  your  com- 
munication of  the  13th  inst.,  submitting 
observations  taken  by  many  different  per- 
sons regarding  sanitary  condition  of  cars, 
I  beg  to  say  that  I  am  very  much  pleased 
with  the  systematic  manner  in  which  your 
investigation  has  been  conducted.  Such 
work  on  the  part  of  any  civic  organization 
is,  of  course,  of  great  help  to  the  Commis- 
sion in  its  efforts  to  improve  transit  con- 
ditions. 

Some  time  ago  the  Commission  directed 
its  Inspection  Department  to  investigate 
the  cleanHness  of  stations,  both  elevated 
and  Subway,  in  Manhattan  and  the  Bronx, 
and  the  methods  and  frequency  of  cleaning 
the  cars,  and  also  to  investigate  the  condi- 
tion- of  the  cars  on  the  lower  East  Side  as 
to  cleanliness,  and  methods  and  frequency 
of  cleaning.  This  investigation  is  still  un- 
der way  and  the  data  you  have  submitted 
will  be  taken  into  consideration  in  connec- 
tion therewith. 

We  should  be  pleased  to  have  you  con* 
duct  further  investigations  of  a  like  nature. 

Yours  very  truly, 

Travis  H.  Whitney, 
Public  Service  Commission  Secretary. 


PROSPECT   HEIGHTS  (bROOKLYN). 

At  the  March  meeting  the  Com- 
mittee on  Streets  reported  calling  at 
the  Bureau  of  Highways  and  on  ask- 
ing for  the  Commissioner,  who  was 
down  in  print  as  head  of  that  depart- 
ment, it  was  informed  that  he  had  been 
out  of  office  for  a  year.  On  ascer- 
taining the  committee's  wishes  it  was 
referred  to  another  department,  and 
told  to  put  its  request  in  writing.  The 
committee  asked  for  large  clear  signs 
with  directions  for  automobilists  who 
cross  the  Williamsburg  Bridge  en 
route  to  the  Island  and  to  various 
parts  of  Brooklyn.  This  reform  the 
department  promised  would  be  at- 
tended to  as  soon  as  the  work  could 
be  done. 

No  improvement  has  been  noticed 
yet  in  the  very  bad  condition  of  the 
vacant  lots  near  the  Navy  Yard,  al- 
though our  request  for  reform  of  con- 
ditions was  made  two  months  ago. 
The  streets  in  that  region,  however, 
look  cleaner. 

Our  Immigrant  Investig^ator  report- 
ed visits  to  158  immigrant  ffirls,  of 
whom  115  were  Italians,  18  Germans, 
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10  Scandinavians,  8  Austrians,  3 
Spanish,  i  Austrian  Hebrew,  i  Hun- 
garian, I  Lithurian,  and  i  Syrian. 

The  girls  from  Southern  Europe 
Buffer  very  much  from  the  severity 
of  our  climate,  but  climate  is  not  the 
result  of  all  physical  suffering  they 
endure.  One  Italian  girl  fell  through 
a  hole  down  four  stories  in  a  paper 
factory  where  she  had  worked  only 
three  days.  As  it  would  be  three 
months  before  she  could  recover  the 
normal  use  of  a  splintered  foot,  it 
was  decided  to  sue  her  employer,  and 
Miss  Helen  Arthur  consented  to  take 
the  case,  and  if  possible  secure  money 
damages  for  the  girl. 

Since  the  first  of  the  year,  there  has 
been  a  marked  decrease  in  the  arriv- 
insf  of  immigrant  girls.  The  general 
opinion  seems  to  be  that  times  are  to 
become  worse  instead  of  better.  Large 
numbers  of  men  are  appealing  for 
help,  having:  heard  of  The  Woman's 
Municipal  League  through  the  girls 
visited. 

The  Tenement  Committee  stated 
that  reports  of  violation  of  rules  had 
been  sent  to  the  Tenement  House  De- 
partment and  the  Board  of  Health 
and  these  had  been  met  with  prompt 
response  in  every  case.  This  commit- 
tee sent  a  speaker  to  a  Mothers'  Club 
to  inform  the  members  as  to  the  riehts 
of  those  occupying  tenements.  The 
committee  also  gave  an  interesting  ac- 
count of  the  main  features  of  the 
Exhibit  of  Congfested  Population  now 
beinq-  held  in  Brooklyn  and  towards 
which  we  gave  $25. 

The  Legislative  Committee  gave  its 
usual  full  report. 

The  Jail  Committee  reported  the 
sending  of  letters  to  Senators  urging 
them  to  work  for  the  passage  of  bill 
No.  525,  which  provides  for  the  trans- 
portation of  prisoners  to  and  from 
police  courts  and  jails  and  for  the  re- 
sponsibilitv  therefore  by  the  Depart- 
ment of  Corrections.  The  responses 
from  these  Senators  promised  to  con- 
sider the  matter  carefully. 

Caroline  A.  L.  Pratt, 

Chairman. 


Immigrant  Girl  Investigation  Re- 
port for  March,  1908 

The  number  of  arriving  immigrants 
still  continues  comparatively  small, 
although  Mrs.  Breslin  reports  that 
there  are  more  men  than  women.  In 
March  I  visited  124  girls  in  Brook- 
lyn. About  half  the  Italian  girls 
were  illiterate.  It  is  interesting  that 
when  there  are  several  sisters  in  a 
family,  very  often  the  older  ones  are 
illiterate  while  the  younger  ones  have 
attended  school  in  Italy.  This  corrob- 
orates the  statement  of  Mr.  Antonio 
Mangano  in  his  article  on  "The  Effect 
of  Emigration  on  Italy"  in  "Charities" 
for  April  4th.  He  says  that  emigra- 
tion to  the  United  States  has  given  a 
great  impulse  to  popular  education  in 
Italy.  "The  Italian  in  America  sees 
that  the  man  who  can  read  and  write 
is  the  boss,  while  the  illiterate  dig  in 
the  ditch — so  if  his  children  are  in 
Italy,  he  sends  back  word  that  they 
all  be  sent  to  school." 

Apropos  of  education  it  must  be  said 
that  unfortunately  the  school  facilities 
of  Brooklyn  are  far  from  being  what 
they  should  be.  Everyone  has  doubt- 
less seen  this  startling  placard  in  the 
exhibit  of  the  Junior  Leafrue  at  the 
Congestion  Show :  "Think  of  it ! 
70,000  children  on  part  time — but 
more  on  part  time  in  three  Brooklyn 
districts  than  in  all  Manhattan,  Bronx 
and  Richmond.  Poor  Brooklyn ! 
Who's  to  blame?"  Ever  since  I  be- 
gan investigating  in  October,  I  have 
noticed  the  large  number  of  children 
of  foreign  parents  who  go  to  school 
on  part  time.  According  to  Dr.  Mil- 
ton Reisenstein,  the  district  where 
this  condition  is  the  worst  is  Browns- 
ville. I^st  month  I  found  the  very 
unusual  case  of  an  Italian  girl  who 
wished  to  attend  evening  school. 
Maria  Molinelli  lives  at  114  Sullivan 
Street,  directly  opposite  Public  School 
No.  30.  She  can  read  and  write 
Italian  and  wished  to  learn  Enelish. 
She  applied  three  times  at  the  school, 
being  accompanied  by  an  Italian  girl 
who  speaks  English.    The  first  even- 
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ing  they  said  "Come  back  next  week" ; 
the  second,  *'Come  to-morrow,"  and 
finally,  "We  take  no  Italians  here." 
An  Italian  man  had  a  similar  experi- 
ence at  the  same  school.  "You  know," 
said  the  girl's  sister,  "the  Americans 
don't  like  the  Italians  very  well." 

A  harrowing  tale  of  grievance 
against  Ellis  Island  and  the  Cunard 
Company  was  told  me  by  a  Swedish 
woman  whom  I  met  at  another  Sulli- 
van Street  house.  Her  daughter 
Irma,  aged  i6,  arrived  on  the  "Lu- 
cania"  in  the  autumn.  The  mother 
went  to  the  Island  for  her  and  was 
told  that  the  girl  was  not  on  the  ship, 
and  received  the  same  answer  to  her 
inquiries  at  the  Cunard  office.  Mean- 
while, as  afterwards  appeared,  the 
girl  was  sent  alone  to  Newark,  N.  J. 
Her  manifest  address  was  "West  New 
York,"  which  the  authorities  evident- 
ly interpreted  as  "West  Newark." 
Arrived  at  the  Newark  station,  the 
girl  entered  a  cab  and  said  the  cab- 
man wanted  to  take  some  Italian  men 
with  her,  but  she  objected.  He  drove 
her  for  a  long  distance,  then  charged 
her  $2.50,  put  her  on  a  street  car  and 
drove  away.  At  the  place  where  the 
conductor  told  her  to  get  ofif  were 
three  small  houses  on  the  outskirts  of 
a  lonely  suburb.  In  the  first,  the  peo- 
ple were  all  Polish ;  the  g^irl  then  went 
on  to  the  second  where  lived  some 
Germans  who  took  her  to  a  Swedish 
family  who  kept  her  and  found  her 
relatives  after  several  days.  And  all 
this  time  the  poor  mother  was  almost 
crazy.  She  said  she  was  at  the  Island 
the  day  of  the  ship's  arrival  and  for 
three  successive  days  and  they  told 
her  there  the  girl  was  lost,  and  at  the 
Cunard  office  said  they  didn't  care  to 
answer  any  questions.  Both  places 
were  denounced  by  Mrs.  Stutsberg  in 
no  gentle  terms.  It  was  two  weeks 
before  she  could  get  the  girl's  trunk, 
and  she  was  oblio^ed  to  pay  the  Swed- 
ish family  for  taking  care  of  her. 

One  day  I  met  in  a  grocery  store 
the  aunt  of  a  girl  whom  I  had  visited 
in  December.  She  seemed  most 
pleased  to  see  me  and  invited  me  to 


go  to  their  house  again  which  I  ac- 
cordingly did  and  was  treated  to 
vanilla  cream  soda.  The  girl  has 
grown  plump  and  says  she  is  disgust- 
ed with  the  United  States.  At  my 
first  visit  she  slept  in  a  folding  bed, 
but  has  now  a  single  iron  bed  with 
brass  trimmings,  to  which  the  aunt 
called  my  attention  with  great  pride. 

There  seems  to  be  a  good  deal  of 
illness  especially  among  children,  and 
one  is  often  confronted  with  the  Board 
of  Health  labels  stating  that  cases  of 
measles  or  scarlet  fever  exist  within, 
Maria  La  Rosa,  16  years  old,  arrived 
January  28th  and  lives  with  her  uncle 
and  aunt  at  21 16  Pitkin  Avenue.  The 
week  before  my  visit  a  little  niece  two 
years  old  died  there  of  diphtheria,  and 
during  my  visit  the  Board  of  Health 
officer  came  to  fumigate  the  room. 
As  he  spoke  no  Italian,  he  asked  me 
to  interpret  for  him.  Maria  and  her 
aunt  have  each  a  sewing  machine  pur- 
chased on  the  installment  plan,  and 
they  work  at  home  on  cushion  covers 
which  they  said  they  thouo^ht  were  to 
be  used  for  children's  carria^^es.  They 
were  unlike  anything  I  have  ever  seen 
and  I  thought  them  very  ugly.  In 
the  center  was  embroidered  a  fi^^ure 
resembling  a  goose  and  the  work  con- 
sisted in  sewine  a  glass  eye  in  the 
p^oose's  head  and  puttins:  ruffles  about 
the  edo^e  of  the  cushions.  The  aunt 
said  that  bv  working  from  4  A.  M. 
till  10  P.  M.  they  could  each  make 
about  $3  per  week.  I  am  inclined  to 
doubt  whether  they  really  sewed  so 
many  hours,  but  she  certainly  said  it. 
Every  morning  at  8  she  goes  to  the 
factory  of  the  Leading  Embroidery 
Works,  Liberty  xA.venue  and  Warwick 
Street,  with  the  finished  work  and 
takes  home  the  new.  They  are  paid 
every  Monday  P.  yi.  This  work  was 
carried  on  in  the  house  all  the  time 
the  child  was  ill  with  diphtheria. 

But  it  would  be  a  mistake  to  think 
that  all  Italian  immigrant  girls  are 
obliged  to  work  hard.  For  instance, 
Olimpia  Gentile,  who  arrived  Febru- 
ary 29th  and  lives  with  her  aunt,  Mrs. 
Diodati  at  64  Main  Street,  seems  to 
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have  a  comparative  "cinch,"  although 
according  to  the  aunt's  account  her 
life  in  Italy  was  far  from  being  a  bed 
of  roses.  She  was  an  intelligent  child 
and  worked  very  hard  carrying  stones 
on  her  head  until  the  aunt  sent  for 
her.  The  uncle  is  a  street  cleaner 
and  they  seemed  to  be  in  very  com- 
fortable circumstances,  and  had  a 
graphophone  and  various  elaborate 
ornaments.  I  noticed  in  a  glass  case 
in  the  parlor  the  badges  of  several 
societies  of  which  he  is  member, 
among  them  two  marked  "Regular 
Democratic  Party,  Kings  Co."  When 
I  first  went  there  the  girl  had  gone  to 
attend  the  funeral  of  a  friend  who  had 
been  burned  to  death  while  making 
coffee.  She  returned  later,  and  is 
certainly  very  pretty.  The  aunt  told 
me  proudly  that  many  suitors  came 
to  see  Olimpia  and  when  she  was  mar- 
ried they  would  have  many  carriages 
at  the  wedding.  She  was  also  gra- 
cious enough  to  say  that  if  she  had  a 
son  she  would  like  him  to  marry  me ! 
Another  girl,  Francesca  Taranto, 
spends  her  time  making  pillow  lace 
and  expects  to  marry  a  cousin  next 
summer.  Several  others  have  been 
married  since  their  arrival. 

The  German,  Austrian,  and  Nor- 
wegian girls  are  almost  all  in  domes- 
tic service.  One  German  girl  erew 
homesick  and  returned  to  the  Father- 
land after  about  two  months.  Many 
German  girls  seem  to  stay  in  New 
York  for  a  short  while  and  then  go 
on  to  relatives  in  the  west,  chiefly  in 
Chicago,  Cleveland,  and  Pittsburg. 
An  Italian  woman  who  has  been 
many  years  in  the  United  States  told 
me  the  reason  the  Italian  girls  never 
go  into  domestic  service  is  simply  be- 
cause the  parents  are  so  strict  and 
jealous  and  think  it  necessary  for  a 
girl  to  live  with  her  family.  She  said 
that  as  long  as  an  Italian  girl  had  any 
friends  or  relatives  here,  she  would 
never  live  out. 

But  in  all  my  work  the  most  im- 
pressive thing,  the  saddest  and  most 
alarmino^  I  have  met  is  the  enormous 
number  of  unemployed  men.  Appar- 


ently at  present  it  is  easier  for  Italian 
women  to  get  work  than  it  is  for  men, 
and  many  Italians  are  now  supported 
entirely  by  the  little  their  wives,  sis- 
ters and  daughters  can  earn  by  work- 
ing early  and  late,  and  many  have  not 
even  this  and  are  in  absolute  destitu- 
tion. It  would  take  volum.es  if  I  were 
to  write  all  the  appeals  for  help  which 
have  been  made  to  me  and  to  the  De- 
partment. Matters  seem  now  to  have 
reached  a  point  where  people  have  ex- 
hausted their  savings  and  are  begin- 
ning to  suffer  from  hunger  and  in- 
ability to  meet  the  demands  of  the 
landlord.  I  am  often  told  "People 
are  dying  of  hunger."  One  day  on 
Pacific  Street  near  East  New  York  I 
was  literally  besieged  by  a  large 
crowd  of  men  and  boys  begeing  me 
to  take  their  names  and  addresses. 
Most  of  them  had  been  out  of  work 
for  about  five  months.  I  gave  ad- 
dresses including  that  of  the  Research 
Department  and  that  of  the  New  York 
Italian  Society  to  as  many  as  I  could. 
The  crowd  increased  so  that  I  was 
afraid  the  police  would  appear  but 
they  did  not.  Several  men  to  whom 
I  have  given  the  addresses  of  the 
Italian  societies  have  told  me  that 
they  have  been  there  and  been  toM 
that  the  number  of  applications  was 
so  great  that  absolutely  nothinof  could 
be  done  for  them.  One  of  these  is 
Zolmino  Paposclina  of  189  Adams 
Street.  He  told  me  that  the  day  be- 
fore he  had  spent  eight  hours  in  walk- 
ing about  in  search  of  work  without 
success.  On  March  26th  he  had  been 
out  of  work  for  five  weeks.  He  had 
a  wife  and  two  daughters,  one  aged 
five  years,  and  a  baby  of  two  weeks. 
The  only  source  of  income  the  family 
has  is  the  money  earned  by  his  sister 
Teresa,  who  embroiders  dresses  in 
New  York  and  gets  $6.50  per  week, 
but  has  only  returned  to  work  a  week 
ago,  the  factory  having  been  closed 
since  the  middle  of  November.  His 
sister-in-law,  Angiolina  Macciocca, 
earns  $5  in  a  candy  factory,  which 
was  also  closed  from  the  middle  of 
November  until   a  week  ago.  The 


man  has  been  two  and  a  half  years  in 
the  United  States,  and  attended  even- 
ing school  for  seven  or  eight  months. 
He  is  now  studying  at  home  and 
showed  me  his  books,  from  which  he 
is  translating  Italian  into  English. 

John  Raffi,  of  15  Garrison  Street, 
had  been  three  weeks  out  of  work  on 
March  7th.  He  has  been  29  years  in 
the  United  States  and  has  been  a 
metal  worker  for  14  years.  His  last 
employment  was  in  the  tinsmith  de- 
partment of  Caldwell  &  Co.,  38  West 
15th  Street,  New  York.,  manufactur- 
ers of  chandeliers.  The  day  after  my 
visit  he  called  at  our  office  and  was 
given  much  assistance  by  Mrs.  Bres- 
lin.    He  has  a  wife  and  baby. 

Mrs.  Antonio  Geraci.  of  127  Stowe 
Avenue,  beg^ged  me  to  find  some  work 
for  her  husband.  He  is  30  years  old, 
has  been  seven  years  in  the  United 
States  and  has  had  no  regular  work 
for  five  months.  He  has  a  wife  and 
boy  of  two  and  a  girl  one  year  oM. 
The  little  boy  has  been  ill  with  pneu- 
monia and  they  had  to  pay  much 
money  for  the  doctor  and  medicine. 

Last  Thursday  at  9  President  Street, 
where  women  were  making  long 
Italian  cigars,  I  met  some  very  desti- 
tute men.  Giovanni  Scotti,  3^1^ 
vears  old,  from  Isclria,  no  work  for 
five  months.  Wife,  dressmaker,  sup- 
ports him.  He  says,  he  can  do  any- 
thing— fireman,  longshoreman,  dray- 
man, sailor.  I  observed  that  it  would 
seem  as  if  there  must  be  work  for 
longshoremen  as  ships  were  constant- 
ly arriving.  "Yes,  Signorina,  the 
ships  come  but  there  is  no  freight." 
Bernardo  dTsolino,  34  years  old,  from 
island  of  Procida,  15  months  in 
United  States,  formerly  longshore- 
man, now  no  work  for  six  months. 
Has  wife  and  three  children. 

Pietro  Tulrano,  48  years  old,  for- 
merly longshoreman,  now  no  work 
for  seven  months.  "  Said  he  had  a 
wife  and  three  children  dying  of  hun- 
ger in  Italy.  This  man  had  no  stock- 
ings and  his  slippers  were  full  of 
holes.  These  are  but  a  few  of  hun- 
dreds, perhaps  thousands,   cf  cases 


existing  in  Brooklyn.  Nor  is  it  only 
the  Italians  who  are  sufifering.  Ger- 
mans and  Scandinavians  tell  the  same 
story  of  husbands  and  brothers  out 
of  work. 

Monthly  report  of  Brooklyn  in- 
vestigator. 


GREENWICH. 

Since  the  March  meeting  the  cur- 
rent neighborhood  problems  have  been 
pushed  and  at  the  April  meeting  a 
communication  compounded  of  ex- 
cuses and  a  partial  promise  from  the 
Metropolitan  Street  Railway  Co.  in 
regard  to  the  Eighth  Street  crosstown 
Hue,  together  with  our  reply  request- 
ing further  information,  were  read.  It 
was  voted  to  request  the  Bureau  of 
Public  Buildings  to  spend  any  money, 
which  it  might  consider  available,  in 
arranging  to  have  the  clock  strike  the 
hours  in  the  Jefiferson  Market  tower 
(the  cost  of  which  would  be  $1,600), 
instead  for  the  repair  of  the  market  it- 
self. This  would  be  advisable  as  the 
market  is  badly  out  of  repair,  and  to 
put  it  into  proper  shape  wouM  fur- 
nish work  to  more  unemployed  men. 
As  the  condition  of  Fourteenth  Street, 
though  much  better  as  to  street  clean- 
ing, is  still  bad  on  Sundays  from  the 
litter  thrown  on  the  pavements,  a  com- 
mittee called  upon  the  police  captain 
of  the  precinct  and  secured  his  prom- 
ise to  call  the  patrohnen's  attention  to 
this  as  well  as  to  the  dirty  condition 
of  the  pavements  on  Ninth  and  Tenth 
Streets  between  University  Place  and 
I)roadway.  As  a  new  captain  is  short- 
ly to  be  appointed  the  committee  will 
see  him  also.  Dr.  Darlington  is  to  be 
requested  to  enforce  the  law  against 
the  furriers'  unsanitary  proceedings,  as 
these  matters  do  not  belong  to  the  po- 
lice. A  vote  endorsing  the  plan  of 
making  each  Branch  of  the  Leao^ue 
more  responsible  for  its  share  of  the 
League's  expenses  was  passed.  The 
improvement  of  the  basements  in  this 
district  was  discussed  and  members 
were  requested  to  secure  information 
regarding    any    tenement    owner  of 
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Trinity  parish  in  the  district.  The 
complaint  cards  regarding  the  transit 
Hnes  continue  to  come  in  slowly. 

Another  Italian  meetingr  is  beins:  ar- 
ranged  where  Commissioner  Crowell's 
Italian  cards  on  rubbish  will  be  dis- 
tributed. The  condition  of  the  streets 
in  this  district  is  so  much  better  that 
it  was  voted  to  see  if  the  Washington 
Square  Association  would  co-operate 
with  us  in  giving  prizes  to  the  sweeper, 
driver  and  garbage  collector  with  the 
best  record.  On  consulting  Commis- 
sioner Crowell  as  to  whether  he  would 
approve  of  this  he  said  he  was  heartily 
in  favor  of  the  idea,  and  that  he  had 
already  requested  a  society  anxious 
to  erect  a  monument  to  Col.  Waring 
that  part  of  its  funds  should  be  used 
to  procure  a  yearly  income  which 
should  be  given  to  those  men  in  the 
Department  having:  the  best  record, 
the  prizes  to  be  called  Waring  prizes. 
I  hope  the  League  can  follow  up  this 
idea. 

A  meeting  of  the  Washington 
Square  Association  will  be  held  on 
Thursday,  April  i6,  at  8,  at  the  home 
of  Miss  Day,  and  addresses  will  be 
made  by  Dr.  Darlington  and  Commis- 
sioner Crowell. 

Katharine  S.  Day. 


The  Taxpayer  Foots  the  Bill 

The  following  comparative  tables 
are  of  the  kind  that  the  Bureau  of 
Municipal  Research  is  continually 
handing'  out  to  the  consternation  of 
the  unscrupulous  ofifice  holders  but 
the  joy  of  taxpayers  and  disinterested 
people  w^ho  believe  that  economy  and 
efficiency  should  be  as  characteristic 
of  municipal  business  as  it  is  of  well- 
conducted  private  enterprises : 

Memoranda  on  Baths,  Showing  Differ- 
ence Between  Public  and  Private 
Organization  Administration 
and  Expenditures 
Public. 
Employees. 

Per  annum 

Ko  Superintendent. 
No  Cashier. 

2  Engineers,  each  at   $1,692.50 


4  Stokers,  each  at  $1,095.00 

I  Attendant,  at  (in  charge)   1,277.50 

I  Attendant,  at  (Assistant)   1,095.00 

8  Attendants,  each  at   912.50 

10  Female  attendants,  each  at....  730.00 

No  laundrymen. 

Coal. 

1,825  tons,  an  allowance  of  5  tons 
per  day  for  365  days,  at  $5.91 
per  ton   $10,785.75 

Supplies  and  Repairs. 

Engineer's  and  janitor's  supplies.  $700.00 
Miscellaneous    repairs    and  ex- 
pense, no  light  and  power   3,300.00 

Repair  work  of  all  kinds   3,i75-00 

Patrons. 

Patrons  must  furnish  their  own  soap  and 
towels. 

No  record  of  bathers  kept,  except  by  guess 
on  the  part  of  attendant  in  charge. 

Cost  of  Maintenance 
FOR  One  Year. 

$39,423.25  10,098. 50 

Receipts   7,088.65 

Net  Expense   $3,009.85 

Private. 

Per  annum 

I  Superintendent    $1,500.00 

I  Cashier    660.00 

I  Engineer    900.00 

I  Stoker  (engineer)    600.00 

3  Male  attendants,  each  at   540.00 

I  Female  attendant    420.00 

I  Laundryman    540.00 

Coal. 

490.6  tons,  for  IT  months,  at  $3.70 
per  ton,  and  42  tons,  for  I 
month,  at  $3.95   $1,981.27 

Supplies  and  Repairs. 

Engineer's  and  general  supplies..  $317.25 
Miscellaneous  repairs  and  expense, 

including  light,  power  and  soap.  1,554.98 

Repair  work  of  all  kinds   3,i75-CO 

Patrons. 

Soap  and  towels  on  sale  at  5 
cents,  returning  revenue  for  pas.t 
year  of    $7,088.65 

Record  of  bathers  kept  by  cash  account  and 
tally  sheets  for  free  bathers,  upon  whom 
there  is  no  restriction. 

$39,423.25  $10,098.50 

Cost  of  Maintenance 
for  One  Year. 

Receipts    7,088.65 

Net  Expense    $3,009.85 
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Members  of  the  League  and  their  friends  are  invited  to  attend  an 


ENTERTAINMENT 

OF  THE 

WARING  JUVENILE  LEAGUE 

on  May  12th,  1908 

AT 

225  West  99th  Street,  at  8.15  p.m. 

The  Programme  consists  of 

THE  PLAY  "ICI  ON   PARLE  ERAN^AIS" 
A  DUMB-BELL  DRILL  BY  THE  GYMNASIUM  CLASS 
A  SKETCH  AND  SONGS  BY  TWO  BOYS 
VAUDEVILLE  "TOPSY  TURVY "  BY  TEN  BOYS 

Tickets,  50  Cents 

Proceeds  are  to  go  toward  continuing  the  work  of  the  Waring  Juvenile 

League 


Mrs.  Charles  Russell  Lowell 


FOUNDERS 

(Donors  of  $1,000  or  more) 

MRS.  RICHARD  ALDRICH 

MISS  GRACE  H.  DODGE 

MRS.  RAYMOND  ROBINS 

LIFE  MEMBERS 

(Donors  of  $250  at  one  time) 

MISS  JULIA  DELAFIELD 

MRS.  WILLIAM  E.  DODGE 

MRS.  JOHN  INNES  KANE 

MISS  C.  R.  LOWELL 

MRS.  RUSSELL  SAGE 


THE  • 

WOMAN'S  MUNICIPAL  LEAGUE 

BULLETIN 

WITH  CALENDAR 
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l^^^E  call  the  attention  of  the  members  to  our 
needs,  knowing  that  many  people  are 
interested  in  details.  No  member  could  find 
any  of  these  extravagant.  Donations  received  this 
month  will  be  acknowledged  in  our  next  issue. 

NEEDS 

1.  For  summer  expenses,  still  required,  $119. 

2.  Clock. 

3.  Additional  filing  case,  $25. 

There  is  much  material  on  hand,  in  an  un- 
classified state,  and  summer  is  the  best  time  to 
care  for  it. 

4.  Funds  to  reprint  the  history  of  the  League, 
which  is  frequently  asked  for  and  could  easily  be 
brought  up  to  date. 


League  Calendar 


ALL  MONDAYS 

Riverside  Juvenile  League,  St.  Michael's  Parish 

House,  9Qth  Street  and  Amsterdam  Ave.. .3. 30  p.  m. 

FIRST  MONDAYS 

Streets  Committee,  19  East  26th  Street,  May  4. .11  a.  m. 

SECOND  MONDAYS 

Ice- Water  Fountains  Committee,  Residence  of 
Mrs.  Thomas  M.  Dillingham,  Chairman, 
8  West  49ih  Street  loa.m. 

Morrisania,  19  East  26th  Street  to. 30  a.  m. 

Research  Department,  19  East  26th  Street. .  .10.30  a.  m. 

FOURTH  MONDAYS 

Ice- Water  Fountains  Committee,  Residence  of 
Mrs.  Thomas  M.  Dillingham,  Chairman, 
8  West  49th  Street  10  a.  m. 

FIRST  TUESDAYS 

Riverside,  March  3,  Residence  of  Mrs.  Edward 

Curtis,  33  West  6gth  Street  11  a.  m. 

THIRD  TUESDAYS 

Kip's  Bay,  Residence  Mrs.  J.  Noble  Hayes, 

Chairman,  iii  East  17th  Street  5  p.  m. 

FIRST  WEDNESDAY 

Inwood,   Residence  of  Miss  Flitner,  Bolton 

Road,  June  3  3  p.  m. 

SECOND  WEDNESDAYS 

Aldermanic  Committee,  19  East  26th  Street. .  10.30  a.  m. 

Greenwich.  Residence  of  Miss  Day,  Chairman, 

28  Fifth  Avenue  11.30  a.  m. 

THIRD  WEDNESDAYS 

Central  Committee,  19  East  26th  Street  10.30  a.  m. 

FOURTH  WEDNESDAYS 

Murray  Hill,  19  East  26th  Street  lO  a.  m, 

THURSDAYS  FOLLOWING  THIRD 

WEDNESDAY 

Public  Meeting  of  the  League,  19  East  26th 

Street  11  a.  m. 

SECOND  THURSDAYS 

Riverside  Juvenile  League,  Business  Meeting, 

St.  Michael's  Parish  House  Bp.  m. 

FOURTH  THURSDAYS 

Riverside  Juvenile  League,  Business  Meeting, 

St.  Michael's  Parish  House  8  p.  m. 

LAST  THURSDAY 

Brooklyn   Heights,  Brooklyn  Barnard  Club, 

132  Remsen  Street  10.30  a.  m. 

Executive  Meeting,  same  day  10  a.  m. 

FIRST  FRIDAYS 

House  Committee,  19  East  26th  Street  11  a.  m. 

Tenements  Committee,  19  East  26th'  Street  11  a.  m. 

SECOND  FRIDAYS 

Membership  Committee,  19  East  26th  Street.  11.30  a.  m. 

FOURTH  FRIDAYS 

Chelsea,  Chelsea  Girls'  Club,  434  West  20th  St. .  .2  p.  m. 

ALL  SATURDAYS 

Riverside  Juvenile  League,  Gymnasium,  St. 

Michael's  Parish  House  2.30  p.  m. 

MORRISANIA  SUBDIVISIONS 

Woodstock,  Alternate  Tuesdays....  2  p.  m. 

PROSPECT  HEIGHTS,  BROOKLYN 

Last  of  each  month.    Subject  to  call. 
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WOMAN^S  MUNICIPAL  LEAGUE 

BULLETIN 

Vol.  VI.  ^  JUNE,  1908  No.  9 

The  regular  Public  Monthly  Meeting  of  The  Woman^s  Municipal  League 
ivill  take  place  at  the  Headquarters,  t9  East  26th  Street,  on  Thursday,  June  18, 
t908,  at  //  a.m. 

The  occasion  ivill  be  demoted  to  a  consideration  of  the  summer  ci'vic  ivork 
of  the  League* 

Josephine  Redding,  Secretary. 


PRESIDENT'S  RECEPTION 

Mrs.  Aldrich  at  home 

AT  THE 

Headquarters  of  the  League,  19  East  26th  Street 

ON 

JUNE  17th,  1908 

From  4.30  to  6.30  P.M. 

Members  are  invited  to  bring  their  relatives  and  friends  and 
to  ask  at  the  office  for  invitations  which 
they  desire  sent. 


All  Communications  should  be  sent  to  THE  WOMAN'S  MUNICIPAL  LBAQUB, 

ig  East  26th  Street 


Congestion  and  Transportation 

The  League  was  addressed  at  its 
pubhc  meeting,  May  21,  1908,  by  Mr. 
Henry  C.  Wright,  Secretary  of  the 
City  Club,  who  spoke  on  ''Congestion 
and  Transportation''  somewhat  as  fol- 
lows : 

I  do  not  know  in  what  phase  of  the 
Transportation  situation  you  are  par- 
ticularly interested,  but  I  will  give  a 
few  of  the  thoughts,  more  or  less 
gloomy,  which  seem  to  me  especially 
significant  in  connection  with  our  pres- 
ent problem  of  Congestion.  That  the 
conditions  are  bad  we  no  doubt  all 
agree,  but  there  are  wide  differences 
of  opinion  as  to  how  the  problem  can 
be  solved. 

In  relation  to  living  conditions,  the 
Tenement  House  Department  has  al- 
ready accomplished  a  great  deal,  but 
is  improved  housing  a  final  solution? 
Must  we  not  turn  to  transportation 
itself  as  a  solution? 

Let  us  first  examine  somewhat  into 
the  causes  of  congestion. 

In  the  district  below  Fourteenth 
street  in  Manhattan  we  find  the 
largest  office  district  in  the  United 
States,  also  one  of  the  largest  manu- 
facturing districts.  We  are  apt  to 
judge  extensive  manufacturing  by  the 
amount  of  smoke  produced,  but  here 
we  see  no  such  conditions.  Large 
areas  are  occupied  by  workers  in  food 
stuffs,  leather  and  printing.  Of  those 
employed  on  food  stuffs,  approximate- 
ly 90  per  cent,  live  in  Manhattan,  as 
the  long  hours  and  small  pay  make 
living  at  a  distance  from  their  work 
prohibitive.  In  leather,  which  is  a 
nine-hour  trade,  we  find  60  per  cent, 
living  near  their  work.  Printing, 
which  is  a  higher  grade  of  labor,  with 
better  pay  and  shorter  hours,  being  an 
eight-hour  trade,  shows  50  per  cent, 
only  who  do  not  travel  from  a  dis- 
tance. Studied  in  detail,  therefore,  we 
find  that  workers  on  food  stuffs  re- 
ceive lower  wages  than  leather  work- 
ers, leather  workers  than  printers 
and  that  the  lower  the  wages 
and  the  longer  the  hours,  the  more 


people  are  obliged  to  live  within  walk- 
ing distance.  We  shall  never  get  rid 
of  congestion  without  shorter  hours 
and  higher  wages  if  we  expect  to  solve 
the  problem  by  means  of  transporta- 
tion. 

If,  then,  we  decide  that  it  is  best 
to  carry  the  people  out,  where  do  we 
want  them  to  live?  Another  impor- 
tant decision  is  how  we  want  people  to 
live.  Shall  we  consider  apartment 
house  life  an  improvement  on  the 
down  town  tenement?  To  my  mind 
the  effect  upon  those  living  in  apart- 
ments is  worse  than  upon  the  tene- 
ment dweller  in  certain  very  vital  re- 
spects. 

Those  living  in  apartments  do  not 
come  in  contact  with  the  city  govern- 
ment. You  pay  your  rent  and  your 
obligation  to  the  city  government 
ceases.  Your  landlord  t^kes  your 
rent  and  pays  your  taxes.  The  only 
person  who  really  comes  in  contact  or 
correlation  with  the  city  departments 
is  the  person  who  owns  the  house. 
"With  most  apartment  dwellers  it  is 
their  inclination  not  to  become  ac- 
quainted wth  people  about  them.  It 
means  they  have  no  special  interest 
in  the  people  in  that  house  and  hence 
in  people  in  common  around  them  and 
because  of  lack  of  interest  take  on  the 
temper  of  mind  of  a  stranger  in  a 
strange  city,  hence  come  to  feel  no  in- 
terest in  their  city.  We  find,  there- 
fore, a  tendency  to  a  poor  sense  of 
citizenship  which  weakens  the  moral 
fibre,  and  the  moral  fibre  weakness  is 
a  more  virulent  evil  than  physical 
weakness.  Therefore,  if  we  agree 
that  apartment  living  destroys  citizen- 
ship and  we  wish  to  solve  the  trans- 
portation problem,  we  must  decide  how 
we  want  people  to  live.  Suppose  we 
say  in  two-family,  or  single,  detached 
houses  with  green  grass  between.  It 
is  a  matter  of  fact  that,  under  such 
conditions,  people  do  get  acquainted 
and  take  a  community  interest.  If  we 
want  this  feeling  to  develop  and  we 
move  the  people  out,  we  must  provide 
some  means  of  bringing  them  back 
and  forth  to  ther  work.    One  of  our 
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daily  newspapers  made  an  estimate  of 
what  the  Bronx  would  contain  in  1950. 
It  estimated  on  the  basis  of  4,000,000 
people  in  the  Bronx  at  that  time,  one 
in  four  would  need  to  travel  to  work 
in  Manhattan,  hence  the  rapid  transit 
lines  would  be  required  to  carry  1,000,- 
000  a  day,  about  200,000  in  the  two 
rush  hours,  morning  and  evening, 
about  100,000  each  hour,  and  fourteen 
subways  with  the  capacity  of  the  pres- 
ent would  scarcely  be  able  to  transport 
the  crowds.  Hence,  it  will  readily  be 
seen  that  just  as  soon  as  you  get  your 
workers  out,  you  must  keep  them  out. 
If  we  have  them  live  out  there,  and 
cannot  get  them  back  and  forth,  we 
must  take  their  work  out  to  them.  Our 
problem,  therefore,  is,  have  we  the 
power  to  move  out  the  factories,  for  in- 
stance, along  the  New  Haven  road,  the 
water  front  beyond  Brooklyn,  out  into 
New  Jersey.  Pennsylvania,  etc.  ?  Back 
of  these  factory  zones,  so  to  speak, 
and  immediately  adjoining,  could  be 
located  the  residences  of  the  workers 
within  walking  distance.  Such  an  ar- 
rangement might  solve  the  congestion 
problem  by  affording  decent  living 
conditions  for  the  worker  at  com- 
paratively low  rental  and  the  transit 
problem  by  not  having  to  carry  them 
back  and  forth.  So  much  for  the 
theoretical  side.  For  the  practical : 
It  is  hard  to  convince  the  manufactur- 
er that  it  is  to  his  interest  to  move 
out.  He  claims  it  costs  him  more. 
Here,  of  course,  he  must  pay  enor- 
mous rent,  there  the  rent  is  a  baga- 
telle. How  is  it  possible  for  it  to  cost 
more,  even  adding  freight  into  Man- 
hattan, than  to  pay  rent  here?  Not 
only  do  local  transportation  companies 
charge  an  exorbitant  carrying:  rate,  but 
the  whole  tendency  of  trunk  line 
freight  rates  favors  con^^^estion,  and 
by  a  curious  schedule  of  assessment, 
it  is  cheaper  to  land  goods  in  New 
York  City  than  in  places  they  pass 
throuo^h. 

When  you  ride  in  the  subway,  you 
know  how  crowded  the  cars  are ; 
hence,  it  is  almost  unbelievable  that 
the  road  will  not  eventually  pay.  It 


has  not  to  date,  although  its  1907  re- 
port will  no  doubt  show  a  large  in- 
crease over  1906.  No  transit  line, 
however,  is  able  to  pay  its  way  by  rush 
hour  traffic ;  it  is,  therefore  tremen- 
dously to  the  advantage  of  the  pres- 
ent subway  that  it  is  so  advantageous- 
ly placed  for  non-rush  hour  traffic 
(none  could  be  more  so),  taking  in  as 
it  does  the  theatre  and  shopping  dis- 
tricts, the  Grand  Central  station,  etc. 
Just  as  soon  as  you  build  a  new  one, 
it  takes  away  from  this.  It  is  not  cer- 
tain that  it  will  not  pay  to  build  addi- 
tional subways,  but  it  is  so  extremely 
doubtful  that  we  have  no  private  cap- 
ital bidding  on  subways  the  last  few 
years.  If  the  city  should  undertake 
to  build  it,  we  should  have  to  pay  for 
it  out  of  the  taxes.  One  plan  talked 
of  is  that  subways  may  be  built  by 
assessment  on  property,  whose  value 
would  be  enhanced  by  its  construc- 
tion, the  city  to  undertake  its  subse- 
quent operation  as  a  business  man- 
agement. This  is  for  the  present  not 
considered  feasible,  so  we  shall  prob- 
ably have  to  devise  some  other  form 
of  rapid  transit. 

One  pertinent  question  is  that,  as 
this  subway  barely  pays  in  congested 
districts,  how  can  it  possibly  be  made 
to  pay  with  the  population  more 
scattered  in  separate  houses?  It  is 
probable,  however,  that  if  the  city 
could  build  it  by  assessment  and 
had  only  the  operating  expenses  to 
take  care  of,  it  could  be  made  to 
pay.  The  City  Gub  is  at  present  en- 
gaged in  collecting  data  which  may 
aid  in  this  solution.  We  are  trying  to 
find  out  just  how  much  the  value  of 
property  has  increased  in  the  zone  af- 
fected by  the  present  subway.  It 
seems  feasible  to  ask  property  owners 
to  pay  a  certain  percentage  on  the  in- 
crease. The  League  can  help  by  look- 
ing ahead  and  by  requiring  that  the 
city,  in  consideration  of  the  franchise, 
specify  how  you  want  people  to  live 
and  where  you  want  them  to  live.  A 
great  many  more  people  can  be  carried 
with  present  facilities,  nearly  twice  as 
many,  if,  for  instance,  the  double  deck 
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cars  should  be  used,  but  the  surface 
transit  companies  are  not  financially 
able  to  make  the  change  at  present. 
In  reply  to  a  question  from  the  Chair 
as  to  whether  an  effective  campaign 
for  the  relief  of  congestion  is  possible 
to-day  with  present  transit  facilities, 
the  speaker  considered  it  to  be  so,  as 
certain  lines  such  as  the  East  Side 
**L"  roads  can  carry  more  than  they 
do ;  but,  in  making  removals,  we  must 
specify  where  they  should  go,  so  as  to 
use  those  lines.  The  speaker  spoke 
with  approval  of  the  value  of  the  re- 
strictive influence  which  such  a  civic 
organization  as  ours  is  able  to  exert 
and  left  us  with  the  comforting 
thought  that  khe  prospect  is  much 
brighter  than  it  used  to  be,  since  for 
one  thing  bosses  cannot  control  to-day 
as  they  could  ten  years  ago  or  even 
less,  and  that  he  considered  women 
largely  instrumental  in  bringing  about 
the  better  conditions. 


Reports  of  Branches 

GREENWICH. 

1  propose  for  our  initiative  trial  this 
year  to  give  the  medals  for  efficient 
service  in  street  cleaning  in  November 
and  December  (a  six  mouths'  trial), 
together  with  $5  in  money,  to  the 
three  best  men  in  the  district — sweep- 
er, driver  and  foreman. 

Though  our  membership  is  small, 
it  is  an  actually  larger  paid-up  one 
than  we  have  ever  had — 42,  I  think ; 
and  we  have  come  in  closer  touch  with 
more  of  the  city's  departments.  Our 
last  meeting  for  the  season  was  on 
Wednesday,  May  13th,  a  tea,  at  my 
home,  when  Aliss  Kennedy  spoke 
most  interestingly  of  the  splendid  work 
of  the  Research  Department  and  our 
new  police  captain  in  the  district  gave 
us  an  excellent  talk  on  neighborhood 
conditions  and  answered  questions. 
He  was  evidently  pleased  to  be  asked, 
and  impressed  us  most  favorably,  both 
in  his  point  of  view,  and  in  his  in- 
terest to  prevent  a  nuisance  we  had 
complained  of.  The  condition  of  Four- 


teenth Street  is  much  better,  the  fur- 
riers and  the  other  nuisances  of  the 
streets  between  University  Place  and 
Broadway,  and  the  burglar  alarms, 
are  being  restrained.  The  Jefferson 
Market  clock  is  going.  Some  of  the 
trees  in  Washington  Square  are  being 
fed  at  their  roots,  waste  cans  have  been 
put  at  several  places  desired,  the  police 
station  houses  inspected  and  com- 
plaints and  communications  have  been 
also  addressed  to  the  Fifth  Avenue 
Coach  Company  and  the  Metropolitan 
Street  Railroad  Company.  Transit 
cards  sent  to  Riverside,  an  evening 
meeting,  also  an  Italian  settlement 
meeting  held,  and  for  the  summer  we 
have  four  of  the  ice-water  fountains 
of  the  League  in  the  district  to  be 
looked  at  if  possible  and  reported 
upon,  and  some  other  Italian  meetings 
planned,  as  well  as  getting  this  medal 
idea  into  shape.  Next  year  I  should 
like  to  do  some  work  of  betterment 
for  our  tenements,  which  are  -very  bad, 
but  for  which  we  have  not  had  the 
workers  this  year.  I  feel  this  district 
work  is  only  limited  by  the  time  and 
workers  we  can  put  into  it,  and  that 
the  League  as  a  whole  has  an  inspiring 
future. 

Katharine  Day, 

Chairman. 

THE  HEIGHTS  ( BROOKLYN). 

At  the  last  meeting  it  was  reported 
that  much  had  been  done  in  support 
of  the  bill  for  transferring  the  inspec- 
tion of  department  stores  from  the 
Health  Department  to  the  Department 
of  Labor.  This  change  is  advisable, 
because  the  latter  is  equipped  for  the 
work,  while  the  Heahh  Department 
is  not. 

The  Chairman  reported  that  the 
conditions  in  the  Adams  Street  police 
station  were  on  the  whole  fairly  good, 
although  the  overcrowding  still  con- 
tinues. She  made  an  appeal  for 
clothing  to  be  sent  to  the  police 
matrons  for  the  use  of  women  prison- 
ers. Also  the  Chairman  advocated  that 
The  Woman's  Municipal  Leaeue  as  a 
whole  should  work  for  the  bill  to  pro- 
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vide  a  state  farm  where  women 
prisoners  might  be  sent,  the  Secretary 
to  write  a  letter  expressing  the  views 
of  the  League. 

Inspection  of  the  McLaughlin  Park 
revealed  the  great  need  of  more  Vis^ht, 
as  the  moral  conditions  were  com- 
plained of.  There  is  in  the  park  a 
gymnasium  apparatus  and  a  running 
track,  but  no  proper  supervision  of 
those  who  make  use  of  them.  One 
boy  was  said  to  have  run  eighty  times 
around  the  track  and  was  injured 
seriously,  possibly  fatally. 

The  Department  of  Gas,  Electricity 
and  Water  Power  will  be  called  upon 
for  the  proper  lighting. 

This  Branch  assisted  financially  in 
the  congestion  exhibit  lately  held  in 
the  art  rooms.  The  Chairman  on 
Libraries  gave  a  most  interesting  re- 
port of  her  visit  to  the  libraries,  and 
especially  the  department  devoted  to 
the  children  and  of  the  blind.  The 
monthly  report  from  the  Probation 
Officer  is  always  most  interesting^:,  and 
as  this  Branch  assists  in  pavin^r  her 
salary  it  is  anxious  to  hear  of  the  prog- 
ress of  the  work.  This  Branch  hopes 
to  have  a  new  recreation  pier  and 
playground  at  the  foot  of  State  Street, 
where  there  is  congestion  of  popula- 
tion, and  they  are  much  needed. 

J.  S.  Dike, 

May,  1908.  President. 

PROSPECT  HEIGHTS  (bROOKLYN). 

At  the  April  meeting  of  this 
Branch  the  Treasurer  reported  $111.39 
in  the  treasury,  after  our  last  pay- 
ment of  the  year  had  been  made  to 
the  Research  Department  toward  the 
salary  of  the  investigation  of  women 
immiirrants  coming  to  Brooklyn. 

Full  reports  by  Tenement  and  Leg- 
islative committees  were  given. 

The  Committee  on  Streets  reported 
that  due  to  our  efforts  legible  signs 
had  been  placed  at  the  Brooklyn  end 
of  the  Williamsburg  Bridge  with  di- 
rections to  Bedford  Avenue,  which  is 
the  most  direct  route  to  the  Hill — St. 
Mark's  and  Park  Slope  regions — and 
to  the  Island  boulevards  and  roads. 


The  committee  also  reported  further 
failure  in  regard  to  the  cleaning:  of  the 
city  blocks  in  the  Wallabout  district 
near  the  Navy  Yard,  and  after  receiv- 
ing replies  to  her  letter  to  the  Police 
and  Street  Cleaning  Departments,  the 
Chairman  is  now  referred  (by  the 
Bureau  of  Public  Building,  which  has 
charge  of  these  lots)  to  the  Comptrol- 
ler, and  an  interview  with  him  has 
been  requested  at  his  convenience. 

The  Committee  on  the  Jail  in  our 
district  reported  the  bill  for  an  extra 
van  in  which  women  prisoners  can 
ride  en  route  to  the  city  courts  and 
jails,  instead  of  riding  with  the  men 
prisoners  and  for  which  our  committee 
had  been  working,  had  passed  the 
House,  but  the  Legislature  adjourned 
before  the  bill  was  taken  up  by  the 
Senate.  Consequently  the  same  effort 
for  the  bill  must  be  made  next  year. 

Committee  on  Parks  reported  an- 
noyances to  the  hospital  adjacent  were 
committed  by  habitues  of  Fort  Greene 
Park.  These  complaints  were  report- 
ed to  our  interested  precinct  police 
captain,  who  took  such  good  care  of 
this  park  last  summer.  He,  alas,  has 
been  transferred,  but  in  his  reply  to 
our  letter  he  states  that  he  feels  sat- 
isfied that  his  successor  will  give  the 
park  his  particular  attention. 

Xo  report  from  our  Immigrant  In- 
vestigator was  handed  in  this  month 
as  she  is  giving  her  time  to  a  sum- 
mary of  the  work  already  done. 

After  the  regular  business  of  the 
meeting,  ]\Iiss  Adams,  our  investi- 
o-ator.  spoke  to  us  of  the  aims,  ambi- 
tions, peculiarities  and  works  of  life 
of  the  Italian  immigrants  she  has 
assisted. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Caroline  A.  L.  Pratt, 

Chairman. 

kip's  bay 

at  its  regular  meeting  carefully  con- 
sidered the  present  status  of  the 
League  as  a  whole.  The  Branch  be- 
lieves that  a  largely  increased  mem- 
bership is  the  ereat  need.  Thev  re- 
spectfully ask  that  the  Central  Com- 
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mi'tfee  prepare  a  letter  to  be  sent  out 
generally  throughout  the  city  asking 
for  members.  This  letter  to  be  so 
written  that  each  Branch  may  add  a 
paragraph  appropriate  to  its  own  con- 
dition. The  Kip's  Bay  Branch  has 
also  voted  $5  toward  the  medal  pro- 
posed by  Greenwich  for  street  clean- 
ers who  render  efficient  service. 

RIVERSIDE, 

Our  May  meeting  being  the  annual 
one  of  this  Branch,  very  full  reports 
were  presented  by  the  secretary, 
treasurer,  and  chairmen  of  standing 
committees.  The  election  of  officers 
for  the  ensuing  year,  which  also  took 
place,  resulted  in  the  election  of  Mrs. 
Julius  Henry  Cohen,  chairman;  Mrs. 
J.  R.  J.  Mount,  treasurer;  Miss 
Vivia  Munroe,  corresponding  secre- 
tary. No  recording  secretary  was 
elected. 

During  the  past  month  the  Com- 
mittee on  Parks  of  the  Riverside 
Branch  has  been  very  active.  It  re- 
ports that  there  are  at  least  twenty- 
five  refuse  cans  placed  in  Central 
Park.  The  Park  Commissioner  has 
complied  with  the  request,  that  in 
issuing  permits  to  May-parties  a 
statement  shall  be  made,  that  such 
permits  will  be  withheld  next  year 
unless  said  parties  conform  strictly  to 
regulations,  one  of  which  is  that  all 
refuse  shall  be  placed  in  the  cans  in- 
stead of  being  scattered  over  the 
grass  and  walks,  as  has  been  the  cus- 
tom heretofore.  The  Park  Committee 
has  been  devoting  a  very  good  part 
of  its  time  to  securing  a  playground, 
the  details  of  which  have  already  been 
reported.  Property  owners  in  the 
vicinity  have  been  interviewed,  with 
the  purpose  of  obtaining  the  land 
necessary.  Money  backing  has  been 
promised,  and  the  Committee  has  re- 
ceived the  cordial  co-operation  of  Mr. 
Bradstreet  of  Metropolitan  Parks  As- 
sociation, and  of  Mr.  Charles  B. 
Stover,  who  has  done  so  much  for  the 
playground  movement  in  New  York 
City.  The  land  has  not  yet  been  se- 
cured, but  the  Committee  is  still  con- 


tinuing its  efforts.  Meanwhile  the 
petition  to  the  city  authorities  to  ac- 
quire a  permanent  site  is  being  circu- 
lated and  signed. 

The  Branch  regrets  exceedingly  the 
resignation  of  Mrs.  Percival  Knauth 
as  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Streets.  Mrs.  A.  E.  Rose,  who  has 
done  efficient  work  as  recording  sec- 
retary of  Riverside,  has  accepted  the 
office. 

The  Transit  Committee  reports  that 
it  received  thirty-five  additional  card 
complaints  of  unclean  cars. 

The  Waring  Juvenile  League  has 
had  a  most  active  month.  The  boys  of 
the  Lincoln  Post  gave  an  entertain- 
ment on  Tuesday  evenino^,  May  12th, 
which  was  a  great  success.  The  boys 
showed  great  interest  and  remarkable 
skill.  The  members  of  the  Committee 
must  have  spent  much  time  and  effort 
in  preparing  the  boys,  and  they  de- 
serve great  credit  for  the  successful 
entertainment.  It  afforded  an  excel- 
lent opportunity  for  observing  the 
boys'  complete  esprit  de  carps. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Ida  S.  Cohen, 

Chairman. 


Reports  of  Committees 

ICE-WATER  FOUNTAIN. 

This  group  met  once  or  twice  every 
month  during  the  winter,  giving  its 
time  to  planning  ways  and  means  for 
carrying  on  its  summer  work  with 
greater  benefit  than  ever  to  the  people 
of  the  neighborhoods  in  which  the  dif- 
ferent fountains  are  placed.  The 
members  of  the  committee  decided  that 
it  would  be  unwise  to  attempt  any  en- 
tertainment as  a  means  of  raising 
money  this  year  when  so  many  **bene- 
fits"  of  all  kinds  were  being  given.  So 
"Special  Appeals,"  attractively  print- 
ed, were  sent  out  to  about  two  thou- 
sand people,  and  as  a  result  the  Treas- 
urer reports  $420.50  added  to  our 
treasury. 

The  fountains  were  all  inspected 
after  the  winter  in  order  that  neces- 
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sary  repairs  might  be  made  and  the 
water  turned  on  as  soon  as  advisable. 
The  ice,  of  course,  not  being  used  un- 
til hot  weather. 

Wherever  the  fountains  are  placed 
the  people  in  charge  almost  invariably 
leport  that  the  fountain  is  a  source  of 
some  care  and  annoyance  (on  account 
of  unruly  neighborhood  children),  but 
that  the  benefit  and  help  to  the  people 
which  an  ice-water  fountain  brings  far 
outweighs  any  trifling  annoyance  to 
those  who  have  it  in  charge. 

Mary  L.  Holmes, 

Secretary. 

HOUSE, 

The  last  meeting  of  the  season  of 
the  House  Committee  was  held  on 
May  1st.  Miss  Budd,  who  has  ac- 
cepted the  chairmanship,  presided, 
and  she  also  consented  to  take  charge 
of  the  treasury  in  the  Treasurer's  ab- 
sence diiring  the  summer  months. 

The  Monday  teas  were  reported  on. 
The  recent  speakers  have  been  Super- 
intendent Freel  of  the  American  So- 
ciety for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to 
Animals;  the  chairman  of  the  Ice 
Water  Fountains  Committee  and  a 
representative  from  the  Centadrink 
Company;  and  Dr.  Elmer  Lee  on 
anti-milk  drinking.  It  was  decided  to 
discontinue  the  Monday  teas  until  the 
second  Monday  in  October.  It  was 
moved  to  ask  each  Branch  of  the 
League  to  take  charge  of  one  tea  next 
season. 

Plans  were  read  to  procure  more 
frequent  renting  of  the  first  floor  for 
entertainments,  lectures,  etc.  An 
unanimous  vote  of  thanks  was  given 
to  Mrs.  Lawton  for  her  generous  gift 
of  handsomely  engraved  cards  of  in- 
vitation which  she  presented  to  the 
Entertainment  Committee. 

Helen  Sahler, 

Secretary. 

STREETS. 

The  request  sent  to  the  Traction 
Company  and  Health  Commissioner 
in  regard  to  the  Traction  Company's 
building  at  Sixth  Avenue,  50th  to  51st 
streets,  elicited  civil  replies,  and  an 


improvement  as  regards  sidewalk  ex- 
pectoration by  the  railway  employees, 
who  make  this  locality  a  lounging- 
place.  Inspection  of  the  place  will  be 
continued. 

Deputy  Commissioner  Edwards  met 
the  Committee  and  some  invited 
guests — Mrs.  Warner.  Dr.  Ross  Mc- 
Pherson  and  Mrs.  McPherson — on 
April  29.  It  developed  in  the  confer- 
ence that  trotting  the  department 
horses  is  forbidden  and  any  driver 
who  is  guilty  of  this  offense  should 
be  reported  to  Deputy  Edwards.  Re- 
port the  section  letter  as  well  as  the 
number  of  the  wagon.  This  order  is 
based  on  both  humane  and  economic 
reasons.  It  is  cruel  to  the  horses  of 
the  department,  which  work  long 
hours,  to  go  at  a  trotting  pace,  and  it 
helps  break  them  down,  which  is  a 
serious  consideration  as  they  cost  $300 
each  and  the  department  never  has  a 
sufficient  supply.  It  was  suggested 
to  the  Deputy  that  possibly  League 
members  could  secure  better  street 
cleaning  results  if  they  were  to  deal 
with  the  local  foremen  instead  of 
burdening  the  Commission  and  his 
Deputies  with  all  complaints.  Deputy 
Edwards  considered  this  a  good  sug- 
gestion and  offered  to  supply  the 
names  by  districts  of  the  107  fore- 
men, and  this  he  has  done.  Any  in- 
formation as  to  these  foremen  will  be 
very  gladly  furnished  by  the  office. 

Again  was  the  undesirableness  of 
the  private  garbage  and  ash  collection 
insisted  upon,  but  both  the  Street  De- 
partment and  the  League  are  power- 
less to  abolish  this  nuisance.  What 
can  be  done  is  to  report  to  the  Com- 
missioner all  violations  of  the  rules, 
such  as  uncovered  carts  full  of  refuse 
and  ashes,  and  any  litter  left  on  the 
street  as  the  result  of  careless  han- 
dling. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Mrs.  Warner 
it  was  decided  to  advocate  the  rescind- 
ing of  the  private  watering  cart  con- 
cession as  a  traffic  delay  proposition, 
and  the  Committee  is  co-operating 
with  the  American  Society  for  the 
Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Animals. 


7 


Dr.  Ross  Mcpherson's  testimony  as 
to  the  dissoluteness  of  the  women  who 
frequent  Madison  Square  Park,  made 
the  Committee  more  determined  to 
continue  a  persistent  policy  of  reform- 
ing. An  effort  is  to  be  made  to  get 
a  committee  from  Parkhurst's  Church 
to  co-operate. 

Miss  Day,  Chairman  of  the  Green- 
wich Branch,  having  suggested  to  the 
Committee  and  Commissioner  Crom- 
well the  giving  of  medals  to  efficient 
and  conscientious  workers  in  the  de- 
partment, the  idea  was  taken  up  with 
enthusiasm  and  this  interesting  matter 


is  to  be  made  the  subject  of  a  con- 
ference between  the  Commissioner 
and  the  Committee  at  a  Conference, 
the  results  of  which  will  t^e  reported 
to  the  District  Chairmen. 

It  has  been  suggested  to  the  Com- 
mittee that  it  take  over  all  street  mat- 
ters, such  as  proper  signs,  billboard 
posters,  and  the  streets'  ornamental 
aspects,  trees,  window  boxes,  etc.  If 
it  does  it  will  ask  the  co-operation  of 
such  bodies  as  may  have  already  taken 
up  any  of  these  matters. 

J.  Redding, 

Chairman. 


Scandalous  Conduct  of  a  Police  Magistrate— 
The  Prime  Cause  of  Police  Demoralization 


In  our  work  with  the  streets  and 
the  problems  of  violations  of  the  city 
ordinances  relative  to  the  cleanli- 
ness of  the  streets,  we  have  been  led 
directly  to  the  Magistrate's  bench  as 
the  source  whence  cure  can  eventually 
come,  but,  as  also  unfortunately  at  the 
present  moment,  the  cause  of  a  great 
deal  of  the  laxness  in  enforcing  these 
ordinances.  The  police  arrest,  the 
ma9:istrates  discharge,  and,  as  we  can 
testify  from  one  day's  experience  in 
court,  sometimes  even  insult  and  ridi- 
cule the  officers  making  the  arrest. 

Knowing  from  newspaper  report 
and  current  talk  that  Judge  Finn 
(Battery Dan, as  he  is  popularly  called) 
was  one  of  the  worst  offenders  in 
neglecting  to  uphold  the  law,  we  two 
ladies  decided  on  an  experimental  visit 
to  Jefferson  Market  Court  while  he 
was  sitting  there — we  were  very  po- 
litelv  treated  by  the  court  officers  and 
eiven  a  seat  by  the  judge,  and  sat 
there  from  10.30  A.  M.  to  12  M.,  and 
again  from  2.30  P.  M.  to  5.30  P.  M., 
when  we  came  away  amazed  and  al- 
most incredulous  in  resfard  to  what  we 
had  seen  and  heard  with  our  own  eyes 
and  ears.  It  was  a  travesty  of  justice 
and  law  and  manners,  and  the  judge 


expectorated  on  the  floor — fortunately 
on  the  other  side  from  where  we  sat — 
drinking  water  and  throwing  it  out 
also,  so  that  when  we  left  there  was 
a  large  area  of  moisture  about  him. 
It  is  easy  to  imagine  how  he  disposes 
of  expectoration  cases  if  any  police- 
man is  witless  enough  to  bring  them 
before  him.  After  watching  the  course 
of  events,  one  can  understand  also  how 
much  more  inclined  an  officer  would 
be  to  look  the  other  way  than  to  make 
an  arrest  which  necessitates  standing 
a  volley  of  invective  and  ridicule  from 
the  judge,  only  in  the  end  to  have  the 
prisoner  discharged. 

The  motley  crowd  which  passes  be- 
fore these  magistrates  require  in  the 
judge  patience,  tact,  kindness,  strict 
desire  for  justice  and  enforcement  of 
law,  for  the  sake  of  others,  and  give 
to  a  man  possessing  these  qualities 
the  opportunity  of  benefiting  his  city 
and  being  offered,  through  righteous 
handling  of  these  cases,  a  chance  that 
could  be  envied  by  the  most  philan- 
thropic worker  of  New  York.  The 
police  court  judge  is  the  basis  of  our 
entire  system  of  justice  and  controls 
the  operation  of  law  and  order,  while 
the  police  are  the  officials  charged 
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with  securing  them  to  the  ordinary 
citizen.  Yet  this  city  officer  sat  there, 
flouting  their  efforts,  ridiculing,  and 
insulting  them  personally,  and  dis- 
charging everyone  possible,  whether 
against  well-established  evidence  or 
not. 

While  we  were  there  one  excise  case 
came  up,  and  was  so  flagrantly  mis- 
handled by  the  justice  that  it  is  to  be 
carried  to  the  District  Attorney.  The 
case  was  of  an  Italian  restaurant- 
keeper  charged  with  selling  liquors 
without  a  license — unimportant  to 
himself,  but  most  important  as  a 
precedent,  as  there  are  hundreds  like 
him  disobeying  the  law  which  the  po- 
lice are  bound  to  enforce.  He  was 
discharged,  although  the  fact  was  es- 
tablished and  admitted,  that  one 
officer,  supported  by  the  evidence 
of  another,  who  sat  at  a  nearby 
table,  had  ordered  and  paid  for  a 
beefsteak  and  bottle  of  beer  (the 
bottle,  one-half  full,  was  in  court). 
The  defence  was  that  the  young  girl 
waiting  on  him  had  thought  he  was 
a  boarder  and  that  it  belonged  to  him, 
although  she  had  in  an  affidavit  (not 
admitted  as  evidence  by  the  judge) 
said  she  knew  she  was  selling  it,  and 
had  urged  the  proprietor  to  get  a 
license.  She  was  the  witness  against 
the  proprietor  and  had  also  been 
previously  discharged,  but  when  the 
judge  saw  that  the  police  were  deter- 
mined to  press  the  case,  he  grew  angry 
and  ordered  the  captain  of  the  pre- 
cinct to  rearrest  the  girl.  This  he  had 
no  right  to  do,  and  when  the  captain 
asked  for  instructions.  Battery  Dan 
bellowed  out,  pounding  as  loudly  with 
his  gavel  as  he  could,  "Get  out  of 
here.  Remove  this  man.  Go  to  the 
Bastille.  I  don't  want  any  police  cap- 
tain coming  here ;  they  are  no  more 
to  me  than  a  scrap  of  paper !"  The 
net  result  of  the  case  was  that  the 
captain,  who  has  an  important  pre- 
cinct to  look  after,  and  whose  time, 
monetarily,  is  of  value  of  the  citizens 


and  taxpayers,  was  kept  in  court  to 
supervise  and  push  this  one  case, 
which  should  have  taken  twenty 
minutes,  nearly  the  whole  day,  and 
then  could  not  secure  conviction  in 
a  case  which,  because  of  the  prin- 
ciples involved  in  it,  was  important. 
To  accomplish  desired  results,  he  now 
has  to  go  to  the  District  Attorney,  to 
wait  the  law's  slow  course,  besides 
standing  the  personal  insults. 

We  were  impressed  throughout  by 
the  self-restraint  of  the  police  officers 
in  presenting  their  cases  under  the 
judge's  fire  and  thought  them  deserv- 
ing of  the  greatest  credit.  Of  all  the 
thirty-two  officers  who  appeared  ( of 
whose  cases  I  kept  a  record),  there 
were  only  two  who  seemed  to  us  not 
to  have  made  out  their  cases,  and  to 
have  only  made  the  arrests  for  ap- 
pearance's sake.  The  others  were 
very  clear  and  businesslike. 

To  show  the  variety  of  the  work 
the  police  magistrate  is  compelled  to 
consider,  let  me  specify  the  kind  of 
cases  which  came  up:  i  tenement 
house  department  case,  i  S.  P.  C.  A., 
4  excise,  3  stealing,  2  stabbins:,  i  Sub- 
way assault,  3  women  soliciting,  i  ex- 
tradition. 3  peddling  without  license, 
I  push-cart.  2  confidence  games,  i 
br.nk  notes'  forgery,  i  lodger's  ef- 
fects seized,  i  gambling,  i  motor 
speeding  (both  important  as  examples 
and  mishandled  by  judge),  i  employ- 
ment case,  I  wife  asking  support  from 
husband — human  nature  of  all  kinds 
to  be  seen  and  helped  or  judged. 

We  left  the  court  fairly  sick  at 
heart  over  the  spectacle  we  had  wit- 
nessed of  such  a  man  sitting  as  the 
representative  of  justice  and  orderli- 
ness, and  hope  that  this  state  of  things 
will  not  be  tolerated  much  longer  by 
the  citizens  and  taxpayers. 
(Signed) 
Two  Members  of  the  Street 
Committee  of  The  Woman^s 
Municipal  League. 
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July- August,  1908. 


E  call  the  attention  of  the  members  to 


V  »  our  needs,  knowing  that  many  people 
are  interested  in  details.  No  member  could 
find  any  of  these  extravagant.  Donations  re- 
ceived this  month  will  be  acknowledged  in 
our  next  issue. 


I.    For  summer  expenses,  still  required, 


2.  Clock. 

3.  Additional  filing  case,  $25. 

There  is  much  material  on  hand,  in  an  un- 
classified state,  and  summer  is  the  best  time 
to  care  for  it. 

4.  Funds  to  reprint  the  history  of  the 
League,  which  is  frequently  asked  for  and 
could  easily  be  brought  up  to  date. 


NEEDS: 


$119. 


•  •  •     1 1  El  •  •  • 


WOMAN'S  MUNICIPAL  LEAGUE 

BULLETIN 
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The  next  regular  Public  Monthly  Meeting  of  The  Woman's  Municipal 
League  will  take  place  at  the  Headquarters^  19  East  26th  St,,  on  Thursday, 
Oct.  15, 1908,  at  II  a.m.    The  speaker  and  his  subject  will  be  announced  later. 


Secretary's  Report. 

There  appears  to  be  a  possibility 
of  the  Central  office  developing  what 
might  be  called  a  Betterment  Bureau, 
as  without  solicitation  persons  from 
time  to  time  ask  the  League  to 
remedy  various  matters.  Conceiv- 
ing it  to  be  a  very  good  way  to 
advertise  the  efficiency  of  our  organi- 
zation I  have  undertaken  to  correct 
such  abuses  as  have  been  complained 
of,  even  when  those  sending  them 
have  not  been  members  of  the 
League.  Very  recent  complaints 
have  been  of  the  women's  toilet 
under  the  Brooklyn  Bridge  and  the 
fire  hazard  of  the  large  quantities  of 
waste  paper  lying  under  parts  of 
the  elevated  road  at  1 55th  street. 
There  are  a  large  number  of  abuses 
in  various  parts  of  the  city  which  it 
appears  to  be  no  one's  business  to 
look  after,  and  many  of  these  are  in 
localities  not  covered  by  districts. 

The  case  of  an  abused  child  has 
also  been  submitted  to  the  League 
through  its  Secretary,  but  as  we 
have  no  facilities  for  investigating 
and  disposing  of  such  a  case  I  turned 
the  data  over  to  the  S.  P.  C.  C.  If 
this  society  does  not  render  a  satis- 
factory statement  I  shall  submit  the 
matter  elsewhere. 

As  the  League  has  been  repre- 
sented on  the  Anti-Race  Track  Gam- 
bling Committee,  when  I  learned 
privately,  before  the  newspapers 
published  the  news,  that  the  Agnew- 


Harte  bills  had  passed,  I  made  up  my 
mind  that  our  League  should  be 
among  the  first,  if  not  the  first,  of  the 
civic  organizations  to  congratulate 
the  Governor.  I  promptly  wired  Gov- 
ernor Hughes  in  the  name  of  Wo- 
man's Municipal  League.  Instead 
of  following  the  usual  custom,  and 
directing  his  secretary  to  acknowl- 
edge the  telegram  Governor  Hughes 
paid  us  the  compliment  of  this  ac- 
knowledgement: 

Albany,  N.  Y. 
I  warmly  appreciate  your  telegram  in 
behalf  of  the  Woman's  Municipal  League. 
(Signed)  Charles  E.  Hughes. 

which  Mrs.  Butterworth  very  kindly 
framed. 

The  Central  office  wishes  to  ex- 
press its  very  warm  thanks  to  Mur- 
ray Hill  for  its  gift  of  an  efficient 
typewriter.  Beside  the  operator 
only  those  who  have  witnessed  the 
contrary  behavior  of  the  old  instru- 
ment realize  how  great  a  benefit  was 
bestowed  by  the  gift  of  the  new 
machine  which  doubles  the  working 
capacity  of  the  office. 

Josephine  Redding, 

Secretary. 

Complaints  in  regard  to  copies  of 
The  Bulletin  not  being  received 
are  often  found  to  be  due  to  the  fact 
that  a  change  of  address  has  not  been 
reported  to  this  office.  Members  are 
requested  to  surely  send  in  their 
changes,  otherwise  this  office  ap- 
pears at  fault  when  it  is  not. 


All  Commumcations  should  be  sent      THE  WOMAN'S  MUNICIPAL  LEAGUE, 

19  East  26th  Street. 


The  reception  given  by  Mrs. 
Richard  Aldrich,  president,  on  the 
afternoon  of  June  20th,  at  the  head- 
quarters of  the  League,  was  very- 
well  attended  by  members  and  their 
friends,  and  proved  an  enjoyable 
occasion.  The  guests  came  from 
Riverdale,  the  Bronx  and  Long 
Island;  nearly  every  Branch. 


REPORTS  OF  BRANCHES. 


GREENWICH. 

Although  our  last  meeting  of  the 
season  was  on  May  25th,  there  has 
continued  a  certain  amount  of  District 
inspection  work  which  could,  of 
course,  be  continued  all  Summer  if 
there  w^ere  members  here  to  under- 
take it.  As  for  example,  the  fountain 
on  the  Tenth  Street  corner  of  the 
Jefferson  Market  Court  did  not  run 
until  a  letter  from  the  District  Chair- 
man to  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  brought  a  quick  response, 
stating  that  the  matter  had  been  in- 
investigated  and  it  had  been  discov- 
ered that  the  drain  pipes  required 
repair.  Prompt  attention  to  this 
was  promised.  A  few  days  ago  as  I 
was  passing  the  fountain  I  was  glad 
to  see  three  or  four  persons  w^aiting 
to  drink  from  it.  Our  own  ice  water 
fountains  also  have  required  some 
correspondence  and  visiting. 

The  important  summer  work  for 
Greenwich,  with  the  generous  co-op- 
eration of  Murray  Hill,  takes  in  the 
regular  inspection  and  report  on  the 
work  of  the  Street  Cleaning  Depart- 
ment, conducted  under  the  auspices 
of  the  Committee  of  Streets  of  the 
League.  The  plan  is  to  award 
bronze  medals  and  a  sum  of  money, 
in  each  November,  to  the  foreman 
showing  the  best  kept  section;  the 
most  efficient  driver,  and  the  most 
capable  and  diligent  street-sweeper 
in  the  District.  The  medal  is  to  be 
called  the  "  Waring  Medal,"  and  the 
purpose  of  its  award  is  to  stimulate 
the  interest  of  the  men  in  this  work 
and  to  create  a  standard  for  them. 


The  name  was  selected  with  the  idea 
of  keeping  the  honored  name  of 
Colonel  Waring  in  present  touch 
with  the  working  force  of  the  De- 
partment, which  through  his  efforts 
and  untiring  energy  was  first  placed 
in  the  important  position  it  now 
occupies  in  municipal  life  in  New 
York  and  in  the  estimation  of  the 
public.  If  this  experiment,  with 
Greenwich  as  a  Demonstration  Cen- 
ter, is  successful  we  hope  to  see  the 
system  of  rewards  extend  over  the 
entire  city.  Naturally  we  are  anxious 
that  the  basis  of  the  report  on  which 
the  awards  wnll  be  made  shall  be 
so  entirely  trustworthy  as  to  inspire 
respect  in  the  Departmental  force, 
and  to  this  end  we  secured  the 
services  of  an  exceedingly  well 
recommended  investigator,  (who 
began  her  research  work  on  June 
22nd)  for,  on  mature  considera- 
tion, although  most  anxious  to 
make  as  much  use  as  possible  of  our 
own  members,  it  was  realized  that 
each  member  would  inevitably  have 
a  different  standard,  and  that  we 
needed  some  one  especially  qualified 
person  who  could  make  a  specialty 
of  the  subject.  We  hope,  however, 
that  during  the  months  of  October 
and  November  our  members  will 
take  a  hand  in  the  work  themselves. 
The  Streets  Committee  has  had 
several  conferences  with  the  Street 
Cleaning  Commissioner,  Mr.  Foster 
Crowell,  who  strongly  approves  of 
the  plan,  believing  that  it  will  be 
very  useful;  to  him  should  be  given 
the  credit  of  calling  the  prizes  "War- 
ing Medals."  Our  estimated  ex- 
penses are  for  the  die,  medals  and 
prize  money  about  $130.  Salary 
of  our  inspector,  I  might  almost  say 
— friendly  visitor — and  incidentals 
about  $250-$275.  A  total  of  about 
$400,  toward  which  we  have  $100, 
leaving  to  be  raised  $300. 

As  many  persons  are  interested  in 
the  Streets,  who  would  not  give  to 
the  League  for  general  expenses, 
and  as  we  have  as  yet  made  no 
outside  appeal  I  hope  we  can  raise 


4 


this  balance  among  members  and 
friends  of  the  League,  Since  it 
would  not  be  fair  to  our  Investigator 
to  leave  her  without  guarantee  I 
have  made  myself  responsible  to 
her,  however.  Meanwhile,  Mr. 
Charles  Lamb  has  generously  given 
us,  as  his  contribution,  the  design 
and  drawing  of  the  medal.  This  is 
to  show  the  head  of  Colonel  Waring 
on  the  obverse,  with  the  words 
"  Waring  Medal  "  below,  and  around 
the  rim  the  words  will  be:  "Street 
Cleaning  Department,  New  York 
City. "  On  the  back  of  the  Medal  the 
inscription  will  be:  "Given  by  the 
Woman's  Municipal  League  in  recog- 
nition of  excellence  of  work  and 
record." 

Greenwich  is  a  particularly  good 
"  Demonstration  Center,"  as  within 
its  boundaries  are  a  residential  dis- 
trict, tenement,  business,  warehouse 
sections,  squares  and  river  front. 

I  do  not  report  on  the  Magistrate's 
character  as  that  comes  under  the 
Streets  Committee,  but  wish  to 
acknowledge  the  courtesy  and  valu- 
able assistance  in  time  and  investi- 
gation given  by  the  Research  De- 
partment, in  following  up  a  case 
developed  from  the  attendance  of 
Mrs.  Butter  worth  and  myself  at 
Judge  Finn's  Court. 

Katharine  Day, 

Chairman. 

morrisania. 
In  the  month  of  May  the  Mor- 
risania Branch  of  the  Woman's 
Municipal  League  was  very  active 
in  several  ways,  but  more  especially 
in  the  erection  of  a  new  fountain  and 
in  the  repairing  of  the  few  existing 
fountains  in  the  Bronx.  The  League 
fountain  at  Webster  and  Tremont 
Avenues  was,  at  our  request,  painted 
and  put  in  proper  working  condition 
by  Park  Commissioner  Berry,  as  well 
as  was  a  smaller  fountain  at  the 
entrance  to  the  Bronx  Municipal 
Building;  and  the  Commissioner  was 
asked  to  give  favorable  consideration 
to  the  Cent-a-Drink  fountains  which 


are  being  placed  by  a  private  con- 
cern in  various  sections  of  the  city. 

Our  new  fountain,  which  is  now 
in  commission,  situated  in  a  crowded 
section  of  the  city,  at  the  intersection 
of  Third  Avenue,  Lincoln  Avenue 
and  i;39th  Street,  is  a  beautiful 
bronze  one  containing  four  bubbling 
cups  and  is  designed  for  human  use 
only.  It  is  built  on  a  granite  base 
and  will  be  surrounded  by  an  isle  of 
safety,  which  will  protect  it  not  only 
from  passing  traffic,  but  will  guard 
its  patrons  as  well.  Its  erection  has 
been  hailed  with  delight  by  the  pub- 
lic, and  at  the  crowded  hours  when 
transfers  from  one  line  of  cars  to 
another  are  being  made,  it  is  very 
thoroughly  appreciated  and  patron- 
ized. Especial  thanks  are  due 
Highway  Commissioner  Murray  and 
Deputy  Water  Commisioner  Hecht 
for  their  cordial  and  effective  co-op- 
eration in  the  placing  of  the  foun- 
tains. The  first-named  official  took 
a  very  active  interest  in  making  the 
erection  of  the  fountain  at  this  time 
possible. 

Park  Commissioner  Berry  was  also 
requested  to  use  his  influence  to 
prevent  May  parties  from  littering 
the  parks  and  parkways  with  papers, 
etc.,  and  it  was  suggested  to  him 
that  permits  for  these  parties  be 
issued  only  upon  the  condition  that 
all  refuse  should  be  cleared  up  by 
the  part}'  obtaining  said  permit. 
This  suggestion  was  immediately 
adopted  by  the  Park  Commissioner 
with  beneficial  results. 

Pipes  which  have  been  h'ing  on 
Prospect  Avenue  for  months  past 
were  removed  at  our  request  by 
Highway  Commissioner  Murray  and 
the  street  left  unencumbered  for 
traffic. 

An  amusement  resort  which  is 
under  construction,  immediately  op- 
posite Van  Cortlandt  Park  entrance, 
has  aroused  a  storm  of  opposition. 
Believing  that  this  resort  would 
exert  a  pernicious  influence  on  the 
young  people  who  come  to  Van 
Cortlandt  Park,   as  similar  resorts 
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have  done  at  Fort  George,  this 
Branch  is  co-operating  in  the  efforts 
that  are  being  made  to  prevent  the 
licensing  of  the  place,  and  letters 
have  been  directed  to  many  of  the 
prominent  residents  of  this  section 
setting  forth  the  evils  which  will 
result  from  its  operation  and  urging 
them  to  appear  at  the  public  hearing 
on  the  application  for  the  necessary 
license,  which  we  confidently  expect 
will  not  be  granted. 

[Three  hearings  in  regard  to  the 
granting  of  this  license  were  heard 
before  the  Mayor's  Marshal,  and  the 
matter  was  finally  adjourned  until 
vSeptember  9. — Ed.] 


Lo!  The  Poor  Taxpayer. 

At  last  some  taxpayers  are  aroused 
to  the  necessity  of  taking  a  keen 
interest  in  the  doings  of  the  Board 
of  Estimate  and  Apportionment. 
About  forty  organizations  of  tax- 
payers and  property  owners,  through 
representatives,  recently  met  and 
formed  a  temporary  organization 
and  appointed  a  committee  to  pre- 
pare a  plan  for  a  permanent  organi- 
zation. One  of  the  first  efforts  of 
the  united  organizations  will  be  to 
make  a  detailed  examination  of  the 
city  budget  for  1909,  the  hearings 
heretofore  afforded  property  owners 
being  declared  inadequate.  The 
following  resolutions  were  adopted 
by  this  first  taxpayers'  meeting: 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of 
Estimate  and  Apportionment  be  re- 
quested to  fix  a  day  in  the  month  of 
October,  1908,  for  a  hearing  on  the 
tentative  budget  of  the  City  of  New 
York  for  the  year  1909,  adopted  by 
such  Board,  and  prior  to  the  submis- 
sion thereof  to  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men ;  and  that  it  be  further  requested 
that  the  said  day  be  at  a  date  suffi- 
ciently after  the  adoption  of  said 
tentative  budget  to  permit  the  print- 
ing thereof  and  its  examination  by 
taxpayers  and  citizens.  And  be  it 
further 


Resolved,  That  at  such  hearing 
sufficient  time  be  allowed  to  tax- 
payers and  citizens  appearing  before 
the  said  Board  for  full  presentation 
of  facts  and  arguments  relating  to 
the  budget. 

The  City's  Debt. 

The  city  continues  to  progress 
toward  a  debt  of  a  thousand  millions 
of  dollars.  To  the  Catskill  water 
supply  project,  the  cost  of  which  is 
estimated  at  $160,000,000,  is  now 
added  the  Suffolk  county  plan,  which 
would  impose  an  expenditure  of 
$47,000,000  on  the  town.  A  trifling 
sum;  it  is  $1,000,000  less  than  the 
debt  of  the  Republic  of  Mexico  and 
only  a  little  more  than  twice  as  much 
as  the  debt  of  Switzerland. 

"Of  course  nobody  knows  exactly 
what  the  debt  of  the  city  is  now. 
This  mere  detail  is  of  no  conse- 
quence when  expenditures  for  water 
supply  are  under  consideration. 
Bonds  issued  for  this  purpose  are  not 
counted  against  the  debt  limit.  Still 
it  might  be  of  interest  to  the  tax- 
payers to  know  what  the  figures  on 
the  debt  side  of  the  ledger  are. 

"  If  bigness  is  what  the  taxpayers 
want  they  should  be  satisfied  with 
their  debt  It  is  incontestably  the 
biggest  thing  of  its  kind  when  the 
return  for  it  is  taken  into  account." 
— Editorial  in  Globe. 

Municipal  Salaries  Too  High. 

The  taxpayers  of  New  York  should 
make  an  attempt  to  have  a  sweeping 
reduction  of  salaries  of  all  city  em- 
ployees. Outside  of  heads  of  de- 
departments,  professional  men,  cash- 
iers, etc.,  no  city  position  is  worth 
$1,500,  considering  the  short  hours. 
These  fortunate  men  work  six 
months  yearly,  as  compared  with 
persons  working  twelve  months  for 
mercantile  concerns.  They  hold  life 
jobs — something  impossible  in  a 
mercantile  house.  Pay  is  not  re- 
duced for  old  age,  sickness,  holidays, 
conventions  and  the  many  days  off 
they  get.    Their  hours  are  short  and 
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they  are  not  held  strictly  to  time 
either.  The  character  of  the  work 
performed  is  simple — no  special 
ability  or  training  is  required.  If 
hours  were  from  8:30  o'clock  to  6 
o'clock,  and  5  o'clock  on  Saturdays, 
the  budget  would  probably  be  re- 
duced $10,000,000  a  year. 

' '  Policemen  could  be  had  in  plenty 
for  $1,000  for  eight  hours'  work  and 
no  grumbling;  then  our  police  force 
could  be  increased  many  thousands 
and  at  no  additional  expense.  The 
Sun  advocates  a  better  bookkeeping 
system  in  the  Comptroller's  office. 
Just  look  at  the  high-priced  salaries 
paid  in  the  Comptroller's  office  and 
the  calibre  of  the  bookkeepers.  I 
wonder  if  any  of  them  ever  earned 
or  could  earn  $12  weekly  in  a  mer- 
cantile house. 

If  the  pay  of  all  city  employees 
were  reduced  to  $1,500  or  less,  would 
a  single  man  resign  ?  The  adminis- 
tration that  will  reduce  salaries  will 
be  popular  with  all  except  the 
sinecurists. " — J.  D.  Clark,  Tax- 
payer, in  Xew  York  Sun. 


Mr.  Green  on  the  Alleged  Short- 
age of  School  Teachers. 

"  For  a  good  many  moons  past  the 
cry  has  gone  up  from  the  ad- 
vocates of  what  is  called  equal  " 
pay  that  young  women  would  not 
become  teachers  when  business 
allured  them  with  its  golden  w41es 
and  opportunities  of  a  career.  One 
could  almost  read  an  implied  threat 
that  if  justice  were  not  granted  to 
them  they'd  desert  in  a  body  and 
enter  commercial  life  and  on  several 
occasions  I  read  that  Miss  X  or  Miss 
Y  had  "accepted"  a  position  with 

 company,  salary  to  start  $1,500. 

Who  could  blame  a  nice  young  lady 
for  scorning  laborious  days,  which  is 
so  natural  a  thing  for  us  all  to  do, 
when  she  had  "  careers  "  of  so  many 
kinds  open  to  her  ? 

"  But  business  having  to  a  great 
extent  ceased  for  some  months  past, 


one  may  read  three  to  five  columns 
a  day  of  ads.  in  several  newspapers 
wherein  the  ''business"  women  set 
forth  their  urgent  want  of  a  job, 
with  qualifications  so  striking  that 
the  remuneration  asked  makes  one 
wonder  how  they  could  live  on  it  at 
all,  seeing  the  difficulty  professed  by 
some  other  women  living  on  twice 
and  thrice  as  much,  and  certain  at 
that. 

' '  Comparisons  are  odious,  but  very 
human,  and  the  cooler  heads  among 
the  lady  teachers  who  refrained  from 
"going  into  business"  during  the 
height  of  the  frenzy  for  the  equal 
pay  must  now  be  congratulating 
themselves  on  their  prudence;  and 
the  fact  that  a  thousand  or  so  are 
now  applicants  for  License  No.  1 
wall  be  very  consoling  news  to  a 
Board  of  Education  that  seemed  a 
year  ago  to  think  young  ladies  would 
need  to  be  besought  on  bended  knee 
to  accept  sure  and  well-paid  "jobs  " 
— as  many  were  comparing  the  "job" 
to  street  cleaning  and  the  like.  And 
w^hen  all  is  said  and  done,  if  govern- 
ment functions  were  limited  consid- 
erably, the  street  cleaner  \vould  be 
found  to  be  not  so  superfluous  a 
person  after  all.  He  might  even  be 
held  to  be  a  prime  necessity,  with 
teachers  ct  hoc  genus  omne  good 
seconds,  but  undeniably  seconds." 
— Robert  P.  Green,  in  Globe. 


Notable  Gathering;  of  Women. 

The  biennial  meeting  of  the  Gen- 
eral Federation  of  Women's  Clubs, 
held  recently  in  Boston,  was  suc- 
cessful as  regards  numbers  and  the 
consideration  of  many  topics  of  the 
first  importance. 

The  principal  officers  elected  were : 
Mrs.  Philip  N.  Moore,  St.  Louis, 
president;  Mrs.  J.  E.  Cowles,  Cali- 
fornia, first  vice-president;  ^Irs. 
Belle  K.  Sherman,  Illinois,  second 
vice-president;  Mrs.  H.  H.  Dawson, 
New  Jersey,  recording  secretary ; 
Mrs.   Frank   N.    Sheik,  Wyoming, 
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corresponding  secretary;  Mrs.  G. 
M.  Welsh,  Minnesota,  treasurer; 
Mrs.  Rudolph  Blenkenburg,  Penn- 
sylvania, auditor. 

The  day  set  apart  for  the  discus- 
sion of  those  subjects  allied  to  civic 
and  municipal  welfare  was  June 
25th,  Mrs.  W.  W.  Penfield,  of  New 
York,  speaking  on  "  The  Methods 
and  Factors  in  Civic  Work." 

As  the  proceedings  of  the  biennial 
are  to  be  issued  in  a  printed  report, 
it  will  be  possible  for  those  inter- 
ested in  the  varied  and  valuable 
work  done  by  women's  clubs  and  the 
intelligent  suggestions  made  by  dele- 
gates and  officers  to  secure  full  and 
authentic  reports  of  the  interesting 
and  informing  proceedings. 


Donation. 


Received  for  Summer  expenses  of 
the  League,  from  Mrs.  Seth  Low, 
$10.   

Tree  Planting-. 

The  following  interesting  commu- 
nication has  been  received  from  the 
Tree  Planting  Association : 

The  Executive  Committee  of  the 
Tree  Planting  Association  has  writ- 
ten to  the  presidents  of  the  various 
Boroughs  of  Greater  New  York,  the 
heads  of  the  various  city  depart- 
ments, the  trustees  of  the  most  im- 
portant city  churches,  and  the  heads 
of  the  largest  commercial  establish- 
ments, insurance  companies,  banking 
houses,  etc.,  urging  upon  their  con- 
sideration the  advisability  of  the 
planting  and  maintenance  of  shade 
trees  before  the  various  buildings, 
public  and  private,  and  their  charge. 
The  many  advantages  offered  by  a 
tree  shaded  street  over  a  barren  one, 
even  in  business  districts,  are  so  ob- 
vious as  not  to  need  recapitulation, 
and  ten  years  of  practical  work  in 
this  field  have  enabled  this  Associa- 
tion to  offer  information  and  advice 
with  a  confidence  that  any  obstacles 
which  may  present  themselves  to  the 


furtherance  of  this  good  work  can  in 
practically  every  case  be  successfully 
overcome.  Any  letters  of  inquiry 
addressed  to  the  Secretary,  Mr. 
Charles  R.  Lamb,  23-25-2?  Sixth 
Ave.,  will  receive  prompt  attention. 


Playgrounds  Festival. 

During  the  next  two  weeks  a  mon- 
ster playground  festival  will  be  held 
in  this  city,  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Board  of  Education.  The  nearly 
one  hundred  playgrounds  conducted 
during  the  summer  will  participate 
first  in  sectional  exhibits  and  then  in 
a  grand  carnival  in  Central  and  Pros- 
pect Parks.  There  are  thousands  of  • 
residents  of  the  city  who  do  not 
know  that  the  Board  of  Education 
conducts  summer  playgrounds,  and 
many  of  those  who  do  know  it  are 
ignorant  of  what  is  being  done  in 
them.  It  is  in  order  to  make  these 
summer  activities  more  widely  known 
and  better  understood  and  appreci- 
ated by' the  general  public  that  the 
novel  festival  has  been  planned. 
The  festival  will  be  held  at  an  op- 
portune time,  as  in  September  the 
Playground  Congress  will  meet  in 
this  city. 

Manv  of  the  visitors  from  other 
cities,  here  to  attend  the  Congress, 
are  visiting  the  playgrounds  con- 
ducted by  the  Board  of  Education. 
These  utilize  the  ground  floors  of 
the  school  buildings  for  play  during 
Jul)'  and  August  every  afternoon, 
except  Sunday,  between  the  hours 
of  1  and  5  :30.  The  activities  are  in- 
teresting and  attract  large  attend- 
ance of  those  whose  only  playground 
heretofore  has  been  the  dirty  and 
narrow  street,  with  its  deteriorating 
influences. 

It  is  felt  that  the  good  effects  ac- 
complished by  the  proper  supervision 
and  direction  of  systematic  exercise 
and  play,  as  carried  on  in  these  play- 
grounds, can  be  shown  best  by  giv- 
ing in  various  sections  of  the  city  the 
proposed  demonstrations  of  play- 
ground activities.  —  Globe. 
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THE  "SHIP  SHAPE"  SHOP 

412  WEST  47th  STREET 
TELEPHONE.   367  BRYANT 


WARDROBE  REPAIRS 

■ 

For  Bachelor  Men  and  Maids 
Business  and  Professional  Women 
Husbands  of  Absentee  Wives 
Tired  Mothers,  Hotel  Guests,  etc.,  etc. 


MENDING 
CLEANING 
PRESSING 
BUTTON  SEWING 


FINE  DARNING 
LACE  REPAIRING 
COMMON  ALTERATIONS 
BUTTONHOLE  MAKING 


Simple  Shirt  Waists,  Shirt  Waist  Suits  and  Children's 
Dresses  from  Old  or  New  Materials 

PRICES  MODERATE 

WORK  SANITARY 

Jacks  of  all  Trades  are  Masters  of  None 
We  Employ  Masters  of  Each 

SHOP  WORK  HOME  WORK 

Shirtwaists  |i.ooandup    First  Hour  $  .40 

Shirt  Waist  Suits  4.ooandup    Succeeding  Hours...  .30 

Per  Day   2.00 


Shop  Orders  sent  for  and  returned 
Visiting  Workers  supply  their  own  carfares  and  lunches 


Founded  1897 

BY 


Mrs.  Charles  Russell  Lowell. 


FOUNDERS. 

(Donors  of  $J,0(X)  or  more.) 
MRS.  RICHARD  ALDRICH, 

MISS  GRACE  H.  DODGE, 

MRS.  RxVYMOND  ROBINS. 

LIFE  MEMBERS. 

(Donors  of  $250  at  one  time.) 
MISS  JULIA  DELAFIELD, 

MRS.  WILLIAM  E.  DOD(rE,- 

MRS.  JOHN  INNES  KANE, 
MISS  C.  R.  LOWELL, 

MRS.  RUSSELL  SAGE. 


THE 

WOMAN'S  MUNICIPAL  LEAGUE 

BULLETIN 

WITH  CALENDAR 


CONTENTS 

Budget  Exhibit 
Reports  of  Branches  and  Committees 
Christmas  Shopping 
Our  Finances 
Little  Mothers'  Aid  Association 
Legal  Aid  Society 


November,  1908 


THE  LEAGUE  TEA 

AT  THE 

Waldorf-Astoria 

ON 

Friday,  November  20,  1908 


Have  You  Bought  Tickets? 

You  have  received  before  this  the  announce- 
ment of  the  Tea,  which  contains  a  brief  but 
excellent  summary  of  our  work.  It  is  hoped 
that  the  efforts  of  the  Tea  Committee  will  be 
generously  rewarded  by  the  attendance  of  our 
membership,  and  that  many  new  members  will 
be  added  to  the  League. 

Mrs.  Thomas  R.  Fkknch,  Honorary  Chairman. 

Mrs.  Georgk  Augustts  Lrxc;,  Chairman. 
(Miss  Helen  de  Peyster) 

Mrs.  Jc)Sp:phin'E  Reddkng,  Secretary. 

Miss  Katharine  S.  Day,  Treasurer. 

Mrs.  Henry  Butterworth,  Assistant  Treasurer. 

Waldorf-Astoria  Tea  Committee. 


Mrs.  George  Kerr, 

Manager  Waldorf- A stoHa  Tea. 


League  Calendar 


FIRST  MONDAY 

Streets  Committee  19  East  26th  Street.  Nor.  2,  11  a.  m. 

SECOND  MONDAYS 

Morrisania.  19  East  26th  Street  10.30  a  m. 

Research  Department,  19  East  26th  Street...  10. 30  a.  m. 

ALL  TUESDAYS 

Riverside  Juvenile  Leagaie,  Gymnasium,  St. 
Michael's  Parish  House,  99th  Street  and 
Amsterdam  Avenue  7- 30  p.  m. 

FIRST  TUESDAYS 

Riverside.  Nov.  10,  Residence  of  Mrs.  Percival 

Knauth,  302  West  76th  Street  11  a.  m. 

ALL  WEDNESDAYS 

Riverside  Juvenile  League,  Drawing  Section, 
St.  Michael  s  Parish  House,  qgth  Street 
and  Amsterdam  Avenue  3  30  p.  m 

SECOND  WEDNESDAYS 

Greenwich,  Residence  ol  Miss  Day ,  Chairman, 

a8  Fifth  Avenue  11.30  a.  m. 

THIRD  WEDNESDAYS 
Central  Committee,  19  East  26th  Street  10.30  a.  m. 

FOURTH  WEDNESDAYS 
Murray  Hill,  19  East  26th  Street  10  a.  m. 

THURSDAYS  FOLLOWING  THIRD 
WEDNESDAY 
Public  Meeting  of  the  League,  19  East  26th 

Street  u  a.  m. 

For  this  month  see  Second  Thursday 

SECOND  THURSDAY 
Annual  Meeting,  19  East  22d  Street,  Nov.  12...  11  a.  m. 

SECOND  THURSDAYS 

Riverside  Juvenile  League,  Business  Meeting, 

St.  Michael's  Parish  House.  7.45  p.  m. 

FOURTH  THURSDAYS 

Riverside  Juvenile  League,  Business  Meeting, 

St.  Michael's  Parish  House  7.45  p.  m. 

LAST  THURSDAY 

Brooklyn   Heights,  Brooklyn  Barnard  Club, 

132  Remsen  Street  10.30  a.  m. 

Executive  Meeting,  same  day  10  a.  m, 

FIRST  FRIDAYS 

House  Committee,  19  East  26th  Street  4  p.  m. 

Tenements  Committee,  19  East  26th  Street  11  a.  m. 

FOURTH  FRIDAYS 

Chelsea,  Chelsea  Girls'  Club,  434  West  20th  St..  .2  p.  m. 

MORRISANIA  SUBDIVISIONS 

No  notice  received. 


PROSPECT  HEIGHTS,  BROOKLYN 

Last  of  each  month.    Subject  to  calL 
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THE  ANNUAL  MEETING  of  the  Woman  s  Municipal  League  ')i?ill  iake 
place  at  19  East  26th  Street,  on  Thursday,  November  t2,  at  tl  a*m*  Members 
are  reminded  that  this  is  an  open  meeting  and  probably  the  best  in  the  year  for 
shoTving  non-members  for  'what  our  'work  stands* 

M.  C.  Aldrich,  President. 

STREET  CLEANERS'  PRIZES 

The  prizes  and  medals  (  Waring  medals)  offered  by  the  Greenwich  Branch  and 
the  Streets  Committee  of  The  Woman' s  Municipal  League  to  the  best  foreman,  best 
sweeper,  and  best  dri'ver  in  the  local  improvement  district  of  Greenivich,  'will  be 
gi'ven  at  Stable  E,  408  West  1 5th  Street,  on  Tuesday,  No'vember  17,  at  4  o'clock* 
Mayor  McClellan  'will  speak  and  Mrs.  Waring,  <widow  of  the  late  Commissioner 
CoU  George  E,  Waring,  Jr, ,  ^ill  present  the  medals* 

Although  the  space  is  limited,  as  all  the  street  cleaners  in  the  district  'will  be 
assembled  to  ^witness  the  presentation,  all  members  of  the  League  'who  are  interested 
are  cordially  in'vited  to  be  present* 


Budget  Exhibit. 

HAVE    OUR    MEMBERS    ATTENDED  THE 
BUDGET  EXHIBIT? 

We  hope  so,  but  as  the  Bulletin 
goes  to  over  twenty  States,  we  feel 
that  the  Exhibit  is  entitled  to  some  of 
our  space. 

Since  Monday,  October  5th.  thou- 
sands of  taxpayers  of  Greater  New 
York  (in  the  large  sense  that  every 
citizen  is  a  taxpayer  directly  or  in- 
directly) have  become  informed  of  the 
present  condition  of  the  city's  affairs, 
through  an  exhibition  of  charts,  dia- 
grams and  models  collected  by  the 
Executive  Committee  of  the  Greater 
New  York  Taxpayers'  Conference 
working  with  the  Bureau  of  ]\Iunic- 


ipal  Research,  various  City  Depart- 
ments, organizations  and  individuals 
also  contributing.  This  graphic  ex- 
hibit has  been  open  to  the  public  seven 
or  eight  hours  daily,  in  the  City  In- 
vesting Building  at  165^  Broadway, 
where  hundreds  from  the  downtown 
offices  have  been  able  to  attend  the 
noon  conferences  at  which  prominent 
men  of  our  own  and  other  cities  have 
made  addresses  and  conducted  dis- 
cussion of  topics  relating  to  our  mu- 
nicipal administration  and  the  present 
demands  for  its  maintenance.  At  first 
planned  for  two  weeks,  the  interest 
shown  in  the  exhibit  has  prolonged 
its  existence  to  the  very  eve  of  elec- 
tion. Governor  Hughes  ("as  a  private 
citizen")  being  the  principal  speaker 


All  Communications  should  he  sent  to  THE  WOMAN'S  MUNICIPAL  LEAGUE, 

jg  East  26th  Street. 


at  the  noon  meeting  on  Monday,  No- 
vember 2d,  and  making  an  earnest 
plea  for  honesty  and  efficiency  in  the 
administration  of  our  municipal  gov- 
ernment. 

Controller  Metz's  statement  that 
"The  greatest  loss  of  public  money  is 
not  what  is  embezzled,  but  what  is 
used  extravagantly,"  Charities  and 
The  Commons  for  October  loth  in- 
dicates "may  be  taken  as  the  keynote" 
of  that  portion  of  the  Budget  Exhibit 
which  makes  clear  the  fact  that  thou- 
sands of  dollars  have  been  needlessly 
squandered.  For  example:  One  pla- 
card bears  the  heading  "GET  THE 
HOOK!"    It  reads: 

"Anybody  can  get  it  for  six 
cents  anywhere.  The  city  got 
the  hook  from  0''Brien  &  Ryder 
— 60  cents  per  hook,  5  cents  per 
screw.  The  city  got  165  hooks 
(Hke  this),  172  bolts,  and  18 
screws  for  $117.10,  and  it  took 
31  days  ($8  per  day)  to  put  up 
those  164  hooks.  The  two  "work- 
men" got  $248.  Total  cost  of 
material  and  labor  $365.10.  Cost 
per  hook  $2.21."  One  of  the 
hooks  is  exhibited  with  this  card. 

Another  card  reads :  How  would 
you  like  to  mend  clocks  for  the  city 
and  get  paid  by  the  Department  of 
Finance  $64  for  5  hours  and  25  min- 
utes of  actual  work,  March  6,  1906? 

A  large  table  is  covered  with  var- 
ious articles  tagged  to  show  w^hat 
price  the  city  has  paid  for  each,  al- 
ways in  excess  of  what  anyone  can 
purchase  it  for,  at  the  same  place. 

"Watch  the  Budget  Grow"  is  the 
caption  of  a  striking  diagram  which 
gives  the  increase  in  the  city  budget 
for  the  past  six  years.  It  is  shown 
that  the  tentative  budget  asked  for 
1909  is  $156,128,021.65  against  $143,- 
572,266  for  1908.  This  increase  of 
something  over  $13,000,000  is  to  be 
partly  met  by  a  13-cent  tax  increase 
on  property  of  1908  over  1907  for 
every  hundred  dollars  assessed.  A 
chart  shows  the  taxpayer  one  way  that 


he  contributes  indirectly  to  the  de- 
manded increase.  With  the  heading, 
"Do  You  Go  to  the  Theatre  ?"  it  gives 
the  exact  amount  which  the  increase 
has  cost  several  theatres  in  the  city 
and  points  out  the  fact  that  the  the- 
atre-goer pays  the  increase. 

"A  very  pertinent  diagram  shows 
the  condition  of  tenement  houses  in 
the  city.  In  1903  it  was  recorded  that 
there  were  361,661  dark  sleeping 
rooms  in  these  places.  Up  to  July  i, 
1908,  it  is  stated  that  31,508  dark 
rooms  had  been  lighted  by  the  inser- 
tion of  one  or  more  large  windows. 
But  it  is  estimated  that  more  than 
600,000  persons,  contrary  to  law,  are 
still  sleeping  in  unlighted,  unventil- 
ated,  interior  bedrooms.  Flashlight 
photographs  of  such  bedrooms  are 
shown  side  by  side  with  pictures  of 
rooms  improved  by  large  windows  as 
required  by  law.  A  photograph  is  ex- 
hibited of  a  typical  (lark  room,  of 
which  approximately  300,000  still  ex- 
ist. A  placard  near  these  pictures  de- 
clares that  at  the  present  rate  of  im- 
provement it  will  take  eighty  years  to 
change  these  rooms  so  that  they  com- 
ply with  the  law. 

With  the  agitation  resulting  from 
the  attracting  of  public  attention  to 
the  wasteful  and  dishonest  handling  of 
the  city's  money,  it  is  inconceivable 
that  salutary  reforms  will  not  follow, 
and  the  public  is  therefore  deeply  in- 
debted to  the  Bureau  of  Municipal 
Research  and  their  co-operators  for 
unearthing  the  true  facts  and  present- 
ing them  in  so  striking  a  manner  that 
even  the  busiest  citizen  "may  run  and 
read." 


Reports  of  Branches. 

GREENWICH. 

I  would  like  to  report,  since  I  have 
no  regular  meeting  to  speak  of  (our 
last  having  been  held  in  May),  on 
the  established  current  activities  in 
Greenwich  District  of  the  League, 
during  the  summer,  the  result  of  our 
winter's  work. 
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Our  four  fountains  in  the  district, 
although  at  first  needing  some  repairs, 
after  these  were  reported,  were  kept 
in  good  condition.  Our  Visitor  re- 
ports people  waiting  in  line,  and  old 
women  with  pitchers  in  which  to  carry 
the  water  home,  and  the  drivers  and 
conductors  using  the  West  Street 
fountain  a  great  deal.  There  can  re- 
main no  doubt  but  that  they  reach 
the  people  for  whom  they  are  in- 
tended. 

The  Police  Captain,  in  my  own 
section  of  the  district,  took  the  trou- 
ble to  write  me  twice  during  the  sum- 
mer on  local  conditions. 

The  important  work  of  the  summer 
was  the  investigation  of  the  men's 
work  in  the  Street  Cleaning  Depart- 
ment in  this  district,  the  sweepers 
and  drivers  and  foremen  of  sections, 
jointly  by  Murray  Hill  and  Green- 
wich, and  the  Streets  Committee  of 
the  League.  Miss  Schoenfeld  and 
Miss  Unger  were  paid  investigators. 
The  work  will  conclude  next  month. 

K.  S.  Day,  Chairman. 

RIVERSIDE. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  season  took 
place  in  the  Assembly  Rooms  of  the 
Woman's  Municipal  League  on  Oc- 
tober the  fifth.  There  were  sixteen 
members  present. 

The  Parks  Committee  called  the  at- 
tention of  the  members  to  the  work 
now  being  done  on  Broadway.  The 
parkway  in  the  centre  is  being  filled 
up  with  good  soil  and  new  trees  and 
ornamental  electric  light  standards  are 
being  erected.  This  work  has  been 
accomplished  through  the  co-opera- 
tion of  the  Woman's  Municipal  League 
with  the  West  End  Association.  It 
was  conceived  first  by  the  former  and 
carried  on  for  several  years  by  the 
latter,  and  fimally,  last  May,  when 
every  one  seemed  discouraged,  a  visit 
of  the  Park  Committee  to  Commis- 
sioner Smith  resulted  in  calling  his 
attention  to  the  $55,000  appropriation 
made  for  restoring  Broadway.  There- 


after the  united  efiforts  of  Commis- 
sioner Smith,  the  West  End  Associa- 
tion and  our  Branch  of  the  League 
resulted  in  the  actual  use  of  the  ap- 
propriation. 

The  Playground  Committee  was  un- 
able to  report  any  definite  results  thus 
far,  but  the  agitation  for  the  play- 
ground in  this  neighborhood  is  being 
continued. 

The  Waring  Juvenile  League  began 
its  new  season  of  work  at  its  first 
meeting,  held  September  twenty- 
fourth.  The  past  season  continued  up 
to  July  first. 

The  chairman  reported  that  through 
the  kindness  of  Mrs.  Longfellow, 
twelve  of  the  boys  receiving  the  high- 
est standing  in  the  Post  had  had  a 
delightful  day  at  Mrs.  Longfellow's 
place  in  Riverdale ;  and  through  the 
influence  of  John  P.  Peters,  Jr.,  about 
twenty  more  of  the  boys  spent  two 
weeks  at  Clear  Pool  Camp  near  Car- 
mel,  N.  Y.  Coming  as  it  did  in  the 
extreme  heat  of  July,  this  vacation 
was  a  great  boon  to  these  little  tene- 
ment-house dwellers. 

The  chairman  of  the  Waring  Ju- 
venile League  reported  the  acquisi- 
tion of  many  new  members,  all  eager 
to  be  allowed  to  investigate  and  re- 
port conditions  in  the  neighborhood. 
She  acknowledged  her  great  indebted- 
ness to  Mrs.  Mount  for  her  faithful 
attendance  at  all  the  boys'  meetings, 
A  vote  of  thanks  to  Mrs.  ]\Iount  was 
unanimously  passed.  The  chairman 
further  reported  that  she  had  received 
a  contribution  of  fifty  dollars  and  the 
ofifer  of  the  rooms  at  Christ  Church, 
71st  Street  and  Broadway,  to  start 
another  Post  of  the  Waring  Juvenile 
League  in  that  neighborhood. 

The  work  is  distinctly  a  civic  and 
neighborhood  one,  and  in  no  way 
under  the  control  of  any  church,  save 
through  the  courtesy  shown  and  in- 
terest taken  in  the  work. 

The  chairman  of  the  Waring  Ju- 
venile League  Committee,  Miss  AL 
Peters,  would  be  only  too  glad  to 
meet  and  explain  the  work  to  any- 
one who  may  feel  like  assisting;  for 
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nt  present  there  is  a  great  need  of 
workers  and  money  to  continue  to 
carry  on  the  Clubs. 

A  vote  of  thanks  was  given  to  Miss 
McOuat  for  the  very  fine  article 
which  appeared  in  the  Sunday  Tribune 
last  June  about  the  Waring  Juvenile 
League  and  its  work. 

The  next  meeting  of  the  Riverside 
Branch  will  be  held  at  the  residence 
of  Mrs.  Percival  'Knauth,  302  West 
76th  Street,  on  Tuesday,  November 
tenth.  Mr.  Henry  Bruere  of  the  Bu- 
reau of  Municipal  Research  is  to  ad- 
dress the  members  on  City  Govern- 
ment.   •  Ida  S.  Cohen, 

Chairman. 


Reports  of  Committees. 

Finance  committee. 

The  Finance  Committee  takes  this 
opportunity  of  making  more  public 
its  grateful  thanks  to  the  members  of 
the  League  for  their  prompt  and  gen- 
erous response  to  its  appeal.  The 
money  is  to  be  Used,  as  stated  hereto- 
fore, to  liquidate  a  long-standing  debt 
for  printing  of  the  Bulletin.  The 
sum  necessary  for  removing  this  bill 
is  as  yet  far  from  being  realized,  as 
may  be  seen  below,  and  we  would  re- 
mind members  that  a  fifty-cent  dona- 
tion from  500  members  is  quite  as 
valuable  as  ten  $25  donations.  It  was 
the  hope  of  the  Committee  to  raise 
quite  a  considerable  amount  by  the 
smaller  contributions. 

FINANCE  COMMITTEE. 
treasurer's  statement,  OCTOBER  2g,  1908. 

Receipts. 

Donations    $544.00 

Expenditures. 

Stationery  and  stamps   $22.80 

Rudolph  Lenz,  Sept.  17,  on 

account    335-8i 

Rudolph  Lenz,  Oct.  19,  on 

account    169.40  528.OI 

Balance  on  hand.   $i5-99 

E.  C.  Mount, 

Treasurer. 


STREETS  COMMITTEE  REPORT. 

The  work  of  this  Committee  was 
concentrated  in  the  summer  on  the 
investigation  undertaken  in  Green- 
wich District,  of  which  Miss  Day,  the 
chairman  of  that  Branch,  treats  in 
her  report. 

The  Committee  has  been  especially 
fortunate  in  its  investigators,  both  of 
whom  have  been  conscientious,  dis- 
playing both  enthusiasm  and  intelli- 
gence in  prosecuting  their  researches. 
It  is  the  intention  to  devise  a  plan  for 
instruction  in  civics  in  the  schools  of 
Greenwich,  with  especial  reference  to 
clean  streets,  and  if  possible  to  get 
the  plan  adopted  by  the  principals. 

It  is  generally  recognized  that  the 
work  of  organizations  like  this  is  seri- 
ously hampered  by  the  laxness  of 
magistrates,  many  of  whom  refuse  to 
hold  men  arrested  for  disobeying  or- 
dinances. So  frequently  are  prisoners 
arrested  for  expectoration,  or  throw- 
ing of  garbage  out  of  windows  and 
other  such  infractions  of  the  law,  dis- 
charged, that  a  serious  condition  of 
affairs  has  resulted. 

Josephine  Redding, 

Chairman. 


Consumers*  League  Appeal  to 
Christmas  Shoppers. 

The  Consumers'  League  of  New 
York  City  begs  to  remind  the  readers 
of  the  Bulletin  again  this  year  to 
do  their  Christmas  shopping  early. 

The  Christmas  rush  has  come  to 
mean  such  excessive  fatigue  and  ex- 
haustion to  thousands  of  workers  in 
stores  and  factories  that  the  holiday 
is  a  mockery  to  them. 

We  can  prevent  this  and  give  them 
a  greater  share  of  the  spirit  of  Christ- 
mas by  doing  our  shopping  before 
December  15th. 

The  League  is  making  every  effort 
to  reach  the  public  with  this  plea,  by 
distributing  leaflets,  post  cards,  etc., 
copies  of  which  may  be  had  at  the 
office,  105  East  226.  Street. 

Will  you  not  help  us? 


4 


Our  Finances. 

We  may  assume  that  each  of  our 
members  is  associated  with  some 
charity  which  is  feeling  the  pinch  of 
hard  times.  The  Woman's  Municipal 
League  is  no  exception.  On  the  con- 
trary, civic  bodies  seem  to  most  peo- 
ple more  experimental,  and  therefore 
less  necessary,  than  older  channels 
for  the  betterment  of  wrong  and  dis- 
ease. We,  who  do  not  think  so,  who 
believe  that  the  Woman's  Municipal 
League  has  a  Tital  relationship  to  the 
health  and  decrease  of  crime  in  our 
municipal  life,  must  carry  the  burden 
of  a  decreased  budget,  although  we 
have  never  asked  for  more  than  th^ 
following  modest  schedule: 

Office  rent    $600 

Salary    900 

Printing  .   800 

Office  incidentals    200 

$2,500 

There  has  been  much  discussion  in 
the  Central  Committee,  as  it  has 
changed  from  year  to  year,  whether 
or  not  a  society  which  charged  such 
low  dues  could  expect  to  avoid  rais- 
ing money  ''by  hand."  Last  spring 
your  President  raised  $1,200.  During 
the  summer  Mrs.  Momit  and  her 
daughter,  Mrs.  Sewall,  under  the 
Chairmanship  of  Mrs.  McDougall, 
whose  share  in  the  work  is  not  so 
easily  specified,  wrote  to  the  entire 
membership  announcing  our  debt  to 
the  printer  and  have  received,  as  their 
account  in  another  column  shows,  the 
splendid  amount  of  $545. 

At  our  Annual  Meeting,  our  ac- 
count for  the  year  will  be  balanced 
up  and  we  shall  have  no  cause  to 
despair,  but  the  fact  remains  that  our 
new  Treasurer  has  to  face  an  assured 
income  of  less  than  $800.  leaving 
$1,700  to  be  raised.  The  Central  office 
begs  for  the  encouragement  of  every 
member.  Could  we  duplicate  our 
membership,  that  is,  if  each  person 
who  reads  this  will  procure  us  one 
other  member,  our  difficulties  will  be 
transformed  into  opportunities.  Let 
me  urge  upon  you  that  the  office  is 


continually  refusing  work  for  the 
city,  which  cannot  be  done  by  Dis- 
tricts, because  we  have  no  money  with 
which  to  increase  our  printing  and 
salary  account.  We  maintain  our  ex- 
istence ;  with  a  little  more,  we  should 
double  our  efficiency. 


From  Other  Societies. 

LITTLE   mothers'   AID  ASSOCIATION. 

The  October  Public  Meeting  of  the 
League  held  at  19  East  26th  Street, 
on  Thursday,  October  22d,  called  to- 
gether an  unusually  large  attendance 
of  members  and  their  friends.  An 
audience  of  fifty-three  enjoyed  the 
speaker  of  the  day,  as  well  as  the  sev- 
eral charming  songs  so  generously 
rendered  by  Miss  Ada  Pierce,  who  is 
well  known  in  the  New  York  concert 
field. 

The  regular  order  of  business  was 
followed  by  an  address  from  Mrs. 
Clarence  Burns,  President  of  the  Lit- 
tle Mothers'  Aid  Association,  who 
spoke  of  the  work  of  her  society  in 
relation  to  the  immigration  problem  in 
New  York  City.  After  tracing  the 
history  of  the  Little  Mothers'  Aid  As- 
sociation since  its  inception  by  Mrs. 
Alma  Calder  Johnston,  Mrs.  Burns 
gave  an  outline  of  its  present  greatly 
extended  activities  and  enlarged  use- 
fulness somewhat  as  follows : 

About  eighteen  years  ago  Mrs. 
Johnston,  who  was  living  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  Stuyvesant  Square,  a  favor- 
ite resort  for  children  left  by  wage- 
earning  mothers  in  charge  of  their 
babies,  realized  how  few  of  these 
"Little  Mothers"  ever  had  seen  the 
country.  A  series  of  outings  conduct- 
ed during  that  sinnmer  furnished  a 
happy  day  at  Pelham  Bay  Park  to 
nine  hundred  of  them. 

The  work  started  in  one  room  of  an 
old  residence  on  Seventeenth  Street, 
and,  as  it  has  developed,  has  suc- 
cessively occupied  a  whole  floor  on 
Third  Avenue,  and,  at  present,  head- 
quarters are  established  in  a  fine  old 
mansion  at  236  Second  Avenue,  with 
three  branches,  or  "Homemaking  Cir- 
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cles/^  as  they  are  called,  where  hun- 
dreds are  taught  cooking,  laundry, 
sewing  and  care  df  the  baby.  Day 
Nurseries  have  been  e&tabUshed  at 
236  Second  Avenue,  16  Greenwich 
Street,  and  108  Lawrence  Street,  for 
the  youngest  children,  to  enable  the 
Little  Mothers  to  attend  school  and 
the  Association's  classes.  The  aim  in 
all  the  training  given  in  these  classes 
is  to  fit  the  Little  Mother  to  do  as 
easily  anci  as  well  as  possible  the 
tasks  required  of  her  in  her  home.  At 
the  Lawrence  Street  address,  the 
work  is  among  a  foreign  element, 
largely  Syrian,  who  are,  incidentally, 
taught  American  manners  and  cus- 
toms, including  ''the  salute  to  the 
flag,"  One  Day  Nursery  was  found 
to  be  caring  for  eleven  nationalities 
at  one  time ;  and,  out  of  nine  girls  in 
one  cooking  class,  five  nationalities 
were  represented.  A  luncheon  of  hot 
cocoa  and  rolls  is  furnished  the  chil- 
dren left  in  the  Nurseries. 

The  Society  carries  on  its  books  a 
record  of  all  who  have  ever  come  un- 
der its  care,  losing  sight  of  very  few. 
as  all  names  are  transferred  to  the 
"X.  L.  M.  Club"  (Ex-Little  Mothers) 
when  they  have  themselves  become 
wage-earners.  Another  self-support- 
ing club  is  the  "Happy  Hour,"  which 
includes  the  mothers  of  the  children. 

Many  of  the  children  come  so  in- 
adequately clothed  that  it  has  often 
proved  a  necessity  to  provide  gar- 
ments for  them.  These  are  earned  by 
the  children  by  ''good  marks,"  which 
are  credited  to  them  for  good  be- 
havior, attendance  and  neatness  of  ap- 
pearance. 

The  Association  has  given  over 
5,000  days'  outings  during  the  past 
summer  at  their  House  at  Pelham_ 
Bay  Park  to  little  girls  who  have  no 
share  in  the  vacation  provided  by 
other  Fresh  Air  charities,  they  being 
constantly  occupied  in  the  care  of 
their  younger  brothers  and  sisters 
while  their  mothers  are  at  work. 

Three  festivals  are  observed  during 
the  year,  with  entertainments  and 
gifts  for  the  children,  which  keeps  the 


Association  In  touch  with  such  chil- 
dren as  cannot  attend  the  classes,,  be- 
tween summers.  At  Thanksgiving,, 
bright  colored  bags  containing  fruity 
nuts  and  candy  are  the  souvenirs.  At 
Christmas,  gifts  suited  to  the  season 
are  distributed  among  children  who 
would  otherwise  be  neglected,  and 
Easter  is  observed  by  the  gift  of  a 
potted  geranium^  a  plant  which  proves 
to  be  especially  hardy  in  the  tenement 
atmosphere.  Many  a  touching  inci- 
dent of  appreciation  of  this  particular 
gift  has  come  to  the  notice  of  the  As- 
sociation's workers. 

There  are  still  nearly  300,000  dark 
rooms  with  no  ventilation  in  New 
York  tenements,  and  when  one  realizes 
the  number  of  little  children  who  sleep 
in  such  quarters,  often  in  the  clothes 
they  have  worn  during  the  day,  be- 
cause of  the  lack  of  sufficient  cover- 
ing, in  many  cases  with  a  burning 
lamp  vitiating  the  air,  one  finds  suffi- 
cient reason  for  disease  and  infant 
mortality.  The  Association's  physi- 
cian often  traces  serious  physical  ail- 
ments to  such  causes,  and  by  having 
existing  conditions  remedied  succeeds 
in  bettering  the  health  of  the  child. 

The  Little  Mothers'  Aid  Associa- 
tion has  no  salaried  officers,  so  that 
every  dollar  of  this  income  directly 
furthers  the  maintenance  of  its  work. 
An  Annual  Bazaar  for  its  benefit  is 
held  each  December  at  the  Waldorf, 
and  occurs  this  year  on  December  5th. 
The  public  is  urgently  invited  to  at- 
tend. 

In  response  to  an  inquiry  from  the 
audience,  Mrs.  Burns  announced  that 
donations  of  girls'  clothing  are  always 
acceptable,  and  that  shoes  are  particu- 
larly appreciated,  as  their  greatest  de- 
mand is  always  for  that  article.  Do- 
nations of  clothing  should  be  sent  to 
236  Second  Avenue. 

THE  WORK  OF  THE  LEGAL  AID  SOCIETY. 

The  purpose  of  The  Legal  Aid  So- 
ciety, under  its  constitution,  is  "to 
render  legal  aid,  gratuitously  if  neces- 
sary, to  all  who  appear  worthy  there- 
of, and  who  are  able  to  procure  as- 
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sistance  elsewhere  and  to  proniDte 
measures  for  their  protection."  Along 
broader  lines  the  Society  has  been 
described  as  an  organization  which 
gives  a  short  cut  to  the  righting  of 
many  wrongs  and  a  delivery  from 
certain  forms  of  inhuman  exploita- 
tion. **More:  It  prevents  a  weari- 
some legal  process,  and  the  mistakes 
arising  through  a  client's  ignorance 
and  lack  of  training.  It  brings  an- 
tagonists together  and  inculcates  the 
spirit  of  compromise  and  adjustment. 
All  this  is  done  by  the  expert  legal 
mind  in  the  kindly  attitude  of  a  lover 
of  humanity,  unselfishly  seeking  to 
render  unto  everyone  his  own.'* 
The  President  of  the  United  States, 
'  who  has  been  for  years  an  honorary 
vice-president  of  the  Society,  said : 
"'You  right  wrongs  for  the  very  peo- 
ple who  of  all  others  most  need  to 
have  their  wrongs  righted  and  who 
are  yet  helpless  to  secure  their  right- 
ing." 

How  is  this  work  carried  on?  The 
Society  now  maintains  six  law  offices 
in  different  parts  of  Greater  New 
York,  under  the  ^direction  of  Merrill 
E.  Gates,  Jr.,  Esq.,  the  Head  Attor- 
ney, each  equipped  with  a  staff  of 
attorneys  and  clerical  assistants,  who 
are  engasred  daily  in  giving  legal  ad- 
vice at  these  offices  and  in  court  to 
the  30,000  persons  who  come  to  the 
offices  in  the  course  of  a  year.  The 
Society  was  incorporated  in  1876  un- 
der the  title.  "Der  Deutsche  Recht- 
schutz  Verein,"  by  a  number  of  pub- 
lic-spirited German  citizens  of  New 
York,  with  the  purpose  of  protecting 
German  immigrants  from  the  abuses 
and  hardships  to  which  thev  are  often 
subjected  upon  landing.  Mr.  Edward 
Salomon  was  the  president  until  1889, 
and  he  was  succeeded  by  Arthur  v. 
Briesen,  Esq.,  who  has  thus  for  al- 
most twenty  years  been  at  the  head  of 
this  remarkable  work.  Tn  1896,  owing 
to  the  rapid  growth  and  the  extension 
of  its  activities  to  all  nationalities  in 
need  of  legal  assistance,  the  name  was 
anoflicized  into  "The  Legal  Aid  So- 
ciety."   In  the  first  year  of  its  work, 


when  only  one  attorney  was  em- 
ployed, 212  clients  were  cared  for  and 
$1,000  was  recovered  for  them.  The 
total  expenses  for  that  year  wtre 
about  $1,000.  Gradually  at  first,  and 
then  by  great  strides,  the  number  of 
cases  cared  for  increased,  until  in 
1906,  after  thirty  years'  work,  the 
number  was  23,175,  and  during  the 
present  year  there  will  probably  be 
30,000  applications  for  legal  aid. 

Of  course  the  tremendous  growth 
of  the  work  made  necessary  the  estab- 
lishment of  branch  offices,  and  the 
employment  of  a  constantly  enlarging 
staff  of  attorneys  and  clerks.  The 
Main  Office  is  at  239  Broadway,  and 
is  the  largest,  oldest  and  busiest  of 
the  offices.  The  Attorney-in-Chief  is 
assisted  at  this  office  by  six  or  seven 
ajjsistant  attorneys.  About  ten  years 
ago  the  Branch  for  Seamen  was 
opened  and  a  very  important  work  has 
since  been  done  there  in  legally  pro- 
tecting the  rights  of  sailors.  Impor- 
tant legislation  has  been  secured  in 
their  behalf.  This  office  is  now  at  i 
Broadway,  and  the  attorney  in  charge 
is  Mr.  Leonard  McGee.  About  the 
same  time  the  East  Side  Branch  was 
established  in  the  rooms  of  the  Uni- 
versity Settlement  in  the  heart  of  the 
East  Side.  Later  on  an  office  was 
rented,  and  is  now  located  at  331 
Grand  Street,  in  charge  of  Mr.  Hubef 
B.  Lewis,  and,  as  may  be  imagined, 
the  greater  part  of  its  clients  are  Rus- 
sian and  Hungarian  Jews,  many  of 
whom  speak  not  a  word  of  Ehglish. 
For  a  year  or  two  a  Woman's  Branch 
was  conducted  at  the  United  Chari- 
ties Building;  but  experience  showed 
that  it  was  unnecessary  and  unwise  to 
provide  an  office  exclusively  for  wom- 
en, and  the  location  was  not  favor- 
able. A  little  later  the  West  Side 
Branch  was  established,  at  741  Tenth 
Avenue,  rooms  having:  been  provided 
there  through  the  kindness  of  the 
West  Side  Neighborhood  Settlement. 
This  Branch  cares  for  many  Irish  and 
negro  clients  from  the  crowded  tene- 
ments in  that  region  of  the  city.  The 
attorney  in  charge  of  this  Branch  is 
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Mr.  David  Henschel.  About  1905, 
the  Harlem  Branch  was  opened,  this 
important  extension  of  the  work  hav- 
ing- been  made  possible  through  the 
promise  of  an  annual  gift  of  $5,000 
from  an  unknown  donor.  The  attor- 
ney now  in  charge  of  this  Branch  is 
Mr.  Grant  Hoerner  and  the  office  is 
at  2022  Lexington  Avenue.  The 
Brooklyn  Branch  was  established  at 
the  beginning  of  1907,  and  2,600 
clients  came  there  during  that  year. 
A  very  useful  work  is  being  done. 
The  office  is  at  186  Remsen  Street, 
Brooklyn,  and  the  attorney  in  charge 
is  Mr.  Lucian  S.  Breckinridge. 

Of  the  clients  of  the  Society,  at  the 
present  time,  about  one-half  are  for- 
eigners and  aliens,  while  the  other 
half  are  citizens,  and  in  the  year  1907 
16,115  were  men  and  10,284  women. 
A  "retaining  fee"  of  ten  cents  is  asked 
from  each  applicant  and  in  many 
cases  an  additional  ''legal  fee"  of  fif- 
teen cents  is  charged,  while  a  com- 
mission of  10  per  cent  is  deducted 
upon  all  amounts  of  $5  or  more  col- 
lected for  clients.  In  very  many  in- 
stances, however,  no  charge  is  made 
owing  to  the  poverty  of  the  client. 

The  aim  of  the  Society's  work, 
above  all,  is  to  discourage  litigation 
in  the  courts.  The  contending  par- 
ties meet  at  the  offices  where  the  at- 
torneys hold  the  impartial  position  of 
judge  and  jury,  as  far  as  possible. 
Disputes  between  employer  and  em- 
ployee are  often  submitted  to  arbitra- 
tion, the  employer  having  increased 
respect  for  the  rights  of  the  employee 
when  he  understands  that  The  Lesfal 
Aid  Society  will  recognize  and  en- 
force such  rights.  Out  of  the  total 
of  nearly  27,000  cases  in  1907,  only 
about  3.000  were  actually  taken  into 
court ;  thus  it  is  seen  that  about  nine- 
tenths  of  the  cases  are  settled  out  of 
court.  The  wage  claim  is  the  typical 
case,  constituting  the  greatest  proDor- 
tion  of  comolaints  made.  "Breach  of 
contract,"  "conversion,"  "complaints 
against  law;yers,"  "goods  sold  and  de- 
livered." "insurance  claims,"  "monev 
loaned."  "matters  in  the  Surrogate's 
Court,"  and  "domestic  difficulties"  are 


a  few  of  the  classes  into  wdiich  the 
multifarious  complaints  divide  them- 
selves. 

The  attitude  of  the  Society's  attor- 
ney in  taking  up  cases  for  worthy  and 
destitute  women  whose  husbands  have 
abused  or  deserted  them,  has  made 
the  Society  a  well-known  champion  of 
this  class  of  "women's  rights."  In 
several  cases  obdurate  husbands,  who 
have  refused  to  pay  the  modest  ali- 
mony decreed  by  the  court,  have  been 
fined,  or  sent  to  jail,  for  contempt  of 
court.  Children  have  been  recovered 
for  their  mothers,  by  the  writ  of 
habeas  corpus,  guardians  have  been 
appointed  by  the  court,  and  various 
kinds  of  legal  proceedings  brought, 
which  would  otherwise  have  been  en- 
tirely beyond  the  purse  of  the  client. 

The  work  of  the  Society  has  at- 
tracted attention  both  in  this  country 
and  abroad.  Similar  societies  have 
been  established  in  Boston,  Philadel- 
phia, Chicago,  Denver,  Cleveland,  Los 
Angeles,  and  other  cities.  The  presi- 
dent of  the  Society,  Mr.  Briesen, 
has  been  decorated  by,  the  French  Re- 
public and  by  the  German  Empire  for 
his  connection  with  the  work. 

Just  at  present  the  Society  is  sadly 
in  need  of  funds,  as  the  expenses  of 
the  work  have  increased,  while  the 
contributions  and  donations  from  the 
public,  required  to  carry  it  on,  have 
not  been  as  generous  as  usual  this 
year.  No  one  who  studies  the  work 
can  fail  to  be  impressed  with  its  value 
and  importance,  but  experience  has 
shown  that  the  Society's  appeal  to  the 
philanthropic  heart  has  not  met  with 
as  quick  a  response  as  have  appeals 
from  other  charities,  whose  activities 
are  more  obviously  directed  to  the 
physical  improvement  of  others.  The 
mental  suffering:  caused  by  the  in- 
ability to  obtain  leg'al  rights,  or  by  the 
necessity  of  enduring  illes^al  wrongs, 
is  very  real.  Intelligent,  fearless  and 
kindly  lawyers  are  needed  to  insist  on 
these  rights,  and  to  protect  against 
these  wrongs,  and  it  is  the  function  of 
The  Legal  Aid  Society  to  furnish 
such  lawyers  to  people  who  are  poor, 
ignorant  and  oppressed. 
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League  Calendar 


FIRST  MONDAY 

Streets  Committee,  19  East  26th  Street,  Dec.  7,  11  a.  m. 

SECOND  MONDAYS 
Ice- Water  Fountains  Committee.  Residence  of 
Mrs.  Thomas  M.  Dillingham,  i.  hairman, 

8  West49ih  street  10  av  m. 

Morrisania,  19  East  26th  Street  10.30  a.  m. 

Research  Department,  19  East  26th  Street. .  .10.30  a.  m. 

ALL  TUESDAYS 

Riverside  Juvenile  Le^gfue,  Gymnasium,  St. 
Michael's  Parish  House,  99th  Street  and 
Amsterdam  Avenue  7  30  p.  ni. 

FIRST  TUESDAYS 

Riverside  Residence  of  Mrs.  Percival 

Knauth,  302  West  76th  Street  u  a.  m. 

ALL  WEDNESDAYS 

Riverside  Juvenile  Leaf^ue,  Di awing  Section, 
St.  Michael  s  Parish  House,  99th  Street 
and  Amsterdam  Avenue  3.3o  p  in. 

SECOND  WEDNESDAYS 

Greenwich.  Residence  of  Miss  Day,  Chairman, 

28  Fifth  Avenue  11.30  a.  m. 

THIRD  WEDNESDAYS 

Central  Committee,  19  East  26th  Street  10.30  a.  m 

FOURTH  WEDNESDAYS 

Murray  Hill,  19  East  26th  Street  10  a.  m. 

THURSDAYS  FOLLOWING  THIRD 
WEDNESDAY 

Public  Meeting  of  the  League,  19  East  26th 

Street  11  a.  m. 

SECOND  THURSDAYS 

Riverside  Juvenile  League,  Business  Meeting, 

St.  Michael's  Parish  House  7.45  p.  m. 

FOURTH  THURSDAYS 

Riverside  Juvenile  League,  Business  Meeting, 

bt.  Michael's  Parish  House  7.45  p.  m. 

LAST  THURSDAY 

Brooklyn   Heights,  Brooklyn  Barnard  Club, 

132  Kemseii  btreet  10.30  a.  m 

Executive  Meeting,  same  day  10  a.  m 

FIRST  FRIDAYS 

House  Committee,  19  East  26th  Street  4  p.  m. 

Tenements  Committee,  '9  East  26th  Street  11  a.  m. 

FOURTH  FRIDAYS 
Chelsea,  Chelsea  Girls'  Club,  434  West  2cth  St...  2  p.  m 

MORRISANIA  SUBDIVISIONS 
No  notice  received. 


PROSPECT  HEIGHTS,  BROOKLYN 

Last  of  each  month.    Subject  to  call. 
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The  regular  monthly  meeting  of  the  League  'will  be  held  at  t9  East  •26th 
Street f  on  Thursday ^  December  t7ih,  at  It  0* clock.  Among  other  reports  of 
Branches  and  Committees,  Miss  Day  'will  gi've  an  account  of  the  a<warding  of 
medals  to  Street  Cleaners^ 

M.  C.  Aldrich,  President. 


President's  Address  at  the  Annual 

Meeting,  1908 

This  past  year  has  been  one  of  de- 
velopment along  several  lines.  More 
money  has  been  taken  in,  more  meet- 
ings have  been  held,  the  office  attend- 
ance has  increased  250.  Even  with 
the  loss  of  certain  of  our  old  mem- 
bers, enough  new  members  have  been 
secured  to  make  our  total  member- 
ship 848,  and  we  may  well  come  to- 
gether to  plan  our  next  work  with  en- 
couragement and  zest.  What  we  do 
in  the  office  is  largely  circumscribed 
by  our  small  outlay,  the  office  budget 
has  not  increased  since  we  first  took 
an  office  six  years  ago  in  the  Park 
Row  building.  These  rooms  with  the 
back  office  cost  the  League  the  same 
amount  as  our  previous  small  office. 
We  have  never  been  able  to  afford  an 
organizer  who  could  go  about  secur- 
ing members  and  the  co-operation  of 
other  societies.  The  office  Secretary 
can  rarely  leave  the  office,  her  time 
there  is  always  overtime.  It  would 
be  useless  for  me  to  undertake  that 
the  office  should  reach  out  so  long 
as  we  run  it  on  $2,500  a  year.  But 
there  are  the  districts,  and  the  general 
committees ;  if  you  glance  down  the 
League  calendar,  you  will  see  that  we 
announce    over    thirty    meetings  a 


month,  small  groups  of  women  work- 
ing in  widely  separated  localities  on 
subjects  of  immediate  importance  to 
them  as  citizens  in  this  vast  metropo- 
lis. I  do  not  see  that  any  of  our  work 
can  be  called  experimental,  it  is  all 
based  on  a  need  which  has  been  made 
manifest,  the  removal  of  a  dishonest 
or  incompetent  official,  the  forming  of 
boys'  clubs  for  street  cleaning,  educat- 
ing foreign  housekeepers  in  tenement 
or  health  laws,  the  investigation  of 
notaries  and  of  intelligence  offices.  I 
cannot  find  that  an  hour  is  wasted  on 
theory,  that  any  work  is  done  twice, 
only  that  we  need  more  groups  of 
members,  more  committees,  that  there 
are  too  many  vital  opportunities  which 
we  are  not  yet  equipped  to  use.  Last 
year  the  Legislative  Committee  was  Legislative 

1  r  •  j_  1  Committe< 

very  weak,  none  01  its  members  were 
able  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness 
to  attend  hearings  at  Albany.  We  con- 
sidered twenty-six  bills,  received 
letters  asking  for  our  support  or  oppo- 
sition to  measures  from  nine  legisla- 
tors and  societies.  It  is  a  committee 
which  should  be  most  able,  and  as  it 
only  meets  while  the  State  Legislature 
is  in  session,  that  is  from  January  to 
May,  it  is  in  one  way  less  onerous  than 
any  other  work  done  for  a  city,  the 
abuses  of  which  are,  so  to  speak,  in 
session  twelve  months  in  the  year. 


All  Commiivications  should  be  sent  to  THE  WOMAN'S  /VIUNICIPAL  LEAGUE, 

ig  East  26th  Street. 


I  know  nothing  is  so  disheartening 
to  those  who  go  to  church  as  when 
they  hear  a  sermon  about  those  who  do 
not  come,  but  I  want  to  say  a  Httle 
about  the  people,  our  friends  and  well- 
wishers,  who  will  not  join  the  Wom- 
an's Municipal  League.  In  the  first 
place  they  never  try  it.  I  mean  they 
will  not  take  an  hour  to  visit  the 
office  and  discuss  what  we  are  doing, 
our  methods  and  committees,  with  the 
Secretary.  They  generally  want  us 
to  give  them  a  rapid  survey  wherever 
we  happen  to  meet  them,  we  must  have 
statistics  and  facts  at  our  fingers'  ends, 
we  must  enumerate  one  piece  of  work 
after  another,  and  then  are  told  that 
it  is  a  very  confusing  society.  Read 
a  bulletin  ?  Oh,  no,  they  haven't  time, 
but  won't  I  please  tell  it  all  over  again 
to  Mrs.  So  and  So,  who  has  just  come 
in  ?  I  suppose  you  have  all  had  this 
-mbership  experience.  We  do  not  seem  able  to 
make  an  appeal  to  the  women  in  our 
city  which  is  as  general  as  the  work 
we  are  doing  for  them.  They  do  not 
seem  willing  to  look  upon  us  as  pub- 
lic servants  for  whom  they  should  tax 
themselves  a  couple  of  dollars  a  year, 
yet  that  is  what  Mrs.  Lowell  expected 
them  to  do,  that  is  what  she  asked  the 
women  of  New  York  to  do.  Other 
societies  were  engaged  in  specific  woi^v 
for  the  city,  we,  Mrs.  Lowell's  Munic- 
ipal League,  was  to  be  ready  to  do 
whatever  came  up  to  strengthen  the 
good  and  weaken  the  bad,  in  the  inci- 
dents which  compose  the  life  of  a  mod- 
ern city.  We  have  a  record  in  twelve 
out  of  the  fifteen  city  Departments. 
Our  relations  with  competent  officials 
has  always  been  business-like  and  easy, 
but  we  do  not  sufficiently  advertise 
ourselves  to  the  women  of  the  city, 
they  do  not  realize  that  any  good  we 
accomplish  has  made  their  lives  a  little 
more  comfortable,  that  with  their  an- 
nual subscriptions  and  the  weight  of 
their  numbers  we  should  be  of  infin- 
itely more  use  to  them.  Every  year 
one  or  two  women  write,  saying,  *T 
must  resign  because  I  have  decided 
to  belong  to  no  society  for  which  I  do 
not  have  time  to  work."    I  feel  like 


answering,  "You  make  one  of  the 
crowds  on  the  streets,  in  the  trams,  on 
the  ferries,  you  want  police  protection 
and  a  good  street  cleaner  on  your 
block,  you  are  doing  one  side  of  the 
work,  that  is,  you  are  creating  the  con- 
ditions ;  why  not  help  us  by  your  mem- 
bership until  you  feel  that  the  muni- 
cipality gets  a  proper  return  for  your 
taxes?  Why  not  help  to  make  a  cen- 
ter where  the  women  who  will  give 
their  time  are  not  continually  held 
back  for  want  of  the  necessary  funds 
to  print  and  post  their  warnings  that 
some  new  steal  is  taking  place.  What 
can  you  do  with  a  dollar?  Well,  you 
can  do  a  good  deal  more  than  you 
can  without  it.  Let  us  try  to  double 
our  membership.  This  is  the  time  of 
year  to  do  it.  Let  us  each  secure  two 
new  members,  for  some  of  our  mem- 
bers are  always  abroad  or  ill,  and  let 
us  tell  them  that,  if  at  the  end  of  the 
year  we  have  not  convinced  them  that 
they  have  benefited  by  our  work,  they 
are  quite  justified  in  withdrawing. 
And  now  for  the  summary  of  our  past 
year's  work  and  the  indications  it  gives 
of  what  we  shall  do  next : 

I  have  given  you  the  work  of  the 
Legislative  Committee ;  that  of  the 
Committee  on  Organization  and  Affil- 
iation is  best  represented  by  stating 
the  Societies  with  which  we  have 
corresponded  or  held  conferences. 

A  great  deal  of  organizing  is  done 
in  the  District  Branches.  I  was  prom- 
ised a  meeting  in  Flatbush  last  win- 
ter, but  it  has  not  yet  been  arranged, 
but  I  still  think  our  members  in  those 
parts  of  the  city  where  we  are  not  or- 
ganized should  extend  our  borders  by 
inviting  their  friends  to  their  meet- 
ings which  will  make  them  wish  sim- 
ilar conditions  were  operative  in  their 
own  localities. 

Again,  in  connection  with  Affilia- 
tion and  Organization,  I  call  your  at- 
tention to  the  fact  that  the  officers 
would  need  to  give  less  time  and 
strength  if  they  had  a  salaried  or- 
ganizer upon  whom  they  could  de- 
pend to  prepare  and  follow  up  their 
share  of  the  work. 
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The  Finance  Committee  was  ap- 
pointed in  May  and  well  has  it  la- 
bored through  the  heat  of  the  sum- 
mer. I  cannot  do  lietter  than  re-read 
my  statement  in  connection  with  it  in 
the  Bulletin : 
mance  ''Duriug^  the  sumuicr  a  lady  and  her 
imittee  daughter ,  uudcr  the  Chairmanship  of 
Mrs.  McDougall.  whose  share  in  the 
work  is  not  so  easily  specified,  wrote 
to  the  entire  membership  announcing 
our  debt  to  the  printer  and  have  re- 
ceived, as  their  account  in  another  col- 
umn shows,  the  splendid  amount  of 

$544." 

You  will  see  that  no  charge  is  made 
here  for  Secretary's  service.  The  of- 
fice acknowledged  all  donations  and  if 
any  of  the  members  felt  that  they  were 
entitled  to  a  more  detailed  explanation 
of  the  debt  to  which  the  money  was 
applied,  I  am  sure  they  will  waive 
their  claim  on  realizino^  the  colossal 
amount  of  writing  entailed  in  even  so 
short  a  note  to  our  entire  membership. 

The  Police  Committee  reports  as 
follows : 

'The  Chairman  of  Committee  on 
Police  has  addressed  the  Chairman  of 
each  district,  asking  that  the  station 
houses  in  that  district  be  visited.  Vis- 
iting has  been  done,  generally,  in  the 
precincts  where  the  members  were  ad- 
mitted to  the  station  houses. 

The  Chairman  has  endeavored  to 
understand  changing  conditions  in  the 
Police  Department,  and  has  advocated 
an  increase  in  the  number  of  police- 
men. Anna  M.  Jackson, 

Chairman." 

Besides  this,  a  number  of  refer- 
ences to  police  work  are  to  be  found 
in  the  District  Reports  as  they  ap- 
peared in  our  monthly  Bulletins. 
The  improvements  in  Raymond  Street 
Police  Jail  should  give  encouragement  to  all 
mittee  womcu  interested  in  benefiting  this 
inevitably  distressing  part  of  our  civic 
work.  So  long  as  women  are  fined  in 
Police  Courts,  thev  will  be  encouraged 
to  earn  money  with  which  to  meet  the 
next  fine.  Let  us  hope  that  the  League 
may  some  day  be  instrumental  in  strik- 


ing at  the  root  of  much  of  our  police 
work. 

The  Streets  Committee  did  not  send  streets 

,     •  r  ,       •  Committe* 

m  a  report  m  tune  tor  me  to  mcor- 
porate  or  comment  upon  it  in  these 
remarks. 

The   Tenement   House  Committee 
Report  follows : 

"The  Tenement  House  Committee 
has  met  once  a  month. 

"From  these  meetings  have  gone 
communications  to  the  City  Depart- 
ment in  regard  to  matters  touching 
upon  tenements,  which  have  always 
been  most  courteously  received,  and 
suggestions,  when  possible,  acted 
upon. 

"The  committee  gave  much  time  and 
thought  to  the  investigation  of  the 
status  of  the  janitor  in  the  poorer  tene- 
ments, and  in  that  pursuit  came  in 
close  touch  with  the  Janitors'  Asso- 
ciation, with  the  result  of  the  com- 
mittee's hearty  approval  of  its  ideals 
and  accomplished  work  and  the  wish 
to  further  the  passing  of  a  bill  oblig-  '  " 
ing  the  licensing  of  janitors. 

"Many  letters  were  written  to  the 
assemblymen  and  senators  at  Albany 
approving  or  disapproving,  as  the  case 
might  be,  bills  which  had  been  placed 
in  committee. 

"The  Tenement  House  Committee  is 
using  its  influence  to  have  new  and 
model  tenements  built  as  well  as  hav- 
ing the  law  obeyed  in  regard  to  old 
tenements. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Helen  M.  French, 

Chairman." 

The  Tenements  Committee  is  al- 
ways too  modest  in  its  reports.  The 
really  important  study  given  to  the 
janitors'  situation  is  not  to  be  realized 
by  a  few  phrases.  Hundreds  of  jan- 
itors must  be  employed  by  the  wealthy  Tenementa 
women  of  New  York  and  they  labor  Committee 
under  such  disadvantages  that  they 
are  responsible  for  many  violations  of 
Health,  Fire  and  Tenement  Depart- 
ment laws.  The  janitors  should  be  de- 
cently paid  and  decently  housed ;  they 
should  be  instructed  briefly  in  the  laws 


which  the  tenant  is  obHged  to  keep. 
They  should  know  the  pohcemen  and 
the  street  cleaners  on  their  beat.  I 
urge  upon  the  Tenements  Committee 
of  the  League  to  devote  itself  to  a 
propaganda  for  improving  the  life  in 
our  city  through  the  janitors.  The 
only  Association  we  have  worked  with 
so  far  is  composed  of  900  members 
of  many  nationalities.  We  should  be 
able  to  effect  similar  reforms  in  other 
parts  of  the  city,  to  help  people  to  help 
themselves  and  we  should  ask  those 
of  our  acquaintance  who  own  tene- 
ments to  see  that  their  janitors  do  not 
suffer  hardship  by  living  in  rooms 
which  no  tenant  would  rent. 

The  need  of  such  organizations  as 
ours  is  perhaps  well  commented  upon 
since  with  all  that  is  being  done  to 
elevate  the  school  children  and  the 
adults,  our  fountains  are  still  a  prey 

■  to  depredation.    Could  we  have  a  bet- 

ter illustration  for  the  necessity  for 
individual  civic  pride?    To  destroy  a 
Fountains  fouutaiu  from  which  you  are  likely  to 

Committee  nccd  3.  cup  of  cold  watcr  is  indeed  to 
be  without  the  elements  of  public  spirit. 
The  fountains  which  we  have  estab- 
lished, while  more  distinctly  philan- 
thropic than  most  of  our  work,  are  no 
less  civic.  All  thanks  are  due  to  the 
devoted  work  of  Mrs.  Dillingham  and 
her  associates. 

The  House  Committee  reports  as 
follows : 

"The  House  Committee  takes  pleas- 
ure in  reporting  a  successful  year. 

"The  two  upper  floors  are  sublet  un- 
til May  1st  to  the  Woman's  University 
Club,  the  second  floor  to  the  In- 
termunicipal  Research  Committee 
and  Research  Department  of  the 
Woman's  Municipal  League,  the 
basement  to  the  Gift  Shop  Tea  Room, 
and  the  middle  room  of  the  parlor 
floor  to  the  Shut-in  Society  as  month- 
ly tenants.  We  were  fortunate  in 
renting  the  Assembly  Room  for  many 
occasions  last  winter.  The  Chicago 
Woman's  Club  has  taken  it  for  once 
a  month  for  the  coming  season,  the 
Maine  Woman's  Club  has  also  en- 


gaged it  for  monthly  meetings,  and 
the  Public  Education  Association  has 
procured  it  for  six  evenings.  The 
renting  is  of  great  assistance  to  us 
financially  and  we  hope  members  will 
remember  this  and  help  by  making  it 
known  that  we  have  a  desirable  hall 
for  rent.  We  wish  to  state  that  all 
old  debts  are  paid.  A  new  feature  of 
the  work  of  the  House  Committee  dur- 
ing the  past  year  has  been  the  Mon- 
day teas,  which  were  started  for  the 
purpose  of  bringing  the  members  of 
the  League  in  touch  with  each  other, 
and  for  giving  them  an  opportunity 
for  discussion  and  exchan'2;e  of  ideas 
on  topics  of  civic  and  philanthropic 
interest.  We  have  had  speakers  rep- 
resenting various  public  movements 
and  charities  among  them  Mr.  Henry 
G.  Parsons,  of  the  Children's  School 
Farms ;  Miss  Harriet  Kevser,  of  C. 
A.  I.  L.;  Supt.  Freel,  of  the  S.  P.  C. 
A. ;  Miss  Lexow,  of  the  N.  Y.  Col- 
legiate Equal  Suffrage  League,  and 
Miss  Marston  of  the  National  Plant, 
Flower  and  Fruit  Guild. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Helen  Sahler, 

Secretary  House  Committee." 

Those  of  us  who  read  our  Bulle- 
tins must  remember  the  teas  all  last 
winter,  which  meant  a  good  deal  of 
labor  and  faithful  attendance  on  the 
part  of  the  House  Committee.  Our 
rooms  were  rented  to  the  Chicago  House 
Woman's  Club,  to  an  artist  for  an  ex-  Comm 
hibition,  the  Seaman's  Aid  Society  and 
others.  I  cannot  too  often  remind  the 
members  that  the  League  pays  no 
larger  rent  to  the  House  Committee 
than  it  paid  for  the  small  office  which 
it  previously  occupied,  where  we  had 
no  Assembly  Room. 


Finance  Committee  Report 

The  Finance  Committee  desires  to 
make  its  report  almost  in  the  form  of 
an  expression  of  thanks  for  the 
prompt  and  generous  response  of  the 
members  of  the  League  to  its  appeal. 
The  debt  of  one  thousand  dollars  has 
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l)cen  reduced  to  less  than  half,  and 
this  fortunate  result  has  been  largely 
brought  about  by  the  devotion  and 
unselfishness  of  a  lady  and  her  daugh- 
ter, who  with  very  little  outside  as- 
sistance wrote  by  hand  nearly  one 
thousand  letters. 

The  exact  Statement  is  as  follows : 


Donations 


It  has  been  asked  at  intervals  dur- 
ing the  Summer  just  why  the  League 
was  in  debt  to  the  sum  of  one  thou- 
sand dollars  and  what  it  represented? 

The  Finance  Committee  would  say 
that  it  is  obvious  that  ''bricks  cannot 
be  made  without  straw,"  nor  work 
done  without  expense,  and  that  the 
debt  of  the  printer,  Mr.  Lenz,  gradu- 
ally accrued  to  the  amount  of  one 
thousand  dollars  in  round  numbers, 
while  ready  money  was  used  for  ex- 
ecutive purposes.  That  Mr.  Lenz's 
bill  should  be  so  large  was  due  to  the 
cost  of  printing  the  Bulletin.  It  was 
therefore  the  desire  of  the  Finance 
Committee  to  pay  ofif  this  lon;^  stand- 
ing bill  with  all  possible  speed  and,  to 
avoid  its  recurrence,  to  put  the  Bulle- 
tin on  a  subscription  basis. 

The  Finance  Committee  has  suc- 
ceeded in  very  materially  reducing  Mr. 
Lenz's  bill,  but  it  has  failed  in  its 
other  aims. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
A.  F.  MacDougall, 

Chairman. 

Ice  Water  Fountain  Committee. 
Ladies  : 

Before  presenting  the  regular  an- 


nual report,  permit  me  to  make  a  brief 
statement  of  the  work  accomplished 
by  your  committee  in  the  seven  years 
of  its  existence.  In  that  time  we  have 
raised  $7,209.60,  of  which  about  $4,000 
has  been  expended  for  fountains,  and 
the  larger  part  of  the  balance  for  ice, 
money  being  especially  contributed  by 
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$544.00 

Mount, 
Treasurer. 

the  donors  for  that  purpose.  A  con- 
siderable sum  has  been  spent  in  re- 
moving fountains,  where  institutions 
were  obliged  to  give  them  up,  and  the 
balance  for  repairs,  turning  water  on 
and  off,  etc.  To  these  figures  should 
be  added  the  sums  sent  by  donors  of 
fountains  directly  to  the  institutions 
for  their  maintenance,  and  also  the 
money  expended  by  those  institutions 
which  themselves  provide  the  ice.  I 
think  if  all  those  sums  had  passed 
through  our  hands  that  the  League 
would  have  $10,000  on  the  credit  side. 
Xo  funds  have  been  used  for  salaries, 
postage,  or  stationery,  except  when  the 
annual  circulars  have  been  sent  out  in 
large  numbers,  so  that  contributors 
can  feel  that  every  dollar  has  gone  for 
the  work  itself. 

Twenty-one  fountains  in  all  have 
been  placed,  and  arduous  pains  taken 
to  find  the  most  needy  localities.  Seven 
of  the  fountains  through  unavoidable 
causes  have  had  to  be  removed  from 
the  original  sites.  Five  of  these  have 
new  homes  in  equally  desirable  dis- 
tricts, but  we  always  begrudge  the 
money,  part  of  which  has  thus  to  be 
twice  expended.  One  fountain,  re- 
moved last  season  from  the  Bowery 
Mission,  will  be  replaced  when  the 


FINANCE  COMMITTEE. 

treasurer's  statement  to  NOVEMBER  I,  iQOS. 


RECEIPTS. 


$544.00 


$544.00 


DISBURSEMENTS. 


Paper,  Envelopes,  Stamps,  etc. 
Rudolph  Lenz,  on  account.... 
Rudolph  Lenz,  on  account.  ..  . 


Balance  on  hand. 


(Signed)    E.  C. 
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-Mission  is  settled  in  its  new  quarters 
on  the  same  thirsty  thoroughfare.  Of 
one  fountain  only  must  we  report  a 
failure.  The  one  given  by  Mr.  A. 
Low  of  Brooklyn  for  erection  in  that 
city  was  unfortunately  located  and  had 
to  be  removed ;  given  over  to  the 
Brooklyn  Branch  of  the  League,  ow- 
ing to  the  physical  impossibility  of  its 
supervision  by  our  Committee  in  New 
York,  it  remains  in  storage  with  a 
small  balance  of  about  $40.00.  We 
still  hope  our  Brooklyn  sisters  will 
bestir  themselves  and  find  a  site  for  it. 

The  small  committee  of  eight  has 
been  exemplary  in  regular  attendance 
at  the  meetings  throughout  the  win- 
ter season,  and  there  have  been  few 
changes  in  the  personnel  from  the  be- 
ginning. I  wish  here  as  Chairman  to 
express  my  appreciation  of  their  en- 
thusiastic support. 

During  these  seven  years  we  have 
had  but  two  entertainments  to  raise 
money,  relying  rather  on  the  appeal 
of  the  work  itself  through  printed  cir- 
culars, distributed  as  widely  as  pos- 
sible. 

Our  rule  until  the  last  two  or  three 
years  has  been  not  to  erect  any  foun- 
tain unless  sure  of  its  maintenance  by 
the  donor  or  institution,  but  we  have 
had  to  modify  this  rule  somewhat  as, 
for  example,  when  donor  or  institu-* 
tion,  owing  to  hard  times,  were  unable 
to  provide  the  ice.  We  have  then  felt 
it  wiser  to  use  the  funds  for  that  pur- 
pose rather  than  to  erect  more  foun- 
tains. This  leads  up  to  the  annual 
report,  for  this  broken  rule  has  been 
especially  the  case  this  season,  several 
fountains  being  maintained  which 
were  formerly  self-supporting.  It  is 
needless  to  recall  to  your  minds  the 
phenomenal  heat  of  the  past  season 
and  almost  all  the  reports  show  an  in- 
creased demand  on  the  fountains,  and 
an  unusual  amount  of  water  taken 
home  by  the  women  to  the  tenements, 
in  pitchers.  From  one  mission  we 
heard  the  following,  ''Many  poor  un- 
employed men  who  slept  during  the 
summer  months  on  the  East  Fourth 
Street  dock  were  benefited  by  the  use 


of  the  . fountain  during  the  early  morn- 
ing hours,  getting  a  refreshing  drink 
and  using  the  basin  as  a  wash  bowl ! 
It  would  not  do  to  interfere  under 
present  conditions,  for  cleanliness  is 
next  to  Godliness."  One  other  pic- 
ture, among  many  comes  from  the 
Superintendent  of  Bethany  Chapel  on 
Tenth  Avenue.  She  writes,  ''During 
those  sweltering  hot  days,  the  east 
side  of  the  street  in  the  morning  would 
be  a  little  shaded.  The  people  used 
to  gather  in  that  shade  until  it  re- 
minded one  of  the  great  wall  of  Jeru- 
salem, and  from  that  wall  the  one  ex- 
cursion was  in  the  direction  of  our 
water  fountain.  Doesn't  that  look  as 
if  there  were  a  need  met  and  appre- 
ciated ?" 

One  new  fountain,  the  gift  of  Mrs. 
William  H.  Bliss,  was  placed  on  the 
new  building  of  the  Hudson  Guild  at 
438  West  27th  Street,  and  will  be  main- 
tained by  that  institution.  The  foun- 
tain located  at  the  Children's  Aid 
School  at  552  West  53d  Street,  was 
removed  at  the  request  of  the  Super- 
intendent, who  said  that  the  vandalism 
in  the  neighborhood  was  so  outrageous 
that  it  was  impossible  to  protect  the 
fountain  or  prevent  its  becoming  a 
nuisance.  We  reluctantly  changed  its 
quarters  to  an  industrial  building  be- 
longing to  the  Salvation  Army,  at  533 
West  48th  Street,  and  feel  glad  that 
it  is  under  the  efficient  supervision 
which  the  Salvation  Army  gives  to 
the  fountains  in  their  charge. 

In  the  spring  the  committee,  and 
through  them  the  Woman's  Municipal 
League,  became  interested  in  a  new 
fountain  called  the  "Centadrink  Foun- 
tain" which  furnishes  pure  water  in 
a  hygienic  fashion  for  a  penny  a  glass. 
Owing  to  the  saloon  interest  -few  have 
been  placed  by  the  company,  and  we 
gave  some  aid  towards  influencing  the 
city  authorities  so  that  another  one 
was  located  in  City  Hall  Park  during 
the  summer. 

For  Treasurer's  Report  of,  Ice  yVa.- 
ter  Fountains  Committee,  see  Treas- 
urer's Report. 


Report  of  Research 
Department 

In  November,  1907,  the  report  of 
this  Department  gave  an  outline  of  its 
work  among  Immigrant  Girls.  The 
co-operation  of  the  Prospect  Heights 
Branch  of  the  Woman's  Municipal 
League  and  of  Adelphi  College  made 
possible  the  completion  of  the  field 
work  in  Brooklyn  on  this  subject,  cov- 
ering 1,000  cases  including  the  follow- 
ing nationalities :  Italians,  Austrians, 
Germans,  Poles,  Scandinavians,  and 
English-speaking  peoples.  The  com- 
bined report  of  Brooklyn  and  Manhat- 
tan will  be  presented  to  the  Research 
Department  at  its  next  meeting. 

The  Notary  Public  investigation  be- 
gun in  May,  1908,  is  practically  fin- 
ished. This  has  proved  an  interesting 
as  well  as  necessary  piece  of  work,  and 
the  complete  report  in  detail  is  being 
prepared  and  will  doubtless  lead  to 
legislation. 

During  the  summer  investigation 
has  been  made  of  the  enforcement  of 
the  Well's  Steamship  Ticket  and 
Banking  Laws,  passed  in  1907  as  the 
result  of  the  work  of  the  Research 
Department.  Seven  cases  of  violation 
have  been  prepared  for  the  District 
Attorney's  office,  in  accordance  with 
the  agreement  with  Mr,  Jerome  that 
if  we  did  the  work  he  would  pay  for 
it.  The  Inter-Municipal  Research 
Committee  advanced  $400  for  this 
work  which  has  since  been  refunded 
to  the  treasurer  by  Mr.  Jerome.  These 
seven  cases  will  enable  a  thorough  test 
of  the  law  to  be  made. 

During  the  past  year,  heavy  de- 
mands have  been  made  on  the  office 
force  in  the  efifort  to  assist  the  unem- 
ployed.   We  at  one  time  maintained 

^  two  friendly  visitors,  besides  utilizing 
part  of  the  time  of  regular  investiga- 
tors. Several  hundred  immigrants 
have  come  personally  to  appeal  for 
help  and  these  do  not  include  the  cases 

"  visited  in  their  homes  by  the  friendly 
visitors.  These  visitors  speak  Italian, 
French;  and  German,  and  we  have  an 
interpreter  in  the  office  speaking  Yid- 


dish. In  this  way  we  manage  -  to  get 
an  intelligent  basis  for  relief  work. 
The  following  cases  show  a  bit  of  what 
can  be  done : 

Complaint  was  made  to  the  office 
by  an  Italian  immigrant  against  a 
banker  who  had  filed  bonds  under  the 
Well's  law,  of  non-transmittal  of 
money  to  Italy.  Investigation  was 
made  with  the  result  that  the  magis- 
trate issued  a  warrant  for  his  arrest 
on  a  charge  of  grand  larceny.  This 
case  is  up  for  trial  the  second  week 
in  November.  Though  held  on  a 
specific  charge  of  larceny  of  $50,  the 
total  claims  made  against  this  banker 
by  immigrants  are  in  the  neighborhood 
of  $10,000. 

Thirty  Italians  lodged  claims 
against  a  certain  banker  amounting  to 
$4,000.  Investigation  disclosed  that 
similar  claims,  amounting  to  about 
$40,000  were  already  lodged  against 
him.  The  matter  was  taken  up  with 
the  District  Attorney.  No  action 
could  be  taken  until  the  decision  of 
the  Federal  Court  on  Bankruptcy  Pro- 
ceedings (which  are  pending  in  that 
court)  has  been  made.  The  District 
Attorney  is  watching  the  bankruptcy 
proceedings  in  the  interest  of  the 
claims  brought  to  his  attention  by  this 
office. 

The  work  of  the  visitors  has  includ- 
ed verifying  addresses  where  there 
was  hope  of  employment,  not  only  for 
women,  but  for  men,  directing  appli- 
cants for  employment  to  the  proper 
organizations,  etc.  In  this  way  we 
sent  many  Italians  to  the  different 
Italian  organizations,  especially  the 
labor  bureaus,  and  through  their  ef- 
forts, combined  with  ours,  work  was 
secured  or  asssistance  given  to  go 
back  to  their  own  country. 

The  State  Immigration  Bill  was 
passed  in  May,  1908 — as  a  result  of 
the  combined  efforts  of  the  Research 
Department,  the  Inter-Municipal  Re- 
search Committee  and  the  Association 
of  Neighborhood  Workers,  creating  a 
non-salaried  Commission  of  Immigra- 
tion, consisting  of  nine  members.  Miss 
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Frances  A.  Kellor  is  a  member  of  this 
Commission. 

The  Commission  has  since  estab- 
Hshed  headquarters  at  19  East  26th 
Street  and  is  carrying  out  much  of  the 
work  that  the  Research  Department 
found  it  impossible  to  do  with  the 
limited  funds. 

This  Department  co-operated  also 
in  the  passage  of  the  bill  for  Investi- 
gation of  Inferior  Courts,  and  secured 


an  amendment  to  the  Bank  bill,  bring- 
ing deposits  as  well  as  foreign  ex- 
change business  within  the  bond. 

The  work  of  this  Department  is 
difficult  to  note,  as  from  its  very  na- 
ture much  of  it  cannot  be  made  public 
until  completion. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Pendleton  Kennedy, 

Secretary. 

November  10,  1908. 


The  Woman*s  Municipal  League  of  the  City  of  New  York, 


TREASURER'S  REPORT. 
Nov.  I,  1907,  to  Oct.  31,  1908. 


RECEIPTS. 

To   Balance  in   Cash  at 

Fifth     Avenue  Bank, 

Nov.  I,  1907  

Donation  1907- 1908   $739.00 

Donation   from  Districts 

1907- 1908    172.25 

Dues  1907- 1908   64.00 

Dues  from  Districts,  1907- 

1908   227.00 

Life  Members,  1907-1908.  1,000.00 
Sustaining  Members,  1907- 

1908   218.00 

Receipts,  for  Washington 

Heights    28.00 

Children's  Fountain  Fund  328.31 
From  Telephone    32.70 

"    Research  Dep't  for 

Bulletin  space...  46.25 

"    Notices  Morrisania.  .66 

"     Notices  Mur'y  Hill  1.44 


$10.16 


2,857.61 
$2,S67.77 


DISBURSEMENTS. 

Rents  to  Oct.  31,  1908   $600.00 

Office  Expense    196.84 

Salaries  to  Oct.  31,  1908..  983-62 

Telephone                       .  108.95 

Stationery    62.70 

Payments  on  account  of 

loans    300.00 

Bulletin                          .  99-89 

Loans  to  House  Commit- 
tee   50.00 

Washington  Heights  ....  28.00 

Sundries    19-64  2,449.64 

Children's  Fountain  Fund  328.31 

Treasurer's  Office  Balance  89.82 

Balance  in  Fifth  Ave- 
nue Bank    418.13 


$2,867.77 


HOUSE  ACCOUNT. 
Nov.  I,  1907,  to  Oct.  31,  1908. 


RECEIPTS. 

Balance  Nov.  i,  1907   $90.48 

Rents   $5,508.65 

Donations    10.00 

From   Treasurer's  Office 

(loan)    50.00  5,568.65 


$5,659.13 


DISBURSEMENTS. 

Rents   :^i^.cv. .$3,999.96 

Repairs  to  house.   285.73 

Janitor,  etc   73i.i2 

Light  and  heat   510.01 

A^ccount  of  piano   67.00 

Burlap    31-50 

Sundries    18.59  $5,643-91 

Balance  in  N.  Y.  Pro- 
duce Exchange  Bank.  15.22 

$5,659-13 
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ICE  WATER  FOUNTAIN  COMMITTEE. 


RECEIPTS. 


To  Balance  Nov.  i,  1907   $188.00 

From  Printed  Appeals    495-25 

Mrs.  N.  M.  E.  Dodge   ico.co 

Mrs.  Potter  Kling   i59-0O 

Miscellaneous   75-50 

Interest  at  Bank   5-33 


$1,023.08 


Cash   $175-5^ 

To  be  received  for  maintenance  of 

fountain    73-o6 


$248.57 


DISBURSEMENTS. 


For  Ice   $476.05 

Repairs,  alteration,  etc   101.38' 

Reinstalling   fountain.   West  48th 

Street    40.59 

Hudson  Guild    161.50 

Circulars,  etc   68.05 

By  Balance,  cash  on  hand,  October 

31,  1908   175.51 


$1,023.08 


STREET  INVESTIGATION  (GREENWICH)  COMMITTEE. 


RECEIPTS. 

July  to  October  31,  1908.  . 


$225.00 


$225.00 


DISBURSEMENTS. 

Envelopes    $11.00 

Stamps    11.00 

Messenger  boy    .55 

By  Balance,  cash  on  hand,  October 

31,  1908   202.45 

$225.00 


Research  Department. 

TREASURER'S  REPORT. 
November  i,  1907,  to  November  i,  1908. 


RECEIPTS. 

Balance  forward,  October, 

1907    $18.27 

Contributions    2,211.39 

Dues  from  members   10.04 

Rent,  3  months,  studio.  . .  150.00 

Immigration  Committee, 
W.  T.  U.  L.,  Chicago, 

Ellis  Island  Work   100.00 

Prospect  Heights  Branch, 
W.  M.  L.,  investigation 

of  immigrant  women.  .  465.00 

Inter-Municipal  Research 
Committee,  immigration 

fund    422.50 

Inter-Municipal  Research 

Committee,  tel   52.75 

Outside  use  of  telephone.  2.90 

Loans    150.00 

Sale  of  chairs  and  settee 

(I.  G.  A.)   22.00  $3,604.85 


DISBURSEMENTS. 

Salaries   $1,166.55 

Rent    1,045.00 

Fellowship,  Adelphi  Col- 
lege   250.00 

Inter-Municipal  Research 

Committee,  annual  dues  250.00 

Telephone    232.20- 

Refund  of  loans   150.CO 

Printing    268.78 

Office  expenses    199.00 

Bulletin,  W.  M.  L   30.00 

Interpreter    5.26 

Exchange  on  checks   .60  $3,597.39 


Balance  on  hand 


$7.46 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee of  the  Woman's  Munici- 
pal League  and  the  Women's 
Auxiliary  of  the  Civil  Service 
Reform  Association, 

The  joint  committee  of  the  Wo- 
men's Municipal  League  and  the 
Women's  Auxiliary  of  the  Civil  Ser- 
vice Reform  Association  held  three 
meetings  during  the  winter  of  1907- 
1908,  Mrs.  Redding  and  Mrs.  Long- 
fellow representing  the  Woman's 
Municipal  League,  and  Miss  Hutchin- 
son the  Women's  Auxiliary  of  the 
Civil  Service  Reform  Association. 
The  committee  considered  and  acted 
upon  two  matters  as  follows : 

First. — It  was  considered  advisable 
that  a  closer  intercourse  should  exist 
between  the  two  associations,  from 
which  would  result  to  each  a  more  in- 
timate knowledge  of  the  aims  and 
ideals  of  the  other.  To  this  end,  the 
committee  recommended  that  the  Wo- 
men's Auxiliary  be  given  an  oppor- 
tunity to  participate  in  the  monthly 
meetings  of  the  League.  This  recom- 
mendation was  rejected  by  the  Wo- 
man's Municipal  League. 

Second. — The  committee  recom- 
mended that  the  Auxiliary  be  asked 
to  reinforce  the  League's  request  to 
the  Board  of  Education  for  an  appro- 
priation to  carry  on  talks  on  Civics  at 
the  Mothers'  Monthly  Aleetings  in 
the  public  schools.  The  Auxiliary, 
however,  did  not  feel  justified  in  act- 
ing upon  this  suggestion,  because  of 
the  excessive  demands  already  made 
upon  the  Board  of  Education,  but 
offered  its  assistance  in  securing 
speakers,  if  arrangements  could  be 
made  to  have  such  talks  independent 
of  the  regular  appropriations  of  the 
Board  of  Education. 

Respectfully  subrnitted, 
Julia  L.  D.  Longfellow, 
Chairman  of  the  Joint  Committee 
of  the  Woman's  Municipal 
League  and  the  Women's  Aux- 
iliary of  the  Civil  Service  Reform 
Association. 


Consumer's  League  Plea 
for  the  Workers 

The  desire  to  make  others  happy  at  this 
joyous  season  should  move  you  not  to  do 
your  Christmas  shopping  after  the  middle  of 
December,  and  not  to  shop  in  the  evening, 

Because  for  thousands  of  men,  women 
and  children  the  holiday  season  has  come 
to  mean  chiefly  weariness  due  to  excessive 
work,  followed  often  by  illness  and  still 
ottener  by  an  enforced  holiday  without  pay, 
a  bitter  inversion  of  the  order  of  holiday 
cheer ; 

And  because,  aside  from  the  employees 
visible  in  the  stores,  there  is  another  army  of 
workers  directly  affected  by  the  Christmas 
rush— the  change-makers,  bundle-wrappers, 
packers,  drivers  and  delivery  boys.  The 
work  of  the  last-named  four  groups  con- 
tinues for  many  hours  after  the  stores  are 
closed  ;  and  the  bitter  hardships  suffered  by 
the  delivery  boys  in  the  form  of  hunger, 
cold,  sleeplessness  and  consequent  illness 
constitute,  year  after  year,  a  tragedy  of  the 
Christmas  season. 

Shoppers  can  prevent  all  this  by  buying 
early  in  the  month  of  December,  and  early 
in  the  day.  It  is  not  the  merchants  w  ho  wish 
the  opening  of  the  stores  in  the  evening,  but 
their  customers  who  buy  late  in  the  month 
and  late  in  the  day.   If  you  will  buy  your 

Christmas  Candy 

at  least  a  week  before  Christmas,  you  will 
relieve  the  girls  in  the  candy  factories  and 
stores  of  some  of  the  fatigue  and  exhaustion 
they  sutlered  last  year  on  account  of  night 
work. 

Let  us  keep  what  is  good  in  the  Christmas 
festival.  Let  us  be  quite  sure  that  for  those 
who  serve  in  the  stores  Christmas  may  be  a 
season  of  peace  on  earth,  good  will  to  men. 

Remember  to  do  your  Christmas  shopping 

before  December  15 

Especial  attention  is  called  to  the  results  of 
last  year's  investigation  by  the  ConsuiMEr's 
League  of  the  candy  stures,  in  which  it  was 
found  that  some  women  were  working  stand- 
ing from  8  a.  m.  to  10  and  11  p.  m.,  midnight, 
and  even  later,  in  order  to  fill  the  last  orders 
for  Christmas  candies.  This  year  several 
candy  dealers  are  uniting  with  the  League 
in  urging  that  orders  be  placed  on  or  before 
December  15.  They  assure  the  freshness  of 
goods  so  ordered. 

Will  you  not  especially  remember  about 
the  candy  in  doing  your  Christmas  shopping 
and  order  early  in  the  month  and  early  in 
the  day  ? 
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REPORTS  FROM  BRANCHES 


lUIOOKLTN  HBIOHTH 


KIP'B  HAY... 
MOItltlHANIA 


wimitAv  ini.i>, 


niVKUHllHO 


WAHIIINUTUN  IIIOIOUTH 


BZFUf  DITUU  : 


ro  nMwnrcti  r»Pi»nrlment  Mlarjr  of  In 
vt-Htlgfllor  ot  Wnmen  luimlgrants  b 
ftroftfelTn,  J7C0,0(>i  In  Onlral  000 
from  tfiln  Brnnrh.  $2r..flO ;  to  CcntrR 
Ofllrc  from  ihn  Chnlrmnn  of  Branch 
126.00;  to  ffxhlbit  of  fonaPitfd  Dli 
trlclii,  |2fl,00:  total.  |82n.<}0. 


PkorosBo  BzpmmtBM 


-.NoT^mber.  Deermber,  Jnnuary.  February,  Mnvcb, 


>  L.  I.  Council 


Alxjiit  tSr..f)0. 

niHlrlfl  r-)l|i4>n(inu 


To  C(^nlro1   Commltepc   $20,80;  prtl 
—       ■  'loncry,    $:t.00 ;  mmflrl 
>  tor  fniiiitaln. 


ConJitiintly  liu'rrnHlns  r 


ynpwrltor.   t-lO.OO ;  ntidttlni 
iitrcM  work.  J76.00 :  CPtiti 
■imdrk-fl.    |S».2Q.  Tolnl. 


g,  l»fi.(lW 
iT  112ft  7  !< 


ttmpiilim  fund.  »2r.  00 ;  to  CentJ 
i'jn.OO;  to  prlnllnn  and  uliitlonW 
I   .      10.38;  pcrcfi 


Tu  Cnilrul  Cuinnilllpc.  |10.00. 


■r  rent,  of  .liips  to  ci 
n  whole.    Vive  dollni 
'  SIrpi'lB  roiuinlllrp.     Fifty  doll: 
Waring  Juvenile  Leagues. 


ftlngB  from  Octotioi 


of  league  r,tKht  e<>nfrnl 


Work  AccoupLisnsD 


icatlonal  work  hv  leclun-s— Dr.  Karllngion  on  the  work 
t  Houltb  Depariinpnt.  I>r.  James  l\  Hiinej  on  indua- 
rial  TralnlriK  In  I'ubllc  Schools.  Mr,  llrown  on  work  of 
anltora'  Assricintlon.  Visit*  of  commlttpos  to  Adatna  _  . 
ollcc  Stutlun.  Public  Libraries  and  I'niillc  Schools.  Cash 
reavntt'd  to  I'ubllo  School  No.  S.  Support  of  work  of 
le  Probation  Offlcr-r  Mrs.  Parks,  bv  contributing  $25.00 
tvard  salarv  ami  by  "ur  membi-r.    Mrs.  Camphi-n's  v  ' 


nin 

i«r  giving  the  xnlary  of 

A?Ian.°r'ol'l8li.  "(;.Vi'im'i" 
id  LIthuanlnii  rmcN  hn< 
lie  Information  hns  bpcn 
!ed  the  moEt  help,  also 
duitrlal  conditions. 


th<> 


an  InvpstlBalor  iti  tbp  Hpsfarch 
IminlKranls  In  Itn^oklyn  of  tlie 
H.ilKiiiliin.  Scandinavian.  H\ova 
;i-  lii'oii  vUllod.  and  much  vntu 
),'iiini>d  US  to  whtcb  nnilooalllk' 
as  to  Ibi'lr  living,  housing,  am 


rovemont  In  care  of  s 
tf.    Public  schools 

^.  _  _'rom  S.  C.  Dept. 
tpnifl  ivp..rt.d  us.  fnl 
tlon  li>.ii-—         '  t.  .1  ,1 


larket  repaired  aft 
0  Street.  Health,  I', 
ulsnnces.  The  fmi 
n  the  district  Insjii-^ 
estlgntlon  of  incn'-i 
line  relative  to  awn 
nlntly  with  Strerts 
  -  tributl.ii 


rcela.  Chclsen  Park  made  ready 
visited.  Kefiise  cans  and  lltera- 
tfiil   to  CHi'h  Hi-hi>i>|  which  I'rin 


I. !>.■<.     A  lari:i- 
I  III  n  saving  of 

'  -111  111 ligation  of 
1 1 1  r  f  oil  n  I  a  In  on  Jeff  e  i 
[•bilnt.  Complaints  ir 
Ilk  Depnrtnienla  rogardlng 

fountain  a  of  the  Leaguo 
M  .l  for  as  to  repairs.  In- 
fr.ot  Cleaning  Dept.  since 
■liiils  and  prizes  for  merit, 

iif  the  LeagTie,  aided  by 
-rny  Hill  Branch. 


Inwood.  the  fliling  In  of  r 
hakcrv  at  southwest  coi 
lovated  nnd  iml  in  <nn' 

till  Hoiinl  C.-tiipiinv  ..f  Hi- 


Violations  of  Tenement  House  law  reported  personally  to  tt-'puty  Com. 
misslonrr  and  In  ninny  cases  conditions  comjilalned  of  vfWa  remedied 
Protest  to  Street  Cleaning  Department  agntiist  condition  of  «lriviv  and 
carelessness  of  ash  and  garbage  collectors.    Itesulla  not  strlltTlg. 


Col 


iiilttf 


1  Str< 


Deparlmont.  Bui 
vacant  lots,  vivr.-  i 
Street  Commltt.-r, 
Island  Boulevanl 
Wnilamaburgh  Hn 
tors  and  Asaeml'h 
»auie  In  regard  u< 
and  placing  It  In 
passed,  signed  by  the  Ut 
Police  Captain  In  reganl  to 
■     "       and  girls  In  Park. 


e  Invited  Brooklyn  'IVnement 

Itcsult  :  He  sees  condltlonn 
write  and  visit"  Police  Depart 
of  Public  Buildings  witli  n. 

IT,. I  I.,  tiio  City  Com  ■■ 


1  the 


I  dir. 


;:ommllMibner  t. 
which  atirprlsi 
nent.  StP-flt  01. 
>  resiilta  for  e 

Hue  to  tlie  clT.i 
n.unn  ('  till' 


Nkw  Work  Proims 


Our  flrit  meeting  of  the  aenion  was  held  ( 


'o  visit  the  City  Controller  In  regard  to  cleaner  con- 
ditions of  vacant  lots,  work  for  the  bill  for  on 
prisoners  pn  route  to 


for 


-  .1  olaced   

1  ■■■■  un  Jail  wrote  twent; 
'1-1  net  nnd  had  ten  Ini 
I  lie  Jail  out  of  the  hands  o|  the  sherllT 
ucnt  of  Correction:  Itesnit  :  The  hill 
-  and  became  a  law.  Vlstlat  to  Precinct 
iioynncen  to  lliMidtal  and  MI'Qiloii  Home 
Keaiilt  :    Ppncefui  nights  atifl  days  this 


th  institutions, 
of  Parks  Smith,  Supt.  of  Schools  Maxwell.  D«i>j 


ommissloni  .   ._  _      .         __  __   .    _    __        .  -  . 

sloner  of  Street  Cleaning  ICdwards,  and  Dr.  Lplpzlger.  Botf 
lion  Supervisor  of  Free  r<ectures. 

treet  Comnilsslnner.  Maglstrales'  Courts,  police  matrons  nif4 

tnlrir!.  tile  Itureau  of  Buildings,  some  of  the  schools  In  I 

vlxlled  In  person.  Both  our  visits  nnd  letters  received  at 

reiiuests  have  been  genernlly  heeded. 


Id  Jails  instead  of  In  the  i    „ 

llniied  anciitloii  with  our  precinct  poIlM 

 innoyances  by   habitues  of  Port 
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League  Calendar 


SECOND  MONDAYS 

Ice-^Vater  Fountains  Committee,  Residence  of 
Mrs.  Thomas  M.  Dillingham,  Chairman, 
8  West  49th  Street  10  a.  m . 

Morrisania,  19  East  26th  Street  10.30  a  m. 

Research  Department,  19  East  26th  Street. . .  10  30  a.  m. 

THIRD  MONDAY 

Streets  Committee,  19  East  26th  Street,  Jan.  18,  11  a.  m. 

Al  L  TL'ESDAYS 

Riverside  Juvenile  Leag^ue,  Gymnasium  St. 
Michael's  Parish  House,  99th  Street  and 
Amsterdam  Avenue  7.30  p.  m. 

FIRST  TUESDAYS 

Riverside.  Residence  of  Mrs.  Percival 

Knauth,  302  West  76th  Street  11  a.  m. 

ALL  WEDNESDAYS 

Riverside  Juvenile  Leajjue,  Drawing  Section, 
St.  Michael's  Parish  House,  ggth  Street 
and  Amsterdam  Avenue  3  30  P  ni. 

SECOND  WEDNESDAYS 

Greenwich,  Residence  of  Miss  Day ,  Chairman, 

28  Fifth  Avenue  11.30  a.  m. 

THIRD  WEDNESDAYS 

Central  Committee,  19  East  26th  Street  10.30  a.  m. 

FOURTH  WEDNESDAYS 
Murray    Hill,   Residence   of    Mrs.  Barkley, 

Chairman,  14  East  60th  Street  10.30  a.  m. 

THURSDAYS  FOLLOWING  THIRD 

WEDNESDAY 

Public  Meeting  of  the  League,  19  East  26th 

Street  11  a.  m. 

SECOND  THURSDAYS 

Riverside  Juvenile  League,  Business  Meeting, 

St.  Michael's  Parish  House  7.45  p.  m. 

FOURTH  THURSDAYS 

Riverside  Juvenile  League,  Business  Meeting, 

St.  Michael's  Parish  House  7.45  p.  m. 

LAST  THURSDAY 

Brooklyn  Heights,  Brooklyn  Barnard  Club, 

132  Remsen  Street  10..30  a.m. 

Executive  Meeting,  same  day  10  a.  m. 

FIRST  FRIDAYS 

House  Committee,  19  East  26th  Street  4  p.  m. 

Tenements  Committee,  19  East  26th  Street  11  a.  m. 

FOURTH  FRIDAYS 
Chelsea,  Chelsea  Girls'  Club,  434  West  2Gth  St..  .2  p.  m. 

MORRISANIA  SUBDIVISIONS 

No  notice  received. 


PROSPECT  HEIGHTS,  BROOKLYN 

Last  of  each  month.    Subject  to  call. 
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WOMAN'S  MUNICIPAL  LEAGUE 
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The  regular  monthly  meeting  of  the  Woman's  Municipal  League  to  <which 
all  members  and  their  friends  are  in'vited,  ivill  take  place  at  the  Headquarters 
of  the  League,  t9  East  26th  Street,  on  Thursday,  January  21^ 
at  //  a.m. 

The  subject  of  the  day  mjill  be  The  Waring  Juvenile  League,  One  of  the 
boys  mjill  read  a  paper  upon  the  ivork, 

Mr,  Marvin,  the  director,  and  Miss  Peters,  Chairman  of  the  Waring 
Twvenile  League's  Committee,  Infill  give  detailed  accounts  of  this  interesting 
phase  of  civic  effort, 

M.  C.  Aldrich,  President. 


Waring  Prize  Medal  Report 

At  the  regular  monthly  public  meet- 
ing of  the  League,  held  on  Thursday, 
December  i/th,  1908,  Miss  Day, 
Chairman  of  the  Greenwich  Local  Ln- 
provement  District,  gave  the  follow- 
ing report  of  the  Streets  Investigation 
recently  conducted  in  that  District : 

To  succeed  in  any  branch  of  work 
it  is  desirable  to  have  a  clear  general 
idea  of  the  whole  question  and  I 
want  to  touch  for  a  moment  on  the 
subject  of  a  clean  city,  which  is  the 
ultimate  purpose  and  end  of  all  *our 
endeavors. 

To  help  secure  this,  three  lines  of 
effort  seem  open  to  our  membership, 
all  desirable  and  worth  while.  The 
first,  which  I  am  to  report  on  now,  is 


to  show  recognition  by  the  public  of 
good  service  performed  by  the  city's 
employees,  and  help  create  a  standard 
of  excellence  for  them  through  merit 
reward.  The  second  is  to  raise  the 
standard  of  the  public  itself  and  teach 
the  citizen,  man  and  woman,  boy  and 
girl,  how  to  use  our  streets  more 
carefully,  through  civics  courses  in  the 
schools  and  educational  work  outside. 
The  third  is  to  arouse  public  opinion 
so  that  the  Magistrates  will  enforce 
city  ordinances  by  punishing  infrac- 
tions with  sufficient  severity. 

The  Woman's  Municipal  League  is 
trying  to  do  its  share  in  these  three 
directions,  and  there  is  really  no  end 
to  what  can  be  accomplished  if  we 
practically,  seriously,  and  continuously 
take  the  subject  in  hand.    The  begin- 


All  Communicaiions  should  be  sent  to  THE  WOMAN'S  MUNICIPAL  LEAGUE, 

/p  East  26th  Street. 


nings  already  made  are  so  encourag- 
ing and  show  such  a  ready  response 
from  city  ofihcials  and  citizens  aHke 
that  it  seems  apparent  there  is  great 
opportunity  for  usefulness.  What 
was  done  in  the  Greenwich  Branch, 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Streets 
Committee  of  the  League,  with  finan- 
cial help  from  Murray  Hill  and  Kip's 
Bay,  in  giving  the  Waring  medals 
and  money  to  the  men  of  the  Street 
Cleaning  Department  in  the  district, 
belongs  to  the  first  class  of  work.  It 
was  the  result  of  a  conference  with 
Commissioner  Crowell  at  the  League, 
when  I  asked  him  if  he  would  have 
any  objections  to  prizes  being  given 
in  one  district  as  an  experiment,  and 
it  was  his  suggestion  that  we  give 
medals  as  well  as  money  prizes  to  the 
men,  calling  them  Waring  medals,  to 
bring  before  the  working  force  of  the 
Department,  in  a  practical  and  tangi- 
ble way,  the  name  of  the  man  who 
first  had  the  energy,  ability,  and  de- 
votion to  organize  the  Department  and 
clean  the  New  York  of  1895.  We  of 
1908,  even  with  the  present  day  diffi- 
culties, can  hardly  realize  what  they 
were  in  the  beginning. 

Although  in  starting  the  plan  we 
thus  had  the  Commissioner's  approval, 
we  found  it  rather  a  puzzling  matter 
to  work  out.  At  once  the  question 
came  up  of  how  to  decide  on  the  in- 
dividual merits  of  the  men !  We  real- 
ised that  no  volunteer  workers  could 
do  this,  as  the  standards  would  vary 
and  some  one  person  must  be  respon- 
sible. We  were  told  by  different 
people  that  we  could  never  succeed 
and  we  realized  that  we  could  not  af- 
ford to  do  it  badly.  As  there  was  an 
investigator  to  be  employed  by  a  joint 
committee  of  the  League  and  the 
People's  Institute  half  time,  we  de- 
cided to  take  her  other  time.  The 
plan  worked  admirably  and  I  think  it 
.  a  matter  of  satisfaction  and  pride  to 
^11  concerned  that  this  work  may  be 
no  longer  considered  an  experiment, 
but  a  demonstrated  fact. 

When  we  had  settled  on  our 
worker,  we  had  a  series  of  confer- 


ences with  the  Commissioner,  and  he 
put  all  the  necessary  facts  and  infor- 
mation as  to  details  into  her  hands, 
giving  the  Committee  a  very  carefully 
prepared  colored  map  of  our  district, 
indicating  the  sections,  stables,  dumps, 
etc.  An  exchange  of  formal  letters 
settled  that  our  investigator's  record 
should  have  50  per  cent,  credit, 
and  the  Street  Cleaning  Department's 
record  of  their  men,  50  per  cent. 

The  Greenwich  meeting  in  May 
was  given  up  to  the  plan,  and  in  June 
the  work  began,  extending  over  a 
period  of  five  months,  by  a  system  of 
observation  carefully  worked  out,  and 
with  markings  similar  to  those  used 
in  the  Department. 

During  the  hot  summer  months  the 
task  was  no  easy  one  and  our  first 
investigator.  Miss  Julia  Schoenfeld, 
finding  her  work  on  the  other  Com- 
mittee at  night  and  with  ours  during 
the  day  too  exhausting,  resigned  her 
place  to  Miss  Gertrude  Unger,  who 
has  proved  equally  capable,  and  car- 
ried the  work  to  its  successful  finish. 
The  difficulties  of  the  work,  to  know 
the  two  hundred-odd  men  concerned, 
their  routes,  the  sections,  the  Depart- 
ment regulations,  etc.,  were  at  first 
really  great ;  and,  if  it  had  not  been 
for  the  constant  courtesy  and  infor- 
mation freely  given  by  the  Commis- 
sioner and  the  local  representatives  of 
the  Department,  we  might  have  be- 
come discouraged.  However,  everyone 
persevered,  and  at  the  close  of  the 
period  Miss  Unger  gave  the  Commit- 
tee her  list  to  compare  with  that  of 
the  Department.  It  was  very  satis- 
factory to  find  that  the  best  men  on 
her  list  were  also  those  of  the  Street 
Cleaning  Department,  and  goes  to 
show  that  good  work  will  be  recog- 
nized. Of  the  116  sweepers,  a  very 
large  number  were  found  doing  their 
work  excellently,  and  Miss  Unger 
really  had  great  difficulty  in  narrow- 
ing down  to  one.  We,  therefore,  de- 
cided to  have  an  honor  list  of  six  men 
besides.  Miss  Unger  reports  the 
sweepers  as  enthusiastic  about  the 
contest,  good  steady  workers,  and  as 


cleanly  as  their  work  permits.  Of  the 
59  drivers  she  did  not  speak  so  well. 
They  were  much  more  irregular  and, 
as  one  of  the  crying  needs  of  the  De- 
partment is  a  larger  appropriation  to 
pay  for  more  carts  and  drivers,  it 
makes  it  very  difficult  to  correctly 
judge  them  as  the  foremen  cannot  en- 
force such  strict  standards  when  they 
already  have  too  much  to  do.  How- 
ever, we  found  one  driver  whom  we 
thought  worthy  of  recommendation ; 
of  the  eleven  foremen  all  but  one  had 
good  records,  and  on'  the  17th  of 
November  the  medals  were  presented 
at  Stable  "E"  on  West  Fifteenth 
Street. 

To  anyone  interested  in  these  Street 
Cleaning  problems  and  in  the  men,  it 
was  really  a  pleasure  to  see  them 
drawn  up  in  rows  on  the  street  in 
front  of  the  stable,  facing  the  platform 
which  the  Commissioner  had  had  ar- 
ranged, and  draped  with  flags  and 
greens,  where  the  Mayor,  Mrs.  War- 
ing (widow  of  Colonel  Waring),  who 
was  to  present  the  medals  to  the  men 
for  the  League,  and  some  of  the  other 
ladies  stood.  Invitations  were  sent  by 
the  Commissioner  to  a  large  number 
of  people  and  all  members  of  the 
League  were  invited.  During  the  pres- 
entation the  street  was  closed  by  the 
police,  and  the  ]Mayor  made  a  short 
address  to  the  men  on  the  claim  of  the 
city  to  good  work  and  the  responsi- 
bility of  himself  and  them  to  give  it. 

After  the  medals  were  presented  by 
Mrs.  Waring  and  the  money  by  Mrs. 
Thomas  R.  French,  our  \'ice-President, 
it  was  quite  touching  to  see  the  large 
bouquet  the  men  had  prepared  for 
Mrs.  Waring  and  the  pride  with  which 
the  prize-sweeper  presented  it.  I  wish 
all  our  members  could  see  him  at  work 
wearing  his  medal.  The  prizes  were 
won  by  sweeper  Sebastian  Russo,  with 
an  honorable  discharge  from  the  Army 
in  the  Civil  War  to  his  credit  and  a 
clear  record  of  eleven  years  in  the  De- 
partment, driver  Charles  Selig.  with  a 
much  shorter  but  also  clear  record, 
and  foreman  Michael  Trainor.  of  Sec- 
tion 9.    The  list  of  honor  men  were 


Peter  Parker,  John  Koster.  John 
Tuomey,  Orasio  Monastero,  Giovanni 
Giusta  and  Marcus  Zussman.  As  evi- 
dent from  the  names,  the  majority 
were  foreign,  largely  Italian,  with 
some  Germans,  Russians  and  a  few 
colored  men,  of  whom  one  man  was 
on  the  Honor  List.  The  medals  were 
designed  from  a  portrait  belonging  to 
Mrs.  Waring  by  J.  E.  Roine,  gold 
medallist  Paris  Salon  of  1897,  and 
Hors  de  Concours  St.  Louis,  1903, 
and  are  signed  by  him.  They  were 
cast  by  the  Janitschek  Company. 

In  closing  this  season's  work  we 
feel  our  experiment  justified  and 
earnestly  hope  to  see  the  work  taken 
up  and  extended  as  largely  as  possi- 
ble, and  would  again  remind  people 
that  to  recognize  good  work  is  as  im- 
portant in  raising  a  standard  as  to 
criticise  bad.  For  many  years  the  cor- 
rupting political  influences  have  been 
steadily  "on  the  job — is  it  not  time 
that  the  citizen  should  be  too,  ready 
to  encourage  and  co-operate  in  all 
good  ends  sought  by  the  city  or  for  it  ? 

Katharine  S.  Day. 


Treasurer's  Report 

The  outlook  for  1909  is  distinctly 
encouraging.  We  start  with  $500  to 
invest  for  permanent  fund  from  two 
Life  Memberships,  and  all  the  Dis- 
tricts are  showing  an  increased  sup- 
port of  Central,  except  two  or  three 
who,  we  hope,  may  yet  do  so. 

I  have  transferred  the  account  from 
the  Fifth  Avenue  Bank  to  the  Lincoln 
Trust  Company,  for  convenience  of 
daily  deposit — almost  a  necessity  with 
our  new  system  of  finance — and,  in 
addition,  if  we  can  keep  our  account 
over  $500  we  earn  a  2  per  cent  inter- 
est, so  1  hope  that  District  Treasurers 
will  call  for  their  money  only  when 
actually  needed  to  pay  bills.  Miss 
Fuller's  absence  at  this  critical  stage 
of  newness  in  our  system  of  bookkeep- 
ing I  should  feel  much  more  were  it 
not  for  the  generosity  of  our  President 
in  supplying  a  very  good  substitute. 


REPORT   OF  TREASURER 


Receipts. 

Balance  at  bank,  Nov.  i,  1908  $418.13 

Repaid  by  Tea  Committee   10.00 


Total    $428.13 


Report  of  Committees 

FINANCE  COMMITTEE. 

The  Finance  Committee  will  meet 
regularly  on  the  second  Tuesday  of 
each  month  at  11  A.M.,  and  it  is  to 
consist  of  the  Board  of  Directors  and 
the  District  Treasurers. 

At  our  first  meeting  for  the  new 
fiscal  year  the  whole  subject  of  the 
rearrangement  of  the  League's  system 
of  finance  and  bookkeeping  was  dis- 
cussed as  well  as  the  best  methods  of 
meeting  our  obligations.  Such  ques- 
tions as  district  percentages,  donations 
and  subscriptions,  life  membership  in- 
vestment, the  advisability  of  putting 
the  Bulletin  upon  a  subscription 
basis  for  members  whose  districts  do 
not  pay  a  percentage  to  the  League 
large  enough  to  offset  their  share  of 
the  cost  of  the  Bulletin,  were  dis- 
cussed as  breaking  the  ground  for 
future  action  by  the  Committee  at  its 
next  meeting. 

The  Treasurer  wishes  earnestly  to 
urge  upon  all  districts  at  present  pay- 
ing only  10  per  cent  to  the  League 
the  inadequacy  of  this  payment,  and 
again  ask  if  it  is  not  possible  to  in- 
crease it  either  by  donation  or  larger 
percentage  to  at  least  an  average  of 
50  per  cent  of  the  dues. 

The  President  is  to  furnish  us  a 
list  of  names,  for  our  next  meeting, 
for  an  Advisory  Board  of  gentlemen, 
and  I  hope  this  may  inspire  other  gen- 


Dishursements. 


Office  help   $16.00 

Nov.  Bulletin  (Lenz)   40.00 

Telephone,  Nov.  i   5.20 

Balance  in  bank,  Dec.  i   366.93 


Total    $428.13 

Balance  in  bank,  Dec.  i   366.93 

Children's  Fountain  Fund   328.31 


Treasurer's  balance   $38.62 


K.  S.  Day,  Treasurer. 

erous  and  civic  minded  citizens  to  add 
to  our  list  of  life  members. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

(Signed)    Katharine  S.  Day, 

Chairman  Finance  Com. 

committee  on  streets 

During  the  past  month  the  Streets 
Committee  has  been  considering  means 
and  methods  of  extending  the  work 
for  clean  streets,  particularly  in  re- 
gard to  the  civic  syllabus  used  in  the 
public  schools  and  recommendations 
made  in  Miss  Unger's  report  on  the 
Streets  Investigation. 

It  is  very  desirable  to  push  the  work 
in  all  the  directions  in  which  the 
League  has  already  started,  to  make 
more  general  the  rewarding  of  meri- 
torious work:  by  the  men  of  the  Street 
Cleaning  Department,  on  the  educa- 
tional side  the  formation  and  exten- 
sion of  Warinsr  Juvenile  Leagues  for 
the  youthful  citizen,  and  the  extension 
and  vitalizing  of  the  civic  work  in 
the  public  schools  themselves ;  on  the 
punitive  side,  to  arouse  and  interest 
public  opinion  and  the  Magistrates 
themselves  in  the  enforcement  of  ex- 
isting laws  and  in  framing  new  ones 
for  the  correction  of  ofifences  against 
cleanliness  of  the  streets  and  in  the 
disposal  of  garbage.  On  this  side  of 
the  question  the  League  has  as  yet 
barely  touched.  For  so  much  work  a 
strong  committee  is  necessary  and  it 


Respectfully  submitted, 
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should  have  at  least  three  sub-com- 
mittees— one  for  the  Waring  medals 
and  Street  Cleaning  Department 
work,  one  (A)  for  the  Juvenile 
League,  and  (B)  school  civics,  and 
one  for  Magistrates  and  Ordinances. 
Only  one  of  these  has  been  appointed, 
Mrs.  Rose,  representing  Riverside,  for 
the  Juvenile  League  sub-Committee. 

A  discussion  of  the  circular  spoken 
of  in  the  Minutes  of  the  Committee  is 
requested  from  the  Central  Commit- 
tee. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

K.  S.  Day. 


Letter  Sent  by  Streets  Committee 
to  the  Mayor 

December  23,  1908. 
Honorable  George  B.  McClellan,  Mayor. 

Dear  Sir:  It  is  with  great  regret  that 
we  have  seen  an  announcement  in  the  press 
that  a  change  in  the  Street  Cleaning  De- 
partment is  contemplated  by  you. 

We  trust  that  this  information  is  inac- 


curate. No  part  of  the  work  done  by  the 
League  has  been  more  important  than  its 
work  in  connection  with  the  streets  of  the 
city  and  the  efforts  to  stimulate  pride  on 
the  part  of  employees  of  the  Department 
in  their  work.  You  will  recall  the  recent 
award  of  medals  presented  by  the  women 
of  the  League. 

In  its  work  with  the  Street  Cleaning  De- 
partment, the  League  had  had,  since  his  ap- 
pointment, the  full  and  cordial  co-operation 
of  Mr.  Crowell,  and  we  consider  that  his 
work  in  interesting  the  public  and  the 
schools  in  clean  streets  is  most  important. 
We  believe  in  his  sincerity  of  purpose,  and 
we  believe  that  he  should  be  given  com- 
plete and  adequate  opportunity  to  work  out 
his  plans. 

We  think  it  would  be  exceedingly  unjust 
if  he  were  asked  to  resign  at  the  present 
time  and  would  tend  to  destroy  rather  than 
to  increase  the  esprit  de  corps  of  the  De- 
partment. 

It  may  be  that  we  are  attaching  undue 
weight  to  the  newspaper  notices — we  shall 
be  only  too  happy  to  learn  that  they  do 
not  represent  your  real  attitude  toward 
the  Commissioner. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Katharine  S.  Day^ 
Acting  Chairman,  Streets  Committee. 
Mrs.  George  B.  Waring,  Jr., 
Honorary  Chairman. 


COMMITTEE   ON  STREETS 

MEDAL  INVESTIGATION. 


Receipts. 


Subscriptions 
Donation  . . . 


$225.00 
221.89 


$446.89 


Disbursements. 

Salary,  Misses  Unger  and  Schoen- 

feld,  5  months   $200.00 

Petty  expenses   17.88 

Printing    10.00 

Messenger    .55 

Stationery  and  stamps   22.00 

Prize  money  for  men   35-00 

Janitschek  Casting  Co. — 

Medals   $80.00 

Casting    medals,  boxes, 

ribbon,  etc                     81.46  161.46 

$446.89 


Respectfully  submitted, 

K.  S.  Day,  Chairman  on  Streets; 

Emily  Butterworth,  Treas.  Com.  on  Streets. 


TENEMENTS  COMMITTEE. 

The  regular  monthly  meeting  of  the 
Tenements  Committee  was  held  on  the 
first  Friday  of  the  month. 

The  meeting  was  one  of  encourage- 


ment to  the  chairman,  as  those  present 
showed  interest  and  undertook  some 
investigations,  upon  which  they  are  to 
report  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  com- 
mittee.   Our  campaign  of  improving 


the  condition  of  some  of  the  worst 
tenements  in  the  lower  part  of  the  city 
has  begun ;  results  cannot  be  foretold, 
but  we  are  hopeful  of  good  ones. 

Altogether  the  Chairman  feels  grat- 
ified at  the  outlook  for  the  winter,  as 
there  is  a  promise  of  additions  to  the 
committee  of  earnest  workers.  A 
new  member  from  Murray  Hill 
Branch  was  present  at  the  last  meet- 
ing. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Helen  M.  French, 

Chairman. 

Report  of  Branches 

BROOKLYN  HEIGHTS 

The  meeting  on  November  23d  was 
devoted  to  the  consideration  of  street 
cleaning.  Several  members  of  the 
Woman's  Health  Protective  League 
were  at  the  meeting,  and  they,  as  well 
as  some  of  our  own  members,  spoke 
very  forcibly  of  the  filthy  condition  of 
Brooklyn  streets,  especially  on  Sun- 
day mornings.  Some  years  ago  a 
number  of  cleaners  were  employed  for 
a  few  hours  on  Sunday,  but  this  has 
been  almost  entirely  discontinued  and 
with  very  bad  effect.  After  discussion 
it  was  decided  that  we  should  ask  the 
Commissioner  to  restore  the  custom  of 
Sunday  street  cleaning  as  without  it, 
it  is  impossible  that  the  streets  should 
be  even  fairly  clean  on  that  day.  An- 
other need  emphasized  was  that  of 
more  rubbish  cans  on  our  streets. 

At  the  close  of  the  business  meet- 
ing, Commissioner  Crowell  told  us 
about  the  work  of  the  Street  Cleaning 
Department.  He  also  spoke  of  the 
carelessness  and  want  of  public  spirit 
shown  by  otherwise  well-behaved  peo- 
ple in  littering  the  streets.  Even  the 
lady  in  the  automobile  throws  frag- 
ments of  torn  letters  along  her  course. 
We  brought  the  matter  of  Sunday 
street  cleaning  before  the  Commis- 
sioner and  also  our  crying  need  of 
rubbish  cans.  He  promised  that  after 
the  new  year,  if  the  appropriation  were 
large  enough,  he  would  bestow  both 
favors  upon  our  Borough.  The  Com- 


missioner highly  commended  the  work 
of  the  Greenwich  Branch  in  giving 
medals  to  the  street  cleaners,  and  sug- 
gested that  we  should  undertake  some- 
thing of  the  kind  in  Brooklyn,  prom- 
ising us  the  help  and  encouragement 
of  his  department.  Miss  Katharine 
Day  told  us  more  about  this  work  and 
Dr.  Mellon  and  Mr.  Simon  described 
the  work  of  the  Junior  Waring  League 
in  the  public  schools.  We  hope  to  be 
able  to  start  a  branch  of  the  League 
in  some  of  our  Brooklyn  schools. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Anglessa  Willets, 

Rec.  Secretary, 
December  i6th,  1908. 


GREENWICH. 

The  December  meeting  was  largely 
occupied  with  questions  of  organiza- 
tion and  those  relating  to  clean  streets, 
such  as  the  public  schools  of  the  Dis- 
trict and  their  share  of  the  work, 
the  disposal  of  garbage,  and  new 
change  in  city  ordinances  pertaining 
thereto.  A  letter  was  read  from  our 
District  Superintendent  of  Street 
Cleaning  giving  the  list  of  schools 
whose  pupils  noticeably  littered  the 
streets  during  the  noon  hour  and  on 
going  to  and  from  school. 

The  District  work  is  becoming  too 
extended  for  our  hitherto  informal 
methods  and  the  need  of  by-laws  and 
a  more  formal  organization  was  also 
discussed ;  the  by-laws  of  Chelsea  with 
some  slight  changes  were  adopted,  to 
be  voted  upon  at  the  next  meeting. 
Three  Committees  are  to  be  formed  to 
start  with,  on  School  Civics,  Street 
Cleaning,  and  Parks.  It  was  also 
voted  that  all  residents  living  in  the 
District  paying  only  one  dollar  be  con- 
sidered as  members  of  the  League  at 
large,  but  that  letters  be  written  such 
members  inviting  them  to  join  the  Dis- 
trict on  payment  of  an  extra  dollar  to 
be  used  in  the  local  district  work. 

We  are  also  considering  the  ques- 
tion of  a  park  matron  for  Washing- 
ton Square  in  the  summer  and  what 
improvements  in'  cleanliness  can  be 
effected  through  the  Health  Board  on 


the  streets  leading-  to  University  Place. 

It  was  also  voted  to  take  the  Juven- 
ile City  League,  volunteer  work  by 
one  of  our  members  for  a  group  of 
small  boys  and  girls  living  in  Sullivan 
Street,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Dis- 
trict Branch,  and  receive  monthly  re- 
ports— hoping  eventually  for  a  larger 
growth  and  usefulness  for  it,  as  there 
is  great  capability  and  promise  in  it. 
Respectfully  submitted, 
(Signed)  K.  S.  Day,  Chairman. 


RIVERSIDE. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Branch  held 
on  December  ist  at  the  residence  of 
Mrs.  Percival  Knauth,  302  West  76th 
Street,  there  were  tw^enty  members 
present,  including  our  President,  Mrs. 
Aldrich. 

The  Committee  on  Parks  reported 
that  data  had  been  collected  with  re- 
gard to  the  imperfect  curbs  on  the 
Dark  side  of  Central  Park,  that  this 
matter  together  w4th  the  announce- 
ment of  broken  planks  on  the  two 
bridg-es  near  the  Metropolitan  Mu- 
seum had  been  reported  to  Park  Com- 
missioner Smith  by  letter,  and  that  a 
reply  from  Mr.  Smith  had  brought 
assurances  that  work  had  been  or- 
dered begun  on  both  curbs  and  bridges. 

Miss  'M.  Peters,  Chairman  of  the 
Waring  Juvenile  Leagues,  stated  that 
the  reports  from  the  boys  were  in- 
creasing in  number  and  intelligence. 
Such  of  these  reports  as  pertain 
specially  to  conditions  of  streets  and 
sidewalks  have  been  turned  over  to 
the  Committee  on  Streets.  There 
w^re  reports  of  short  wei2:ht  in  pack- 
ages of  sugar  purchased  from  a  well- 
known  crrocer:  this,  however,  will  be 
more  thoroughly  investigated  before 
anv  action  is  taken.  At  the  Lincoln 
Post  an  afternoon  dancinc:  class  has 
been  formed  and  is  well  attended. 
An  entertainment  was  given  by  the 
boys  on  Thursday  evenino:,  December 
3d.  at  which  the  play,  "Tci  on  parle 
francais,"  successfully  given  last 
spring,  was  repeated.  There  was  also 
violin   playing   and   singing   by  the 


music  settlement  and  a  vaudeville 
sketch  with  incidental  songs  written 
and  acted  by  two  of  the  League  boys. 

Through  Mrs.  Aldrich's  kind  dona- 
tion of  candy  bought  at  the  tea  sale, 
both  Posts  of  the  Wearing  Juvenile 
League  were  made  happy. 

The  Streets  Committee  reported 
that  it  had  received  numerous  an- 
swers to  the  postal  cards  sent  out  re- 
questing members  to  observe  condi- 
tions of  sidewalks  and  curbs  in  their 
immediate  vicinity.  The  data  received 
will  all  be  verified  by  the  Committee 
before  forwarding  to  the  Borough 
President. 

The  report  of  the  Greenwich  in- 
vestigator, Miss  Unger,  was  read  to 
the  members  of  the  Branch.  The  re- 
port was  enthusiastically  received  and 
commented  upon.  All  agreed  that  it 
contained  much  over  which  to  ponder 
and  manv  expressed  the  desire  to  hear 
it  read  again. 

At  the  next  meeting  of  the  Branch, 
which  is  to  be  held  Tuesday,  January 
5th,  yiv  Michael  Davis.  Secretary  of 
the  People's  Institute,  will  talk  on 
Civic  Education. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Ida  S.  Cohen,  Chairman. 


Women's  Local  Government 
Society  for  the  United  Kingdom 

]\Irs.  Barkley,  your  Chairman  of 
Murray  Hill,  supplies  the  office  with 
the  printed  circulars  of  an  association 
kindred  to  ours  in  the  city  of  London. 

In  New  York  women  are  appointed 
as  members  of  Local  School  Boards 
by  the  Borough  Presidents,  an  unpaid 
service,  and  we  seem  very  far  from 
being  either  elected  or  appointed  to 
important  positions  in  our  City 
Departments, 

The  Women's  Local  Government 
Society  for  the  United  Kingdom,  for 
promoting  the  eligibility  of  women  to 
elect  to  and  to  serve  on  all  local  gov- 
erning bodies,  established  on  a  non- 
party basis. 


OBJECT. 

The  Society,  which  is  independent 
of  poHtical  parties,  has  for  its  function 
the  promotion  of  the  complete  legal 
eligibility  of  women  to  elect  to  and  to 
serve  on  all  local  governing  bodies. 

The  Society  appeals  to  all  men  and 
women  who  take  a  broad  view  of  lo- 
cal government. 

CONSTITUTION. 

The  Society  consists  of  all  persons 
who  signify  approval  of  its  object 
and  pay  a  subscription.  Branches  can 
be  formed  by  arrangement  with  the 
Central  Committee.  Associations  can 
apply  for  affiliation.  There  is  an  an- 
nual meeting  of  members  to  receive 
the  annual  report  and  statement  of  ac- 
counts, and  to  elect  the  President, 
Vice-Presidents,  Hon.  Secretary,  and 
Hon.  Treasurer,  and  twenty  other 
members  of  Committee ;  the  election 
is  by  ballot.  The  Committee  elects  its 
own  chairman.  Members  who  sub- 
scribe not  less  than  2s.  6d.  per  annum 
are  entitled  to  a  copy  of  leaflets  pub- 
lished by  the  Society ;  and  to  members 
who  subscribe  los.  and  upwards,  a 
copy  of  all  publications  is  posted  at 
the  time  of  issue. 

METHODS  OF  WORK. 

The  methods  of  work  of  the  So- 
ciety are  as  follows : 

1.  Educating  public  opinion  by 
means  of  meetings  and  the  publication 
and  distribution  of  special  literature. 

2.  Promoting  Bills  in  Parliament  in 
furtherance  of  the  object  of  the  So- 
ciety. 

3.  Watching  all  Bills  dealing  with 
local  government,  and  when  necessary 
taking  counsel's  opinion  and  promot- 
ing amendments. 

4.  Assisting  (by  obtaining  legal  ad- 
vice, or  otherwise)  in  any  cases  which 
seem  to  involve  the  danger  of  creat- 
ing a  precedent  for  the  imposition  of 
any  fresh  disability  on  women  in  re- 
spect of  local  government. 

5.  Promoting  the  formation  of  lo- 
cal organizations  in  aid. 

The  Society  has  many  Official  Cor- 
respondents, and  the  aim  of  the  Com- 


mittee is  to  have  one  for  every 
Parliamentary  division.  Official  Cor- 
respondents are  asked  to  furnish  local 
information  as  to  women  serving  on 
local  governing  bodies,  or  holding  any 
public  appointment;  to  encourage  the 
formation  of  local  organizations  for 
promoting  the  candidature  of  women ; 
and  to  arrange  for  one  influential 
elector,  or  more,  to  communicate  with 
the  local  Member  of  Parliament  when 
Bills  affecting  the  position  of  women 
in  local  government  are  about  to  come 
before  Parliament. 

ORGANIZATIONS  FOR  LOCAL  WORK. 

There  is  much  work  needed  in 
Local  Government  areas  which  can 
only  be  done  by  local  organizations. 
Such  work  is : 

1.  Promoting  among  women  the 
study  of  their  duties  as  citizens. 

2.  Helping  qualified  women  to  get 
their  names  placed  on  the  Register. 

3.  Selecting  and  supporting  Wo- 
men Candidates. 

4.  Watching  the  action  of  local 
bodies. 

5.  Arranging  meetings,  conferences, 
and  lectures,  especially  on  questions 
of  local  interest,  and  forming  a  band 
of  local  speakers. 

6.  Watching  and  communicating 
with  the  local  press. 

7.  Promoting  the  direct  training  of 
the  young  in  the  duties  of  citizens. 

8.  Keeping  in  touch  with  and  aid- 
ing the  Women's  Local  Government 
Society. 

In  different  towns  and  different 
parts  of  the  country  the  conditions 
are  so  diverse  that  no  one  method  of 
constituting  local  organizations  for 
the  above  work  is  suitable  in  all  cases. 

Branches  come  under  special  rules 
and  have  special  representation. 

Every  affiliated  body  pays  an  an- 
nual subscription  of  not  less  than 
2/6;  is  entitled  to  send  to  the  Annual 
Meeting  of  the  Society  one  represent- 
ative for  100  members,  and  two  for 
any  higher  number ;  and  is  entitled  to 
receive  literature  on  the  same  terms 
as  individual  members. 
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The  Regular  Monthly  Meeting  of 
the  League  held  at  19  East  Twenty- 
sixth  Street,  on  Thursday,  January 
2 1  St,  1909,  was  devoted  to  the  War- 
ing Juvenile  Citizens'  League,  con- 
ducted by  the  Riverside  branch  of  the 
League.  Miss  Marion  Peters,  chair- 
man of  the  Waring  League  Commit- 
tee ;  Mr.  George  Marvin,  director  of 
the  Lincoln  and  Hudson  Posts — the 
only  two  Posts  so  far  established — 
and  William  Blair,  sergeant-at-arms 
of  the  Lincoln  Post,  gave  a  complete 
resume  of  the  work  this  very  excel- 
lent branch  of  the  League  is  accom- 
plishing. 

Miss  Peters,  who  has  been  the  in- 
spiration of  the  two  Posts,  told  of 
their  inception  and  of  what  is  now 
being  accomplished. 

''Two  years  ago,  the  work,  begun 
under  the  late  Colonel  Wearing,  in 
which  children  were  taught  to  take  an 
interest  in  the  condition  of  the  city's 
streets,  was  revived  by  the  members 
of  the  Riverside  branch  of  the  League. 

"Our  method  of  organizing  in  Riv- 
erside was  very  simple,  and  would  no 
doubt  be  feasible  elsewhere.  We 
went  to  the  public  school  and  there 
appealed  to  the  children  by  telling 
them  what  we  planned  to  do. 

''On  Lincoln's  birthday,  1907,  a 
mass  meeting  was  held,  and  from  that 
we  started  our  club,  which,  from  the 
first,  numbered  about  twenty-five  or 
thirty  members. 

'Tt  is  a  necessary  feature  to  provide 
some  form  of  recreation  or  fun  for 
them.  W' e  have  found  the  gymnasium 
a  most  effective  medium.  Two  other 
items  must  be  taken  into  considera- 
tion,   i.e.,    the    question    of  raising 


money  and  the  securing  of  the  proper 
person  to  have  charge  of  the  clubs 
and  classes.  It  is  essential  that  the 
director  should  be  both  firm  and  kind 
and  that  there  should  be  absolutely  no 
sentimentality  in  his  dealings  with  the 
children. 

"The  organization  of  the  Juvenile 
League  is  similar  to  that  of  The 
W^oman's  Municipal  League,  only  on 
a  smaller  scale,  as  the  boys  take  up 
work  in  their  own  special  neighbor- 
hood. Violations  of  ordinances  such 
as  obstructed  fire-escapes,  accumula- 
tions of  water  or  rubbish  on  vacant 
lots,  dirty  streets,  etc.,  are  reported  by 
the  boys  to  their  director. 

"By  way  of  illustration,  the  boys 
discovered  a  vacant  lot  where  stand- 
ing water  had  become  stagnant.  This 
was  reported  through  the  director  to 
the  Police  Department,  and  the  owner 
of  the  lot  was  finally  required  to  drain 
the  property.  All  reports  are  verified 
and  then  immediately  communicated 
to  the  city  department  concerned  with 
that  special  complaint  and,  for  the 
most  part,  the  commissioners  have 
been  very  responsive. 

"The  efifect  upon  the  morale  of  the 
children  is  very  great.  They  take  a 
tremendous  interest  and  responsibility 
in  trying  to  remedy  various  defects 
and  deficiencies.  The  value  of  con- 
tact with  older  people  interested  in 
the  same  lines  is  also  very  apparent. 

"Although  our  work  has  thus  far 
been  confined  to  the  boys,  we  are 
anxious  to  take  up  a  similar  work 
among  the  girls  of  our  neighborhood. 

"Certain  features  of  the  work  would 
be  even  more  effective  among  girls,  as 
for  instance  the  first  aid  classes,  be- 


cause  the  girl  is  more  closely  in  touch 
with  the  home  and  her  influence  in 
reaching"  the  interest  of  the  parents 
concerning  civic  responsibility  would 
be  even  more  effective. 

''Last  year  the  boys  of  Lincoln  Post 
inspected  the  needs  of  the  district  for 
additional  rubbish  cans  and  were  suc- 
cessful in  securing  the  placing  of  a 
number  in  especially  needy  localities. 
A  similar  study  of  the  location  of  post 
boxes  is  to  be  made  this  winter  by  the 
boys  of  Lincoln  Post." 

Enthusiastic  applause  greeted  Wil- 
liam Blair,  the  fifteen-year-old  boy, 
who  read  the  following  paper,  giving 
the  boys'  side  of  the  League's  work. 

He  is  one  of  the  best  'examples  of 
what  the  work  is  accomplishing  in  his 
neighborhood.  He  is  a  born  leader, 
and  all  the  boys  of  the  Lincoln  Post 
have  a  wholesome  respect  for  him. 

He  lives  at  105  West  Ninety-eighth 
Street,  and  has  a  long  record  of  re- 
ported violations  to  his  credit.  With 
such  young  citizens  working  to  help 
clean  the  city,  there  is  a  hope  of  some 
day  achieving  the  late  Colonel  War- 
ing's  wish — "that  New  York  be  the 
cleanest  city  in  the  world."  Money  is 
needed  for  the  extension  of  this  work, 
and  we  feel  that  if  the  public  were 
once  brought  to  the  realization  of  the 
importance  of  these  Leagues  being 
formed  all  over  the  city,  we  would 
have  its  heartiest  co-operation. 

"Previous  to  the  forming  of  the  Lincoln 
Post  I  do  not  know  whether  the  boys  knew 
they  could  do  anything  for  the  benefit  of 
the  city  or  not,  but  I  know  I  didn't,"  said 
young  Blair. 

"We  were  told  to  come  to  a  mass  meet- 
ing, and  we  did,  because  we  were  anxious  to 
see  wh^t  it  was  about,  and  when  we  found 
out,  we  were  told  that  those  wanting  to  join 
the  League  could  come  to  the  meeting  the 
following  Thursday  night.  Since  that  night 
there  has  been  a  great  change  in  the  boys, 
and  we  have  this  club,  instead  of  having 
one  street  gang  fighting  another  gang,  and 
in  that  way  we  have  the  boys  behaving 
better. 

"We  hold  our  meetings  on  the  second  and 
fourth  Thursdays  of  the  month  at  225  West 
Ninety-ninth  Street,  with  our  own  elected 
president  in  the  chair,  with  the  help  of  the 
other  duly  elected  officers.    If  you  think 


we  have  any  disorder  just  you  come  around 
to  one  of  our  meetings  and  see  what  kind 
of  order  we  have ;  why  the  boys  obey  the 
sergeant-at-arms  just  the  same  as  they 
would  if  it  were  Miss  Peters  or  Mr. 
Marvin. 

'"Now  about  reports.  It  is  our  duty  to  re- 
port dead  animals,  dirty  cellars,  which  are 
dangerous  to  the  health ;  fire-escapes  that 
have  on  them  iceboxes,  boxes,  tubs,  flower 
pots,  etc.  As  an  example :  there  was  a 
dead  dog  in  a  back  yard  of  a  certain  house, 
and  I  went  to  the  house  and  told  the  jani- 
tor to  take  it  out,  and  he  told  me  to  "beat 
it."  So  I  did  to  the  police  station,  and 
returned  again  with  a  policeman,  and  the 
janitor  had  to  take  it  out  anyway,  and  now 
the  janitor  respects  the  boys  who  wear  the 
"Waring  League"  button. 

"And  now  how  we  report  things.  We 
each  have  a  little  pad  on  which  we  write 
the  report  as  we  see  it.  We  are  very  eco- 
nomical, as  we  generally  get  about  four 
reports  on  each  slip. 

"Since  I  have  been  a  member  of  the  club 
we  have  produced  the  laughable  farce,  "Ici 
on  parle  frangaise,"  twice.  The  first  time 
a  sketch  called  "It  Happens  Every  Day," 
written  by  one  of  the  boys,  was  also 
played;  the  second  time  a  vaudeville 
sketch  written  by  one  of  the  boys  was 
given.  At  all  of  our  meetings  we  have 
some  kind  of  an  entertainment. 

"In  the  gymnasium  we  have  three  classes 
and  we  all  start  in  the  third,  and  once  a 
month  we  get  promoted  from  the  third  to 
the  second,  from  the  second  to  the  first, 
from  the  first  to  a  leader. 

"In  the  third  class  are  the  new  boys  and 
boys  doing  poor  work.  In  the  second  class 
are  the  boys  that  do  fairly  good  work,  and 
in  the  first  they  are  supposed  to  do  A 
No.  I.  The  leaders  are  indicated  by  a  red 
ribbon  and  are  responsible  for  their  classes 
at  all  times.  There  are  two  medals  given 
in  the  gymnasium :  a  gold  one  for  the 
greatest  per  cent  in  strength ;  a  bronze 
medal  for  attendance  and  discipline. 

"Ladies,  if  you  could  only  appreciate  the 
work  we  are  doing,  you  would  help  us  to 
establish  a  post  about  every  square  mile  in 
the  city,  and  then  we  would  not  need  any 
"street  sweepers." 

"I  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  the 
ladies  of  the  Riverside  Branch  for  the  in- 
terest they  take  in  us." 

Mr.  George  Marvin  then  described 
the  work  of  the  Posts,  of  which  he  is 
director. 

''The  idea  in  all  my  dealings  with 
the  boys  is  to  let  them  do  all  the 
work  while  I  am  on  hand  to  correct 
mistakes,  and  I  have  succeeded,  in 
that  way,  in  getting  the  boys  to  re- 
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spect  their  own  officers.  They  observe 
parliamentary  rules  in  conducting 
their  business  meetings  and  the  teach- 
ers and  principals  in  the  schools  ap- 
preciate this  training  much,  as  the 
children  are  called  upon  to  use  their 
knowledge  in  connection  with  literary 
clubs,  etc.,  of  the  upper  grades.  The 
business  meetings  of  the  boys  are 
designated  their  Club  meetings,  in 
distinction  'from  the  gymnasium,  and 
classes  which  consist  at  present  of 
drawing,  dancing  and  first  aid  to  in- 
jured. 

"The  boys  are  obliged  to  attend  the 
Club,  in  order  to  attend  the  classes. 
The  Club  meetings  last  perhaps  half 
an  hour.  \^iolations  of  ordinances  re- 
ported are  never  read  aloud  and  it  is 
understood  that  no  boy's  name  is  ever 
published  in  connection  with  his  re- 
ports. One  boy  recently  reported 
having  discovered  a  sewer  opening 
in  the  cellar  of  a  building,  the  base- 
ment of  which  was  being  used  as  a 
restaurant,  and  that  several  cases  of 
typhoid  were  traceable  to  that  con- 
dition. The  defect  was  remedied 
within  24  hours  of  its  being  reported. 

"As  a  rule  the  Commissioners  have 
been  found  responsive  to  complaints 
and  when  a  violation  is  corrected, 
credit  is  given  to  the  boy,  and  a  prize 
is  presented,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  to 
the  member  reporting  the  greatest 
number  of  authentic  cases. 

"I  grade  the  boys  according  to  their 
work  in  the  gymnasium,  attendance, 
obedience,  etc..  and  the  leaders  are 
thus  selected  from  the  first  class  in  the 
gymnasium  work.  The  leaders  there 
are  also  the  leaders  in  the  meetings, 
and  I  always  deal  with  the  individual 
boys  through  their  leaders.  Instead 
of  punishing  a  boy  directly  I  always 
punish  the  leader  and  depend  upon  the 
leader  to  see  that  the  boy  does  not 
repeat  the  oflfence,  whatever  it  may  be. 

"Gym  attendants  pay  five  cents  a 
month  and  the  dues  for  the  Club  are 
also  five  cents  a  month.  The  boys 
wear  a  button  as  a  badge  which  costs 
them  ten  cents. 


"/  wish  that  all  my  boys  could  afford 
a  button^  but  ten  cents  is  a  good  deal 
to  some  of  those  little  fellou's,  and  to 
some  it  proves  positively  prohibitive.  . 

"  'First  aid  to  the  injured'  class 
started  about  three  weeks  ago,  and 
they  already  have  much  information 
regarding  bones,  muscles,  etc.  Th^ 
boys  were  anxious  to  go  into  training, 
and  it  seemed  a  logical  thing  to  have 
them  understand  simple  anatomy  as  a 
first  step  in  that  direction.  After  con- 
sultation with  Miss  Peters  we  decided 
to  conduct  a  class  for  first  aid,  and 
have  recently  had  an  offer  from  Dr. 
Monae-Lesser,  of  the  Red  Cross  Hos- 
pital, to  take  charge  of  this  feature 
of  the  work  as  a  volunteer.  There 
are  to  be  eight  lectures  during  the 
Winter.  Ten  boys  from  each  Post 
have  been  selected  to  attend.  Frorn 
this  ten,  four  are  to  be  chosen  for  each 
Post  to  act  as  a  first  aid  to  the  in- 
jured corps. 

"The  dancing  class  was  also  started 
about  three  weeks  ago.  The  boys  hate 
to  be  w^allflowers  and  also  hate  awfully 
to  get  out  on  the  floor.  The  great 
need  is  for  suitable  partners  for  them, 
for  no  boy  likes  to  take  the  girls' 
part,  which  difficulty  will  be  solved 
next  year  when  we  form  the  girls' 
clubs. 

"The  drawing  class  was  also  re- 
cently started,  but  very  few  take  a 
real  interest  in  it." 

Mr.  Marvin  gave  a  cordial  invita- 
tion to  all  members  of  the  League  to 
come  up  and  see  the  work  at  St. 
Michael's  Parish  House,  Ninety-ninth 
street  and  Amsterdam  avenue.  The 
program  for  the  month  will  be  found 
in  the  Calendar,  on  the  cover  page. 
Mr.  Man-in  estimates  that  it  costs 
about  $200  a  year  to  run  a  post  for 
about  one  hundred  boys. 


An  Item  of  Interest. 

On  the  third  of  January  Mrs.  Aldrich 
spoke  as  a  member  of  "The  Committee  on 
Congestion."  at  the  Tuberculosis  Exhibi- 
tion, and  read  the  same  address  on  the 
twelfth  at  Short  Hills,  N.  J. 


Editorial 


The  Observing  Boy. 


If  the  Women's  Municipal  League 
rested  with  the  forming  and  maintain- 
ing of  the  Juvenile  Citizens'  League 
its  work  would  go  down  in  the  annals 
of  civic  accomplishment  as  being  well 
worth  while. 

It  is  to  the  future  citizen  that  we 
must  look  for  reforms,  and  to  bring 
about  those  reforms  we  must  train 
and  educate  our  boys  along  practical 
lines  of  good  government,  and  that  is 
one  thing  the  Juvenile  League  is 
doing. 

It  is  peculiarly  appropriate  that 
women  should  be  doing  this  work,  for 
after  all  it  is  to  the  mothers  that  we 
should  turn  for  the  teaching  of  the 
children. 

And  surely  no  nobler  work  could 
be  accomplished  than  that  of  teaching 
the  young  the  sense  of  fairness  and 
duty,  and  instilling  in  their  minds  the 
ideals  and  ethics  of  good  citizenship. 


The  time  has  come  when  the  Bul- 
letin must  seek  a  wider  field,  and  the 
first  consideration  is  how  best  to  reach 
the  reading,  thinking  people  and  to 
interest  them  in  the  work  the  League 
is  doing.  The  plan  that  seems  most 
feasible  is  the  widening  of  the  scope 
of  the  Bulletin  through  subscrip- 
tions. 

The  Bulletin,  up  to  the  present 
issue,  has  not  been  a  subscription  pub- 
Hcation,  but  has  been  supported  by  the 
Branches  of  the  League ;  consequently 
it  has  reached  but  few  outsiders. 

The  new  policv  of  the  Bulletin 
will  be  to  reach  as  many  strangers  as 
possible  every  issue  by  mailing  sample 
copies  and  by  personal  distribution, 
and  we  ask  the  League  members  to  co- 
operate in  this.  Get  us  subscribers  if 
you  can,  and  help  us  to  make  the 
Bulletin  self-supporting. 

Johnneta  Welton. 


"You  had  better  start  a  Waring 

League  in    street.    My  school 

went  through  there  yesterday  after- 
noon and  counted  eight  dead  cats  in 
one  block." 

None  of  the  boys  in  his  school  had 
ever  heard  of  the  Waring  League. 
I  was  telling  him  about  it  and  they 
had  evidently  been  comparing  clean 
streets  with  dirty  ones  and  knew  that 
dead  animals  should  not  be  above 
ground.  In  not  making  the  Lea2:ue 
generally  known,  we  are  denying  the 
boys  in  New  York  municipal  work  for 
which  they  are  ready.  Let  us  canvass 
the  Boys'  Schools  and  see  how  many 
will  welcome  our  story  and  wear  our 
buttons ! 


Wanted — A  Game. 

A  little  boy  of  seven  was  brought 
to  town  for  the  first  time  last  week. 
In  the  country  he  has  a  pony  to  ride 
and  all  the  varied  interests  of  barn- 
yard and  farm.  His  mother  asked 
him  when  he  came  in  from  a  more  cir- 
cumscribed outing  on  our  streets  if 
he  had  enjoyed  himself.  "Oh,  yes," 
he  said,  "I  was  allowed  to  play  with 
a  nice  boy  I  met  who  lives  near  by 
and  is  older  than  I  am."  "What  did 
you  play?"  asked  his  mother.  "Cops 
and  thieves,"  answered  the  novice, 
gaily.  You  hide  in  an  area  and  chase 
home.   Lots  of  fun." 

When  I  heard  all  this  I  thought 
proudly  of  our  Waring  League  start- 
ing out  like  a  brave  little  David  to 
war  on  the  oldest  Goliath,  a  boy's 
enmity  toward  authority.  I  remem- 
bered William  Blair's  phrase  in  his  re- 
port, "We  salute  the  police,  and 
sometimes  the  police  salute  back."  I 
wonder  if  we  have  not  invented  a 
better  game  than  "Cops  and  Thieves !" 

M.  C.  Aldrich. 


All  Communications  should  be  sent  to  THE  WOMAN'S  MUNICIPAL  LEAGUE, 

ig  East  26th  Street. 


The  regular  public  meeting  of  the  League  ivill  he  held  at  19  East  26th  Street 
on  Thursday,  February  t8,  at  //  a.m* 

In  'viel^t?  of  the  fact  that  legislation  has  been  introduced  at  Albany, 
endea'voring  to  affect  the  practice  of  medicine  and  the  lt>ork  of  the  Research 
Laboratories  of  Ne<w  York,  the  League  has  asked  Dr.  Frederick  Lee,  Professot 
of  Physiology,  Columbia  University ;  Dr,  Simon  Flexner,  Rockefeller  Institute, 
and  Dr.  Rosal  e  Slaughter  Morton,  to  speak  in  fa'vor  of  Animal  Experimentation 
and  Mrs*  Diana  Belais,  President  Anti-  Vi'visection  Society,  and  Mr.  G*  M.  Nelson 
to  present  the  'bie'ws  of  the  opposition. 

A  large  attendance  is  desired. 

M.  C.  Aldrich,  President. 


Reports  of  Committees. 


STREETS  COMMITTEE. 

The  Streets  Committee  have  sent  the 
following  letter  to  the  Charter  Revision 
Commission  advocating  pensions  for  the 
uniformed  force,  which  Mr.  Ivins  has  ac- 
knowledged. 

January  7th,  1909. 

Hon.  William  M.  Ivins^ 

Chairman  Charter  Revision  Commission. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  the  committee 
of  the  Woman's  Municipal  League  in  charge 
of  the  affairs  relating  to  streets,  to  communi- 
cate to  your  honorable  body  its  views  with  re- 
gard to  pensioning  employees  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Street  Cleaning. 

The  Committee  favors  the  pensionijig  of  those 
in  the  uniformed  force  only.  The  employees 
themselves  have  suggested  a  plan  with  which 
we  are  in  cordial  sympathy.  This  plan  is  not 
embodied  in  the  bill  now  proposed  in  the  legis- 
lature.   It  is,  however,  as  follows  :  That 

(1)  Those  who  have  been  on  the  force  for 
ten  years  consecutively  and  have  become  in- 
capacitated for  work,  or  injured  in  the  dis- 
charge of  duty  ; 

(2)  Those  who,  after  fifteen  years  of  service, 
have  reached  the  age  of  sixty-five,  and 

(3)  Those  who  have  rendered  twenty  years 
of  service :  all  to  be  entitled  to  pensions,  the 
employees  themselves  to  contribute  towards  the 
pension  fund  not  less  than  three  per  cent,  of 
their  salaries. 

You  are  aware,  of  course,  that  it  is  one  of 
our  aims  to  stimulate  a  fine  spirit  of  loyalty 
and  esprit  de  corps  among  the  employees  of 
the  Department,  and  we  believe  that  this  re- 
quires for  its  development,  fair  play  and  con- 
sideration toward  them  on  the  part  of  the  pub- 
lic. 

We  think  some  system  such  as  is  outlined 
above  should  be  provided,  in  order  to  take 
care  of  those  men  who  give  the  best  years  of 
their  lives  in  this  service. 

Will  you  be  good  enough  to  refer  this  mat- 
ter to  such  sub  committee  of  yonr  Commission 
as  has  this  matter  under  consideration. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Mrs.  George  E.  Waring,  Jr., 
Honorary  Chairman  Committee  on  Streets. 

(Miss)  Katharine  Day, 
Acting  Chairman  Committee  on  Sti'eets. 


Two  new  members  have  been  asked  to 
join  the  Streets  Committee.  We  would 
call  attention  to  the  Street  Cleaning  Les- 
sons printed  by  Greenwich.  At  our  last 
meeting  we  were  unable  to  decide  anything 
definite  about  the  extension  of  the  medal 
work  as  we  are  still  waiting  for  further 
replies  from  the  Branches,  Riverside  and 
Greenwich  being  the  only  ones  definitely 
pledged  so  far.  It  is  pleasant  to  state  that 
Commissioner  Edwards  approves  of  the 
work  and,  like  Commissioner  Crowell,  will 
be  glad  to  do  anything  to  help  it  on.  He 
has  consented  to  attend  one  of  our  Com- 
mittee meetings  in  February. 

Katharine  S.  Day, 
Acting  Chairman,  Streets  Committee. 

FINANCE  COMMITTEE. 

The  Finance  Committee  is  glad  to  report 
that  Prospect  Heights  has  voted  25  per 
cent  of  dues  to  the  League  and  Murray 
Hill  50  per  cent. 

Mr.  William  Jay  Schieffelin,  Mr.  Ashton 
de  Peyster,  and  Mr.  Robert  Minturn  have 
consented  to  act  as  an  Advisory  Investment 
Committee,  and  Mrs.  Lowell's  sister,  Mrs. 
Francis  C.  Barlow,  of  Boston,  has  become 
a  Life  Member,  so,  in  addition  to  the  other 
two  already  reported,  we  shall  have  the 
sum  of  $750  to  invest. 

Plans  for  putting  the  Bulletin  upon  a 
subscription  basis  are  being  discussed  and 
the  Finance  Committee  is  doing  its  best  to 
see  that  the  League  funds  are  accounted 
for  in  a  businesslike  way  and  economically 
administered. 

Katharine  S.  Day, 
Chairman,  Finance  Committee. 

POLICE  COMMITTEE. 

The  Chairman  recently  talked  to  one  of 
the  Police  Matrons  who  was  most  earnest 
in  her  praise  of  Commissioner  Bingham. 
She  says  he  is  a  man  determined  to  get 
things  as  nearly  right  as  possible. 
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The  Chairman  sent  the  following  letter 
to  the  commissioner  regarding  complaints 
made  to  the  League: 

January  7^  igog. 

Mr.  Theodore  A.  Bingham,  • 
Commissioner  of  Police. 

Dear  Sir  :  Complaint  has  come  to  The 
Woman's  Municipal  League  of  the  reckless 
speeding  of  automobiles,  especially  in  Col- 
umbus Avenue.  What  can  be  done  to  de- 
crease the  danger  in  our  streets? 

The  League  desires  also  to  call  your  at- 
tention to  the  posters  for  the  Salome  ball 
on  the  bill-boards  throughout  the  city. 
There  are  many  objectionable  posters,  but 
these  seem  to  be  the  most  indecent. 

Kindly  let  us  hear  from  you  in  regard  to 
these  matters. 

Respectfully, 

(Signed)    Anna  M.  Jackson, 

Chairman,  Committee  on  Police, 

And  received  the  following  reply: 

Madam  :  The  Police  Commissioner  directs 
me  to  acknowledge  tlie  receipt  of  your  note  of 
January  7th,  and  to  say  to  you  that  this  De- 
partment is'  doing  everv'fhing  in  its  power 
to  stop  automobile  speeding. 

Your  complaint  concerning  the  Salome  pos- 
ters has  been  the  first  one  received.  Inasmuch 
as  this  advertised  ball  takes  place  on  Thursday 
night,  the  police  will  be  on  hand  to  see  that 
nothing  improper  takes  place. 

Respectfully, 

(Signed)  W.  G..  Slattery, 

Secretary  to  the  Commissioner. 

In  the  new  station  house  in  West  30th 
Street  the  Matron's  room  as  originally 
placed,  was  a  little  dark  closet.  The  Com- 
missioner has  had  a  loft,  intended  for  hay, 
made  over  into  what  will  be  most  excel- 
lent and  commodious  rooms  for  the 
Matrons.  If  the  Prison  Reform  Commit- 
tee, of  which  I  was  a  member,  working  un- 
der the  guidance  of  Mrs.  Lowell,  had  had 
the  privilege  of  seeing  the  plans  before  the 
building  was  erected,  as  we  repeatedly  re- 
quested. I  think  this  blunder  would  not 
have  been  made. 

Anna  M.  Jackson, 

Chairman; 


Reports  of  Branches. 

[Reports  from  Branches  must  be  in  the  Bul- 
letin office  on  the  day  of  the  Central  Committee 
meeting.  Otherwise  reports  will  be  used  only  in 
condensed  foiTn.J 

MURRAY  HILL. 

At  the  regular  monthly  meeting  held  on 
December  23d  it  was  voted  by  the  executive 
committee  to  give  fifty  per  cent  of  the  dues 
to  the  Central  Committee, 

Efforts  are  being  made  to  have  the  Third 
Avenue  Railroad  have  their  brakemen  col- 
lect the  newspapers  at  the  terminals,  in- 
stead of  having  them  thrown  out  of  the 
window. 

Owners  of  news  stands  and  newspaper 
stores  in  the  district  have  been  asked  to 
put  up  placards  requesting  patrons  not  to 
throw  discarded  papers  on  the  street. 

Police  attention  has  been  called  to  the 
mutilation  of  the  shrubbery  along  Park 
Avenue.    Protection  has  been  promised. 

The  chairman  reports  changes  in  snow 
schedule  made  in  December  have  been  care- 
fully carried  out. 

One  of  the  Murray  Hill  members  inter- 
ested in  the  street  workers,  observing  the 
frozen  appearance  of  the  men's  hands  after 
many  hours  in  the  cold,  asked  permission 
of  one  of  the  superintendents  to  provide 
gloves  and  distributed  many  dozen  pairs. 
The  gratitude  of  the  men  was  overwhelm- 
ing. 

An  effort  is  being  made  to  secure  gloves 
for  all  the  snow  cleaners  throughout  the 
district.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  will 
lead  to  their  comfort  in  other  ways. 

One  of  the  important  things  accomplished 
this  month  was  the  changing  of  Fifty- 
seventh  Street,  between  Sixth  and  Seventh 
Avenue,  from  Schedule  C  to  Schedule  A, 
in  the  snow  cleaning  department.  This  is 
one  of  the  most  important  squares  in  our 
district  as  Carnegie  Hall  brings  thousands 
of  people  there  every  month.  Being  on 
Schedule  A  now  means  that  it  will  be  one 
of  the  first  streets  cleaned.  Schedule  C 
meant  that  it  was  rarely  if  ever  cleaned. 

Marion  J.  Barkley, 

Chairman. 


Notice — Important. 

The  Central  Committee  considers  it  im- 
perative that  the  number  of  officers  of  the 
League  be  increased.  You  are  asked,  to 
vote  on  the  following  amendment  to  the 
Constitution  at  the  March  public  meeting 
of  the  League,  to  be  held  at  19  East  26th 
Street,  on  Thursday,  March  18,  at  11  a.  m. 

That   Article   V,   paragraph    i,    of  the 


Constitution,  which  reads,  "The  officers  of 
the  League  shall  be  as  follows :  A  Presi- 
dent, a  Vice-President,  a  Secretary  and  a 
Treasiu'er    ,    .  shall   be   changed  to 

read,  ''The  officers  of  the  League  shall  be 
as  follows:  A  President,  TWO  OR 
MORE  VICE-PRESIDENTS,  a  Secre- 
tary, a  RECORDING  SECRETARY  and 
a  TREASURER   .  . 
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GREENWICH. 

At  the  Greenwich  meeting,  January  13, 
tlie  new  by-laws  were  voted  upon  and 
adopted,  the  Executive  Board  organized, 
and  sub-committee  chairmen  appointed. 
The  idea  of  a  Park  Matron  was  still  fur- 
ther discussed  and,  I  hope,  may  eventually 
form  part  of  a  larger  plan  of  the  Parks 
and  PlaN-grounds  Association,  for  more 
constructive  work  of  this  kind.  A  small 
joint  committee  of  the  Washington  Square 
Association  and  the  Greenwich  Branch  has 
also  been  formed  to  see  what  it  can  do 
toward  more  tree-planting  in  the  neighbor- 
hood. The  little  tea  for  the  district  school 
principals  generously  given  by  a  member 
at  her  house  on  January  14  was  very 
pleasant.  In  ■  snite  of  the  extremely  bad 
weather  two  teachers  were  present,  the  two 
home  and  school  visitors  of  the  district, 
and  a  number  of  our  members.  We 
have  had  reprinted  from  the  "Monograph" 
500,  four-page  leaflets  of  the  Street  Clean- 
ing lessons,  recommended  by  Miss  Unger 
in  her  report  on  the  Waring  Medal  work, 
and  w'e  hope  that  some  of  the  other  dis- 
tricts will  buy  some  of  them  from  us  and 
distribute  to  the  teachers  of  civics  in  the 
schools  of  their  district,  parochial  and 
private,  as  well  as  public.  The  cost  was 
$12  for  500,  therefore  $2.40  for  100,  or 
$1.20  for  50,  and  they  should  prove  useful 
to  a  busy  teacher  who  might  not  have  time 
to  plan  the  lessons  herself. 

We  are  much  disturbed  at  the  proposed 
plan  to  build  the  new  Court  House  in 
W^ashington  Square  and  are  doing  every- 
thing we  can  to  prevent  it. 

Katharine  S.  Day, 

Chairman, 


CHELSEA 

The  November  meeting  of  the  Chelsea 
Branch  was  held  in  the  interest  of  our 
Public  Schools. 

We  were  fortunate  in  securing  Assistant 
Superintendent  Edson  of  the  Board  of 
Education  to  address  us.  He  had  so  much 
to  tell  us  that  we  have  decided  to  give  our 
February  meeting  to  the  same  important 
subject  and  hope  to  arouse  general  interest 
in  the  neighborhood.  We  are  endeavoring 
to  secure  a  new  building  for  the  Public 
School  No.  55,  which  is  in  a  wretched  con- 
dition, and  our  Committee  is  expecting  to 
start  a  petition  to  be  presented  to  the 
proper  authorities  requesting  them  to  erect 
a  new  building  on  the  site  which  has  al- 
ready been  bought. 

Again  we  felt  ourselves  fortunate  and 
honored  at  our  December  meeting  by  hav- 
ing Deputy  Commissioner  Edwards,  now 
Commissioner,  to  address  us  on  the  care  of 
our  streets.  We  told  him  our  grievances, 
due,  as  we  thought,  to  the  laxness  of  the 


i 
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foreman  of  our  district.    A  new  foreman  | 
was  at  once  given  us  and  the  most  marked  j 
improvement  in  the  condition  of  the  streets 
has  been  apparent.    The  ash  cans  and  gar-  j 
bage  pails  arc  kept  inside  of  the  gates,  giv-.  j 
ing  the  streets  a  tidy  appearance,  and  they 
are  both  emptied  promptly  at  eight  o'clock 
each  morning. 

Helen  Van  Bokkelen,  ] 
Cor,  Secretary  of  Chelsea  Branch.  ■ 


PROSPECT  HEIGHTS.  j 

At  the  November  meeting,  Prospect 
Heights    Branch   held    its   election.  The 

officers  elected  were  Mrs.  Frederic  B.  Pratt,  j 

chairman  ;  Mrs.  Winthrop  Tuttle,  secretary ;  | 

]Miss  Minerva  Bon,  treasurer.    It  was  voted  | 

to  give  25  per  cent,  of  the  dues  to  the  Cen-  ; 

tral  Committee,                                        '  j 

The  Jail  Committee  planned  the  work  for  ' 
the  bill,  *'for  a  separate  van  .for  women 

prisoners    coming    from    Coney    Island,"  j 

should  that  bill  come  up  in  the  Legislature  * 

again  this  year.  ] 

Police  Commissioner  Bingham  was  asked  1 
to  assist  in  getting  this  van  for  women. 

The  Branch  held  its  December  meeting  j 
on   the   29th.     Seventeen   members  were 

present.                                               _  ^  ^ 

The  Tenement  Committee,  in  its  visits  1 

with  the  Tenement  Inspector,  found  condi-  ; 

tions  in  the  Navy  Yard  region  rather  better  , 

than  expected.     Tenants  seem  willing  to  i 

work  with  the  Committee.   Owners  of  prop-  i 

erty  called  on  expressed  their  willingness  < 

to  make  repairs  recommended  by  Commit-  j 

tee.     Tenants   cleared   fire   escapes   when  : 

shown  inspector's  badge.    In  one  part  of  j 

the  district  twelve  people  were  found  living  j 

in  a  dark  basement.    This  was  reported  to  ' 

the  authorities.  , 

A  very  interesting  visit  was  made  to  the  ; 

Lincoln  Colored  Settlement.    The  Branch  ' 

intends  to  give  some  time  to  this  settle-  i 

ment  work  later  on.  « 

Caroline  A.  L.  Pratt,  ^ 
Chairman. 


MORRISANIA. 

A  new  division  of  the  Morrisania 
Branch  of  the  League  was  formed  in  High- 
bridge  on  December  loth.  under  the  title 
of  the  West  Bronx  Division,  in  which  are 
included  all  members  of  the  League  resid- 
ing in  Highbridge,  University  Heights, 
Fordham  and  Bedford  Park.  The  follow- 
ing proposed  improvements  were  decided 
upon  as  being  most  urgent: 

(i)  The  Interborough  Rapid  Transit 
system  will  be  asked  to  place  an  indicator 
at  their  155th  Street  terminal  showing 
from  which  side  of  the  station  the  next 
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train  will  depart  and  the  necessity  of  either 
an  escalator  or  elevator  leading  from  the 
station  to  the  viaduct  will  be  likewise 
urged  upon  the  comnany,^  The  Division 
has  already  attended  two  hearings  in  re- 
gard to  this  latter  improvement  and  has 
secured  the  co-operation  of  five  Bronx  tax- 
payers' associations  and  of  the  North  Side 
Board  of  Trade, 

(2)  The  round  house  of  the  Hudson 
River  Railroad  at  Highbridge  is  proving 
itself  a  nuisance  to  the  community  because 
of  the  use  of  soft  coal  and  an  effort  will 
be  made  to  put  a  stop  to  this. 

(3)  A  more  serious  nuisance  is  the 
stench  from  the  smelting  of  disused  tin 
cans  at  155th  street,  and  this  has  proved 
so  objectionable  that  it  has  made  high  class 
dwellings  untenantable.  Last  year  one  of 
the  members  made  several  complaints  to 
the  Health  Department  without  avail. 
This  year  our  complaint  has  elicited  the 
reply  that  an  investigation  will  be  made 
by  that  Department. 

(4)  The  matter  of  slippery  streets  has 
been  taken  up  and  a  promise  secured  from 
the  Bronx  Superintendent  of  Street  Clean- 
ing that  steep  grades  will  be  sanded  when- 
ever the  weather  conditions  require  it. 

The  Divisions  at  Spuyten  Duyvil  and 
Woodstock  have  disbanded.  The  Wood- 
stock Division  will,  however,  re-form  un- 
der different  leadership. 

The  Inwood  Division  reports  that  it  has 
interested  two  new  members,  making  six- 
teen (16)  in  all,  and  a  committee  has  been 
appointed  to  enlarge  its  membership. 
Ways  and  means  are  being  considered  to 
raise  sufficient  funds  to  enable  the  Division 
to  fit  up  and  maintain  a  boy's  reading  room 
in  the  public  school  and  a  committee  has 
been  appointed  to  interview  Dr.  .  Haupt, 
Chairman  of  the  Special  School  Commit- 
tee, in  this  regard. 

An  endeavor  is  being  made  to  get  proper 
sidewalks  laid  on  Dyckman  Street.  A 
letter  was  addressed  to  the  Receiver  of  the 
Third  Avenue  Railroad  requesting  that 
clearer  and  better  signs  be  placed  on  the 
front  of  surface  cars. 

We  received  a  complaint  from  a  mem- 
ber in  Kingsbridge  that  the  attractive  rustic 
fence  which  the  Park  Department  was 
erecting  at  Van  Cortlandt  Park  was  being 
disfigured  by  the  insertion  of  the  letters 
"Annie  Peel?'  opposite  a  saloon  operated 
by  one  Peck.  A  letter  to  Park  Commis- 
sioner Berry  brought  forth  the  reply  that 
he  was  glad  to  have  the  matter  called  to 
his  attention,  that  he  had  spoken  to  his 
Superintendent  in  regard  to  it,  and  that 
though  he  had  been  unable  to  find  the  of- 
fender, he  would  order  the  rebuilding  of 
the  fence  at  this  spot. 

Julia  L.  D  Longfellow, 

Chairman. 


RIVERSIDE 

The  January  meeting  was  held  at  the 
residence  of  Mrs.  Percival  Knauth,  302 
West  76th  Street,  and  although  the  day 
was  very  stormy  nineteen  members  were 
present. 

Ihe  Streets  Committee  of  the  Branch 
reported  that  a  letter  had  been  sent  to  the 
Borough  President  complaining  of  the  con- 
dition of  property  at  64th  Street  and  West 
End  Avenue,  and  that  an  answer  had  been 
received  from  the  Borough  President  stat- 
ing that  the  matter  had  been  referred  to 
the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  with 
instructions  to  give  the  matter  immediate 
attention.  A  letter  was  also  received  from 
the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  stating 
that  the  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Bureau  of 
Highways  had  reported  that  the  owners  of 
the  premises  complained  of  had  been  noti- 
fied to  take  care  of  the  rocks  and  repair 
the  sidewalk  where  necessyy. 

The  Transit  Committee  reported  receiv- 
ing a  letter  of  complaint  in  regard  to  the 
ventilation  of  cars,  and  a  letter  was  written 
to  the  receivers  of  the  Metropolitan  Street 
Railway  Company. 

In  the  reply  received  Oren  Root,  Gen- 
eral Manager  for  the  receivers,  quoted  the 
following  provision  in  the  rules  printed  by 
the  company  for  the  conductors : 

"Care  must  be  taken  to  regulate  ventilators 
according  to  number  of  passengers  and  condi- 
tion of  the  weather,  so  that  the  air  in  the  car 
may  be  kept  cool  and  pure.  An  endeavor 
should  be  made  to  comply  with  all  reasonable 
demands  from  passengers  regarding  doors,  win- 
dows, curtains  and  ventilators.  During  cold 
weather,  as  a  rule,  one  ventilator  at  least 
should  be  kept  open  and  adjusted  so  that  the 
opening  is  toward  the  rear  of  the  car." 

The  Christmas  trees  furnished  with  funds 
given  by  friends  were  appreciated  by  the 
boys  of  both  Posts.  The  boys  find  the 
greatest  discouragement  in  their  work  from 
the  sluggishness  and  inefficiency  of  the 
Tenement  House  Department. 

REPORTS  ARE  NOT  ACTED  UPON 
FOR  MONTHS  WHERE  IMMEDIATE 
ACTION  SHOULD  BE  TAKEN. 

Fire-escapes  are  cleaned  up  one  day  only 
to  be  found  in  an  equally  dangerous  con- 
dition the  next. 

Mr.  Michael  Davis,  Secretary  of  the 
People's  Institute,  addressed  the  Branch  at 
its  last  meeting,  his  subject  being  "Civic 
Education."  The  address  was  exceedingly 
interesting  and  well  received. 

Ida  S.  Cohen, 

Chairman. 
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League  Calendar 


FIRST  MONDAY 

Streets  Committee,  19  East  26th  Street  11  a.  m. 

EVERY  MONDAY 

Riverside  Juvenile  League,  Gymnasium. 

Christ  Church,  71st  Street  and  Broadway, 
Visitors  welcome  8  p.  m. 

Legislative  Committee,  19  Eas:  26th  Street  12  m. 

SECOND  MONDAYS 
Ice-Water  Fountains  Committee,  Residence  of 
Mrs.  Thomas  M.  Dillingham,  chairman, 

8  West  4(^th  btreet  10  a.  m. 

Morrisania,  19  East  26th  Street  to. 30.1.  m. 

Research  Department,  19  East  26th  Street. ..  10.30  a.  m. 

THIRD  MONDAY 

Streets  Committee,  19  East  26th  Street  11  a.  m. 

ALL  TUESDAYS 

Riverside  Juvenile  League,  Gymnasium,  St. 
Michael's  Parish  House,  99th  Street  and 
Amsterdam  Avenue  7  3"  P 

FIRST  TUESDAYS 

Riverside,  Residence  of  Mrs.  Percival 

Knauth,  302  West  76th  Street  n  a.  m. 

SECOND  TUESDAYS 

Finance  Committee,  ig  East  26th  Street  n  a.  m. 

Police  Committee,  19  East  26th  Street  1-30  p.  m. 

ALL  WEDNESDAYS 

Riverside  Juvenile  League.  Drawing  Section, 
St.  Michael's  Parish  House,  ggth  Street 
and  Amsterdam  Avenue  3  3"  P 

SECOND  WEDNESDAYS 

Greenwich.  Residence  of  Miss  Day ,  Chairman, 

28  Fifth  Avenue  11.30  a.  m. 

Riverside  Juvenile  League.  Business  meeting, 
Christ  Church,  71st  Street  and  I>roadway. 
Visitors  welcome  8  p.  m 

THIRD-  WEDNESDAYS 

Central  Committee,  19  Fast  26th  Street  10.30  h.  m. 

FOURTH  WEDNESDAYS 
Murray    Hill,   Residence    of    Mrs.  Barkley. 

Chairman,  14  East  60th  Street.  10  30  a.  m. 

Riverside  Juvenile  League  Business  meeting. 
Christ  Church,  71st  Street  and  Broadway. 
Visitors  welcome  8  p.  m. 

THURSDAYS  FOLLOWING  THIRD 
WEDNESDAY 
Public  Meeting  of  the  League,  19  East  26lh 

Street  n  a  m. 

SECOND  THURSDAYS 

Riverside  Juvenile  League.  I'usiness  Meeting, 

St.  Michael's  Parish  House  7.45  p.  m. 

FOURTH  THURSDAYS 

Riverside  Juvenile  League,  Business  Meeting, 

bt.  .Michael's  Parish  House  7.45  p.  m. 

LAST  THURSDAY 
Brooklyn   Heights,  Brooklyn  Barnard  Club, 

1^2  Remsen  Street  to  30  a.  m 

Executive  Meeting,  same  day  10  a.  m. 

FIRST  FRIDAYS 

House  CommiUce,  19  East  26th  Street  4  p.  m. 

Tenements  Committee,  tq  East  26th  Street ....11  a.  m . 

FOURTH  FRIDAYS 

Chehea,  Chelsea  (iirls'  Club,  434  West  2r.th  St... 2  p.  m. 

MORRISANIA  SUBDIVISIONS 

No  notice  received. 

PROSPECT  HEIGHTS,  BROOKLYN 

Last  of  each  month     Subject  to  cali. 

MEMBERSHIP  COMMITTEE 

Weekly.    Subject  to  call.  • 


OFFICERS 


President 
Vice-President  . 
Acting-Secretary 
Treasurer 


.    Mrs  Aldrich 
.    Mrs.  Thomas  R.  French 
Miss  M.  Serena  Townsend 
Miss  Katharine  S.  Day 


DIRECTORS 


Term  Expiring  1909 


Term  Expiring  1910 


Mrs.  William  M.  Jackson 
Miss  Isabel  Niles 


Miss  Sadie  American 

Miss  Adelaide  Palmer 

Miss  Emily  B,  Van  Amringe 


Mrs.  Gordon  W^endell  • 


Term  Expiring  1911 

Mrs.  Henry  Butterworth 
Mrs.  George  Augustus  Lung 
Miss  Frances  Peters 
Mrs.  George  E.  Waring,  Jr. 

DISTRICT  CHAIRMEN 


Brooklyn,  The  Heights,  Mrs.  Camden  C.  Dike 

Brooklyn,  Prospect  Heights,  Mrs.  Frederic  B.  Pratt 

Chelsea,  Mrs.  Henry  C.  Backus 

Flatbush,  Mrs.  Lewis  German 

Greenwich,  Miss  Katharine  S.  Day 

Kip'^s  Bay,  Mrs.  J.  Noble  Hayes 

Morrisania,  Mrs.  Frederick  W.  Longfellow 

Murray  Hill,  Mrs.  Charles  B.  Barkley 

Riverside,  Mrs  Julius  Henry  Cohen 

ADVISORY  INVESTMENT  COMMITTEE 

Mr.  William  Jay  Schieffelin 
Mr.  Robert  Shaw  Minturn 
Mr.  F.  Ashton  de  Peyster 
Mrs.  Richard  Aldrich 
Miss  K.  S.  Day 


Commissioner  Edwards  Confers  with  Streets  Committee 


No  Women  Inspectors  Appointed  Recently 
The  Need  for  A\ore  Police 
Growth  of  the  League 
The  Fight  Against  the  Court  House 
Riverside  Needs  a  Playground 
The  Lincoln  Colored  Settlement 
Compulsory  Education 
Welcome  to  Another  New  Branch 
Washington  Heights 
Reports  from  Waring  Juvenile  League 
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Report  of  Public  Meeting 
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The  Waring  Juvenile  Citizens'  League- 


The  Lincoln  and  Hudson  Posts 

of  the 

Riverside  Branch. 


Lincoln  Post — "As  I  was  passing  The 
Cornell,  at  97th  Street  and  Central  Park 
West,"  reported  one  of  the  boys,  "last  Tues- 
day, about  eleven  o'clock,  I  saw  the  janitor 
pour  a  lot  of  ashes  in  a  pile  near  the  curb- 
ing. I  asked  him  what  he  meant  by  it,  and 
he  said  it  was  none  of  my  business.  Then 
I  reported  it  that  night  to  our  director,  and 
he  said  I  was  to  go  after  him  again  next 
day,  and  if  he  didn't  put  them  in  a  barrel, 
as  they  are  supposed  to  be,  I  was  to  go 
to  a  policeman  and  report  him.  But  he 
did  what  I  told  him  after  a  little  back 
talk,  'cause  he  knew  I  was  right. 

"I'm  out  after  the  ash  collector  in  that 
neighborhood  now,"  'aid  the  same  boy, 
"because  he  passes  full  barrels  all  the 
time.  His  number  is  299,  and  his  wagon 
is  K  1072.  I  heard  recently  that  the  men 
won't  take  off  the  ashes  unless  they  are 
paid  for  it,  and  I  think  something  ought 
to  be  done  about  it.  DON'T  YOU?" 

"I  work  in  a  fish  market  and  deliver 
every  day  at  2  W.  94th  Street.  It's  a  big 
apartment  house,"  tells  another  boy.  "On 
the  eighth  of  February  I  noticed  an  awful 
smell  over  there  and  on  the  eleventh  I 
reported  it  here.  On  the  fifteenth  an  in- 
spector was  there  and  the  men  were  dig- 
ging in  the  cellar  and  they  found  a  back- 
age  in  the  sewer,  and  it  was  in  awful 
shape,  and  now  they  have  put  in  a  cess- 
pool of  concrete  and  everything  is  fine  and 
there  aint  any  more  smell." 

"We  had  a  great  time  the  other  night 
in  gym  two  of  the  boys  of  the  second 
class  were  caught  out  of  the  room  and 


were  reported  to  the  director.  He  made 
them  confess  and  then  twelve  of  the  fel- 
lows of  the  first  class  were  selected  as  a 
jury  and  tried  the  guilty  pair.  The  fel- 
lows pleaded  their  own  case  and  after 
hearing  all  the  evidence  the  jury  retired 
and  a  decision  was  rendered  in  just  seven 
minutes.  Suspension  for  one  week  was 
the  verdict." 


Hudson  Post — "We  had  a  swell  reception 
for  our  parents  on  the  22d  of  February  at 
the  Parish  House  of  Christ's  Church.  We 
had  over  fifty  there  and  we  had  a  great 
time.  The  ushers  took  the  folks  up  and  in- 
troduced them  to  the  lady  directors,  and  we 
gave  a  sketch  written  by  a  fellow  who  be- 
longs to  the  League,  and  had  some  songs, 
recitations  and  refreshments.  One  of  the 
boys  fainted,  he  faked  it,  we  found  out  af- 
terwards, and  maybe  everything  wasn't  still 
for  a  few  moments  while  the  'first  aid* 
got  busy  on  the  job.  They  opened  up  his 
collar  and  gave  him  some  medicine  out 
of  their  kit-bag  and  carried  him  out  of 
the  room.  Even  the  'first  aid'  didn't 
know  it  was  a  fake,  until  afterwards." 


First-aid  boys  of  the  Lincoln  Post  are 
Alex.  Nicol.  Walter  Swanson,  Francis 
Hogan  and  Ernest  Gossman. 

First-aid  boys  of  the  Hudson  Post  are 
Chester  Bell,  Ed.  Nelson,  Harold  Serjen- 
ian  and  Merrill. 


•  •  •     1 1     •  •  • 

WOMAN'S  MUNICIPAL  LEAGUE 

BULLETIN 


The  regular  monthly  meeting  of 
THE  WOMAN'S  MUNICIPAL 
LEAGUE  was  held  at  19  East  26th 
street  on  Thursday,  February  18,  at 
II  o'clock.  A  large  and  enthusiastic 
audience  crowded  the  League  rooms. 

The  President,  Mrs.  Aldric.h,  stated 
that: 

'Tn  view  of  the  fact  that  legislation 
has  been  introduced  at  Albany,  en- 
deavoring to  affect  the  practice  of 
medicine  and  the  work  of  the  Re- 
search J^aboratories  of  New  York,  the 
League  had  asked  Dr.  Frederick  Lee, 
Professor  of  Physiology,  Columbia 
University,  Dr.  Simon  Flexner, 
Rockefeller  Institute,  and  Dr.  Rosalie 
Slaughter  Morton,  to  speak  in  favor 
of  Animal  Experimentation.  Mrs. 
Diana  Belais,  President  Anti-Vivisec- 
tion Society,  Mr.  G.  M.  Nelson,  and 
six  other  members  of  their  society 
were  asked  to  present  the  views  of 
the  opposition,  and  Mrs.  Belais  and 
Mr.  Nelson  accepted. 
"On  the  17th  the  League  received  a 
letter  from  Mrs.  Belais  stating  that 
although  she  had  intended  having  her 
society  fully  represented,  she  had  re- 
considered the  matter,  and  would  not 
send  anyone,  giving  no  reason  for  her 
refusal. 

"The  communication  was  read  at 
the  Central  Committee  meeting  the 
same  day,  and  although  at  the 
eleventh  hour,  it  was  decided  to  make 
every  effort  to  secure  speakers,  that 
the  discussion  might  go  on.  So  that 
the  speakers  who  were  present  were 
asked  at  the  last  moment  and  their 
willingness  to  appear  and  represent 
the  opposition  was  much  appreciated." 


Dr.  Rosalie  Slaughter  Morton,  who 
was  asked  to  open  the  discussion,  said 
in  part: 

"The  word  vivisection  is  misleading,  for 
four-fifths  of  the  experiments  have  nothing 
to  do  with  surgery,  but  are  inoculations 
from  which  an  animal  at  the  time  suffers 
only  the  pain  of  a  pin  prick. 

"A  large  proportion  of  experiments  are 
for  the  standardization  of  medical  prepara- 
tions. In  order  that  a  drug  may  be  safely 
and  effectively  used  it  should  possess  a 
certain  known  strength.  This  is  notably 
true  of  ergot,  which  is  used  in  one  of  the 
most  perilous  moments  of  a  woman's  life, 
i.  e.,  in  the  hemorrhage  following  child 
birth.  Ergot  rapidly  deteriorates,  and  a 
worthless  drug  at  such  a  time  would 
greatly  increase  the  patient's  peril,  and  this 
cannot  be  standardized  except  by  animal 
experimentation. 

"In  the  Government  Laboratory  in 
Washington  I  saw  a  cat  which,  under  the 
influence  of  an  anaesthetic,  was  being  used 
to  test  a  drug  which,  if  found  pure,  would 
be  given  to  a  thousand  people.  Is  it  worth 
while  to  sacrifice  a  cat  for  the  safety  of 
a  thousand? 

"All  the  local  anaesthetics,  the  princi- 
pal one  of  which  is  cocaine ;  eserine, 
which  has  saved  the  sight  of  many  eyes ; 
and  drugs  used  in  the  treatment  of  heart 
disease,  neuralgia,  headache,  kidnev  dis- 
eases, etc.,  were  introduced  into  medicine 
as  a  result  of  animal  experimentation. 
Many  of  them  having  been  discovered  acci- 
dentally, is  that  not  an  argument  against 
control  of  vivisection? 

"The  present  legislation  is  only  an  enter- 
ing wedge,  and  is  so  stated  by  the  antl- 
vivisectionists.  This  is  unfriendly  even  to 
animals,  for  the  hand  that  would  stay  re- 
search work  deals  a  deadly  blow  to  the 
cure  of  many  diseases  from  which  animals 
suffer. 

"Animals  have  innumerable  diseases, 
bubonic  plague,  tapeworm,  diphtheria,  hy- 
drophobia, etc..  which  they  transtnit  to 
man,  and  these  diseases  have  been  lessened 
by  animal  experimentation.  The  great 
Koch  found  through  experimentation  that 


anthrax,  a  disease  fatal  to  men,  cows,  sheep 
and  other  animals,  was  due  to  the  Bacillus 
anthracis,  and  that  other  great  scientist,  Pas- 
teur, found  a  cure  by  the  same  means.  *  *  * 

"In  diphtheria  I  have  seen  cases  where 
the  membrane  was  not  only  in  the  throat 
but  covered  the  mucous  membrane  of  the 
nose  and  showed  patches  on  the  lip,  yet 
in  forty-eight  hours  after  the  injection  of 
anti-toxin  it  had  disappeared  altogether. 
Surely  the  horse  could  not  be  put  to  a 
better  use,  for  the  curative  serum  secured 
from  an  average  horse  can  cure  six  hun- 
dred children  or  minimize  the  danger  of 
six  thousand  taking  the  disease. 

"Last  year  Dr.  Flexner,  through  the  use 
of  thirty  monkeys,  perfected  a  cure  for 
cerebro-spinal  meningitis,  and  in  two 
months  three  hfindred  children  had  been 
saved  from  death,  idiocy,  blindness,  deaf- 
ness or  paralysis.    Was  it  worth  it? 

"The  natural  death  of  an  animal  is  a 
tragedy.  Thousands  are  killed  for  food 
for  man,  and  when  3^ou  reckon  the  num- 
bers used  for  making  kid  gloves,  kid  shoes, 
fur  coats  and  innumerable  other  purposes, 
you  ask  if  it  is  reasonable  to  object  to 
the  use  of  a  comparatively  few  for  experi- 
mental work. 

"Year  after  year  the  Fourth  of  July 
yields  its  thousands  of  cases  of  tetanus, 
or  lockjaw,  as  a  result  of  infected  acci- 
dental wounds,  particularly  among  chil- 
dren. These  are  cured  by  early  resource 
to  means  learned  through  animal  experi- 
mentation. 

A   PLEA   FOR  OPEN  DISCUSSION. 

The  first  speaker  for  the  opposition  was 
Mr.  James  Townsend.  who  said  that  he 
had  never  taken  any  official  action  in  the 
matter,  but  described  his  interest  as  rather 
that  of  "a  child  crying  in  the  dark"  for 
lieht  on  a  subject  which  seemed  to  him 
a  very  vital  one.  Mr.  Townsend  made  a 
plea  for  the  value  of  open  discussion  of 
any  matter  of  public  interest  and  contro- 
versy, and  expressed  the  opinion  that  no 
risfht  view  of  questions  under  dispute  ever 
suffered  from  being  subjected  to  all  the 
light  possible,  that  ''for  the  life  of"  him, 
he  did  not  see  why  oeople  should  allow 
themselves  to  be  prejudiced  over  whatever 
interest  claims  their  support.  Mr.  Town- 
send  declared  himself  as  "not  opposed  to 
vivisection  under  proper  laws."  but  said  he 
was  strongly  opposed  to  experimentation 
by  unauthorized  persons  without  the  full 
light  of  day,  and  believed  that  all  places 
where  vivisection  is  allowed  should  be  li- 
censed. So  he  could  see  no  reason  why 
anyone  should  object  to  the  present  pro- 
posed legislation.  Mr.  Townsend  acknowl- 
edged his  personal  debt  of  gratitude  to 
the  doctors,  but  could  find  no  hardship  in 


taking  away  from  the  callow  youth,  and 
those  whom  he  is  convinced  do  practice 
cruelty,  the  right  to  practice  the  same,  and 
said  that  where  such  cruelties  do  not  exist 
it  is  difficult  to  see  why  the  doctors  ob- 
ject to  publicity. 

NO   CRUELTY  IN  LABORATORIES. 

Dr.  Simon  Flexner,  of  Rockefeller 
Institute,  considered  it  a  great  privi- 
lege to  be  permitted  to  speak  at 
this  time  of  some  of  the  benefits  of 
animal  experimentation,  particularly 
as  a  considerable  effort  had  been  made 
of  late  to  show  the  benefits  of  the  work 
as  illusionary  and  the  claims  made  for 
them  untrustworthy. 

"I  have  witnessed  and  performed  many 
experiments  on  animals  and  I  have  yet  to 
see  wanton  pain  inflicted  on  any  ani- 
mal. I  have  seen  an  animal  suffer  pain, 
but  I  have  not  seen  an  animal  exposed  to 
unavoidable  pain,  as  every  appliance  and 
safeguard  known  to  science  is  employed 
to  minimize  the  pain  sometimes  inflicted 
in  the  search  for  important  truths. 

"Great  emphasis  has  been  placed  on  the 
'closed  door'  of  the  laboratory.  I  should 
like  to  call  attention  to  the  large  number 
of  scientific  magazines  (published  in  many 
languages,  in  which  the  results  of  scien- 
tific research,  including  animal  experimen- 
tation, are  published  in  such  detail  as  to 
permit  of  their  full  understanding,  or  even 
repetition)  for  you  to  appreciate  the  hol- 
lowness  of  thisi  charge. 

"In  the  interior  of  Africa  there  has  ex- 
isted for  several  years  a  murderous  plague 
which  has  well  nigh  devastated  the  Congo 
region  and  the  coast  of  Victoria  Nyanga. 
The  cause  of  the  sleeping  sickness  was 
discovered  through  animal  experimentation, 
and  this  mode  of  experimentation  has 
yielded,  by  a  logical  chain  of  procedure, 
certain  chemicals,  which  first  tested  suc- 
cessfully on  animals,  now  promise  to  cure 
this   otherwise    fatal   disease.    *    *  * 

"The  whole  success  of  the  United  States 
in  its  work  in  the  canal  zone  was  made 
possible  by  the  discovery  of  the  relation 
of  the  mosquito  to  malaria  and  the  discov- 
ery of  this  relation  was  ,  made  possible  by 
the  principles  acquired  by  animal  experi- 
mentation. 

QUESTIONS  PUT  TO  DOCTORS. 

Mr.  Frederick  P.  Bellamy,  counsel 
for  the  Society  for  the  Prevention  of 
Abuse  in  Animal  Experimentation, 
who  drew  up  the  Davis-Lee  bill,  now 


before  the  Legislature,  spoke  in  de- 
fense of  the  bill.    He  said : 

"I  wish  to  say  that  I  am  not  an  anti- 
vivisectionist.  I  have  the  utmost  respect 
for  what  our  great  scientists  are  doing 
and  I  agree  with  them  in  all  they  say  re- 
garding the  benefits  which  have  resulted 
from  the  practice  of  vivisection.  I  stand 
upon  the  platform  occupied  by  Herbert 
Spencer  when  he  said :  'Within  certain 
limitations  we  regard  vivisection  to  be  so 
justified  by  utility  as  to  be  legitimate,  ex- 
pedient and  right.  Beyond  these  bound- 
aries it  is  cruel,  monstrous  and  wrong 
*  *  *  We  believe  therefore  that  the  com- 
mon interests  of  humanity  and  science  de- 
mand that  vivisection,  like  the  study  of 
human  anatomy  in  the  dissecting  room, 
should  be  brought  under  the  direct  super- 
vision and  control  of  the  State.  The 
practice,  whether  in  public  or  private,  should 
be  restricted  by  law  to  certain  definite  ob- 
jects, and  surrounded  by  every  safeguard 
against  license  and  abuse.' 

"This  is  the  platform  of  the  Davis-Lee 
bill  now  before  the  Legislature,  which 
bill  was  drafted  by  myself  and  which  rep- 
resents the  views  of  the  Society  for  the 
Prevention  of  Abuse  in  Animal  Experi- 
mentation, of  which  society  I  have  the 
honor  to  be  counsel. 

"The  Davis-Lee  bill  does  not  ask  for 
the  prohibition  of  vivisection.  Its  aim  is 
to  protect  scientific  investigation  when  car- 
ried on  by  competent  men  under  proper 
conditions  and  to  prevent  the  abuse  of  vivi- 
section in  the  hands  of  incompetent  and 
unprincipled  quacks,  dabblers  or  medical 
students.  We  are  told  by  the  medical  gen- 
tlemen that  no  cruelty  exists  and  we  are 
challenged  to  point  to  any  specific  instance? 
of  cruelty  which  have  taken  place  within 
recent  years.  We  reply  that  the  reason 
we  cannot  point  to  recent  instances  of 
cruelty  is  because  of  the  impregnable  sec- 
recv  which  surrounds  every  operating 
table.  Vivisection  to-day  is  performed  ab- 
solutely behind  closed  doors  and  no  one 
who  is  not  in  sympathy  with  the  experi- 
menters is  privileged  to  go  behind  those 
doors  or  to  see  what  is  taking  place.  We 
claim  that  there  is  every  oppo'-tnnitv  for 
abuse  and  cruelty,  that  it  took  place  in  the 
past  and  that  we  have  no  proof  that  it 
does  not  take  place  at  the  pres'^nt  time. 
All  that  we  ask  is  that  the  public  may 
know  what  is  being  done  and  be  able  under 
the  law  to  punish  any  act  of  cruelty  which 
takes  place 

"We  are  told  by  the  experimenters  that 
the  law  is  adequate  to  punish  any  abuse  of 
vivisection.  As  a  matter  of  fact  there  is 
no  law  whatever  upon  the  subject  of  vivi- 
section and  it  is  so  conceded  by  many  emi- 


nent lawyers  in  the  State  of  New  York. 
Under  the  law  as  it  stands  to-day  any  per- 
son may  perform  any  experiment  at  any 
time  and  in  any  nlace  with  or  without  the 
use  of  anaesthetics.  We  ask  for  a  law  so 
clear  that  it  cannot  he  misii'iderstood  which 
shall  limit  the  practice  to  licensed  experi- 
menters who  shall  perform  their  experi- 
ments in  licensed  places,  under  proper  con- 
ditions, and  who  shall  render  some  report 
of  what  thev  are  doing.  We  cannot  under- 
stand how  this  reasonable  regulation  could 
interfere  with  legitimate  scientific  work. 

'T  have  frequently  asked  and  now  wish 
to  repeat  to  the  medical  gentlemen  three 
questions  which  T  would  like  to  have  an- 
swered. Up  to  the  present  time  these  ques- 
tions have  not  been  answered.    They  are : 

1.  "How  can  legitimate  scientific  work  by 
competent  men  be  in.iured  by  a  law  which  will 
limit  all  vivisection  to  competent  men? 

2.  "How  can  legitimate  scientific  work  he 
in.iured  by  a  law  which  will  comnol  the  use 
of  ansesthetics  in  all  cases  where  the  success 
of  the  experiment  does  not  make  the  use  of 
ansesthetics  impracticable? 

3.  "If  our  proposed  legislation  does  not 
fully  protect  legitimate  scientific  work,  why  do 
not  these  learned  gentlemen  who  oppose  us 
accept  our  often  repeated  invitnti-^n  and  sug- 
gest some  amendment  which  will  fully  protect 
scientific  research?" 

"RESEARCH  LABORATORIES 
ALWAYS  OPEN." 

Dr.  W.  H.  Park,  Director  of  the 
Research  Laboratory  of  the  Board  of 
Health,  who  spoke  next  in  favor  of 
ariimal  experimentation,  pointed  out 
the  difficulty  of  securins:  inspectors 
who  would  be  able  to  judge  fairly  of 
cruelty. 

"While  it  is  perfectly  true  that  operators 
become  accustomed  to  and  can  therefore 
stand  the  sight  of  blood,  by  which  many 
at  first  are  overcome,  it  does  not  mean 
that  they  are  not  alive  to  the  sufferings 
of  their  patients,  both  animal  and  human.'" 

"The  vaccine  against  small-nox  was  dis- 
covered through  human  experimentation, 
but  is  produced  for  man  by  living  ani- 
mals. Jenner  inade  a  wonderful  discovery 
when  he  found  that  the  milk-maids  who 
became  infected  with  cow-pox  were  im- 
mune to  small-pox.  For  at  that  time 
small-pox  carried  off  more  human  beings 
than  any  other  disease,  except  tuber- 
culosis. During  the  last  year  only  one 
person  died  of  small-pox  in  Greater  New 
York. 

"To-day  po  per  cent  of  all  persons  con- 
tracting diphtheria  are  injected  with  anti- 
toxin, and  it  is  found  that  those  exposed, 

{^Continued  on  page  7) 
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"The  purpose  of  the  League  is  to  promote  among 
women  an  Intelligent  interest  in  municipal  affairs,  and  to 
aid  in  securing  permanent  good  government,  for  the 
City  of  New  York  without  regard  to  party  or  sectional 
lines." 

All  public  spirited  women  are  urged  to 
join  the  League,  and  aid  in  the  great  work 
of  municipal  house  keepmg.  For  further 
information  and  application  for  membership 
apply  to  League  Headquarters  19  East  26th 
Street,  New  York. 


The  most  important  thing  for  the 
members  of  the  League  to  do  for  the 
future  good  of  the  organization  is  to 
take  steps  to  arouse  and  educate  the 
zi'oman  next  door,  TO  BELIEVE 
IN  THE  WORK  WE  ARE  DOING. 

First,  we  must  interest  her. 
Second,  we  must  inform  her  of  our 
work. 

Third,  we  must  convince  her  that 
our  work  is  not  only  worth  while,  but 
that  an  interest  in  civics  is  a  duty 
every  woman  owes  her  city. 

Fourth,  we  must  impress  upon  her 
the  need  of  her  co-operation  and  sup- 
port in  the  League  and  we  must  teach 
her  what  it  will  eventually  mean  to 
the  city,  to  have  thousands  of  women 
striving  for  the  betterment  of  civic 
conditions. 


There  is  no  better  way  to  lay  a 
foundation  for  a  .  larger  membership 
and  a  wider  field  of  operation  for  the 
League  than  through  the  Bulletin. 

Every  member  of  the  League 
should  get  at  least  one  subscriber  for 
the  Bulletin.  Of  that  thousand  sub- 
scribers we  should  enroll  five  hundred 
new  members  of  the  League. 

For  remember  the  Bulletin  goes 
every  month  to  make  its  appeal  for 
recognition  and  support,  and  also  con- 


tains a  report  of  the  work  being  done 
by  the  branches  throughout  the  city, 
extending  from  Flatbush  to  Mor- 
risania,  an  extensive  territory  to  cover 
with  but  ten  active  branches  and  only 
one  thousand  members  when  we 
should  have  FIFTY  BRANCHES 
and  TWENTY  THOUSAND  MEM- 
BERS. 

THERE  IS  WORK  TO  DO. 
SEND     IN    ONE  SUBSCRIP- 
TION TO-DAY. 


It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  all 
reports  in  the  Bulletin  are  neces- 
sarily condensed  and  such  will  be  the 
case  uritil  a  greater  fund  is  set  aside 
for  a  larger  publication.  It  is  par- 
ticularly to  be  regretted  in  a  case 
where  there  is  so  much  interesting 
material  as  in  the  last  public  meeting. 
The  discussion  lasted  over  two  hours 
before  a  vote  was  taken,  therefore, 
owing  to  our  limited  space,  it  was 
necessary  to  leave  out  all  matter  ex- 
cept that  bearing  directly  on  the  legis- 
lation under  discussion,  and  only  ex- 
cerpts were  used  from  papers  we 
otherwise  would  have  used  in  full. 


Brighter  Prospects  for  1909. 

The  Finance  Committee  is  glad  to  report 
the  continued  success  and  value  of  the 
plan  of  making  the  Central  Treasury  the 
depository  of  all  the  funds  of  the  League, 
as  during  January  we  received  nearly  four 
dollars  interest.  We  have  also  received 
an  accession  from  Prospect  Heights  of 
their  bank  balance  of  $191.10,  and  the 
newlv-organized  district  of  Flatbush  has 
voted  25  per  cent  of  their  dues  to  the 
'League. 

The  Advisory  Investment  Committee 
has  given  us  several  suggestions  on  which 
I  hope  to  report  in  March. 

A  resolution  was  passed  that  the  Treas- 
urer, ex-officio,  be  a  member  of  the  Ad- 
visory Investment  Committee. 

Mrs.  MacDougall  has  consented  to  serve 
as  Chairman  on  Entertainments,  and 
plans  are  being  discussed  for  the  near 
future ;  which,  with  the  help  of  the  newly- 
organized  Membership  Committee,  and 
the  increasing  dues,  should  bring  the 
League's  income  into  closer  relationship 
with  the  necessary  running  expenses. 

K.  S.  DAY,  Chairman. 
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Commissioner  Edwards  Confers 
with  Streets  Committee. 

_At  the  first  meeting  of  the  Streets  Com- 
mittee in  February  a  variety  of  matters 
in  regard  to  local  complaints ;  Waring 
Juvenile  Citizens'  Leagues ;  snow  removal, 
etc.,  were  discussed  and  acted  upon,  and 
the  Brooklyn  Heights  Branch  announced 
that  it  would  take  up  the  Waring  medal 
street  cleaning  work,  in  that  district.  This 
is  particularly  desirable  as  it  will  be  espe- 
cially valuable  to  have  the  work  going 
on  both  in  Brooklyn  and  Manhattan. 

Commissioner  Edwards  was  present  at 
our  second  meeting,  to  which  also  were 
invited  all  members  of  the  Branch  Streets 
Committees,  and  we  had  a  very  interest- 
ing conference  with  him  on  various  phases 
of  the  work  in  the  Street  Oeaning  Depart- 
ment. He  expressed  himself  as  very  anx- 
ious to  secure  the  interest  of  every  citizen 
and  said  that  he  was  most  willing  to  co- 
operate with  us  in  every  way.  He  prom- 
ised more  of  the  new  rubbish  cans  to  be 
distributed  throughout  the  city,  wherever 
needed,  and  also  offered  us  the  services 
of  an  organizer  from  the  Department  in 
forming  Waring  Juvenile  Leagues  among 
the  children. 

K.  S.  DAY,  Acting  Chairman. 


No  Women  Inspectors  Appointed 
Recently. 

The  Tenements  Committee  held  its  regu- 
lar monthly  meeting  Friday,  February  ist. 

One  of  the  members  stated  that,  after 
further  investigation,  the  violations  of  the 
law  on  the  part  of  owners  of  certain  tene- 
ments, which  had  been  previously  reported 
and  given  to  the  Tenement  House  Depart- 
ment for  attention,  were  found  to  have  re- 
lapsed into  the  old  condition,  and  it  was 
decided  to  remind  the  Commissioner  of 
these  facts. 

The  reports  from  the  two  tenement 
house  committees  of  the  League  Branches 
in  Brooklyn  showed  great  vigor  and  splen- 
did work  under  way  and  being  accom- 
plished. 

The  committee  has  not  given  uo  the 
hope  of  securing  the  licensing  of  janitors, 
in  accordance  with  its  former  plan. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  one  hundred  new 
inspectors  of  tenements  had  been  aopointed 
and  no  women  among  them,  the  Chairman 
and  Secretary  of  this  committee  called 
UDon  the  Commissioner  to  ask  the  reason. 
The  answer  given  was  that  not  a  woman's 
narne  had  _  been  presented  to  him  by  the 
Civil  Service  Examiners,  and  it  was  im- 
possible, therefore,  for  him  to  appoint  any. 

The  chairman  is  glad  to  report  that  mov- 


ing picture  shows  in  tenement  houses  have 
been  practically  stopped,  also  that  better 
work  in  the  way  of  enforcing  the  laws 
governing  tenement  houses  will  be  possi- 
ble now  that  more  inspectors  have  been 
secured. 

HELEN  M.  FRENCH,  Chairman. 

[Magistrate  Breen  handed  down  a  decision 
recently  to  the  effect  that  moving  picture 
shows  in  tenement  houses  are  a  violation  of 
the  law.  Should  this  ruling  be  upheld  by  the 
higher  courts,  it  will  mean  a  revolutionizing 
of  the  moving  picture  business,  in  New  York 
City,  as  probably  75  per  cent  of  the  moving 
picture  shows  in  New  York  are  given  in  the 
ground  floor  rooms  of  tenement  houses. — Ed.] 


The  Need  for  More  Police. 

In  considering  the  need,  of  New  York 
City,  for  a  larger  police  force  the  peculiar 
distribution  of  population  must  be  remem- 
bered and  taken  into  account.  In  many 
parts  of  Manhattan  we  have  in  one  city 
block  the  population  of  a  small  town.  In 
other  boroughs  we  have  small  communi- 
ties and  extensive  rural  districts.  To  prop- 
erly care,  for  such  extended  and  diverse 
precincts,  requires  a  large  number  of  men, 
in  proportion  to  the  population.  But  in- 
stead of  having  that  large  proportion  we 
have  a  much  smaller  one,  than  most  cities 
of  the  first  class,  both  here  and  abroad. 
Berlin,  for  an  example,  has  one  policeman 
to  every  three  hundred  and  forty  popu- 
lation ;  we  have  but  one  policeman  to 
four  hundred  and  fifty-six  population. 

Commissioner  Bingham  feels  the  great 
need  for  fifteen  hundred  more  men,  which 
would  even  then  make  the  proportion  only 
one  to  four  hundred.  Surely  this  does 
not  seem  a  great  demand  for  one  of  the 
richest  cities  in  the  world. 

The  placing  of  photographs  in  the 
Rogues'  Gallery,  of  persons  accused  of 
crime  before  they  are  proven  guilty,  and 
the  printing  in  a  newspaper  of  large  cir- 
culation the  pictures  of  children  brought 
intp  Juvenile  Courts  are  both  matters,  that 
may  well  engage  the  attention  of  the 
League. 

The  public  must  be  made  to  realize  the 
great  injustice  often  done  in  the  first 
case,  and  the  danger  of  nullifying  the  good 
of  a  separate  court  for  children  in  the 
other. 

ANNA  JACKSON,  Chairman. 


Growth  of  the  League. 

The  Membership  Committee  is  very 
busy  formulating  plans,  for  an  extensive 
campaign,  for  increasing  the  membership 
of  the  League.  The  district  membershin 
chairmen  are  to  appoint  two  of  their  com- 
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mitfee  fo  inquire  into  resignations.  Two 
others  will  act  as  a  reception  commit- 
tee to  meet  new  members  at  their  first 
meetings. 

Since  January  ist  over  one  hundred  new 
members  have  joined  the  League,  a  good 
showing  for  but  two  months. 

LOUISE  WARNER,  Chairman. 


The  Fight  Against  the  Court  House. 

The  Greenwich  district  was  represented 
by  a  committee  at  the  first  hearing  in  re- 
gard to  the  proposed  Washington  Square 
Court  House,  before  the  Board  of  Esti- 
mate and  Apportionment,  and  is  co-oper- 
ating with  other  societies  opposing  this 
site  and  is  prepared  to  take  whatever 
measures  may  be  necessary  to  secure  ef- 
fective opposition.  We  feel  that  the  prin- 
ciple, that  our  parks  and  squares  should 
not  be  encroached  upon  for  any  purpose, 
other  than  for  the  people's  pleasure,  cannot 
be  too  strongly  upheld. 

Greenwich  wishes  to  report  progress 
along  the  various  plans  outlined  last  month. 

K.  S.  DAY,  Chairman. 


Riverside  Needs  a  Playground. 

The  meeting  of  the  Riverside  Branch 
held  on  Tuesday,  February  first,  was  a 
short  one,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  hear- 
ing before  the  Local  Board  of  Aldermen 
on  the  proposed  playground  in  99th  street 
was  set  for  that  morning. 

Fifteen  of  our  members  appeared  on 
behalf  of  the  movement.  Mrs.  Clarence 
Burns  spoke  about  the  playground  which 
had  been  in  operation  on  99th  street  some 
years  ago,  and  the  present  need  for  a  simi- 
lar playground.  Mr.  Marvin  gave  some 
statistics,  which  were  gathered  at  the 
Juvenile  Court,  concerning  the  high  per- 
centage of  arrests  in  that  district  and  an- 
swered many  Questions  put  to  h-m  by  Bor- 
ough President  Ahearn, 

Mr.  Charles  B.  Stover  of  the  Playground 
Association  also  spoke  in  favor  of  a  play- 
ground in  that  district,  arguing  the  fact 
that  the  East  Side  has  nine  playgrounds, 
while  the  West  Side  but  three.  The  chair- 
man of  Riverside  opened  the  argument  and 
introduced  the  speakers. 

President  Ahearn  suggested  that  the 
city  be  asked  to  lease  the  property  for  a 
term  of  years,  The  Woman's  Municipal 
League  to  equip  and  run  it,  and  if  it  could 
thereby  be  proven  a  necessity,  the  city  to 
condemn  and  buy  the  land.  The  entire 
matter  was  referred  to  the  Chief  Engineer 
for  investigation. 

The  Parks  Committee  of  Riverside 
states  that  the  bridges  in  Central  Park 


reported  to  Commissioner  Smith  as  irr  a 
dangerous  condition  have  been  repaired 
and  are  now  in  an  excellent  condition. 

The  Streets  Committee  of  the  Branch 
had  printed  and  distributed  to  all  the  dis- 
trict members,  the  city  ordinance,  which  has. 
to  do  with  the  removal  of  snow.  And  it 
also  recommended  that  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men be  asked  to  define  the  width  of  the 
cutter  that  the  householder  is  expected  to 
clean  in  snowy  weather,  with  the  sugges- 
tion that  it  be  made  the  width  of  a  vehicle,, 
so  when  vehicles  pass  near  the  curb  the 
snow  is  not  again  thrown  into  the  gutter. 

IDA  S.  COHEN,  Chairman. 


The  Lincoln  Colored  Settlement. 

The  January  meeting  of  the  Heights 
Branch  was  a  large  one  and  was  devoted 
to  the  subject  of  work  among  the  colored 
people  in  our  immediate  neighborhood. 

The  head  worker  at  the  Lincoln  Settle- 
ment in  Fleet  Street  told  us  about  the 
work  done  there  and  Mrs.  C.  M.  Lawton, 
a  colored  woman,  read  a  paper  on  "How 
to  Reach  the  Unreached"  of  her  own  race. 
Both  women  spoke  of  the  disorder  and 
noise  among  the  colored  people  in  the 
saloons  and  streets,  especially  at  night. 
We  feel  that  our  branch  of  the  League  can 
use  its  influence  to  good  advantage  by  co- 
operating with  the  settlement  workers  and 
others  in  their  efforts  to  have  this  state  of 
things  remedied.  Steps  have  already  been 
taken  in  this  direction  by  calling  personally 
on  the  Police  Commissioner. 

ANGLESEA  WILLETS,  Secretary. 


Compulsory  Education. 

Prospect  Heights  held  its  January  meet- 
ing on  the  22d.  Twenty  members  were 
present. 

Mr.  E.  B.  Shallow,  Associate  City  Sup- 
erintendent of  Public  Schools,  spoke  to  us 
on  the  "Compulsory  Education  of  the 
Truant." 

In  carrying'  on  this  work  Mr.  Shallow  says  he 
has  eighty-five  helpers.  "The  compulsory  law  is 
carefully  watched  in  New  Yorlc.  Every  State 
has  laws  dealing  with  compulsory  education 
but  in  some  States  they  are  poorly  enforced. 
Under  the  law  in  New  York  all  children  must 
attend  school  unless  an  employment  certificate 
is  obtained,  which  permits  children  from  14 
to  16  to  go  to  work  if  their  record  has  been 
satisfactory.  An  amendment  of  this  law  can 
now  make  a  child,  if  idle,  attend  school  even 
if  he  has  a  certificate.  An  effort  is  being  made 
to  change  the  age,  for  a  child  entering  school, 
to  seven  years. 

"The  Juvenile  Probation  Association  tries  to 
elevate  the  standards  of  the  children  and  it 
uses  its  influence  to  tide  them  over  difliculties 
and  gives  them  numerous  trials  toward  better 
efforts  in  obeying  the  law," 
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The  Tenements  Committee  reported  tliat 
they  have  taken  steps  to  co-operate  with 
the  Federation  of  Churches.  The  Secre- 
tary of  that  organization  asked  that  in- 
vestigations be  made  of  certain  buildings 
vi'hich  had  been  reported  in  bad  condition, 
"at  the  time  of  the  exhibition  of  the  Con- 
gestion of  Population. 

A  request  has  been  received  asking  that 
incorrect  numbering  of  houses  on  certain 
streets,  where  numbers  were  repeated, 
should  be  corrected.  There  is  ouite  a 
heavy  fine  for  incorrect  numbering. 

CAROLINE  A.  L.  PRATT,  Chairman'. 


Welcome  to  Another  New  Branch* 

Mrs.  Eliza  Zabriskie  invited  a  number 
of  Flatbush  women  to  her  home  on  Tues- 
da-"  afternoon,  January  26.  to  meet  Mrs. 
Aldrich  and  Mrs.  Dike  and  hear  an  ac- 
count of  the  work  done  by*  The  Woman's 
Municipal  League  of  New  York.  After 
listening  to  a  most  interesting  and  instruc- 
tive talk  on  the  work  of  the  League  it  was 
decided  to  form  a  Flatbush  Branch.  Mrs. 
Lewis  German  was  appointed  temporary 
chairman  with  power  to  appoint  commit- 
tees. Mrs.  German  took  the  chair  and  ap- 
pointed Miss  Louise  Za'Briskie,  Mrs.  J.  T. 
Robb.  and  Mrs.  George  Boardman  on  the 
Nominating  Committee.  Mrs.  J.  E.  Rob- 
erts, Mrs.  Frank  Hodgman,  and  Mrs.  T. 
H.  Whitney  were  asked  to  draft  the  by- 
laws for  the  Branch.  Miss  Carola  Brown 
acted  as  Secretary. 

On  February  4th  a  second  meeting  was 
held  at  the  residence  of  Mrs.  Zabriskie. 
The  committee  appointed  read  the  by-laws 
drafted,  they  were  taken  up  seriatim,  and 
approved. 

The  Nominating  Committee  then  pre- 
sented the  following  names :  For  Chair- 
man, Mrs.  Lewis  German  :  for  Vice-Chair- 
man, Mrs.  George  E.  Waldo ;  for  Secre- 
tary, Mrs.  Richard  B.  Browne;  for  Treas- 
urer. Mrs.  Frank  Hodgman.  All  were 
unanimously  elected. 

Up  to  the  present  date  39  members  have 
been  enrolled. 

MRS.  LEWIS  GERMAN;  Chairman. 


Washington  Heights. 

As  a  result  of  the  visits  of  the  organiz- 
ing secretary,  in  that  section,  a  meeting  of 
the  Washington  Heights  Branch  was  held 
at  the  residence  of  Mrs.  Charles  L.  Guy, 
335  Convent  Avenue,  on  Thursdav,  Febru- 
ary 18,  at  3  :30  o'clock. 

The  sixteen  ladies  present  showed  great 
interest  in  the  information  presented  by 
Mrs.  William  M.  Jackson,  who  spoke  of 
the    work    of    The    Woman's  Municipal 


League  in  general,  and  Mrs.  Spencer  Wei- 
ton,  who  spoke  on  the  Waring  Juvenile 
Leagues  of  Riverside,  and  the  work  of  the 
Bulletin. 

Dr.  Wood,  Director  of  Physical  Training 
at  Teachers'  College,  gave  a  very  interest- 
ing address  on  ^'Woman^s  Civic  Duty." 

No  permanent  chairman  for  the  district 
could  be  secured,  at  this  meeting,  so  Mrs. 
Guy  consented  to  become  acting  chairman 
and  to  preside  at  the  next  meeting,  when  it 
is  hoped  that  a  full  organization  may  be 
effected.  Mrs.  Addy  will  report  on  streets, 
and  Mrs.  Bliss  on  playgrounds  at  the  March 
Meeting  of  the  Branch. 

M.  YONGE,  Organizing  Secretary. 


{Continued  from  Page  ^) 

if  injected  with  a  few  drops  of  the  anti- 
toxin serum  are  rendered  immune. 

"The  number  of  deaths  from  that  dread 
disease  has  rapidly  lessened  from  year  to 
year.  It  is  reckoned  that  there  is  an  an- 
nual saving  of  100,000  lives  by  this  serum 
discoviered  by  animal  experimentation." 

RESTRICTION    BY  LEGISLA- 
TION,  SUGGESTED. 

In  reply  to  what  the  doctors  said  in 
regard  to  the  great  good  that  vaccine 
had  done,  Miss  Nina  D.  Gregory  cited 
the  many  dangers  resulting  from  the 
use  of  vaccine  and  said  that  sanita- 
tion and  segregation  had  more  to  do 
with  the  stamping  out  of  smallpox 
than  had  vaccination.  She  also  said 
that  a  strict  regard  for  health  regula- 
tions, cleanliness,  proper  food,  and 
disinfection,  had  done  much  more  to- 
ward lessening  yellow  fever  than  all 
the  experiments  made  along  lines  of 
animal  experimentation,  and  that  the 
same  applied  most  particularly  to 
tuberculosis. 

Miss  Gregory  then  read  a  paper 
by  Mr.  Tabor,  Secretary  of  Vivisec- 
tion Reform  Association,  which  sug- 
gested three  methods  of  dealing  with 
the  question. 

1.  To  prohibit  vivisection. 

2.  To  let  it  alone. 

3.  To  restrict. 

[It  i!5  much  to  bp  regrptted  that  thp  above 
address  cannot  be  given.  The  manuscript  was 
being  ccmdensed  for  publication,  when  it  was 
withdrawn  at  the  request  of  Miss  Gregory, 
—Ed.] 


ANIMALS    CAN    BE  COM- 
PLETELY ETHERIZED. 

Dr.  John  W.  Draper  Maury,  Di- 
rector of  the  Laboratory  for  Surgi- 
cal Research,  said  in  part : 

"It  has  been  said  that  aa  animal  could 
not  be  given  enough  ether  to  make  it  in- 
sensible to  pain,  but  I  can  assure  you  that 
animals  can  be  rendered  insensible  to  pain 
by  anesthesia,  as  can  man.  Having  given 
complete  anesthesia  to  over  one  thousand 
dogs,  I  feel  that  I  can  speak  with  author- 
ity. 

"I  wish  also  to  call  your  attention  to  the 
circulars  scattered  broadcast  representing 
cruel  devices  used  in  the  laboratory  for 
operations  on  animals,  and  to  say  that  it 
is  obviously  foolish  tO'  suppose  that  these 
devices  would  hold  the  animal  securely 
enough  to  make  operation  possible.  Our 
animals  are  always  etherized  in  the  arms 
of  an  attendant  and  then  placed  upon  tne 
table  and  their  legs  tied  by  very  slender 
cords. 

"In  answer  to  the  question :  'What  has 
animal  experimentation  done  for  the  prog- 
ress of  human  surgery?'  I  wish  to  call 
your  attention  to  the  infusion  of  blood. 

•  "THE    EXISTING    LAW  SUF- 
FICIENT." 

Dr.  Frederick  S.  Lee,  Professor  of 
Physiology  in  Columbia  University, 
answered  Mr.  Bellamy's  questions. 

"The  general  law  against  cruelty,  con- 
stituting Section  655  of  the  Penal  Code, 
is  sufficiently  broad  in  its  scope  to  deal 
with  all  abuses  in  animal  experimentation. 
This  position  is  held  and  expressed  by 
Judge  Charles  Andrews,  Chief  Justice  of 
the  Court  of  Appeals,  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  and  is  substantiated  by  the  recent 
conviction  for  improper  vivisection  in  New 
York  of  two  optical  students,  Messrs.  Har- 
rison and  Warschmidt. 

"Why  de  we  object  to  special  legislation? 
Because  there  is  so  little  abuse  in  animal 
experimentation  that  legislation  is  uncalled 
for. 

"Secondly,  all  proposed  legislation  goes 
further  than  prevention  of  cruelty  and 
punishment  for  abuses. 

"As  to  anaesthetics :  The  surgeon  must 
not  have  his  hand  tied  in  the  matter  of 
giving  anaesthetics.  You  will  allow  the 
surgeon  to  give  or  withhold  anaesthetics 
according  to  his  judgment  in  his  work 
on  human  beings,  then  why  restrict  him 
with  animals? 


"As  to  inspection :  We  object  to  in- 
spection for  the  same  reason  that  every 
intelligent,  educated  man  would  object  to 
inspection  in  his  own  special  work." 

After  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  speakers 
of  both  sides,  Miss  Katharine  S.  Day, 
Treasurer  of  the  League,  offered  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

"Resolved  :  That  the  Woman's  Municipal 
League  opposes  the  passage  of  the  Davis 
and  Murray  bills,  and  requests  the  Council 
of  the  New  York  Academy  of  Medicine  to 
appoint  a  committee,  'unless  such  a  com- 
mittee exists,'  with  a  view  of  ascertain- 
ing whether  or  not  the  present  laws  of 
this  state  completely  cover  cases  of  abuse, 
which  could  be  perpetrated  by  practitioners, 
students  and  employees ;  also  whether  fur- 
ther legislation  is  needed  to  secure  free- 
dom of  access  to  laboratories ;  or  whether 
such  access  not  having  been  questioned,  is 
guaranteed  by  custom." 


By  a  rising  vote  of  the  League 
members  present,  the  resolution  was 
passed. 

A  letter  was  written  to  the  Council 
of  the  New  York  Academy  of  Medi- 
cine advising  them  of  the  foregoing 
resolution  and  the  following  resolu- 
tions were  received  in  reply: 

"Whereas,  The  Council  of  the  New 
York  Academy  of  Medicine  has  been  of- 
ficially requested  by  the  President  of  The 
Woman's  Municipal  League,  of  the  city  of 
New  York,  to  express  its  convictions  with 
reference  to  the  competency  of  the  present 
statutes  relating  to  cruelty  to  animals  to 
prevent  and  to  punish  abuse  of  animal  ex- 
perimentation in  the  State  of  New  York; 
and 

''Whereas,  The  same  League  has  re- 
quested the  said  Council  of  the  New  York 
Academy  of  Medicine  to  express  its  views 
on  the  matter  of  the  publicity  of  animal 
experimentation;  it  is  therefore  unani- 
mously 

"Resolved  by  the  Council  of  The  New 
York  Academy  of  Medicine,  that  it  is  its 
conviction  that  first,  the  present  laws  of 
New  York  arc  adequate  to  confine  the 
practice  of  animal  experimentation  to 
proper  persons  and  to  punish  all  cases  of 
cruelty,  and  second,  that  the  wide  and  full 
publication,  in  scientific  and  medical  jour- 
nals, of  the  results  of  animal  experimenta- 
tion, and  the  free  access  to  the  laboratories 
which  custom  prescribes  for  credited  and 
properly  interested  persons,  are  sufficient  to 
refute  the  charge  of  secrecy  in  laboratories 
in  which  experiments  on  animals  are  per- 
formed." 


LEAGUE  CALENDAR 


Separate  Cars  for  Women 

The  regular  monthly  meeting  of  the  Woman's  Municipal  League,  to  "which 
all  members  and  their  friends  are  in'vited,  m)ill  take  place  at  the  headquarters 
of  the  League,  19  East  26th  Street,  on  Thursday,  March  18th, 
at  //  a,m. 

The  subject  of  the  day  <will  be  ^'Separate  Cars  for  Women/' 
Mrs,  Frederick  Longfellom),  'who  is  in  charge  of  the  Special  Committee 
endeavoring  to  secure  the  trial  of  Separate  Cars  for  Women''  on  the  Sub<way 
and  Elevated  roads  during  the  rush  hour,  has  planned  for  an  open  discussion 
of  the  subject.    Among  the  speakers  Tvill  be  Mrs*  Gabrielle  Steivart  Mulliner, 

A  large  attendance  is  desired,  as  this  is  a  subject  of  vital  interest  to  all 
<women  in  Nevj  York  City, 

M.  Serena  Townsend,  Acting-Secretary. 


FIRST  MONDAYS 

Streets  Committee,  iq  East  26th  Street  ...iia.  m. 

ALL  MONDAYS 

Hudson  Post,  Riverside  Juvenile  League, 
Gymnasium,  Christ  Church,  71st  Street 
and  Broadway,  Visitors  w-lcome  7.45  p.  m. 

Legislative  Committee,  19  East  26th  Street. .  11.30  a  m. 

SECOND  MONDAYS 
Ice- Water  Fountains  Committee,  Residence  o\ 
Mrs.  Thomas  M.  Dillingham,  Chairman, 
8  West  49th  Street  10  a.  m, 

Morrisania,   Residence  of  Mrs.  Longfellow, 

Chairman,  Riverdale  lo.joa.  m. 

Research  Department,  19  East  26th  btreet. .  .10.30  a.  m. 

THIRD  MONDAYS 

Streets  Committee,  19  East  26th  Street  iia.  m# 

ALL  TUESDAYS 

Lincoln  Post,  Riverside  Juvenile  League,  Gym- 
nasium, St.  Michael's  Parish  House,  225 
West  99th  Street  7.45  p.  m. 

FIRST  TUESDAYS 

Riverside,  Residence  of  Mrs.  Percival 

Knauth,  302  West  76th  Street  n  a.  m. 

SECOND  TUESDAYS 

Finance  Committee,  19  East  26th  Street  11  a.  m. 

Police  Committee,  19  East  26th  Street  1.30  p.  m. 

ALL  WEDNESDAYS 

Both  Posts,  Riverside  Juvenile  League,*  Emer- 
gency Class,  St.  Michael  s  Parish  House, 
225  West  'jgih  Street   4  p.  m. 

FIRST  WEDNESDAYS 
House  Committee.  19  East  26th  Street  4  p.  m. 

Hudson  Post,  Riverside  Juvenile  League,Cl»rist 
Church,  71st  Street  and  Broadway ,  Business 
Meeting  7.45  p.  m. 

SECOND  WEDNESDAYS 
Greenwich.  Residence  ot  Miss  Day ,  Chairman, 

28  fifth  Avenue.  11.30  a.  m. 


THIRD  WEDNESDAYS 

Central  Committee,  19  East  26th  Street  10.30  a.  m. 

Hudson  Post,  Riverside  Juvenile  League,  Christ 
Church,  71S1  Street  and  Broadway,  Busi- 
ness Meeting  7.45  p.  m. 

FOURTH  WEDNESDAYS 

Murray    Hill,   Residence   of    Mrs.  Barkley, 

Chairman,  14  East  60th  Street  1030a.  m. 

Washington    Heights.    Residence    of  Mrs. 

Charles  L.  Guy,  335  Convent  Avenue. . .  .3  30  p.  m. 

ALL  THURSDAYS 

Lincoln  Post,  Riverside  Juvenile  League,  St. 
Michael's  Parish  House,  225  West  99th 
Street,  Dancing  Class   4  p.  m. 

Membership  Coramiitee,  19  East  26th  Street...  ri  a.  m, 

FIRST  THURSDAYS 

Membership  Committee,  19  East  26th  Street. . .  n  a.  m. 

Flatbush,  Directors'  Room,  Flatbush  Water 
Works  Co.,  cor.  Flatbush  Ave.  and  Lenox 

Road  TO. 30  a.  m. 

SECOND  THURSDAYS 

Riverside  Juvenile  League,  Business  Meeting, 
St.  Michael's  Parish  House.  225  West  99th 
Street  7.4s  P-  m. 

FOURTH  THURSDAYS 

Riverside  Juvenile  League,  Business  Meeting. 
St.  Michael's  Parish  House,  225  West  99th 
Stieet  7.45  p.  m. 

LAST  THURSDAYS 

Brooklyn   Heights,  Brooklyn  Barnard  Club, 

132  Remsen  Street  to. 30  a  m. 

Executive  Meeting,  same  day  10  a.  m. 

FIRST  FRIDAYS 
Tenements  Committee,  19  East  26th  Street  n  a.  m. 

FOURTH  FRIDAYS 

Chelsea,  Chelsea  (iirls' Club  434  West  2Qth  St. ..a  p.  m. 

MORRISANIA  SUBDIVISIONS 
West  Bronx,  Second  and  Fourth  Thursdays. . .   3  p.  m, 

PROSPECT  HEIGHTS,  BROOKLYN 

Last  of  each  month     Subject  to  call. 
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WOMAN'S  MUNICIPAL  LEAGUE 

BULLETIN 


March  Meeting  on  3eparate  Cars 
for  Women. 

An  audience  of  sixty  of  the 
League  members  and  their  friends 
gathered  in  the  Assembly  Room  at 
19  East  26th  Street,  on  March  18th, 
to  discuss  the  effort  being  made  by 
Mrs.  Longfellow,  Chairman  of  the 
League's  Committee  on  Transporta- 
tion, to  secure  a  separate  car  for 
women  on  the  subway  and  elevated 
trains. 

Mrs.  Gabrielle  Stewart  Mulliner 
in  presenting  the  subject  for  discus- 
sion spoke  in  substance  as  follows : 

The  object  for  which  we  are  agitating 
is  the  reservation  of  one  car  on  all  trains 
on  the  subway  and  elevated,  for  the  ex- 
clusive use  of  women  and  children. 

"We  have  a  precedent,  iii  asking  for  a 
special  car  for  certain  classes  of  a  com- 
munity, as  for  instance  the  smoking  car 
on  most  railroad  trains  and  the  men's  side 
on  ferries,  where  no  women  are  allowed. 

"We  are  confident  that  this  car  would  be 
filled  and  that  there  would  be  no  waste 
space.  It  would  be  much  more  easy  and 
comfortable  for  women  to  enter  a  car  in  a 
crowd  of  women  than  one  composed 
largely  of  men  and  it  would  also  be  less 
uncomfortable  and  annoying  to  be  crowded 
by  women  than  by  men. 

"Then  there  is  a  matter  of  the  absorption 
of  vitality  in  a  crowd.  I  have  had  inter- 
esting talks  with  eminent  physicians  on 
this  point  and  they  agree  that  the  stronger 
in  a  crowd  absorb  the  vitality  of  the 
weaker  factors  with  whom  they  come  in 
contact." 

Mrs.  Lonefellow  also  spoke  on  the  work 
of  the  Committee  to  date  and  its  future 
plans,  the  substance  of  her  address  being 
found  in  the  report  of  the  Transportation 
Committee. 

In  the  general  discussion  which  then 
took  place  the  following  points  were 
touched  upon : 

To  the  suggestion  that  traveling  in  the 
rear  car  was  more  dangerous,  it  was  an- 


swered that  the  first  car  has  been  found 
just  as  fatal  in  rear-end  collision,  and 
that  that  form  of  accident  was  very  un- 
usual on  the  subway  owing  to  the  elaborate 
safeguards. 

Why  the  rear  car?  The  statistical  rec- 
ords of  the  engineers  of  the  subway,  which 
we  have  consulted  for  every  hour  in  the 
day,  show  that  the  rear  car  is  at  all  times 
the  least  occupied.  The  first  car  is  the 
next  least  used  and  the  six  middle  cars 
most  crowded. 

The  custom  of  reserving  smokers  on 
railroad  and  elevated  trains  for  the  ex- 
clusive use  of  men  and  the  "Jim  Crow" 
cars  for  colored  people  in  the  South  was 
discussed.  It  was  claimed  that  in  the 
South  the  whites  are  not  allowed  to  go 
into  the  cars  reserved  for  negroes.  Custom 
also  sets  aside  the  first  three  seats  in  their 
open  cars  for  the  negroes,  and  whites  are 
not  allowed  to  use  them  even  if  the  car  is 
otherwise  crowded. 

It  was  voted  at  the  end  of  the  discus- 
sion, that  the  Woman's  Municipal  League 
heartily  support  Mrs.  Longfellow's  Com- 
mittee in  their  demand  for  a  special  car 
on  the  subway  and  elevated  trains,  and 
that  they  assist  in  every  way  possible  to 
secure  the  adoption  of  the  plan  and  to 
insure  its  success. 


Report   of   the   Chairman    of  the 
Transportation  Committee  on  the 
Plan  for  the  Reservation  of  a 
Car  for  Women. 

The  plan  for  the  reservation  of  a  sepa- 
rate car  for  women  on  the  subway  and 
elevated  trains  was  originally  proposed  at 
a  meeting  of  the  League  in  December  last 
and  after  a  discussion  as  to  its  practica- 
bility, the  undersigned  was  appointed  to 
organize  a  committee  for  the  purpose  of 
promoting  the  scheme. 

As  we  had  first  entertained  the  hope  that 
the  Interborough  Company  might  be  con- 
vinced that  there  were  no  unsurmountable 
difficulties  to  the  adoption  of  the  plan,  the 
operating  officials  of  the  company  were 
approached  and  the  suggestion  offered  that 


a  fair  test  be  made  to  determine  its  prac- 
ticability. The  interviews  with  the  officials 
of  the  road  were  not  however  productive 
of  satisfactory  results,  as  they  stated  that 
they  had  already  considered  the  proposition 
and  believed  it  impossible  for  operating 
reasons.  The  specific  reasons  which  led 
them  to  this  conclusion  were  not  convinc- 
ing. Among  other  things  they  suggested 
that  there  would  be  delay  in  the  loading 
and  dispatching  of  trains,  but  the  officials 
admitted  that  such  objections  were  not 
based  upon  any  actual  test,  but  merely 
their  opinions. 

Becoming  convinced  that  endeavors  to 
secure  voluntary  action  by  the  Interbor- 
ough  Company  would  be  unavailing,  the 
next  step  was  an  application  to  the  Public 
Service  Commissioners,  who  by  law  are 
empowered  to  order  such  chane-es  in  the 
operation  of  the  underground,  surface,  and 
elevated  svstems  in  New  York  City,  as  in 
their  opinion  will  increase  transportation 
facilities  and  result  in  benefit  to  the  travel- 
ing public.  Commissioner  Eustis  evinced  a 
friendly  interest  in  the  suggestion  and 
promised  to  give  it  a  public  hearing  upon 
our  making  a  formal  application  therefor. 

Then  came  the  work  of  preparing  the 
evidence  necessary  to  demonstrate  the 
necessity  and  feasibility  of  the  plan  and  to 
meet  any  objections  which  might  be  urged 
against  it.  There  were  two  well-defined 
lines  to  follow  besides  proving  the  general 
discomfort  and  inconvenience  caused  to 
w^omen  by  overcrowding. 

First. — That  women  met  with  physical 
injuries,  often  serious,  at  rush  hours. 
Some  well-known  physicians  signified  their 
readiness  to  testify  to  the  truth  of  this. 

Second. — That  unaccompanied  women 
and  girls  were  frequently  subjected  to  in- 
sults and  indignities.  Testimony  along  this 
line  has  also  been  obtained. 

Besides  the  actual  work  of  preparing  for 
the  hearing  the  Chairman  has  embraced 
the  opportunity  to  speak  at  as  many  public 
meetings  as  possible  in  order  to  awaken 
interest  in  the  plan  and  that  it  might  be 
thoroughly  understood.  One  difficulty  en- 
countered has  been  a  misconception  which 
has  arisen  to  the  effect  that  the  plan  was 
one  for  the  absolute  segregation  of  men 
and  women  on  the  trains  and  nearly  all  of 
the  objections  which  have  been  raised  to 
the  plan  have  been  based  on  this  misconcep- 
tion. By  public  speaking  and  communica- 
tions through  the  newspapers  this  erroneous 
impression  has  been  effectually  dispelled, 
and  the  real  plan  placed  before  the  public. 
n?mely :  to  reserve  one  car  on  each  train, 
where  women  may,  if  they  desire,  travel 
solely  in  the  company  of  their  own  sex, 
especially  those  who  are  physically  unable 
to  cope  with  the  fearful  crushes,  those  who 
travel  with  children,  and  those  who  have 


suffered  from  insults  and  indignities  from 
whi:h  they  have  been  powerless  to  escape. 

The  work  also  involved  the  organization 
of  a  committee  of  fifty,  not  only  for  such 
active  assistance  as  some  of  the  members 
could  offer,  but  also  for  the  moral  support 
which  is  so  important  in  a  movement  of 
this  character.  A  list  of  the  Committee  of 
Fifty  organized  by  the  Chairman  is  an- 
nexed to  this  report. 

HUDSON  TUNNEL  COMPANY 
GRANTS  TRIAL. 

One  of  the  public  meetings  which  the 
Chairman  found  it  desirable  to  attend  in 
the  course  of  the  work  was  a  meeting  at 
the  City  Club  at  which  an  opportunity 
was  presented  to  discuss  the  plan  with  the 
president  of  the  Hudson  Tunnel  Company, 
who  stated  that  while  he  could  see  great 
advantage  to  women  passengers  in  such  a 
plan,  that  it  seemed  impracticable  from  an 
operating  standpoint.  About  a  week  later 
the  Chairman  was  agreeably  surprised  to 
receive  k  letter  from  Mr.  McAdoo  to  the 
effect  that  after  a  careful  consideration  of 
the  matter  he  had  determined  that  the  plan 
was  worthy  of  a  fair  test  and  that  he 
would  shortly  put  it  in  operation  on  his 
system,  and  on  March  31st  this  was  done. 
At  Mr.  McAdoo's  invitation,  the  Chairman 
met  him  at  the  Twenty-third  Street  station 
of  the  Hudson  Tunnel  and  was  enabled  to 
observe  the  actual  working  out  of  the  plan 
for  two  hours  on  the  evening  of  the  first 
day. 

Her  observation  of  the  working  of  the 
reserved  car  on  this  system  convinced  her 
that  it  was  practicable  and  that  the  objec- 
tions and  difficulties  urged  to  the  plan  were 
largel)^  imaginary.  The  women  seemed  to 
welcome  the  opportunity  and  it  did  not 
apnear  to  interfere  with  the  expeditious 
loading  and  dispatching  of  trains  in  the 
slightest  degree.  This  was  in  large  part 
due  to  the  careful  arrangements  made  by 
the  Hudson  Tunnel  System  to  insure  a 
fair  and  thorough  test.  The  company  had 
placed  extra  guards  near  the  rear  car  with 
instructions  to  call  out  the  change  and  had 
stationed  at  the  entrance  stairway  another 
guard,  whose  sole  duty  was  to  assist 
women  who  were  ladened  with  bundles 
and  were  carrying  children.  One  of  these 
guards  was  seen  to  take  from  a  tired 
woman's  arms  a  lusty  babv,  carry  it  down 
the  stairway  across  the  platform  and  place 
it  gently  down  on  the  seat  beside  its 
mother  in  the  rear  car. 

INTERBOROUGH  WILLING  FOR  A 
TEST. 

On  the  same  day  that  the  experiment 
was  put  in  effect  on  the  Hudson  Tunnel 
System,  the  Interborough  Company  signi- 
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fied  its  willingness  to  make  a  test  of  the 
plan,  and  informed  the  Public  Service 
Commission  that  it  awaited  the  instruction 
of  the  latter  before  making  the  necessary 
changes.  I  am  confident  that  if  the  plan  is 
given  as  sincere  a  trial  on  the  Intcrborough 
System  it  will  be  an  equal  if  not  a  greater 
success,  as  on  a  long  haul  the  advantages 
to  women  will  be  correspondingly  greater. 
It  lies,  however,  with  the  women  whether 
the  reserved  rear  car  will  become  an  es- 
tablished thing.  They  must  indicate  their 
desire  for  it  by  constantly  using  it,  by 
boarding  the  trains  as  rapidly  as  possible 
and  by  moving  to  the  rear  of  the  car,  thus 
preventing  congestion  in  the  entrance  end. 
We  feel  that  the  outlook  for  the  permanent 
adoption  of  the  plan  is  bright  and  we  are 
more  than  ever  convinced  that  it  will 
prove  a  boon  to  a  great  majority  of  women 
traveling. 

JuLtA  L.  D.  Longfellow. 


The  Committee  of  Fifty,  who  have  this 
in  charge,  are :  Mrs.  F.  W.  Longfellow, 
Chairman ;  Miss  Mazie  Delafield,  Miss 
Elizabeth  Dodge,  Miss  Sadie  American, 
Miss  Vivia  Monroe,  Mrs.  Frederic  B. 
Pratt,  Miss  Katherine  S.  Day,  Mrs.  Henry 
C.  Backus,  Mrs.  J.  Warren  Goddard,  Mrs. 
Arthur  M.  Dodge,  Mrs.  Charles  B.  Bark- 
ley.  Mrs.  Richard  Aldrich,  Mrs.  Maturin 
Delafield,  Miss  .  Julia  Delafield,  Mrs.  J. 
Noble  Hayes,  Mrs.  Henry  Parish,  Jr.,  Mrs. 
Lydia  K.  Commander,  Mrs.  Leonard  E. 
Opdycke,  Mrs.  Morris  K.  Jesup,  Mrs. 
George  Haven  Putnam,  Mrs.  H.  Fairfield 
Osborn,  Mrs.  Wm.  Cummings  Story,  Mrs. 
Cynthia  Westover  Alden,  Dr.  Grace  Peck- 
ham  Murray,  Mrs.  James  H.  Hickey,  Mrs. 
John  DeWitt  Warner,  Mrs.  Margaret 
Holmes  Bates,  Mrs.  Cornelia  K.  Hood, 
Mrs.  Gerard  Bancker,  Dr.  F.  W.  Monell, 
Mrs.  Henry  Villard,  Mrs.  Stephen  R.  Post, 
Mrs.  Julia  Herrick  Moody,  Miss  Florence 
Finch,  Mrs.  Anna  L.  Goessling,  Miss  Grace 
Strahan,  Miss  Lurkine,  Mrs.  Gabrielle 
Stewart  Mulliner,  Mrs.  N.  Coe  Stewart, 
Mrs.  Charles  De  Kay,  Mrs.  Nelson  Wor- 
den  Miss  Grace  H.  Dodge,  Mrs.  Horace 
See,  Mrs.  xMbert  Singer,  Mrs.  Simkhovitch, 
Mrs.  Slosson,  Mrs.  James  L.  Wells,  Mrs. 
Howard  Townsend,  Mrs.  Harry  Hastings, 
and  Mrs.  Miriam  Lutes  Price. 


Legislative  Committee's  Activities. 

The  Legislative  Committee  has  held  reg- 
ular meetings  each  Monday,  except  Wash- 
ington's Birthday,  since  the  last  monthly 
meeting,  February  i8th.  Mrs.  Aldrich  pre- 
sided March  ist,  Mrs.  Loines,  as  chairman 
pro  tem.,  on  March  8th  and  15th. 

The  three  following  bills  were  reported 
to  the  introducers  as  duly  approved  by  the 
Woman's  Municipal  League. 


Assembly,  297.  Maries.  Increasing  tlie 
penalty  hy  fine  or  iini)risonraent  or  both  for 
tlie  person  in  conuol  of  an  automobile  who 
abandons  persons  injured  or  killed. 

Asseiii'blu,  388.  Ooldherg.  Town  bill,  to 
repeal  the  law  which  makes  it  necessary  to 
have  the  consent  of  every  individual  super- 
visor for  the  establishment  in  the  country  of 
tuberculosis  hospitals  needed  for  the  city. 

Assembly,  183.  Olore.  To  improve  con- 
ditions on  election  day  by  promoting  a  clearer 
understanding  of  questions  to  be  voted  upon. 

In  view  of  the  vast  amount  of  useless 
legislation  that  never  gets  beyond  the  com- 
mittee to  which  it  is  referred,  and  to  the 
fact  that  the  opinions  of  a  disfranchised 
class  have  no  place  in  many  of  the  matters 
considered  by  the  Legislature,  it  seems  best 
to  your  Committee  to  confine  itself  to  bills 
that  directly  concern  women  and  children 
and  to  those  projects  which  have  to  do 
with  the  safe-guarding  and  improving  of 
our  city,  and  to  moral  subjects,  rather  than 
to  the  technical  points  of  the  charter,  etc. 

It  was  voted  to  oppose  the  bill  of  Senator 
Grady  to  place  the  Academy  of  Design  in 
Central  Park. 

The  Committee  voted  to  approve  most 
heartily  of  the  Newcomb-Grabaud  bills  in 
regard  to  dancing  academies.  T  his  is  the 
bill  in  which  Mrs.  Israels  is  interested  for 
which  she  asks  volunteers  at  the  Albany 
hearing  w  hen  it  is  appointed. 

The  bill  for  an  appropriation  for  the 
Hendrick  Hudson  Boulevard  on  the  Pali- 
sades was  also  approved,  as  a  fitting  me- 
morial of  the  coming  celebration. 

Assembly,  1107.  Conklin.  For  safety  ap- 
pliances on   elevators  was  also  endorsed. 

The  Murphy  and  Travis  bills  for  the  sup- 
pression of  indecent  posters,  were  also  con- 
sidered. 

The  Society  for  the  Prevention  of 
Cruelty  to  Children  has  been  very  urgent 
in  asking  our  support  of  a  special  state 
board  of  probation  for  children.  Senate, 
222  Meade-,  Assembly,  ill  Travis.  The 
Committee  has  hesitated  to  take  action  on 
this,  as  there  is  already  a  statf  board  of 
probation,  and  it  seems  undesirable  to  mul- 
tiply state  boards.  It  is  a  fact,  however, 
that  with  our  more  enlightened  work  for 
children,  in  special  courts,  etc.,  this  sub- 
ject should  have  greater  attention.  This  bill 
will  at  least  bring  to  the  front  the  thrash- 
ing out  of  the  subject  as  to  whether  we 
should  have  a  special  commission  or  an 
improved  one.  It  is  therefore  heartily 
approved. 

Four  bills  of  Voss  and  also  one  of 
Weinert  for  the  protection  of  women  and 
children  were  heartily  approved  by  this 
Committee  and  will  be  presented  more  fully 
later.    These  in  brief  are: 

Assembly,  953.  Voss.  Prohibiting  the  em- 
ployment of  children  under  14  in  any  busi- 
ness specified  in  section  161  of  the  labor  law. 

{Continued  on  page  5) 
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THE  BULLETIN. 

Published  by  The  Woman's  Municipal  League. 

Mrs.  Spencer  Welton,  Editor. 

Address  all  communications  to 
The  Bulletin. 


19  East  26th  Street  ....  New  York. 
Published  Monthly  ...  50  cents  yearly. 

"The  purpose  of  the  League  is  to  promote  among 
women  an  intelligent  interest  in  municipal  affairs,  and  to 
aid  in  securing  permanent  good  government,  for  the 
City  of  New  York  without  regard  to  party  or  sectional 
lines," 

All  public  spirited  women  are  urged  to 
join  the  League,  and  aid  in  the  great  work 
of  municipal  house  keepmg.  For  further 
information  and  application  for  membership 
apply  to  League  Headquarters  19  East  26th 
Street,  New  York. 


Another  Change  in  Constitution. 

The*  Central  Committee  considers  it 
necessary  that  there  be  an  assistant 
treasurer,  and  you  are  asked  to  vote 
on  the  following  amendment  to  the 
Constitution  at  the  April  public  meet- 
ing of  the  League,  to  be  held  at  19 
East  26th  Street  on  Thursday,  April 
22,  at  II  a.m. 

That  paragraph  I  of  the  Constitu- 
tion which  reads  "The  officers  of  the 
League  shall  be  as  follows :  A  presi- 
dent, two  or  more  vice-presidents,  a 
secretary,  a  recording  secretary,  and  a 
treasurer  .  .  shall  be  changed  to 
read:   ''and  an  assistant  treasurer.'^ 


Public  Meeting  Notes. 

After  the  change  in  the  Constitution 
voted  for  at  the  last  public  meeting  of 
the  League,  providing  for  "a  Record- 
ing Secretary  and  one  or  more  Vice- 
Presidents,"  in  addition  to  the  officers 
originally  named.  Miss  M.  Serena 
Townsend  was  elected  Secretary  and 
Mrs.  Edward  E.  Loomis,  Recording 
Secretary,  of  the  League,  to  serve  un- 
til November,  1909. 

It  was  suggested  by  Miss  Day  that 
all  organizations  interested  in  immi- 
grants and  immigration  should  show 
concern  in  the  fact  that  the  reappoint- 
ment of  M^r.  Watchorn  as  Commis- 


sioner of  Immigration  was  reported 
to  be  held  up  in  the  Senate. 

It  was  voted  that  the  Woman's 
Municipal  League  send  a  letter  urg- 
ing the  confirmation  of  the  reappoint- 
ment of  Commissioner  Watchorn. 


Fifty=five   New   Members   of  The 
League  This  Month. 

We  have  averaged  fifty  new  mem- 
bers each  month  this  year.  If  we  can 
keep  that  up  during  the  year  we  will 
add  fifty  per  cent,  to  our  entire  mem- 
bership roll  in  1909. 


Resources  of  the  League. 

(Estimated  on  1908-09  Dues  to  April  i, 
1909.) 

Donors                                         5  $500 

Sustaining  Members                      5  125 

Contributing  Members                 16  160 

$5  District  Members                   50  250 


76  $1,035 

Balance  of  members  (about  1,000)  pay 
less  than  $5,  of  which  the  majority  give  $1. 

Our  record  of  new  members  for  this 
fiscal  year  shows  161  to  April  ist. 


Gala  Day  Planned. 

A  "Fete  de  Maie"  in  the  interests  of 
the  Woman's  Municipal  League  will  be 
given  Saturday,  May  22d,  on  the  grounds 
of  the  Delafield  estate  at  Riverdale-on- 
Hudson,  under  the  auspices  of  the  follow- 
ing ladies :  Mrs.  Ricliard  Aldrich.  Mrs. 
R.  Fulton  Cutting.  Miss  Julia  Livingston 
Delafield,  Mrs.  Seth  Low,  Mrs.  V.  Everit 
Macy.  and  Mrs.  Russell  Sage.  Tickets  at 
$2  each  may  be  obtained  from  Miss 
Florence  V.  Doane,  18  West  Thirty- fourth 
Street,  city.  Please  make  checks  payable 
to  F.  V.  Doane,  Manager,  Entertainment 
Committee. 


Aleeting  at  the  Plaza. 

On  April  ist  at  the  Plaza  Hotel,  owing 
to  the  generosity  of  one  of  the  members  of 
the  League,  a  meeting  was  held  to  discuss 
various  topics  of  interest  now  before  the 
public. 

Dr.  Walter  Bensel  of  the  Department  of 
Health  spoke  on  the  prevalence  of  the 
cocaine  habit  in  New  York  City  and  the 
need  for  effective  legislation  on  the  subject 
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He  said  that  the  department  needed  a 
fund  for  obtaining  evidence  of  the  illegal 
handling  of  cocaine,  and  asked  the  League 
to  help  raise  it. 

Mr.  Alfred  Manierre  spoke  on  the  same 
subject. 

Judge  Whitman  dealt  with  the  unfair 
criticism  of  the  Magistrates,  which  he 
said  often  rose  through  the  ignorance  of 
the  condition  and  nature  of  the  work  the 
Magistrates  do,  on  the  part  of  the  public. 

Mr.  Parsons  spoke  on  the  conditions  of 
the  streets  and  highways  and  the  difficul- 
ties encountered  in  keeping  the  city  clean 
and  enforcing  the  regulations. 

Dr.  Henry  A.  Stimson  presided  and  in- 
troduced the  speakers,  and  gave  a  brief 
resume  of  the  League's  work. 


Outlining  Work  for  Factory 
Employees. 

Members  of  the  Streets  Committee  are 
trying  to  get  owners  of  shops  and  factories 
to  allow  Mr.  Simons  of  the  street  cleaning 
department  to  give  talks  to  their  employees, 
on  how  to  help  clean  New  York  City. 

Some  of  the  members  of  the  Committee 
themselves  intend  giving  talks  on  the  sub- 
ject, hoping  to  interest  the  men  in  bringing 
in  reports  on  violations. 

The  Chairman  reported  an  interview  that 
she  and  Mrs.  Wardell  of  Brooklyn  had 
with  Mrs.  Whaley,  who  was  willing  to  in- 
vestigate for  the  award,  of  medals  in  the 
street  cleaning  department. 

Miss  Day  was  empowered  to  engage  the 
investigator. 

Ida  S.  Cohen,  Secretary. 

{Continued  front  page  j) 

Assembly,  954.  Voss.  Employer's  liability 
toward  children  under  1Q. 

Assembly,  955..  Voss.  Defining  "factory" 
to  include  :tll  structures  in  connection  with 
manufacturing  establishments,  such  as  sheds, 
etc. 

Assembly,  1017.  Yoss.  New  provisions 
prohibiting  the  emp'oyment  of  women  and 
children  in  dangerous  work. 

Assembly,  10.'{2.  Weinert.  Extending  law 
regarding  women  and  children,  which  now 
applies  to  cities  of  the  first  class,  through- 
out the  state. 

The  Committee  also  approved  of  the  fol- 
lowing Assembly  bills,  previously  referred 
to  Miss  Hart: 

722.  Welier.  Providing  for  an  extra  man 
on  street  railway  cars  from  6  to  9  o'clock 
A.  M.  and  from  5  to  8  o'clock  P.  M.  to  assist 
conductors. 

729.  Murray.  Providing  for  the  opening 
of  county  offices  from  9  to  4  o'clock, 

7.^.S.  Bolian.  Regarding  Eleventh  Avenue 
tracks. 

785.  Ghwk.  Regarding  toilet-rooms  in  ele- 
vated stations  in  Brooklyn. 

773.  Orecn^  For  house'  of  detention  for  in- 
ebriates In  Brooklyn. 

Mary  H.  Loines,  Chairman  pro  tern. 


The  Fight  Against  the  New  York 
Herald. 

The  Police  Committee  feels  that  its 
work  extends  beyond  matters  pertaining 
only  to  the  police  department,  to  all  re- 
formatory efforts,  and  has  therefore  been 
interesting  itself  in  the  crusade  against  the 
New  York  Herald's  practice  of  publishing 
the  pictures  of  the  children  brought  into 
the  children's  court. 

The  Committee  approves  the  efforts  of 
the  Murray  Hill  Branch  to  have  matrons 
in  Central  Park  the  whole  twenty-four 
hours.  Anna  Jackson,  Chairman. 


Since  the  above  report  was  written  we 
understand  from  various  sources  that  the 
Herald  has  stopped  taking  pictures  of  chil- 
dren brought  into  the  Juvenile  Court.  As 
none  have  appeared  in  recent  issues,  the 
Woman's  Municipal  League  desires  to  con- 
gratulate the  Herald  on  its  ready  response 
to  their  plea  against  the  use  of  these  pic- 
tures. 


Waring  Medal  Appeal. 

The  Streets  Committee  appeals  for  the 
help  and  interest  of  the  public  in  carrying 
out  this  year,  in  two  districts,  those  of 
Brooklyn  Heights  and  Greenwich,  the 
work  so  successfully  started  last  year,  in 
Greenwich,  to  give  Waring  medals  and 
prizes  to  the  best  sweeper,  the  best  garbage 
collector  and  driver,  and  the  best  section 
foreman  of  the  street  cleaning  department 
in  the  two  districts. 

Everyone  wishes  to  have  clean  streets. 
And  to  help  secure  them  we  believe  it  de- 
sirable to  recognize  good  work  done  in  the 
department,  through  the  employees  them- 
selves, and  consequently  create  a  standard 
of  excellence,  by  bringing  to  their  notice 
the  fact  that  the  public  is  interested  in  their 
work. 

The  plan  is  approved  both  by  ex-Com- 
missioner Crowell,  under  whose  auspices  it 
was  started,  and  by  the  present  commis- 
sioner, Mr.  Edwards. 

To  secure  a  proper  inspection  so  that  the 
medals  may  be  justly  awarded  requires 
money  and  the  Committee  will  be  grateful 
for  any  interest  shown  in  this  way. 

Checks  may  be  sent  to  the  Treasurer,  19 
East  26th  Street 


In  a  talk  to  the  Daughters  of  1812  re- 
cently, Commissioner  Edwards  said  that  he 
"advised  them  to  do  similar  work  to  that  of 
the  (ireenwlch  branch  of  Woman's  Municipal 
I^/eague,  which  gives  prizes  and  Waring  medals 
to  the  men  of  the  street  cleaning  force  in  its 
district  for  keeping  the  streets  in  good  con- 
dition." 


fee  Water  Fountain  Balance. 


Murray  Hill  Gives  Tea  at  Plaza. 


At  the  meeting  of  the  Ice  Water  Foun- 
tain Committee  the  Treasurer  reported  a 
balance  on  hand  January  i,  1909,  of  $234.95. 

It  was  voted  to  try  to  raise  money  for 
the  Committee  by  sending  out  an  appeal, 
using  three  thousand  names  on  the  Charity 
Organization  list,  in  the  hope  of  reaching 
as  large  a  number  of  charitably  inclined 
people  as  possible. 

It  was  decided  to  send  with  this  appeal 
a  copy  of  the  letter  of  appreciation  of  the 
great  benefit  of  the  fountains,  received  from 
Bethany  Chapel. 

The  Committee  hopes  that  it  will  be  pos- 
sible for  the  Chairman  of  each  branch  to 
be  present  at  the  meetings  of  the  Ice  Water 
Fountain  Committee. 

Mary  L.  Holmes,  Secretary. 


Waring  Medal   Work  Commences 
Soon. 

The  Streets  Committee's  investigation  for 
the  award  of  the  Waring  medals  will  be- 
gin this  year  in  April,  and  we  hope  that  it 
will  be  as  successful  in  its  work  and  in 
arousing  the  interest  of  the  men  as  it  was 
last  year.  One  of  the  winners  last  year 
informs  us  that  he  is  working  for  the  gold 
medal  this  year. 

Commissioner  Edwards  has  promised  an- 
other rubbish  can  for  Astor  Place  and  also 
for  Fourteenth  Street. 

A  number  of  our  members  have  visited 
our  district  street  cleaning  stable  at  408 
West  Fifteenth  Street  and  were  shown  over 
it  by  Superintendent  Sullivan,  and  were 
pleased  and  interested  to  see  in  what  excel- 
lent condition  it  is  kept. 

We  have  requested  the  Transportation 
Committee  to  take  up  the  question  of  the 
excessive  height  of  the  steps  on  the  new 
surface  cars,  which  are  very  inconvenient 
for  short  or  elderly  people.  And  we  have 
also  referred  to  them  the  condition  of  the 
toilet  rooms  of  the  subway  stations, 

A  letter  to  the  Interborough  Company 
regarding  the  restoration  of  a  bench  on  the 
Eighth  Street  elevated  station,  brought  it 
out  of  a  retreat,  where  it  had  been  for  sev- 
eral months. 

For  the  benefit  of  the  Greenwich  mem- 
bers I  wish  to  say  that  a  vigorous  cam- 
paign is  being  waged  against  the  boys 
annoying  cheap  burglar  alarms  in  the  shops 
of  the  districts.  The  police  are  very  grate- 
ful to  any  witness  who  will  testify  to  this 
disturbance. 

If  any  members  or  friends  of  members 
will  let  me  know  of  instances  of  the  kind 
I  will  be  glad  to  notify  the  proper  au- 
thorities. K.  S.  Day,  Chairman. 


On  Monday,  the  fifteenth  of  March,  a 
very  interesting  "tea"  was  given  at  the 
Plaza  Hotel,  presided  over  by  Mrs.  Charles 
Barkle}',  and  largely  attended  by  represen- 
tative members  of  the  Murray  Hill  Branch. 
Mrs.  Barkley,  in  her  opening  address, 
called  attention  to  the  lack  of  public  spirit 
in  this  city,  which  she  said  accounted 
largely  for  the  neglect  of  the  trees  in  the 
park  and  of  the  untidy  conditions  in  many 
of  our  great  thoroughfares.  Among  the 
speakers  presented  to  the  audience  were 
Mrs.  Nathan  and  Mr.  William  Jay  Schief- 
felin.  Taking  as  her  subject  "The  Civic 
Duties  of  Women,"  Mrs.  Nathan  explained 
the  changed  conditions  in  women's  domestic 
affairs — the  greater  necessity  now  for  tak- 
ing part  in  reforms  affecting  their  own 
households — as  compared  with  the  simpler 
mode  of  life  in  the  past,  when  woman's 
only  care  was  for  those  living  inside  the 
walls  of  her  home.  Mr.  Schieffelin  made 
an  agreeable  impression,  referring  to  the 
present  intelligent  attitude  of  women  to- 
ward matters  municipal. 

Following  the  formal  speeches  amicable 
and  animated  discussions  were  in  order, 
and  all  the  members  agreed  upon  the  suc- 
cess of  the  "tea." 

Alice  H.  Greenleaf,  Secretary. 


Flatbush  Growing  Steadily. 

Thursday,  March  4th,  the  first  regular 
business  meeting  of  the  Flatbush  Branch 
was  held,  at  u  o'clock.  The  day  was  a 
very  stormy  ofte,  but  nevertheless  a  quorum 
was  present,  and  we  were  able  to  transact 
such  business  as  came  before  the  meeting. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Membership  Com- 
mittee presented  fifteen  names  for  member- 
ship. The  members  present  voted  to  con- 
tribute 25  per  cent,  of  our  dues  to  the 
Central  Committee  of  the  League. 

The  members  were  urged  to  subscribe  to 
the  Bulletin.  Nearly  all  of  those  present 
subscribed. 

The  by-laws  were  corrected  so  that  our 
annual  meeting  will  take  place  the  first 
Thursday  in  November,  in  order  to  have 
the  fiscal  year  of  the  Flatbush  Branch  con- 
form with  the  other  branches  of  the 
League. 

Mrs.  Lewis  German,  Chairman. 


Censorship  Committee. 

At  the  request  of  Mr  John  Collier,  of 
the  People's  Institute,  Miss  Townsend,  the 
Secretary  of  the  League,  attended  the 
meeting  of  the  Committee  on  Censorship 
of  the  Moving  Picture  Shows,  which  was 
held  on  March  5,  at  the  rooms  of  the 
League  for  Political  Education. 
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Riverside  Reports  Activities  in 
Many  Directions. 

The  Riverside  Branch  meeting  held  on 
Tuesday,  March  2,  was  attended  by  nine- 
teen members. 

The  Treasurer  stated  that  we  have  ten 
new  members  paying  in  thirty-five  dollars. 
All  but  twenty  of  our  old  members  have 
paid  their  dues  for  the  year. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Streets  Committee, 
Mrs.  Rose,  stated  that  a  second  letter  had 
been  sent  to  the  authorities  regarding  the 
failure  to  remedy  conditions  complained  of 
previously,  in  regard  to  sidewalks.  A  reply 
was  received  and  read.  It  stated  that  the 
householder  could  not  be  pressed  to  make 
necessary  repairs  during  the  unfavorable 
weather,  but  that  steps  would  be  taken  to 
order  repairs  as  soon  as  the  weather  con- 
ditions permitted. 

1  he  Streets  Committee  reported  through 
Miss  Morgenstern,  having,  visited  eight 
schools  in  the  district,  to  distribute  the 
monographs  on  civics.  In  every  case  they 
were  well  received  by  the  principals,  who 
evinced  much  interest  and  frequently  asked 
for  additional  copies.  One  principal  thought 
the  matter  of  such  importance  that  she  used 
it  for  the  basis  of  a  talk  at  a  "mothers' 
meeting." 

The  Parks  Committee  reported  that  it 
had  registered  its  protest  with  Commis- 
sioner Smith  against  the  proposed  Acad- 
emy of  Design  in  Central  Park.  It  was 
urged  that  if  this  precedent  were  set,  there 
would  rea.sonably  follow  requests  from 
other  societies  for  permission  to  build  in 
various  parks  of  the  city. 

Last  month  the  Waring  Leagues  sent  out 
in  each  number  of  the  Bulletin  a  subscrip- 
tion blank  soliciting,  from  those  interested, 
anv  amount  from  the  very  inconsiderable 
sum  of  five  cents  monthly  up.  This  was 
done  so  that  the  Waring  Leagues  might 
have  a  definite  amount  per  annum  for  a 
working  basis. 

So  far  very  few  responses  have  been 
made.  About  one  hundred  and  thirty-five 
dollars  is  needed  to  run  the  two  posts  for 
the  remainder  of  the  season  and  there  is 
in  the  treasury  only  twenty-five  dollars  and 
seventy-one  cents.  We  should  like  to  begin 
next  autumn  with  some  assured  amount  and 
not  have  to  begin  b\^  begging  for  funds. 

At  the  next  meeting  of  Riverside  we  hope 
to  have  Dr.  E.  R.  L.  Gould  address  us. 

Ida  S.  Cohen,  Chairman. 


Prospect  Heiglits  Many  Interests. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Prospect 
Heights  Branch,  the  Legislative  Committee 
reported  the  efforts  being  made  by  civic  and 
social  bodies  for  the  establishment  in  New 


York  City  of  reputable  dance  halls  in  place 
of  those  now  in  existence,  where  liquor  is 
sold  and  opportunities  for  immoral  conduct 
is  afforded. 

The  Committee  also  reported  six  bills, 
three  of  which  we  were  asked  to  take  action 
upon.  Also  at  the  Committee's  request  it 
was  moved  and  carried  that  one  dollar  be 
appropriated  by  the  branch  to  the  associa- 
tion, which  keeps  the  Legislative  Commit- 
tee of  the  League  informed  of  all  bills  in- 
,troduced  during  the  legislative  session  in 
Albany. 

The  Tenements  Committee  reported  the 
rectification  of  incorrect  numbering  on 
apartment  houses,  which  the  Committee 
had  called  to  the  attention  of  the  proper 
authorities. 

The  branch  was  asked  to  send  a  protest 
to  the  Mayor  against  the  removal,  by  Dr. 
Darlington,  of  so  many  Board  of  Health 
inspectors  in  Brooklyn,  but  the  latter's 
action  in  replacing  fifteen  of  them  rendered 
the  protest,  for  the  time,  unnecessary. 

Miss  Overton,  the  head  of  the  Executive 
Board  of  the  Lincoln  Settlement,  which 
has  been  started  in  this  district,  spoke  of 
the  necessity  of  such  a  settlement  in  each 
colored  neighborhood,  and  said  that  the 
Free  Kindergarten,  Day  Nursery  and  the 
District  Colored  Nurse  were  appreciated  by 
the  people,  and  from  this  as  a  nucleus  a 
large,  comfortable  settlement  has  been 
formed. 

Two  colored  students  from  Pratt  Insti- 
tute teach  classes  on  Saturday.  One  of 
these  young  women,  who  is  to  teach  in  the 
colored  public  schools  in  St.  Louis,  has  a 
wonderful  talent  in  clay  modeling,  and  by 
her  gracious  and  winning  manner  has  a  re- 
markable influence  over  her  race. 

A  letter  of  protest  has  been  written  to 
the  Brooklyn  Rapid  Transit  Company  call- 
ing their  attention  to  the  lack  of  toilet 
rooms,  for  their  women  employees,  at  their 
stations. 

Caroline  A,  L.  Pratt,  Chairman. 


Kips  Bay  Investig^ation  Report  Soon 
to  Be  Published — Most  Re- 
markable Work. 

The  meeting  of  the  Kips  Bay  Branch  was 
held  at  the  home  of  the  Chairman,  Mrs.  J. 
Noble  Hayes,  in  East  Seventeenth  Street, 
on  March  23.  There  were  present  about 
twenty  members,  including  six  new  mem- 
bers. Several  new  committees  were  formed 
to  take  up  various  branches  of  the  work — 
the  Waring  Juvenile  Citizens'  League, 
Membership,  Streets,  Finance,  Publication, 
Tenements,  and  Parks. 

By  invitation  Miss  Katharine  Day  ad- 
dressed us  on  the  subjects  of  dues,  the 
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Waring  Juvenile  Citizens'  League,  and  our 
organization  in  general,  giving  us  valuable 
suggestions. 

A  letter  from  Commissioner  Edwards  of 
the  street  cleaning  department  was  read. 
It  was  in  reply  to  a  complaint,  made  by 
members,  of  a  neglected  piece  of  property 
in  Seventeenth  Street.  He  assured  us  of 
his  interest  and  co-operation  and  said  that 
the  matter  in  question  would  receive  his 
immediate  attention. 

A  report  was  presented  by  Miss  Edith 
Kendall,  which  is  of  immense  value  not 
only  to  Kips  Bay  and  the  Woman's  Muni- 
cipal League  in  general,  but  to  students  of 
sociology  in  this  quarter  of  the  city. 

It  consists  of  a  street  to  street  investi- 
gation of  the  whole  district  from  Fourteenth 
Street  to  Fifty-second  Street  and  from 
Lexington  Avenue  to  the  East  River. 
Every  factory,  church,  school,  saloon,  and 
public  agency  is  put  down  and  located  on 
each  side  of  every  street.  Thirty-five  miles 
of  streets  are  covered  in  this  investigation 
—one  and  one-third  square  miles  in  area. 

There  are  560  saloons  located  in  the  dis- 
trict, sometimes  one  on  each  of  the  four 
corners  of  a  street. 

There  is  also  a  detailed  list  of  all  public 
agencies  in  the  district,  published  under 
"Subjects,"  a  list  of  all  the  churches,  a 
list  of  all  the  schools,  etc. 

Miss  Kendall  has  spent  two  years  in  pre- 
paring this  stupendous  report  which  maps 
out  for  Kips  Bay  an  enormous  amount  of 
work  already  done,  and  to  be  done. 

If  this  investigation  is  to  be  thoroughly 
utilized,  endless  opportunities  open  out  be- 
fore the  Kips  Bay  members. 

[The  "Investigation  Report"  will  be  pub- 
lished in  the  Bulletin  at  an  early  date, 
and  will  doubtless  create  a  sensation  when 
published. 

It  is  one  of  the  most  remarkable  docu- 
ments that  the  League  possesses  to-day, 
and  when  it  is  taken  into  consideration 
that  it  is  the  work  of  one  woman,  it  be- 
comes nothing  short  of  monumental. — Ed.] 


Work  Outlined  in  Washington 
Branch. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Washington 
Heights  Branch  Miss  Marie  E.  Guy  was 
elected  Treasurer  and  eleven  new  members 
joined. 

The  Playgrounds  Committee  reports  that 
Miss  Stevens  of  the  Park  and  Playgrounds 
Association  of  the  city  has  promised  to 
co-operate  with  them. 

We  now  have  a  Membership  Committee, 
a  Committee  on  Cheap  Amusements,  and 
the  nucleus  of  a  Streets  Committee.  All 
of  them  have  commenced  work  and  we  ex- 
pect to  report  accomplishments  very  soon. 

Eliza  M.  Guy,  Chairman. 


Letters  Written  by  Two  Boys  of 
The  Waring  Juvenile  League 
to  The  Bulletin. 

Lincoln  Post. — "At  the  last  meeting  of 
the  Post  an  unusual  thing  happened ;  both 
the  President  and  the  Vice-President  were 
away,  so  our  Treasurer,  Alex.  Gilbert, 
called  the  meeting  to  order. 

"We  had  as  guests  the  Treasurer  of  the 
Waring  Juvenile  Committee,  Miss  Holt,  and 
a  friend  of  hers. 

"When  a  report  on  Bulletins  was  called 
for  it  showed  seventy-five  sold  to  date  and 
quite  a  few  still  to  be  heard  from. 

"A  particularly  good  one  was  as  follows  : 
'At  Ninety-fifth  Street  at  8:30  a.  m.  street 
cleaner  number  1,800  stood  twenty-five  min- 
utes, not  working,  but  talking  to  a  man.' 

"As  Miss  Sallie  Peters  sails  for  Europe 
on  the  17th  of  April,  it  was  voted  to  have 
our  annual  reception  on  April  15th  and  to 
award  the  'gym'  medals  and  report  prizes 
on  that  date. 

"We  wish  that  those  reading  this,  who 
belong  to  the  W.  M.  L.,  would  show  their 
interest  by  coming  to  this  reception  to  see 
us,  to  see  what  we  do,  and  how  we  do  it. 

"The  Secretary  read  post  cards  received 
from  Miss  Marion  Peters,  who  is  in  Spain. 
She  says  there  is  plenty  of  work  we  could 
do  over  there  and  wishes  we  were  there, 
but  we  are  glad  we  are  not. 

"Last  Monday  we  played  a  game  of 
basket  ball  with  the  Hudson  Post  and  won. 

"We  are  sorry  that  there  is  sickness  up 
at  Mrs.  Longfellow's,  for  she  invited  us  up 
there  for  an  outing.  However,  she  says 
that  we  can  come  later  on  in  the  spring 
and  play  base  ball. 

"The  dancing  class  is  great  sport.  We 
have  the  two-step  and  barn-dance  down  fine 
and  are  working  hard  on  the  waltz. 

"W.  Fenrich." 

Hudson  Post. — "The  Post  as  usual  had 
two  regular  meetings  during  the  month  of 
March,  with  the  President,  Thomas  Thorn- 
ton, presiding,  except  at  one  meeting,  when 
he  was  absent,  and  the  Vice-President  pre- 
sided in  his  place. 

"Mr.  Marvin  brought  the  medals  down  to 
one  gymnasium  meeting  to  show  them  to 
the  members.  All  of  them  are  trying  to 
beat  one  another  in  the  race  for  the 
medals. 

"The  Hudsons  were  engaged  in  a  basket 
ball  game  against  the  All  Angels'  Church 
team,  in  which  the  Hudson  Post  was  vic- 
torious, the  score  being  7  to  5. 

"The  members  of  the  Hudson  Post  at- 
tend the  first  aid  to  the  injured  classes 
regularly.  They  are  now  having  a  review 
of  their  winter's  work,  before  receiving 
the  prizes  which  Dr.  Lesser  has  offered. 

"William  H.  Eldridge." 


LEAGUE  CALENDAR 

The  regular  monthly  meeting  of  the  Woman's  Municipal  League,  to  m)hlch 
all  members  and  their  friends  are  In'vlted,  ivlll  take  place  at  the  headquarters  ' 
of  the  League,  19  East  26th  Street,  on  Thur>sday,  April  22 
at  ft  a,m»  \ 
The  subject  of  the  day  ivlll  be  the     Charter  Rel?lslon/'  \ 
Mr,  George  McAneny,  President  of  the  City  Club,  and  one  of  the  members 

of  the  Charter  Re'vlslon  Commission,  ivlll  be  the  speaker  of  the  occasion,  ] 

I 

M.  Serena  Tovvnsend,  Secretary.  ; 


FIRST  MONDAYS 
Streets  Committee.  19  East  25th  Street  11  a.  m 

ALL  MONDAYS 

Hudson  Post,  Riverside  Juvenile  League, 
Gymnasium,  Christ  Church,  71st  Street 
and  Broadway,  Visitors  welcome  7.45  p.  m 

Legislative  Committee,  19  East  26th  Street.  .11.30  a  m. 

SECOND  MONDAYS 

Ice-Water  Fountains  Committee,  Residence  of 
Mrs  Thomas  M.  Dillingham.  Chairman, 
8  West  49th  Street  10  a.  m. 

Morrisania.   Residence  of  Mrs.  Longfellow, 

Chairman.  Riverdale    10,30.1  m. 

Research  Department,  19  East  26th  Street. .  .10  30  a.  m. 

THIRD  MONDAYS 

Streets  Committee  19  East  26th  Street  11  a.  m. 

ALL  TUESDAYS 

Lincoln  Post,  Riverside  Juvenile  League,  Gym- 
nasium St.  Michael's  Parish  House,  225 
West  99th  Street  7  45  p.  m. 

FIRST  TUESDAYS 

Riverside  Residence  of  Mrs  Percival 

Knauth,  302  West  76th  Street  11  a.  m. 

SECOND  TUESDAYS 

Finance  Committee,  19  East  '<;6th  Street  11  a.  m 

Police  Committee,  19  East  26th  Street  r-sop.  m. 

ALL  WEDNESDAYS 

Both  Posts,  Riverside  Juvenile  League,  Emer- 
gency Class.  St.  Michael's  Parish  House, 
225  West  ggth  Street   4  p.  m. 

FIRST  WEDNESDAYS 

House  Committee,  19  East  26th  Street  4  p.  m. 

Hudson  Post.  Riverside  Juvenile  League, Christ 
Church,  71st  Street  and  Broadway,  Business 
Meeting  7.45  p.  m. 

SECOND  WEDNESDAYS 

Greenwich,  Residence  of  Miss  Day,  Chairman, 

28  Fifth  Avenue  11.30  a.  m. 


THIRD  WEDNESDAYS 

Central  Conimittee,  19  East  26th  Street  10.3(1  a.  m. 

Hudson  Post,  Riverside  Juvenile  League,  Christ 
Church,  7ist  Street  and  Broadway,  Busi- 
ness Meeting  7.45  p.  m. 

FOURTH  WEDNESDAYS 

Murray    Hill,   Residence   of    Mrs.  Barkley, 

Chairman,  14  East  60th  Street  10  30  a.  m. 

Washington  Heights.  Sunday  School  Room 
St  Luke's  Church,  corner  Convent  Avenue 
and  141st  Street  3.30  p.  m. 

ALL  THURSDAYS 

Lincoln  Post,  Riverside  Juvenile  League,  St. 
Michael's  Parish  House,  225  West  99th 
Street,  Dancing  Class   4  p.  m. 

FIRST  THURSDAYS 

Membership  Committee,  19  East  26th  Street. . .  11  a.  m. 

Flatbush.  Directors'  Room,  Flatbush  Water 
Works  Co..  cor.  Flatbush  Ave.  and  Lenox 

Road  10.30  a.  m. 

SECOND  THURSDAYS 

Riverside  Juvenile  League.  Business  Meeting, 
St.  .Michael's  Parish  House.  225  West  99th 
Street  7.45  p.  m. 

FOURTH  THURSDAYS 

Riverside  Juvenile  League,  Business  .Meeting, 
St.  Michael's  Parish  House.  225  West  99th 
Street  7.45  P-  m- 

LAST  THURSDAYS 

Brooklyn  Heights,  Brooklyn  Barnard  Club, 

132  Remsen  Street  io..-^o  a.  m 

Executive  Meeting,  same  day  10  a.  in. 

FIRST  FRIDAYS 

Tenements  Committee,  19  East  26th  Street  ii  a.  m. 

FOURTH  FRIDAYS 

ChelFea,  Chelsea  (iirls'  Club  434  W^est  20th  St... a  p.  m. 

MORRISANIA  SUBDIVISIONS 

West  Bronx.  Second  and  Fourth  Thursdays. . .   3  p.  m. 

PROSPECT  HEIGHTS,  BROOKLYN 

Last  of  each  month.    Subject  to  call. 
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BULLETIN 


Charter  Revision 

A  very  interesting  meeting  on 
Charter  Revision  was  held  at,  the 
League  rooms  on  April  22d.  The 
speakers  of  the  day  were  Mr.  Chase 
Mellen,  council  for  the  Charter  Re- 
vision Commission,  and  Mr.  George 
McAneny,  President  of  the  City  Club 
and  a  member  of  the  Charter  Revision 
Commission. 

•  In  tracing  the  evolution  of  the  New 
York  City  Charter  from  its  origin, 
Mr.  Mellen  gave  a  most  valuable 
resume  of  the  charter  history  as  a  pre- 
liminary to  a  discussion  of  the  work 
of  the  present  commission. 

Mr.  Mellen  has  presented  the 
League  with  a  forty-four-page  manu- 
script copy  of  the  complete  history 
which  he  outlined  in  his  address.  This 
is  greatly  appreciated  as  an  addition 
to  the  reference  collection  of  the 
League,  where  it  is  accessible  to  our 
membership  at  all  times. 

He  said  in  part : 

To  determine  what  charter  the  city  has 
been  living  under  for  the  past  250  years 
is  a  study  of  vital  interest  and  the  student 
may  be  said  to  find  such  research  more  or 
less  a  study  of  the  history  of  the  city  itself. 
Pursuing  such  a  study  in  outline,  we  tind 
that : 

The  first  civilized  government  on  Man- 
hattan Island  was  established  by  the  West 
India  Company  under  a  charter  granted  to 
it  by  the  States  General  of  the  Netherlands 
in  1621.  In  1623,  the  subscription  under 
that  charter  was  closed  and  the  career  of 
the  Company  was  begun. 

Beginning  in  September,  1609,  however, 
when  Henry  Hudson,  an  English  navigator 
in  the  service  of  a.  Dutch  company,  sailed 
into  New  York  Bay  and  beheld  for  the 
first  time  the  river  that  now  bears  his 
name,  Dutch  traders  had  erected  and  main- 
tained a  trading  post  at  the  southern  end 
of  the  Island.    But  not  until  the  spring  of 


1623,  when  the  ship  New  Netherland  land- 
ed a  part  of  her  passengers  on  Manhattan, 
was  there  an  actual  settlement.  This  ship 
contained  the  first  permanent  colonists. 

The  charter  of  the  West  India  Com- 
pany granted  it  well-nigh  imperial  powers. 
It  was  authorized  to  appoint  governors  and 
other  public  officers  within  its  territories, 
to  administer  justice,  and  to  exercise  other 
acts  of  sovereignty. 

The  first  governor  or  director  general  of 
New  Netherland,  the  name  given  to  the 
territory  over  which  the  Dutch  claimed 
jurisdiction,  was  Cornelius  May,  after 
whom  Cape  May  is  named.  In  May,  1626, 
Peter  Minuit  arrived  at  Manhattan  as 
Governor  and  purchased  the  island  from 
the  natives,  paying  for  the  22,000  acres 
which  it  contained  sixty  guilders  in  beads 
and  ribbons,  the  equivalent  of  $120  of  the 
present  currency. 

Thereafter  a  fort  was  built  about  where 
the  new  Custom  House  now  stands  on  the 
south  side  of  Bowling  Green.  Houses  were 
erected  and  a  town  grew  up. 

At  first  the  government  was  simply  one 
by  an  agent  of  a  commercial  company.  The 
little  settlement  was  known  as  New  Am- 
sterdam, and  in  1629  had  a  population 
of  about  three  hundred,  principally  fur 
traders. 

In  1665  the  first  English  charter,  known 
as  the  Nicolls  Charter,  was  granted  to  the 
inhabitants  of  the  city.  By  it.  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Manhattan  were  established  as  a 
body  corporate  and  politic  under  the  gov- 
ernment of  a  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Sher- 
iff, acting  through  a  Common  Council.  The 
city  was  seized  by  the  Dutch  again  in 
1673,  but  in  1674  the  town  and  colony  were 
permanently  surrendered  to  the  English. 

The  first  Governor  under  the  restored 
rule  of  the  English  was  Tliomas  Dongan, 
and  a  charter  granted  by  him  in  the  name 
of  King  James  the  Second  is  the  first 
great  charter  of  the  city. 

The  Dongan  Charter  and  the  successive 
charters  granted  in  the  name  of  the  King 
by  Governors  Viscount  Cornbury,  1708, 
and  John  Montgomerie,  1730,  are  to-day 
parts  of  the  charter  of  the  city. 

A  body  corporate  and  politic  by  the  name 
of  "the  ^layor,  Aldermen  and  Commonalty 
of  the  City  of  New  York"  was  constituted 


by  the  Dongan  Charter  and  that  remained 
the  corporate  name  of  the  old  City  of  New 
York  mitil  its  consoHdation  with  Brooklyn, 
Long  Island  City,  Staten  Island,  etc.,  in 
1897,  when  it  became  "The  City  of  New 
York."    .    .  . 

It  may  be  of  interest  to  notice  that  John 
Fiske  in  his  work  "The  Dutch  and  Quaker 
Colonies  in  America,"  states  that  Manhat- 
tan Island  "is  a  case  of  unconscious  tau- 
tology," because  the  word  really  means 
"those  who  dwell  upon  an  island."    .    .  . 

The  Montgomerie  Charter  conferred  fur- 
ther powers  of  self  government  upon  the 
inhabitants  of  the  city,  which  by  that  time 
had  grown  into  a  thriving  little  community. 

It  confirmed  the  use  of  the  cor- 
porate name  and  the  existence  of  the  cor- 
porate entity,  with  right  of  perpetual  suc- 
cession. 

In  1829  a  city  convention  consisting  of 
duly  elected  delegates  met  in  the  City  of 
New  York  for  the  purpose  of  preparing  a 
new  charter.    .    .  . 

The  labors  of  the  convention  of  1829  re- 
sulted in  a  charter  which  was  adopted  by 
the  legislature  in  1830,  being  known  as 
chapter  122  of  the  laws  of  that  year.    .    .  . 

The  next  principal  amendatory  act  was 
chapter  446  of  the  laws  of  1857,  which  con- 
tained fifty-five  sections  and  went  into 
greater  detail  than  any  of  the  preceding 
legislative  charters.  One  of  the  most  strik- 
ing changes  effected  by  this  act  was  to 
make  all  heads  of  departments  except  the 
comptroller  and  the  counsel  to  the  corpora- 
tion appointive  by  the  mayor  with  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  the  board  of  alder- 
men. ... 

Generally  speaking  at  the  time  of  the 
creation  of  the  Greater  New  York,  the 
city's  government  was  divided  into  three 
regulation  American  branches,  namely,  the 
executive,  the  legislative  and  the  judicial. 
The  executive  branch  was  divided  between 
the  mayor  and  the  administrative  depart- 
ments. The  legislative  branch  consisted 
chiefly  of  the  common  council  but  certain 
important  legislative  functions,  such  as  the 
power  of  the  purse,  were  exercised  by  the 
board  of  estimate  and  apportionment.  The 
judicial  branch  was  represented  by  the  city 
magistrates'  courts,  the  courts  of  generaj 
and  special  sessions,  and  the  district  courts. 
Over  all  the  board  of  estimate  and  appor- 
tionment was  the  great  controlling  author- 
ity. It  formed  the  budget  and  made  appro- 
priations for  carrying  on  the  city's  govern- 
ment. The  board  of  aldermen  had  a  very 
minor  voice  in  making  the  budget  but  was 
a  little  more  powerful  in  the  matter  of 
issuing  corporate  stock. 

The  earliest  English  charter  which  con- 
cerned Brooklyn  was  the  Breuckelen  Pat- 
ent, of  Governor  Nicolls,  dated  October 
18,  1667.    It  recited  that  there  was  a  cer- 


tain town  within  the  province  in  the  West 
Riding  of  Yorkshire  upon  Long  Island 
commonly  called  Breuckelen,  "now  in 
tenure  and  occupation  of  several  freehold- 
ers and  inhabitants."  It  confirmed  in  them 
lands  theretofore  or  thereafter  to  be  pur- 
chased by  them  from  the  Indian  proprie- 
tors or  others  within  stated  boundaries, 
together  with  stated  rights  and  privileges, 
and  erected  the  same  into  the  town  of 
Breuckelen. 

The  next  charter  is  that  of  Governor 
Dongan,  dated  May  13,  1686.  This  recites 
and  confirms  the  last  mentioned  grant,  the 
grantees  to  take  as  tenants  in  common  and 
hold  in  free  and  common  socage  according 
to  the  tenure  of  East  Greenwich  in  Kent, 
England.    .    .  . 

Separate  patents  were  granted  by  the 
same  Governors,  or  one  or  other  of  them 
to  the  inhabitants  of  Boswyck,  Flatbush,  or 
Midwout,  Flattlands  or  Amersfoort,  Flush- 
ing, Gravesend,  Hempstead,  Jamaica,  New- 
towne  and  New  Utrecht.  Earlier  patents 
had  been  granted  to  several  of  the  same 
towns  by  the  Dutch.  It  may  be  of  interest 
to  note  in  passing  that  the  town  was  origi- 
nally part  of  the  territory  occupied  b}^ 
the  Canarsee  tribe  of  Indians  who  are  said 
to  have  been  subject  by  some  to  the  Iro- 
quois, by  others  to  the  Mohawk  tribe. 
Long  Island  is  said  to  have  borne  the 
Indian  name  of  Matowacs,  synonymous 
with  the  modern  name  of  Montauk.  The 
Indian  name  of  the  territory  occupied  by 
Brooklyn  was  Meryckawick,  meaning  a 
sandy  place.    .    .  . 

There  was  little  organized  government  of 
the  town  as  such  until  its  erection  into  a 
village  corporation  by  Chapter  95  of  the 
Laws  of  1816.  By  this  act  the  freeholders 
and  inhabitants  of  the  town  were  created 
a  body  corporate  and  vested  with  certain 
self-governing  power.    .    .  . 

A  few  years  later  agitation  sprang  up, 
in  view  of  the  growth  of  the  village,  in 
favor  of  its  incorporation  as  a  city.  The 
movement  appears  to  have  been  opposed 
by  New  York,  principally  on  the  ground 
that  the  propriety  of  natural  growth  de- 
manded that  Brooklyn  and  New  York 
should  become  one  city.  But  on  April 
1834,  the  act,  Chapter  92,  incorporating 
the  village  as  a  city  became  law.    .    .  . 

This  charter  remained  in  force,  being  oc- 
casionally amended  in  particulars  which 
need  not  here  be  noted,  until  April  17, 
1854,  when  Chapter  384  of  the  laws  of 
that  year  took  effect  whereby  Brooklyn, 
Williamsburgh  and  Bushwick  were  con- 
solidated.   .    .  . 

The  next  general  amendatory  act  was 
Chapter  863  of  the  Laws  of  1873.    .    .  . 

Under  this  act  or  charter,  the  city  was 
divided  into  twenty-five  wards.    .    .  . 
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By  Chapter  976  of  the  Laws  of  1895,  the 
aldermanic  districts  were  increased  to  seven 
in  number,  still  made  up  of  wards.  At  the 
election  that  year,  four  Aldermen  were  to 
be  elected  from  each  district,  no  ward  to 
have  more  than  one  representative.  Alder- 
men elected  at  large  were  abolished.  The 
members  of  the  council  became  salaried 
officials. 

This  act  effected  the  only  change  of  im- 
portance until  the  creation  of  the  Greater 
New  York  by  the  charter  of  1897. 

Mr.  McAneny,  President  of  the 

City  Club,  and  a  member  of  the 

Charter  Revision  Commission,  then 

spoke  somewhat  as  follows: 

I  imagine  that  when  you  have  studied  the 
classics  to  which  Mr.  Mellen  has  referred 
to,  and  glanced  over  the  four  or  five  thou- 
sand sections  of  the  charter  that  come  be- 
tween, you  will  be  ready  for  the  inner 
councils  of  the  Charter  Revision  Commis- 
sion. I  am  sure  that  we  should  welcome 
you  there. 

Mr.  Mellen  has  traced  admirably  the 
evolution  which  has  come  down  through 
nigh  three  centuries  and  it  is  left  to  me  to 
explain  what  we  are  trying  to  do  at  the 
present  moment. 

On  the  whole,  the  city  has  not  been  quite 
so  badly  governed  as  some  of  the  pessi- 
mists would  have  us  believe,  but,  no  matter 
how  bad  or  how  good  in  the  past,  we  are 
■now  facing  a  situation  due  to  the  tremen- 
dous and  rapid  changes  in  the  conditions 
pertaining  to  our  social  and  economic  life, 
that  demands  far  better.  The  bridges  and 
tunnels  are  altering  the  distribution  of  the 
city's  population  at  such  a  rate  that  the 
Borough  of  Manhattan  must  before  long 
become  the  mere  center  of  business  for  all 
the  other  boroughs.  We  are  told  that  in 
twenty  years  our  population  will  show  a 
distribution  of  two  millions  here,  to  six  in 
Brooklyn,  seven  in  Queens,  and  four  in  the 
Bronx,  with  a  total  of  from  twenty  to 
twenty-five  millions  when  such  nearby  cities 
as  Newark,  Jersey  City,  etc.,  are  taken  into 
consideration. 

A  Charter  Commission  of  the  present  day 
must  take  account  of  these  facts.  The  first 
conclusion  of  such  a  commission  must  be 
that  the  charter  under  which  we  are  now 
governed  has  entirely  outgrown  its  useful- 
ness. In  administrative  affairs  we  are  al- 
ready facing  a  crisis ;  as,  for  example,  in 
the  matter  of  the  great  growth  of  the  city 
debt. 

The  sum  required  annually  to  meet  run- 
ning expenses,  covered  by  the  "city  budget," 
also  has  been  steadily  rising  until  we  have 
almost  reached  the  point  where  we  cannot 
tax  any  more.  This  is  the  result  not  only 
of  poor  administration  here  and  there,  but 


of  an  appalling  lack  of  correct  administra- 
tive system. 

Our  study  reveals  the  fact  that  while  one 
department  is  frequently  charged  with  one 
thing,  one  that  overlaps  it  is  charged  with 
another.  Thus,  we  find  the  Bridge  Depart- 
ment building  bridges  for  which  some  other 
department  which  is  responsible  has  pro- 
vided no  approaches  and  no  plan  for  transit 
facilities.  Other  instances  might  be  multi- 
plied. 

One  of  the  principal  reasons  for  difficulty 
is  the  present  borough  system.  The  present 
Charter  Revision  Commission  asks  for  the 
elimination  of  borough  lines  wherever  de- 
partmental administration  is  in  question. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  lines  as  they  now 
exist  are  largely  lines  of  sentiment.  We 
find  the  paving  of  our  streets  under  the 
control  of  the  Borough  President,  who  de- 
cides upon  repairs,  and  the  Department  of 
Street  Cleaning  suffering  constant  loss  be- 
cause repairs  are  not  made. 

The  opposition  to  the  changes  proposed 
at  this  point  comes  largely  from  those  in- 
terested in  the  incidental  political  patronage, 
except  in  the  case  of  those  moved  by  senti- 
ment. As  a  citizen  of  Greater  New  York, 
I  am  as  proud  of  Brooklyn  as  of  any  other 
section  of  the  city,  but  I  feel  strongly  that 
the  elimination  of  the  borough  idea  would 
benefit  Brooklyn  to  a  far  greater  extent 
than  is  now  realized  by  her  citizens. 

An  important  administrative  change 
which  has  been  made  in  the  proposed  char- 
ter is  the  centering  of  all  matters  relating 
to  the  streets  under  one  Department  of 
Street  Control.  Hence,  such  matters  as  the 
opening  and  layine  out  of  new  streets,  en- 
cumbrances, lighting  and  electricity  would 
be  under  one  central  responsible  head,  with 
deputies  in  its  various  boroughs. 

The  Board  of  Estimate  has  not  been 
changed  as  the  same  proportion  of  votes 
for  the  different  boroughs  would  still  exist. 
The  boroughs  would  still  determine  their 
own  local  improvements,  and  the  local  ad- 
ministration of  justice  would  continue  as 
now. 

As  to  parks,  we  leave  the  separate  park 
system,  with  separate  Commissioners,  as 
heretofore. 

When  the  Borough  President  difficulty 
has  been  cut  out  the  Board  of  Estimate 
and  Apportionment  can  then  be  trusted, 
since  its  members  will  be  placed  where  they 
can  act  without  the  prejudice  of  their  self- 
interest,  as  is  not  now  the  case. 

The  Board  of  Aldermen,  or  Council,  as 
it  is  called  in  the  revision,  is  at  present 
composed  of  77  men  paid  $2,coo  each.  This 
salary  attracts  to  the  place  too  frequently 
the  assistant  district  leader  class.  While 
the  Board  has  abused  its  power  in  the  past, 
they  still  have  power  to  make  a  few  ordi- 

^Continued  on  page  5) 


3 


THE  BULLETIN. 

Published  by  The  Woman's  Municipal  League. 

Mrs.  Spencer  Welton,  Editor. 

Address  all  communications  to 
The  Bjjlletin. 

19  East  26th  Street  ....  New  York. 
Published  Monthly  ...  50  cents  yearly. 

"The  purpose  of  the  League  is  to  promote  among 
women  an  intelligent  interest  in  municipal  affairs,  and  to 
aid  in  securing  permanent  good  government,  for  the 
City  of  New  York  without  regard  to  party  or  sectional 
lines." 

All  public  spirited  women  are  urged  to 
join  the  League,  and  aid  in  the  e-reat  work 
of  municipal  house  keeping.  For  further 
information  and  application  for  membership 
apply  to  League  Headquarters,  19  East  26th 
Street,  New  York. 

We  are  very  much  in  need  of  sev- 
eral numbers  of  the  February  Bul- 
letin. If  members  who  do  not  file 
their  copies  will  send  them  to  the  of- 
fice it  will  be  very  much  appreciated. 


The  Fete  planned  for  this  month 
has  been  postponed  until  fall. 


I  would  like  to  call  particular  atten- 
tion to  the  Public  Meeting  this  month, 
^hich  is  announced  on  the  cover. 
It  is  one  of  exceeding  interest  and 
should  be  very  largely  attended. 


The  Finance  Committee,  through 
the  generosity  of  a  member,  in  getting 
up  the  evening  lecture  at  the  Plaza 
Hotel  in  April,  announces  the  receipt 
of  fifty-seven  dollars  as  the  proceeds 
of  the  evening'. 


Greenwich  Holds  Exhibit  of 
Pictures. 

During  April  the  Greenwich  street  clean- 
ing investigating  work  for  the  award  of 
the  Waring  medals  in  1909  was  begun. 
Under  the  auspices  of  the  Branch  a  loan 
collection  of  pictures  .by  artists  of  the 
Washington  Square  neighborhood  was  held 
in  the  Richmond  Hill  House  Settlement 
one  Saturday  and  Sunday.  Over  500 
people  attended,  and  it  was  such  a  success 
that  it  may  become  an  annual  event. 


Support  of  Playground  Assured. 

The  Washington  Heights  Branch  of  the 
League  held  the  third  meeting,  since  its 
reorganization  in  February,  at  the  Sunday- 
school  rooms  of  St.  Luke's  Church  on 
Wednesday,  March  31st.  At  this  meeting 
it  was  decided  to  concentrate  the  energies 
of  the  Branch  upon  the  question  of  getting 
and  maintaining  for  the  summer  one  or 
more  playgrounds  in  this  section  of  the 
city.  All  the  Committees  were  asked  by 
the  Chairman  to  co-operate  in  this  en- 
deavor. 

Not  being  able  to  adopt  by-laws  at  this 
meeting,  the  Chairman  will  report  upon  or- 
ganization next  month. 

Mr.  Oldham,  the  rector  of  St.  Luke's, 
made  a  pleasant  address  of  welcome  to  the 
Branch,  and  hospitably  offered  the  use  of 
the  rooms  whenever  they  are  needed. 

Following  this  meeting,  Mrs.  Guy,  acting 
Chairman,  held  two  meetings  of  the  Com- 
mittees at  her  home,  335  Convent  Avenue, 
with  the  result  that  a  mass-meeting  of  the 
people  of  Washington  Heights  was  called 
for  Monday  evening,  April  19,  at  the  Car- 
negie Library  on  145th  Street.  The  Branch 
obtained  permission  to  use  the  assembly 
room  of  the  library  for  this  meeting,  and 
they  advertised  it  by  means  of  posters  and 
by  notices  given  out  in  the  churches  of 
Washington  Heights. 

The  evening  of  April  19  was,  unhappily, 
a  wet  one.  There  was,  therefore,  only  a 
small  gathering  of  about  sixty  persons.  The 
meeting  was  conducted  by  the  acting  Chair- 
man of  the  Washington  Heights  Branch, 
who  introduced  the  speakers. 

A  letter  from  Father  McMahon,  the 
rector  of  The  Lady  of  Lourdes,  was  read, 
and  then  addresses  were  given  by  Mr. 
Bradstreet,  Secretary  of  the  Parks  and 
Playgrounds  Association ;  Dr.  Johnston, 
pastor  of  the  Baptist  Church  on  Convent 
Avenue;  Mr.  Reginald  Bolton,  Secretary  of 
the  Taxpayers'  Association  of  Washington 
Heights  ;  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gates,  rector  of  the 
Church  of  the  Intercession,  and  Dr. 
Mackaye,  pastor  of  the  North  Presbyterian 
Church.  All  these  speakers  are  in  sym- 
pathy with  this  work,  and  offered  to  assist 
us  in  every  way. 

The  appeals  to  the  audience  were  so  per- 
suasive and  the  hearers  so  sympathetic  an^ 
generous,  that  before  the  meeting  adjourned 
the  splendid  sum  of  $160  had  been  raised, 
more  than  enough  to  support  one  play- 
ground in  Washington  Heights  this 
summer.  Eliza  M.  Guy, 

Acting  Chairman. 


Equipment  for  Chelsea  Park. 

The  Recruiting  Committee  reported  that 
38  new  members  had  been  enrolled  in  the 
past  two  months.  We  are  very  proud  of 
the  work  done  by  this  Committee  under 
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Mrs.  Frederick  Lamb's  able  leadership,  and 
we  expect  to  find  among  these  new  mem- 
bers a  number  of  workers  with  new  ideas 
and  fresh  energy. 

The  Chelsea  Park  Committee  reported  at 
the  February  meeting  that  a  new  appropria- 
tion of  $67,000  had  been  granted  towards 
the  equipping  of  the  Chelsea  Park.  There 
was  some  money  left  from  the  old  appro- 
priation, giving  us  in  all  something  over 
$90,oco.  The  Aldermen  lent  us  the  plans 
and  at  the  March  meeting  we  had  them  on 
exhibition.  A  committee  of  three  ladies 
from  the  Park  Committee  visited  Commis- 
sioner Smith,  who  hopes  to  begin  work 
about  the  first  of  May,  and  he  thinks  the 
playground  and  all  will  be  in  order  by  the 
end  of  the  summer. 

Our  February  meeting  was  addressed  by 
Mr.  Michael  Davis,  of  the  People's  Insti- 
tute, on  "Civics."  His  little  talk  was  most 
interesting.  He  gave  us  many  useful  ideas 
in  regard  to  the  very  inefficient  way 
"  Civics"  is  taught  in  the  schools  and  spoke 
of  the  ignorance  of  the  general  public  on 
the  subject. 

At  the  March  meeting  we  were  addressed 
by  Mr.  Russell  Raynor,  of  the  Health  De- 
partment, on  "The  Sanitary  Requirements 
of  Factories,  Tenements  and  School  Build- 
ings." He  told  us  many  interesting  truths, 
also  exolained  to  us  what  the  powers  of 
his  department  were,  and  answered  many 
questions. 

The  Committee  on  Schools  has  been 
working  very  hard  all  winter  to  get  a  new 
building  in  place  of  School  55.  Nothing  has 
been  done  toward  a  new  building,  but  the 
Committee  under  Miss  Palmer  as  Chair- 
man has  accomplished  a  great  deal  in  get- 
ting three  dark  ro6ms  closed  and  the 
children  and  teachers  transferred  to  another 
building  where  they  have  better  light. 

T.  Symonds,  Secretary. 


( Continued  fram  page  j) 

nances  and  to  pass  upon  the  budget,  while 
individual  members  have  the  power  to 
grant  permits  for  certain  sidewalk  privi- 
leges, etc.  One  member  of  the  present 
Board  is  reported  to  have  dispensed  1,700 
of  these  permits,  and  to  have  claimed  that 
one-third  of  his  time  while  in  office  has 
been  consumed  in  so  doing.  The  revised 
charter  reduces  the  number  of  members  to 
30,  each  to  serve  without  salary.  It  is  felt 
that  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  securing 
public-spirited  men  to  serve  in  such  a  body. 
In  fact,  we  already  have  precedent  and 
analogy  for  such  provision,  both  here  in 
the  case  of  the  Board  of  Education  and  in 
England,  where  the  members  of  the  House 
of  Commons  serve  without  pay. 

The  new  charter  further  provides  for  the 
elimination  from  the  Council  of  all  matters 
pertaining  to  permits,  providing  for  such 
under  a  separate  Bureau  of  Licenses. 


All  who  are  familiar  with  the  amount  of 
legislation  affecting  the  city  which  is  intro- 
duced at  Albany  each  year  (it  has  been 
estimated  as  averaging  in  the  neighborhood 
of  two  hundred  bills  for  each  session  in 
recent  years)  will  realize  the  importance  of 
the  new  provision  which  gives  more  of- that 
to  local  legislation  under  the  new  powers 
vested  in  the  Council. 

In  your  study  of  the  charter  as  outlined 
by  Mr.  Mellen,  3'ou  will  perceive  that  most 
revisions  have  been  at  least  based  on  pre- 
ceding charters  in  style  and  form.  The 
present  commission  may  be  said  to  have 
made  a  new  charter  in  this  respect  as  well 
as  others.  This  instrument  is  separated  into 
two  parts  : 

1.  The  charter  proper,  composed  of  the 
fundamental  law  of  the  city. 

2.  The  administrative  code,  dealing  with 
all  detail. 

The  present  commission  have  cut  out 
masses  of  obsolete  matter  and  reduced  the 
document  to  what  it  should  be  as  a  charter. 
I  maintain  that  with  that  good  alone  ac- 
complished it  would  be  worthy  of  adoption. 

It  is  essential  that  modern  business 
methods  should  be  provided  for  the  city's 
benefit.  I  maintain  that  if  we  do  not  get 
them  we  are  going  to  come  to  grief. 

I  maintain  that,  through  the  revised  char- 
ter, every  department  would  be  vastly 
improved. 

I  maintain  that  the  great  trouble  in  our 
city  government  has  been  lack  of  co-ordina- 
tion and  that  a  great  part  of  that  lack 
comes  from  the  division  into  boroughs  and 
that  opposition  based  merely  on  the  doing 
away  with  borough  lines  or  because  of  some 
local  detail  seems  to  me  a  vastly  mistaken 
policy. 

It  is,  to  my  mind,  a  cause  for  encourage- 
ment that  an  organization  like  this  is  mak- 
ing a  study  of  the  subject,  and  I  thank  you 
for  your  attention. 


Interesting  Investigation  of  5treet 
Signs. 

The  Streets  Committee  has  re-investi- 
gated where  signs  are  lacking  in  the 
streets.  The  members  found  that  on 
Amsterdam  Avenue  at  70th,  71st  and 
ii6th  Streets  there  were  no  signs,  nor 
on  West  End  Avenue  at  66th,  79th  and  96th 
Streets.  Riverside  Drive  is  particularly 
noticeable  for  its  lack  of  signs,  there  being 
only  one  sign  on  the  west  side  of  the 
avenue  and  eighteen  on  the  east  side,  cover- 
ing the  distance  from  72d  to  125th  Streets. 
On  Morningside  Avenue  also  there  are  no 
street  signs  of  any  sort.  One  member  met 
an  aged  couple  on  Riverside  Drive  trying 
to  find  119th  Street,  but  they  could  in  no 
way  identify  the  street.  We  have  heard 
also  of  automobilists  who  have  experienced 
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like  difficulties.  Accordingfy,  a  fetter  has 
been  sent  to  the  Borough  President  calling 
his  attention  to  these  matters. 

At  the  same  time  that  the  Streets  Com- 
ftiittee  were  examining  streets  corners  for 
signs,  the  Parks  Committee  were  looking 
into  the  lack,  of  signs  at  or  near  the  en- 
trance to  the  parks  in  our  district.  The 
Parks  Committee  found  no  sign  to  indicate 
near  what  exit  one  might  be  and  no  refuse 
can  in  Morningside  Park,  and  only  one 
street  sign  and  two  refuse  cans  in  Riverside 
Park.  This  matter  was  referred  to  Park 
Commissioner  Smith,  who  answered,  stat- 
ing that  he  would  give  these  matters  the 
proper  attention ;  and  subsequently  a  second 
letter  was  received  from  him  stating  that 
he  was  preparing  signs  to  locate  in  River- 
side and  Morningside  Parks  indicating  the 
street  exits. 

A  great  deal  of  encouragement  was  found 
in  the  fact  that  the  Park  Department  has 
started  to  feset  the  curbs  on  the  park  side 
of  Central  Park  West,  beginning  at  59th 
Street,  and  is  wofking  northward ;  also  that 
the  wooden  steps  at  io6th  Street  are  being 
replaced  with  stone  ones. 

The  Comfort  cottages  in  Morningside  and 
Riverside  Parks  have  been  investigated  and 
for  the  most  part  have  been  found  in  good 
condition. 

The  Transit  Committee  stated  that  they 
had  investigated  a  number  of  toilets  in  the 
subway  and  have  found  no  cause  for  com- 
plaint except  at  28th  Street.  Complaints 
have  been  received  by  this  Committee  of 
many  instances  where  lighted  cigars  are 
carried  into  the  cars,  and  of  rudeness  on 
the  part  of  conductors  when  spoken  to  on 
the  subject.  These  complaints  have  been 
transmitted  to  the  proper  authorities. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Membership  Com- 
tnittee  informed  us  of  a  meeting  at  which 
each  member  pledged  herself  to  bring 
five  new  members  into  the  League. 
Some  of  the  members  of  the  Membership 
Committee  have  already  succeeded  in 
carrying  out  this  plan,  although  some  of 
the  new  members  thus  secured  go  to  other 
districts.  On  March  24th  seventy-five  ladies 
not  connected  with  the  League  met  by  invi- 
tation at  the  home  of  Mrs.  Mount  to  listen 
to  talks  on  the  work  of  the  League.  Mrs. 
Longfellow  spoke  on  the  general  work  of 
the  League,  Miss  Day  on  the  medal  awards 
in  the  Street  Cleaning  Department  as  done 
in  Greenwich  last  year,  and  Mrs.  Cohen  on 
the  Waring  Juvenile  Leagues  and  the  work 
of  the  Riverside  Branch.  Music  and  tea 
followed  and  fourteen  of  the  ladies  present 
enrolled  as  members,  and  some  of  the  other 
ladies  have  since  sent  in  their  names. 

Our  Treasurer  informs  us  that  we  have 
registered  our  thirty-eighth  new  member 
since  last  November  and  that  these  thirty- 
eight  new  members  have  enriched  our 
funds  by  one  hundred  dollars. 


After  the  business  meetmg  of  April  6thi 
had  been  concluded,  Mr.  Charles  H.  Strong,, 
of  the  Charter  Revision  Commission,  ad- 
dressed the  meeting.  Dr.  E,  R.  L.  Gould 
had  been  expected,  but  he  was  called  to  a 
hearing  in  Albany  on  the  new  charter.  Mr. 
Strong's  address  was  both  interesting  and 
educational  and  was  received  with  keen  in- 
terest by  the  ladies  present,  many  of  whom 
later  expressed  the  desire  to  hear  Mr. 
Strong  continue  upon  the  same  subject  at 
some  future  time. 

Ida  S.  Cohen,  Chairman. 

Central  Park  Receiving  Attention. 

The  Murray  Hill  district  is  glad  to  re- 
port that  Central  Park  is  soon  to  have 
sufficient  lighting — a  new  electrical  plant  is 
to  be  installed  this  week.  The  old  lamp- 
lighters have  been  very  careless  in  their 
treatment  of  trees  and  shrubs  and  .  it  is 
hoped  that  injury  to  them  from  this  source 
will  end. 

The  effort  to  increase  the  police  force  in 
Central  Park  has  not  as  yet  met  with  any 
success.  The  Chairman  had  an  interview 
with  Commissioner  Bingham,  who  claimed 
he  had  no  authority  to  increase  the  force. 
Twenty-three  is  a  most  inadequate  number 
as  a  night  force,  and  is  40  per  cent,  less 
than  the  number  ten  years  ago.  The  Park 
Commissioner  claims  that  he  had  no  au- 
thority to  add  to  his  force.  The  night  force 
now  is  made  up  of  the  oldest  and  stoutest 
men  in  the  service.  The  Park  Commis- 
sioner hopes  that  The  Woman's  Municipal 
League  may  be  able  to  effect  some  reforms 
in  this  direction. 

There  has  been  much  interest  in  the 
Newcomb-Graubard  bill  regarding  dancing 
academies.  A  committee  from  this  district 
sent  some  amendments  to  Albany.  The 
bill,  with  many  of  its  objectionable  features 
eliminated,  has  already  passed  the  As- 
sembly. 

The  Committee  on  Tenements  has  nine 
members  and  plans  some  effective  work. 
They  are  to  co-operate  with  church  and 
settlement  house  workers.  One  of  the  mem- 
bers of  this  Committee  has  had  admirable 
training  in  being  associated  with  Jane 
Addams  of  Chicago  for  many  years. 

M.  J.  Barkley,  Chairman, 

Flatbush  Subscribes  for  Bulletin. 

The  second  regular  monthly  meeting  of 
the  Flatbush  Branch  was  held  on  Thursday, 
April  1st,  in  the  Directors'  Room  of  the 
Flatbush  Water  Company.  Twenty-two 
members  were  present  and  much  interest  in 
the  work  of  the  League  was  manifest.  Mrs. 
Alexander  G.  Black,  Chairman  of  Member- 
ship, presented  four  new  names  for  mem- 
bership. 

Members  were  again  urged  to  subscribe 
to  the  Bulletin.  Seventeen  subscriptions 
have  been  secured  up  to  date. 


"Mrs.  John  A.  E.  Tumey,  ChainiTan  of 
Schools,  has  been  collecting  all  the  infor- 
mation possible  on  tiie  subject  of  work  in 
the  schools.  Her  talk  was  listened  to  with 
much  interest. 

The  Committee  on  Police  have  been  in- 
vestip-aling  several  complaints  which  have 
been  made  to  them,  but  will  not  take  com- 
plaints to  Police  Headquarters  unless  they 
are  in  a  position  to  back  their  complaints 
with  proofs. 

The  Chairman  of  Streets,  Mrs.  James  T. 
Robb,  was  instructed  to  make  application  to 
the  department  for  rubbish  cans  to  be 
placed  on  three  different  corners  where  they 
are  much  needed. 

Mrs.  Lewis  German,  Chairman. 

A  Plea  for  Pure  Air. 

The  increase  in  the  membership  has  been 
very  satisfactory,  the  number  of  new  mem- 
bers since  November,  1908,  being  more  than 
one  hundred  and  fifty.  The  Committee  has 
decided  that  the  payment  of  membership 
dues  is  necessary  before  placing  the  names 
of  proposed  members  upon  the  League 
membership  list. 

In  joining  members  express  interest  in 
good  government,  and  that  interest  can  be 
maintained  only  by  the  municipal  work  done 
in  the  League.  .  A  condition  appealing  to 
every  woman  is  the  smoke  nuisance,  now  a 
permanent  and  destroying  evil,  in  our  city. 
Pure  milk  and  water  ?.nd  clean  streets  are 
no  more  needed  than  pure  air.  Dr.  Darling- 
ton states  that  the  laws  governing  smoke 
conditions  are  very  elastic,  that  he  has  been 
beaten  in  many  cases  where  he  has  tried  to 
govern  this  serious  menace.  He  says  that 
he  will  gladly  do  anything  in  his  power  to 
abate  this  evil.  The  Membership  Commit- 
tee hopes  that  the  League  may  work  for  a 
better  law  governing  the  smoke  ordinance. 

Members  are  urged  to  provide  themselves 
with  membership  blanks  and  the  very  ex- 
cellent leaflets  about  the  League  recently 
issued,  before  leaving  the  city,  and  to  "re- 
cruit" during  the  summer.  Blanks  and 
leaflets  may  be  obtained  at  the  League,  19 
East  26th  Street. 

Louise  Warner,  Chairman. 

Interesting  Police  Work  in  Heig^hts. 

Prospect  Heights  Branch  held  its  March 
meeting  on  the  29th.  The  Tenements  Com- 
mittee urged  the  Branch  to  use  its  influence 
in  having  the  Brooklyn  approach  to  the 
Manhattan  Bridge  made  into  a  park.  They 
report  that  they  have  been  informed  by  a 
settlement  worker  of  the  unsanitary  condi- 
tion of  certain  tenement  houses  in  our  dis- 
trict where  one  consumptive  lives  in  a  rear 
basement  and  twelve  people  are  huddled  in 
three  attic  rooms.  A  physician  has  been 
employed  to  instruct  the  tenants  in  cleanli- 
ness, and  they  have  been  urged  to  unnail 
their  windows,  etc. 


Letters  of  thanks  have  been  received  from 
the  Lincoln  Settlement  for  $100  which  this 
Branch  gave  them,  and  also  for  $5  for  mem- 
bership in  the  Juvenile  Probation  Asso- 
ciation, 

1  he  Brooklyn  Union  Elevated  R.  R.  has 
responded  promptly  to  our  protest  of  lack 
of  toilet  accommodations  at  stations  and 
promises  to  give  the  matter  immediate  at- 
tention. 

The  Jail  Committee  reported  that,  due 
to  their  efforts  in  working  for  the  bill  to 
put  jails  in  the  Department  of  Corrections, 
a  most  gratifying  improvement  in  Raymond 
Street  jail-  is  seen.  Ihe  jail  is  much 
cle<'iner,  the  work  being  done  by  prisoners 
as  a  part  of  punishment.  Women  are  now 
in  separate  cells,  where  formerly  they  were 
huddled  together.  Ihe  insane  are  sepa- 
rated from  the  other  prisoners  and  sent  at 
once  to  the  observation  ward  in  Kings 
Cjounty  Hospital.  There  is  a  much  better 
class  of  matrons  due  to  the  Civil  Service 
examinations,  which  was  so  bitterly  op- 
posed by  old  employees.  There  is  not  so 
much  crowding,  as  prisoners  are  not  de- 
tained, but  sent  right  up  to  Blackwell's 
Island.  The  women's  quarters  have  been 
torn  down.  A  new  addition  is  to  be  built 
costing  $260,000,  and  now  the  Committee  is 
working  for  the  separate  vans  for  women 
prisoners.  The  need  is  great,  as  there  are 
only  five  vans  for  the  ten  police  courts. 
Through  the  help  of  the  probation  officers 
we  feel  quite  sure  of  securing  a  separate 
van  and  contemplate  appealing  to  Commis- 
sioner Bingham  and  to  the  Sheriff  to  obtain 
the  use  of  a  police  patrol  wagon  for  the 
purpose,  if  a  van  is  not  forthcoming.  Sepa- 
ration of  prisoners  is  absolutely  imperative. 
Caroline  A.  L.  Pratt,  Chairman. 


Legislative  Committee's  Action  on 

Bills  Pending. 

April  21.  During  the  past  month  this 
Committee  has  approved  the  following 
bills : 

Senate  687,  Int.  Wagner.  Marriage 
licenses  to  be  kept  at  Health  Department, 
instead  of  with  County  Clerk. 

Senate  702,  Int.  Agnew.  No  liquor  to  be 
furnished  to  crews  or  vessels  in  port  of 
New  York. 

Senate  705,  Int.  Wainwright.  On  estab- 
lishing a  forest  reservation  in  the  High- 
lands of  the  Hudson. 

Senate  664,  Int.  Davis.  Telegraph  and 
telephone  companies  to  be  under  the  Public 
Service  Commission. 

Senate  648,  Int.  Schultz.  To  establish 
tuberculosis  hospitals  with  consent  of  State 
Commissioner  of  Health. 

Assembly  1308,  Int.  Merritt.  To  estab- 
lish a  central  purchasing  bureau  for  New 
York  City. 

Senate  726,  Int.  Newcomb.    To  establish 
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hospitals  for  confagi'otis  diseases  m  New 
York  City. 

Senate  729,  Int.  Newcomb ;  Assembly 
1240.  Int.  Robinson.  For  city  ambulance 
service. 

It  was  resolved  that  the  name  Hendrik 
is  preferable  to  Henry  in  naming  the  new 
Hudson  drive,  proposed  in  connection  with 
the  Hudson-Fulton  celebration.  (Senate 
542,  Bayne.) 

The  Committee  voted  to  support  the  fol- 
lowing bills : 

Senate  874,  Int.  Grady;  Assembly  1455, 
Int.  Robinson.  Tenement  bill  endorsed  by 
the  Charity  Organization  Society. 

Senate  743  (Print),  Davis;  Assembly 
1 1 73  (Print),  Weimert  Mercantile  bill  en- 
dorsed by  Consumers'  League- 
Assembly  1 158  (Print),  Voss.  Dangerous 
trades  bill.  Endorsed  by  Consumers' 
League, 

Assembly  1423,  Int.  Lee,  Factory  sanita- 
tion bill.    Endorsed  by  Consumers'  League. 

Assembly  954,  Int.  Voss.  Employers'  lia- 
bility to  children  under  16.  Endorsed  by 
Consumers'  League. 

Senate  927,  Int.  B rough;  Assembly  1535, 
Int.  Bohan.  Removing  dangerous  railroad 
tracks  from  first-class  cities. 

The  following  bills  were  opposed: 

Senate  891,  Int.  Stilwell ;  Senate  g2i,  Int. 
Alt;  Senate  1424,  Int.  Lewis;  Senate  986, 
Int.  Davis.    All  four  are  bad  tenement  bills. 

At  the  suggestion  of  the  Charity  Organi- 
zation Tenement  Committee  Secretary,  let- 
ters were  written  to  Albany  concerning  the 
first  three  bills. 

Amy  A.  C-  Montague,  Chairman. 


Continued  Efforts  for  Rear  Car. 

I  have  written  since  March  i  about  four 
hundred  letters  in  relation  to  the  rear  car. 
1  have  sent  out  notices  to  twenty-eight 
woman's  clubs  to  be  present  at  the  hearing, 
I  have  written  to  seventy-eight  of  the  noted 
physicians  in  the  city  asking  them  to  cite 
specific  cases  where  women  or  children 
have  been  injured  in  the  subway  and  asking 
them  to  commend  the  action  we  are  taking. 
I  have  had  replies  from  about  twenty, 
among  them  Drs.  Winter,  Holt,  Coe,  Sat- 
terlee,  Northrop,  and  Floyd,  All  of  them 
are  very  much  in  favor  of  it.  I  have  sent 
out  twelve  hundred  postals  to  League  mem- 
bers and  others  to  be  present  at  the  hear- 
inp^.  I  have  written  to  two  hundred  and 
eighty  churches  asking  them  to  put  up  my 
notice  in  their  woman's  clubs  and  to  an- 
nounce the  hearing  from  the  pulpit. 
The  ones  that  I  have  heard  from 
saying  that  they  have  done  what  1  ask  are 
Trinity  Church,  Dr.  Parkhurst's  Church, 
and  St.  George's. 

I  have  framed,  as  a  gift  to  the  League, 
the  poster  put  up  in  the  McAdoo  tunnel 
saying  that  the  rear  car  is  reserved  for 
women,  and  it  has  on  it  an  appropriate  in- 
scription by  Mr.  McAdoo  himself. 

Julia  L.  D.  Longfellow,  Chairman. 


Waring  Juvenile  League  Letters 

Hudson  Post. — We  have  had  some  splendid 
reports  at  the  Hudson  Post  this  month.  A 
large  number  of  blocked  fire-escapes  were 
turned  in,  mostly  on  lower  West  End  Avenue. 
It  was  found  that  in  several  instances  boards 
had  been  firmly  nailed  across  the  opening  so 
that  in  case  of  fire,  escape  would  be  impossi- 
ble, and  in  one  place  the  ladders  had  been 
wrenched  off.  In  block  after  block  conditions 
were  terrible  and  were  at  once  reported  to  the 
Tenements  Commissioner.  We  will  continue  to 
report  until  they  are  fixed. 

For  good  I'eporting  a  number  of  the  boys  of 
both  Posts  were  taken  over  the  ship  "Ports- 
mouth" of  the  New  Jersey  Naval  Reserve,  by 
Commander  Peters,,  one  Saturday,  and  had  a 
fine  time  examining  the  ship  and  playing  sailor 
on  the  rigging.  Dr.  Leaser's  second  prize  to 
the  "First  Aid"  class,  a  five-dollar  gold  piece, 
was  given  to  Merrill  Roberts  of  the  Hudson 
Post,  and  deposited  in  a  bank  for  him.  Dr. 
Lesser  kindly  entertained  the  class  at  his  house 
with  a  most  interesting  exhibition  of  the 
X-rays,  and  ice  cream  and  cake. 

Our  numbers  continue  to  increase,  and  our 
quarters  will  soon  be  too  small  for  us. 

William  H.  Eldridge,  Jr. 


Lincoln  Post. — The  Lincoln  Post  had  its 
annual    reception    on    Thursday,    April  15th. 
This  was  considered  a  big  night  for  us.  We 
decided  to  have  our  meeting  this  night  so  as 
to  show  our  friends  how  we  conducted  one. 
The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  pi'esi- 
dent,  and  the  usual  business  followed.  Then 
the  prizes  were  given  out.    The  Post  gives  two 
prizes  for  the  best  reports.    The  first  prize  i& 
for   the   most    intelligent   reporting,   and  the 
second    for    the    largest    number    of  reports 
handed  in  from  October  to  April.     The  first 
prize  was  given  to  Alex.  Nicoll.    He  has  done 
splendid  work  in  the  way  of  reporting.  To 
begin   with   he   reported   a   very   dirty  cellar 
until  it  had  been  cleaned,  and  had  then  in- 
spected it  every  week  to  see  that  it  had  been 
kept  in  order.     He  also  turned  in  the  best 
post-box   report,   and   has   done  fine  in  some 
work  which  the  City  Club  asked  us  to  under- 
take.    Then  in  a  great  many  more  instances 
ne   has   kept   reporting   and   inspecting  until 
abuses  were  remedied.     He  well  deserves  the 
prize.     The  second  prize  was  given  to  Luther 
Beck,   whose   reports   from   October   to  April 
numbered   106.   It  was  also  found  the  honor 
roll  for  reporting  was  long.    After  these  prizes 
were  awarded  Dr.  Lesser  presented  the  prizes 
for  the  "First  Aid"  class  of  both  Posts.  The 
boy  who  took  the  best  examination  received  a 
ten-dollar  gold  piece.    This  was  Walter  Swan- 
son  of  the  Lincoln  Post.    He  put  it  in  a  bank, 
to  be  left  there  till  he  is  of  age.   The  second 
prize  went  to  the  Hudson  Post,  and  all  the 
First  Aid   received  one  dollar  for  answering 
ten  out  of  twelve  questions.     Dr.  Lesser  ap- 
pointed   Walter    Swanson,    Alex.    Nicoll  and 
Ernest  Gossman  as  the  "First  Aid"  for  the 
Lincoln  Post.    The  boys  then  made  a  motion 
of  thanks   to  Dr.   Lesser  for  his  interest  in 
them.  The  gymnasium  gold  medal  for  strength 
was  awarded  to  Perry  Bums  and  the  bronze 
medal   for  best  attendance  and  discipline  to 
William   Martin.     There  was  one   more  prize 
given  out,  and  that  was  to  our  first  sergeant- 
at-arms,  William  Blair,  who  spoke  before  the 
Woman's  Municipal  League  in  January.  This 
was  for  his  good  work  in  keeping  oi-der  in  the 
club.     About  two  weeks  ago  Mr.  Marvin  was 
taken  ill  and  could  not  come  to  gymnasium 
class.     Everything  was  left  in  the  hands  of 
the  leaders,  who  managed  splendidly.    A  visit- 
ing  basket-ball   team   played    us   an  exciting 
game,   and  not  once  during  the  evening  was 
there  any  disorder.     Some  visitors  who  hap- 
pened  in    said   it   was   the   most  remarkable 
exhibition  of  discipline  they  had  ever  seen. 

It  is  announced  that  there  is  to  be  a  new 
report  system,  and  we  expect  to  get  fine  re- 
sults from  it. 

William  Fenrich. 
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LEAGUE  CALENDAR 


The  regular  monthly  meeting  of  the  Woman's  Municipal  League,  to  nvhich 
all  members  and  their  friends  are  incited,  <Tvill  take  place  at  the  headquarters 
of  the  League,  19  East  26th  Street,  on  Th  ur^ day.  May  20th, 
at  tt  a*m» 

The  subject  of  the  day  ivill  he  **  Tenements/* 

Among  the  speakers  "will  he  Dr*  Elgin  R*  L,  Gould,  President  of  the 
City  and  Suburban  Homes  Company,  <who  It^ill  speak  on  Model  Tenements, 
A  Philanthropy  Which  Pays*' ;  Miss  Kate  Claghorn,  Registrar,  The  Tenement 
House  Department,  City  of  Ne<w  York,  Ipt^ill  speak  on  **  The  City  Tenement 
House  Department  and  The  Public*' ;  and  Miss  Gertrude  Barnum,  of  the 
Tenement  Committee  of  the  Woman's  Municipal  League,  %ill  talk  on  **  The 
Tenement  and  the  Working  Woman/' 

M,  Serena  Townsend,  Secreiaryu 


FIRST  MONDAYS 

Streets  Committee,  ig  East  26th  Street  11  a.  m. 

ALL  MONDAYS 

Hudson  Post,  Riverside  Juvenile  League, 
Gymnasium,  Christ  Church.  71st  Street 
and  Broadway,  Visitors  welcome  7.45  p.m. 

SECOND  MONDAYS 

Ice- Water  Fountains  Committee,  Residence  of 
Mrs.  Thomas  M.  Dillingham,  Chairman, 
8  West  49th  Street  10  a.  m. 

Morrisania.   Residence  of  Mrs,  Longfellow, 

Chairman.  Riverdale.  10.30  a.  m. 

Research  Department,  19  East  26th  Street...  10. 30  a.  m. 

THIRD  MONDAYS 

Streets  Committee  19  East  26th  Street  11  a.  m. 

ALL  TUESDAYS 

Lincoln  Post,  Riverside  Juveni'e  League,  Gym- 
nasium St.  Michael's  Parish  House,  225 
West  99th  Street  7  45  p.  m. 

FIRST  TUESDAYS 

Riverside  Residence  of  Mrs  Percival 

Knauth,  302  West  76th  Street  n  a.  m. 

SECOND  TUESDAYS 

Finance  Committee,  19  East  26th  Street  11  a.  m. 

Police  Committee,  19  East  26ih  Street  1.30  p.  m. 

ALL  WEDNESDAYS 

Both  Posts,  Riverside  Juve  ile  League.  Emer- 
gency Class.  St  .Michael  s  Pari:-h  House, 
225  West  gqth  Street   4  p.  m. 

FIRST  WEDNESDAYS 

House  Committee.  19  East  26th  Street  4  p.  m. 

Hudson  Post.  Riverside  Juvenile  League,  Christ 
Church  7 isf^  Street  and  Hroadwav,  Business 
Meeting  7.45  p.  m. 

SECOND  WEDNESDAYS 

Greenwich  Residence  ot  Miss  Day ,  Chairman, 

aS  Fifth  Avenue  11.30  a.  m. 

THIRD  WEDNESDAYS 
Central  Committee,  tg  East  26th  Street  ro.30  a.  m. 

Hudson  Post,  Riverside  Juvenile  League.  Christ 
Church,  7is;  Street  and  Broadway,  Busi- 
ness Meeting  7.45  p.  m. 


FOURTH  WEDNESDAYS 

Murray    Hill,  Residence    of    Mrs.  Barkley, 

Chairman,  14  East  6(.th  Street  10  30  a.  m. 

Washington  Heights.  Sunday  School  Room 
St.  Luke's  Church,  corner  Convent  Avenue 
and  141st  Street  3.30  p.  m. 

ALL  THURSDAYS 

Lincoln  Post,  Riverside  Juvenile  League,  St. 
Michael's  Parish  House,  225  West  99th 
Street,  Dancing  Class   4  p.  m. 

FIRST  THURSDAYS 

Membership  Committee,  19  East  a6th  Street...  11  a.  m. 
Flatbush,  Directors'  Room    Flatbush  Water 
Works  Co..  cor.  Flatbush  Ave  and  Lenox 

Road  10-30  a.  m. 

SECOND  THURSDAYS 

Lincoln  Post,  Riverside  Juvenile  League.  Busi- 
ness Meeting,  St.  Michael's  Parish  House, 
225  West  99th  Street  7.45  p.  tn. 

FOURTH  THURSDAYS 

Lincoln  Post,  Riverside  Juvenile  League,  Busi- 
ness Meeting,  St.  Michael's  Parish  House. 
225  West  99th  Street  7.45  p.  m. 

THURSDAY  FOLLOWING  THIRD 
WEDNESDAY 
Public  Meeting.    See  above. 

LAST  THURSDAY^ 

Brooklyn  Heights,  BrookKn  Barnard  Club, 

1^2  Remsen  Street  10  .30  a  m 

Executive  Meeting,  same  day  10  a.  m. 

FIRST  FRIDAYS 

Tenements  Committee,  rg  East  26th  Street  11  a.  m. 

FOURTH  FRIDAYS 
Chelsea,  Chelsea  (iirls'  Club,  434  West  20th  St..  .2  p.  m. 

MORRISANIA  SUBDIVISIONS 

West  Bronx  Second  and  Fourth  Thursdays. . .   3  p.  m. 

PROSPECT  HEIGHTS,  BROOKLYN 
Last  of  each  month.   Subject  to  calL 
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The  last  public  meeting  of  the  season 
was  held  on  May  20th  at  the  League 
headquarters.  The  subject  of  the  day, 
Tenements,  called  out  the  largest  atten- 
dance of  the  3'ear.  Over  one  hundred 
and  twenty-five  being  present. 

In  the  absence  of  the  President,  Mrs. 
Aldrich,  the  Vice-President,  Mrs. 
Thomas  R.  French,  presided. 

Rev.    Hugh    Birckhead,   Rector   of  St. 

George's  Protestant  Episcopal  Church, 
speaking  of  "Effect  of  Tenements  on  Life," 
said  somewhat  as  follows :  I  am  con- 
stantly being  brought  in  touch  with  tene- 
ment house  dwellers.  Out  of  seven  thou- 
sand parishioners,  only  tour  hundred  oc- 
cupy entire  houses.  The  majority  live  in 
tenements.  Thus  I  have  an  opportunity  to 
observe  the  method  of  life  among  these 
tenements  house  dwellers,  and  the  effect  on 
their  lives,  of  the  conditions  which  sur- 
round them.  Take  for  example  homes  con- 
sisting of  two  fairly  lighted  rooms,  with 
perhaps  a  dark  room  between.  You  can 
see  for  yourselves  that  it  is  impossible 
that  anyone  so  living  could  ever  be  alone, 
and  we  all  know  that  only  in  being  alone 
can  one  attain  to  spiritual  growth.  Never 
to  be  alone  is  never  to  grow  spiritually. 
Then  always  there  is  the  light,  an  electric 
light  or  a  gas  jet  somewhere,  never  the 
quiet  of  darkness.  Darkness  has  a  great 
deal  to  do  with  our  development,  ethically 
as  well  as  physically.  We  need  the  dark- 
ness for  rest,  both  mental  and  physical. 
These  people  are  never  in  darkness.  And 
then,  they  are  never  in  silence ;  there  is 
plways  the  elevated  train,  the  street  car, 
the  noise  of  the  tenant  above  or  the  tenant 
below.  Now  all  these  conditions  have  a 
great  deal  to  do  with  the  formation  of 
character. 

At  one  time,  tenting  out,  eight  boys 
in  a  tent,  I  said  to  one  of  the 
little  shavers:  "How  do  you  like  it?" 
"It's  nice  but  it's  awfully  lonely,"  he  re- 
plied. "Why,"  I  said,  "how  can  you  be 
lonely  with  eight  of  you  in  there  together?" 
"Because,"  he  said,  "at  home  me  and  me 
mother  and  little  brother  and  sister  all 
sleep  in  the  same  bed,  but  when  father 
comes  home  drunk  he  throws  us  all  out 
on  the  floor."  Can  you  blame  them  for 
their  attitude  toward  those  things  which 
should  be  sacred?    There  is  no  place  for 


any  social  life.  I  remember  the  case  of 
a  young  girl  coming  to  me  to  get  mar- 
ried to  her  "gentleman  friend."  Carl,  she 
said,  was  his  first  name.  "But,"  I  said, 
"what  is  his  last  name?"'  "Why  I  don't 
know,"  she  replied.  "I  could  never  take 
him  home,  there  was  no  place  with  five 
other  children,  so  I  had  to  meet  him  out- 
side." Frequently  I  have  weddings  where 
the  bride's  family  meets  the  groom,  for  the 
first  time,  at  the  wedding. 

Then  there  is  the  question  of  disease.  In 
these  crowded  conditions  there  is  no  time 
or  place  to  take  care  of  the  patient.  Especi- 
ally are  these  conditions  dangerous  in  the 
case  of  tuberculosis.  It  is  almost  inevi- 
table that  the  rest  of  the  family  will  re- 
ceive the  germ.  We  have  just  started  a 
class  for  instruction  in  the  care  of 
tubercular  patients,  but  it  is  impossible  in 
the  crowded  tenement  to  give  the  per- 
sonal, individual  care  required.  The  great- 
est obstacle  we  meet  is  the  fact  that  the 
average  patient  will  never  acknowledge 
what  is  the  matter.  I  recall  the  case  of  a 
little  boy,  a  beautiful  child,  who  died,  and 
after  the  funeral  I  went  'round  to  see  the 
mother.  There  were  three  other  children. 
I  talked  with  the  mother  as  I  thought 
would  best  comfort  her,  and  when  I  had 
finished  she  turned  round  and  said :  "Well, 
Doctor,  we  get  the  insurance."  So  that 
even  their  sorrow  is  mixed  with  the 
thought  of  the  expensiveness  of  life. 
Listening  to  an  address  by  a  well  known 
doctor  telling  the  people  of  the  care  neces- 
sary before  a  cure  could  be  affected.  I 
watched  their  faces,  and  was  struck  with 
the  look  of  blank  despair  upon  many,  as 
if  life  was  so  short  and  so  expensive  that 
it  was  not  worth  so  much  care. 

I  don't  like  to  dwell  too  much  on  the 
moral  aspect  of  this  question,  but  one  of 
the  greatest  evils  of  these  crowded  con- 
ditions is  the  necessity  of  the  boarder,  for 
with  the  boarder  usually  comes  more 
trouble.  But  I  do  feel  very  strongly  on 
this  point.  What  with  these  conditions 
and  that  which  the  boys  and  girls  are 
bound  to  hear  on  the  street,  besides  that 
which  they  see  in  their  own  homes,  I 
think  it  is  a  splendid  thing  that  there  are 
hundreds  and  hundreds  of  decent  girls 
among  the  poor. 

Now  what  I  should  like  you  to  do  is  to 
lend  all  your  influence  and  support  to  the 
suitable  housing  of  these  thousands  and 
thousands  of  people.    While  I  know  there 


is  a  great  demand  for  suitable  tenements,  I 
would  briefly  suggest,  if  I  ma}-,  that  you 
work  also  for  the  building  of  the  small 
house  with  the  tract  of  land  around  each 
house.  Crowded  conditions  ignore  the 
value  of  the  individual  soul,  and  make 
democracy  impossible,  and  democracy 
teaches  that  each  individual  has  the  right 
to  be  at  his  best.  Combine  philanthropy 
with  business  and  with  some  good,  reput- 
able concern  invest  in  the  building  of  such 
homes  as  I  have  mentioned.  This  will 
make  for  the  development  of  the  individual ; 
make  not  only  for  his  ethical  good,  but 
it  will  be  a  paying  investment  all  around. 
If  you  will  do  this  you  will  bring  into 
being  lots  of  striving  little  souls  that  are 
only  waiting  for  an  opportunity  to  grow. 


In  the  unavoidable  absence  of  Miss 
Clayhorn,  registrar  of  the  Tenement  House 
Department,  who  was  announced  as  a 
speaker.  Miss  Emily  Dinwiddle,  Secretary 
of  the  Tenements  Committee  of  the 
Charity  Organization  Society,  very  kindly 
consented  to  talk  on  "Some  of  the  Prob- 
lems of  the  Tenement  House  Department 
of  New  York."  Miss  Dinwiddle  said  in 
part :  You  all  remember  the  disclosures 
that  were  made  at  the  time  of  the  recent 
investigation  of  tenements.  Of  those  sleep- 
ing in  dark  rooms  there  were  found  to  be 
a  greater  number  than  in  any  correspond- 
ing area  of  the  other  large  cities  except 
Chicago    and  Philadelphia. 

I  want  to  refer  to  some  of  the  exist- 
ing tenement  house  laws.  There  are  some 
difficulties,  and  very  serious  difficulties,  ex- 
isting to-day  in  the  carrying  out  of  these 
laws.  There  has  alwa\'s  been  a  discrepancy 
between  that  which  was  required  by  the 
law  and  that  which  was  attainable  by  the 
Tenement  House  Department.  To  inspect 
all  of  our  tenements  once  a  month  was 
absolutely  impossible.  We  have  had  to 
deal  with  the  problem  of  insufficient  ap- 
propriation as  against  increased  popula- 
tion. Then  the  matter  oi  making  improve- 
ments in  old  houses,  and  that  of  providing 
proper  fire  escapes.  Practically  the  situa- 
tion has  been  in  these  three  phases  of  the 
work — that  of  the  inspection  of  fire  es- 
capes, the  improvement  of  old  houses  and 
the  inspection  of  new — that  the  appropria- 
tion of  the  work  has  been  out  of  all  pro- 
portion to  the  work  required. 

It  is  very  important  to  distinguish  be- 
tween the  necessary  and  the  unnecessary 
complaint.  A  great  deal  can  be  done  in 
this  way  to  help  the  work  of  the  Depart- 
ment. From  August,  1902.  to  December, 
1908,  the  Department  received  88,728  com- 
Dlaints  for  which  there  was  no  real  basis. 
To  40,018  of  these,  inspectors  had  been 
sent,  and  in  the  case  of  20,830  others  we 


had  no  jurisdiction,  and  they  were  re- 
ferred to  other  Departments.  In  20,585 
cases  there  was  no  violation  of  the  law. 
In  other  instances  the  place  could  not  be 
found  from  the  address  given.  Reporting 
a  serious  matter  where  undesirable  con- 
ditions are  known  to  exist  does  a  great 
deal  of  good,  but  it  is  important  to  dis- 
tinguish between  the  useless  complaint  and 
the  one  that  is  necessary,  because  it  re- 
quires a  great  amount  of  time  to  investi- 
gate each  complaint. 

Now  in  the  matter  of  the  law  relating  to 
the  fire  escapes.  The  law  says  the  fire 
escape  must  not  be  over  thirty  feet  from 
the  yard,  and  must  be  kept  clear.  In  one 
house  we  found  a  sink  in  front  of  the 
fire  escape.  This  would,  of  course,  mean 
great  difficulty  in  getting  out  in  case  of 
fire.  AttentixDn  to  the  enforcement  of  this 
law  is  very  important. 

Then  there  is  the  law  in  the  matter  of 
the  width  of  halls.  Outside  halls  should 
be  wide,  but  the  private  hall  inside  the 
rooms  may  be  narrow. 

And  there  is  the  law  about  the  small 
window.  It  was  found  in  a  number  of 
cases  that  the  window  was  very  slightly  be- 
low the  required  size.  The  difference  was 
not  materially  important,  the  air  admitted 
being  practically  the  same,  and  affording 
sufficient  light  and  ventilation.  We  have 
to  consider  the  property  rights  of  the 
owner.  It  is  unjust  to  require  him  to  tear 
out  these  windows  for  the  matter  of  a  few 
inches. 

I  would  say  give  your  attention  to  the 
making  of  just  laws  for  the  tenant  and  for 
the  landlord.  Try  to  have  those  enforced 
governing  matters  of  health,  and  try  to 
have  those  laws  modified  requiring  un- 
necessary changes. 

What  we  need  in  the  Department  is  to 
eliminate  unnecessary  work,  and  to  have  a 
larger  appropriation,  that  we  may  add  to 
our  force  of  workers  in  order  that  all  the 
ground  shall  be  covered. 


Dr.  Elgin  R.  L.  Gould,  the  President 
of  the  City  and  Suburban  Homes  Com- 
pany, spoke  on  "The  Model  Tenement." 
In  substance  he  said :  I  am  going  to  tell 
you  about  a  woman  friend  of  mine  who  is 
in  charge  of  a  section  of  the  Girls'  Friend- 
ly Society.  This  lady  selected  ten  girls 
from  twelve  to  fourteen  years  of  age  and 
they  were  requested  to  answer  the  ques- 
tion, "If  you  had  five  million  dollars  to 
spend  for  bettering  the  living  conditions 
of  the  poor  of  the  city,  how  would  you 
spend  it?"  Seven  oi^t  of  the  ten  girls 
answered :  "We  would  build  Model  Ten- 
ements or  suitable  houses  for  the  poor." 
Those  girls  had  lived  all  their  lives  in  tene- 
ments.    Now  why  is  it  that  those  girls 
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felt  the  great  necessity  for  the  model  tene- 
ment ?" 

In  the  first  place  let  me  say  that 
the  chief  consideration  in  the  welfare  of 
the  masses  of  a  great  city  is  to  see  that 
they  have  decent  homes ;  this  means  so 
much  to  the  self-respecting  poor.  They 
should  have  a  chance  to  bring  up  their  chil- 
dren properly  and  make  them  worthy  men 
and  women,  and  only  in  decent  environ- 
ments can  this  be  done.  To  those  who 
take  an  interest  in  philanthropic  problems 
desirable  homes  for  these  people  are  more 
important  than  any  other  question.  Where 
you  find  the  worst  housing  conditions, 
there  you  find  the  greatest  difficulty  in 
the  demand  for  liquor. 

Always  be  alive  to  proceedings  at  Al- 
bany. Try  to  make  the  best  changes  for 
the  decent  poor.  Make  for  goods  laws  on 
the  dark  room  clause,  thus  cutting  off 
the  chances  for  the  spread  of  tuberculosis. 
Give  your  attention  to  this  problem  for 
the  promotion  of  its  suppression,  and  be 
heard  from  by  the  men  at  Albany. 

To  put  this  matter  on  a  sound  business 
basis  make  your  investments  in  such  a  way 
that  your  interest  will  be  assured.  Thus 
you  will  be  building  new  homes  for  the 
people  which  shall  carry  out  in  every  way 
the  requirements  of  the  law,  while  at  the 
same  time  you  will  receive  regular  re- 
turns on  your  investment. 

I  can  testify  that  this  has  been  a  grow- 
ing work,  in  fact  people  who  have  had 
money  to  invest  have  been  as  assured  of 
their  returns  as  if  investing  in  a  strictly 
commercial  enterprise.  I  assure  30U  that 
the  time  is  past  when  that  statement  can 
be  questioned. 

There  are  three  fundamental  facts,  the 
need  of  less  congested  conditions  as  a 
necessary  means  to  the  moral  betterment, 
the  physical  well-being  and  the  spiritual 
uplifting  of  the  people.  I  cannot  too 
strongly  emphasize  this  need  of  the  desir- 
able home  as  a  preventative  against  sick- 
ness and  ill  health,  the  result  of  many  of 
the  present  congested,  herding  conditions. 

Another  matter  to  which  I  would  call 
your  attention  is  that  you  bring  to  bear 
your  influence  in  the  enforcement  of  the 
existing  laws  in  relation  to  tenement  house 
construction.  Make  it  impossible  that  these 
people  shall  suffer  from  unsanitary  con- 
ditions. See  that  you  have  part  in  estab- 
lishing such  humanitarian  laws. 

To  put  this  matter  on  a  sound  business 
basis,  make  your  investments  in  such  a 
way  that  your  interest  will  be  assured. 
Thus  you  will  be  building  new  homes  for 
the  people  which  shall  carr>^  out  in  every 
way  the  requirements  of  the  law,  while  at 
the  same  time  you  will  receive  regular  re- 
turns on  your  investment. 

After  some  years  snent  in  the  academic 
chair  I  entered  this  field  of  work,  and  look- 


ing back  upon  the  twelve  years  I  can 
testify  that  it  has  been  a  growing  work. 
With  three  millions  invested  at  4  per 
cent,  our  balance  sheet  shows  six  mil- 
lion dollars  in  dividends  as  the  rec- 
ord of  twelve  years.  *  *  *  There 
are  now  no  men  in  charge  of  our 
local  estates ;  all  the  work  is  being  done  by 
women,  and  the  only  mystery  in  our  meth- 
ods is  that  we  make  a  point  of  making 
the  women  tenants  comfortable.  The  men 
are  at  home  in  the  evening,  but  the  right 
sort  of  man  likes  to  see  his  family  com- 
fortable. The  woman  controls  the  home 
question.    *    *  * 

We  have  both  the  large  and  the  small 
investor.  Our  shares  are  $10,  and  we  have 
investors  who  own  a  single  share.  It  is  in- 
teresting to  watch  the  growth  of  the  in- 
vestment from  small  to  large.  Then,  too, 
there  is  the  knowledge  that  they  can  al- 
ways have  their  money  back. 

At  the  same  time  there  is  a  demand  for 
the  suburban  home,  and  when  they  learn 
of  the  additional  advantage  of  insurance, 
the  inducement  is  much  greater.  Our 
present  number  of  model  tenements  could 
not  begin  to  take  care  of  the  people  of  this 
city,  so  that  there  is  a  wide  field  ever  be- 
fore us. 


]Miss  Gertrude  Barnum,  of  the  Woman's 
Municipal  League  Tenements  Committee, 
said  in  speaking  on  "The  Tenements  and 
the  W^orking  Woman."  I  am  going  to  tell 
\'0u  how  two  working  women  can  live  com- 
fortabh'  in  one  of  our  large  tenements  at 
a  rental  of  $2.65  per  week.  You  remember 
that  in  Dickens'  story  the  master  at  "  Do- 
theboys  Hall"  had  ihe  boys  spell  window, 
then  go  and  wash  the  window.  So  we  not 
only  talk  tenement  but  we  live  tenement. 

Home  is  said  to  be  the  woman's  sphere, 
but  the  modern  woman  adds  an  "s"  and 
realizes  her  responsibility  for  all  the 
homes  of  this  city.  Furnished  rooms  do 
not  solve  the  problem  of  homes  for  work- 
ing woman.  The  hall  bedroom  fails  to 
meet  her  need. 

In  our  Model  Tenement  two-room  flats 
we  have  for  $2.65  per  week  everything 
necessary  to  the  making  of  a  home.  We 
have  privacy,  refinement  and  comfort. 
First  you  enter  a  tiny  hall.  If  we  are  in 
our  kimonas  when  you  call  you  will  not 
see  us  till  we  have  dressed.  We  have  a 
kitchenette  with  the  gas  stove  screened 
off,  leaving  a  sitting  room.  Then  there  is 
a  little  bedroom  and  a  private  lavatory, 
with  the  use  of  the  fine  roof  in  the  evening 
and  the  privilege  of  the  baths  and  steam 
laundry  dryers  in  the  basement.  Our 
friends,  including  gentlemen,  can  with  per- 
fect propriety  call  upon  us.     The  Model 

{Continued  on  page  5) 
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THE  BULLETIN. 

Published  by  The  Woman's  Municipal  League. 

Mrs.  Spencer  Welton,  Editor. 


Address  all  communications  to 
The  Bulletin. 


19  East  26th  Street  ....  New  York. 
Published  Monthly  ...  50  cents  yearly. 

"The  purpose  of  the  League  is  to  promote  among 
women  an  intelligent  interest  in  municipal  affairs,  and  to 
aid  in  securing  permanent  good  government,  for  the 
City  of  New  York  without  regard  to  party  or  sectional 
lines." 

All  public  spirited  women  are  urged  to 
join  the  League,  and  aid  in  the  great  work 
of  municipal  house  keepmg.  For  further 
information  and  application  for  membership 
apply  to  League  Headquarters  19  East  26th 
Street,  New  York. 


Large  September  Bulletin  Planned. 

In  pursuance  of  the  earnest  desire  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  to  keep  the  expendi- 
tures of  the  League  in  as  close  relation  to 
its  income  as  is  possible,  it  has  been 
deemed  best  to  omit  the  July  and  August 
numbers  of  the  Bulletin.  This  policy  of 
retrenchment  has  proven  especially  neces- 
sary this  year,  as  there  has  been  increas- 
ingly heavy  demands  made  upon  the  or- 
ganization, in  consequence  of  its  growing 
importance  in  civic  activities. 

The  September  number  of  the  Bulletin 
will  be  one  of  especial  interest  to  all  the 
members,  containing  an  account  of  the 
League's  summer  work  and  a  brief  resume 
of  the  year's  activities.  It  is  hoped  that 
this  effort  for  economv  will  appeal  to  all 
the  friends  of  the  League. 

K.  S.  Day,  Treasurer. 


Report  of  Secretary. 

The  Secretary  would  like  to  report  that 
during  the .  past  few  months  the  League 
has  been  connected  with  the  various  im- 
portant movements  in  civic  affairs  which 
have  arisen,  and  was  represented  at  the 
meeting  organized  by  the  citizens  of  New 
York  to  protest  against  the  invasion  of 
Central  Park  by  the  Academy  of  Design, 
which  took  place  at  the  City  Club  in 
March ;  at  the  conference  on  the  Budget 
at  the  Colony  Club  in  April,  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Bureau  of  Municipal  Re- 
search ;  at  the  preliminary  meeting  of  the 
Citizens'  Recreation  Committee,  which  was 
held  at  the  League  rooms  in  April ;  at  the 
Conference  on  City  Planning  held  at  the 
22d  Regiment  Armory,  in  May,  during  the 


exhibition  of  the  Municipal  Art  Society 
and  the  Committee  on  Congestion  of  Pop- 
ulation ;  and  also  at  the  various  meetings 
of  the  Board  of  Censorship. 

The  League  is  now  a  member  of  the 
above  named  Committees  and  will  be  rep- 
resented next  winter  upon  the  two  most 
recently  formed,  namely,  the  Citizens' 
Recreation  Committee,  and  the  Committee 
on  City  Planning,  which  latter  is  to  be  a 
permanent  committee  formed  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Municipal  Art  Society  and 
the  Committee  on  Congestion  of  Popula- 
tion. 

As  the  result  of  the  work  in  joint  com- 
mittee of  the  People's  Institute  and  the 
Woman's  Municipal  League  in  the  winter 
of  1907- 1908,  when  a  series  of  investiga- 
tions of  the  Cheap  Amusements  of  Man- 
hattan Island  was  conducted,  the  Board  of 
Censorship  of  Moving  Picture  Shows  was 
organized  and  held  its  first  meeting  on 
March  5th,  1909.  On  this  Board  the 
League  is  now  represented  by  the  Secre- 
tary. The  work  of  the  Censorship  Com- 
mittee has  been  of  undoubted  service  to 
the  community  and  has  already  shown  the 
need  for  such  a  body,  while  the  establish- 
ment of  a  permanent  National  Board  of 
Censorship  is  the  natural  outcome  of  the 
experiment.  Among  the  numerous  impor- 
tant civic  and  educational  organizations 
which  are  represented  on  the  Board,  the 
People's  Institute  and  The  Woman's  Muni- 
cipal League  may  justly  claim  the  credit 
for  the  inception  of  the  idea,  and  the  pre- 
liminary work  which  made  the  present 
Board  a  reality. 

The  importance  of  the  League's  associa- 
tion with  all  these  various  movements  for 
reform  and  betterment  of  municipal  af- 
fairs cannot  be  too  strongly  emphasized 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  coming  win- 
ter will  show  not  only  an  increased  mem- 
bership but  an  organized  and  specific  plan 
of  work  for  the  League  as  a  whole  to 
undertake. 

With  a  membership  of  nearly  1,200  and 
a  growing  list  of  subscribers  the  influence 
of  The  Woman's  Municipal  League  should 
go  far  towards  the  accomplishment  of 
these  much  needed  reforms,  besides  our  im- 
portance as  a  civic  body  is  constantly  in- 
creasing. 

M.  Serena  Townsend,  Secretary. 


Finance  Committee. 

During  the  Treasurer's  absence  abroad 
this  summer  Mrs.  Butterworth,  Assistant 
Treasurer,  will  have  direction  of  the 
finances  of  the  League,  and  Mrs.  Lung, 
Second  Assistant  Treasurer,  will  act  in  an 
advisory  capacity.  All  inquiries  or  dona- 
tions sent  to  the  League  will  be  promptly 
acknowledged. 
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( Continued  from  page  j) 

Tenements  built  by  the  City  and  Suburban 
Homes  Company  are  very  much  better  than 
any  others  in  this  country. 

Compare  the  home  that  I  have  described 
with  that  of  a  tenement  of  which  I  know, 
where  Hved  a  family  consisting  of  hus- 
band, wife  and  four  children.  The  hus- 
band was  a  painter,  but  had  been  crippled 
by  an  accident  resulting  in  blood  poison- 
ing and  life  long  invalidism.  The  wife 
toiled  for  years  with  her  needle  to  make 
a  home  for  her  family,  never  earning  more 
than  $12.00  a  week.  But  she  swam  on 
against  the  tide,  sewing  all  day  and  half 
the  night,  caring  for  her  sick  husband, 
fighting  in  her  tenement  the  everlasting 
fight  with  vermin  and  filth.  The  eldest 
child  was  a  boy,  and  she  said  she  would 
keep  on  till  he  was  old  enough  to  help, 
after  that  it  would  not  matter  what  became 
of  her.  She  tried  to  teach  him  a  correct 
life.  Instead  of  leaving  him  on  the  streets 
to  learn  evil  things  from  neighbors'  boys, 
she  put  him  to  bed  at  eight  o'clock.  Now 
the  sad  end  of  the  story  is  this:  When 
the  boy  was  old  enough  to  help  he  was 
tubercular  and  unfit  for  any  of  the  real 
\york  of  life,  the  result  of  having  lived  the 
life  of  the  over-crowded  tenement  house. 

It  is  such  cases  as  this  that  lead  us  to 
feel  deeply  and  make  us  wish  to  solve  the 
problem  of  the  proper  housing  of  the  work- 
ing woman.  We  are  all  familiar  with  the 
popular  street  song,  "There's  No  Place 
Like  Home.  That's  Why  I  Went  Away." 
And  it  is  no  wonder  that  so  many  youths 
— both  girls  and  boys — run  away  from  the 
gloom  and  turmoil  of  tenement  lives. 

We  wish  your  ardent  support  in  our  ef- 
forts to  give  the  people  the  good  land- 
lord and  to  help  relieve  the  conditions 
which  exist  in  the  crowded  tenement  house. 

Miss  Barnum  invited  all  present  to 
visit  her  in  the  Model  Tenements  at 
416  East  65th  Street  any  Thursday  after- 
noon or  evening.  She  has  fitted  up  a  two- 
room  flat,  to  demonstrate  how  two  work- 
ing women  may  make  a  complete  home  at 
a  rental  of  $2.65  per  week. 


The  Tenements  Committee,  consisting  of 
Mrs.  Til  omas  R.  French,  Chairman ',  Mrs. 
James  S.  Waterman,  Secretarv:  Miss  Con- 
stance B.  Holt,  Miss  Mabel  H.  Kittridge, 
Mrs.  John  F.  Holden,  Miss  Caroline  C. 
Ward.  Mrs.  G.  Payson,  Miss  Gertrude 
Barnum  and  Mrs.  Gilbert  E.  Jones,  are  to 
be  congratulated  on  the  tremendous  suc- 
cess of  the  recent  meeting.  Their  hard 
work  culminating  in  the  meeting  has  set 
a  new  standard  for  other  Committees  to 
follow. 


New  Ice  Water  Fountains.  1 

Your  Fountain  Committee  began  active  | 
work  in  March,  sending  out  2,000  circulars  i 
and  leaflets,  using  for  the  list  that  of  the  i 
subscribers  to  the  Charity  Organization  ■ 
Society.  The  response  to  date  has  been  * 
$170,  and  we  are  hoping  for  still  further  ; 
contributions.  As  the  price  of  ice  has  in- 
creased from  20  to  30  cents  a  hundred-  ! 
weight  this  season,  we  have  decided  to  i 
send  out  600  more  of  the  circulars  so  that  I 
we  will  be  sure  to  have  enough  money  in  : 
the  treasury  to  meet  summer  needs. 

You  will  remember  that  in  the  Annual 
Report  of  last  November  I  said  that  we  j 
had  been  obliged  to  assume,  the  responsi- 
bility of  providing  ice  for  two  or  three  of  I 
the  fountains,  owing  to  the  hard  times,  and  i 
because     fountains     which    had    received  1 
ice    from    the   Herald    stations    were    no  I 
longer  able  to  do  so,  as  the  stations  had 
been  abandoned.    Although  it  has  been  our  j 
policy  to  use  the  money  for  fountains  only,  j 
we  feel  that  it  is  better  to  keep  those  we  ; 
have  in  working  order  than  to  place  new  j 
ones.  j 

This  season  we  have  moved  one  of  the  < 
old  fountains,  and  adopted  another,  the  j 
histories  of  which  I  will  relate.  We  have  j 
an  admirable  site  for  another  fountain  if  \ 
the  funds  are  forthcoming,  namely  at  the  \ 
Alfred  Corning  Clark  Settlement  House,  1 
283  Rivington  Street,  where  ice  would  be  j 
provided  by  the  institution.  i 

In  the  spring  of  1909  we  were  forced  to 
remove  the  fountain  located  at  the  Italian 
Benevolent  Society  to  a  new  site,  owing  to 
changes  in  the  building  and  because  the 
fountain  interfered  with  the  work  of  the 
dispensary    there.     St.    Cyprian's  Parish 
House,  177  West  63d  Street,  was  chosen  as 
the  new  site,  in  the  center  of  the  colored  i 
district  known  as   San   Juan   Hill.  Mrs. 
Andrew   C.   Zabriskie,  the  donor  of  the  ■ 
fountain,  generously  met  the  expense  of  ; 
the  removal. 

St.   Cyprian's  has  a  rather  remarkable 
history.    It  is  located  in  a  densely  popu- 
lated  colored   district,   and   is   under  the  \ 
charge  of  the  Episcopal  City  Mission.  Rev.  ' 
Mr.  Johnston,  the  Rector,  started  the  work 
there   three  years  ago  with   only  a  few 
Sunday  School  scholars,  and  has  built  up 
a   large   and   flourishing  parish — a  really 
wonderful  work !    He  and  his  wife  were  \ 
most  cordial  in  their  desire  to  co-operate  i 
with    us    in    placing   a    fountain   in  this 
crowded   neighborhood,  as   was   also  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Kimber,  the  City  Missionary  in  | 
charge.  i 

The  cellar  and  surroundings  are  neat  j 
and  well  cared  for,  and  there  is  every  | 
promise  of  a  career  of  usefulness  for  this  ' 
memorial  fountain  in  its  new  home.  : 

The   fountain   at  the  Warren  Goddard 
House,  248  East  34th  Street,  may  be  called  I 
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our  fountain  by  adoption.  A  very  in- 
adequate one  was  located  here  some  years 
ago,  having  a  small  ice  box  with  a  ca- 
pacity to  keep  the  water  cold  six  or  seven 
hours  out  of  the  twenty-four.  Even  this 
primitive  contrivance  was  appreciated,  and 
throngs  of  people  patronized  it  when  the 
fountain  was  running. 

This  season  Miss  Ellen  J.  Stone,  who  is 
a  devoted  worker  at  the  Warren  Goddard 
House,  has  given  it  into  our  charge,  and 
the  old  box  is  to  be  replaced  by  a  new 
one  of  our  own  model.  Three  members  of 
our  Committee  are  to  pay  one-half  of  the 
expense  and  Miss  Stone  the  other  half,  the 
cost  being  $80.  Miss  Stone  also  will  pro- 
vide funds  for  supplying  the  fountain  with 
ice.  The  Headworker,  Miss  Bowles,  ex- 
pressed her  pleasure  that  the  fountain  was 
to  be  in  operation  this  summer  under  such 
favorable  conditions,  and  we  are  delighted 
on  our  side  that  it  will  have  such  excel- 
lent supervision. 

Harriet  A.  Dillingham,  Chairman. 


Report  of  Street  Investigation  for 
"Waring  Medal"  from  April  15th 
to  May  15th,  1909. 

I  began  this  work  on  April  15th  and 
during  the  month  have  made  several  morn- 
ing and  afternoon  inspections  of  all  the 
streets  in  the  five  sections  of  Greenwich 
District. 

I  find  the  sweepers  are  all  very  much 
interested  in  the  medal  and  they  seem  very 
pleased  to  have  their  work  inspected  and 
reported  on.  The  drivers  are  not  so  easy 
to  get  at  as  the  sweepers,  on  account  of 
the  nature  of  their  work,  but  I  hope  next 
month  to  be  able  to  give  as  good  a  report 
of  them  as  I  can  now  of  the  sweepers. 

There  is  no  doubt  of  the  good  results 
obtained  by  the  awarding  of  this  medal. 
It  acts  as  a  stimulus  to  the  men  and 
gives  them  an  inspiration  to  do  good 
work  which  otherwise  they  do  not  have. 
But  this  applies  only  to  the  men  who  are 
doing  good  work — keeping  their  streets 
clean  and  attending  to  other  details,  all  of 
which  comes  under  the  head  of  good 
work. 

The  best  way  in  which  an  investigator 
can  work  in  bad  streets  is  to  inspect 
them  daily,  and  talk  to  the  men  and  let 
them  know  that  they  can  do  better  work, 
inspire  them  with  a  desire  to  do  good 
work,  and  last,  but  not  least,  report  these 
streets  to  the  Commissioner  and  have  his 
co-operation  in  every  possible  way.  I  have 
had  several  interviews  with  Commissioner 
Edwards  regarding  this  work  and  have 
found  him  most  courteous  and  apprecia- 
tive of  the  work  the  League  is  doing.  One 
of  the  evils  I  have  brought  to  his  notice  is 


the  lack  of  cans.  By  these  I  mean  the 
large  cans  the  men  use  to  empty  their 
refuse  in.  There  have  been  quite  a  num- 
ber of  extra  cans  sent  to  the  stables  and 
the  Commissioner  has  promised  to  send 
several  more  as  soon  as  they  are  received 
at  the  main  ofiice. 

As  an  experiment  I  have  worked  on  Sul- 
livan, Mercer,  Wooster,  Spring,  Houston, 
Thompson,  Leroy,  Macdougal,  Bleecker, 
Bethune,  Hudson,  Watts,  Varick,  and 
Greene  Streets,  and  the  result  of  this  in- 
spection has  been  a  very  decided  improve- 
ment in  the  cleaning  up  of  these  streets. 
The  foreman  of  the  sections  are  very  ap- 
preciative of  my  work  and  I  have  inspected 
their  sections  in  company  with  them  sev- 
eral times. 

Unfortunately,  the  time  allotted  to  do  the 
"Medal"  work  does  not  permit  of  extra 
work  in  the  dirty  streets,  and  the  only  way 
it  can  be  done  in  Brooklyn  is  to  have  the 
time  increased  from  four  to  six  hours. 
The  Chairman  of  Greenwich  is  so  much 
impressed  with  the  value  of  the  work  that 
she  has  assumed  six  hours'  time  for 
Greenwich,  for  the  months  of  June  and 
September  and  it  would  be  an  excellent 
idea  if  the  Brooklyn  District  could  do  the 
same  thing. 

Eleanore  M.  Whaley, 

Street  Investigator. 


Brooklyn  Medals. 

While  the  Waring  medals  presented  last 
year  by  the  Greenwich  Branch  to  the 
sweepers,  foremen,  and  drivers  of  the 
street  cleaning  department  in  that  District 
were  the  first  ever  specially  designed  and 
presented  to  the  men,  for  technical  excel- 
lence in  their  work,  a  Brooklyn  woman, 
Mrs.  T.  G.  Victor,  has  since  1906  pre- 
sented medals  to  the  drivers  of  Station 
"C"  and  this  year  to  Stable  "B"  in  Brook- 
lyn for  kindness  and  good  treatment  of 
their  horses  and  as  she  is  a  member  of 
the  League,  we  are  glad  to  give  an  ac- 
count of  her  work. 

These  medals  were  given  in  March,  1906. 
Two  silver  medals  were  then  awarded  to 
two  regular  department  drivers  for  kind- 
ness to  their  horses  and  general  efficiency 
and  faithfulness. 

Since  the  date  mentioned  two  medals 
have  been  awarded  every  six  months,  so 
that  at  the  present  time  there  are  twelve 
men  holding  the  prizes. 

The  judging  of  the  fitness  of  the  men  is 
done  by  the  foreman  of  their  stable,  in 
consultation  with  Mrs.  Victor,  the  chief 
hostler,  the  section  foreman,  and  the  dis- 
trict superintendent,  who  each  have  an 
especial  opportunity  to  know  what  the  men 
are  doing  in  the  different  lines  of  their 
work. 


6 


Rewarding  the  men  in  this  way  has  been 
found  to  be  of  value  in  stimulating  the 
interest  of  the  men  in  their  work,  and  it 
has  also  helped  to  make  their  needs  known 
personally  to  people  outside  the  depart- 
ment. 

Mrs.  Vietor  reports  them,  as  a  rule,  in- 
dustrious and  faithful  and  full  of  apprecia- 
tion for  any  kindness. 


Greenwich's  Resume  of  Seasons 
Work. 

The  past  season  has  been  one  largely  of 
organization  and  systemization  of  Commit- 
tees. We  have  had  seven  regular  meetings 
and  a  tea  given  by  a  member,  to  which 
were  invited  the  school  principals  of  the 
District.  Our  street  work  of  last  year 
was  finished  in  November,  when  the  War- 
ing medals  were  presented  by  Commis- 
sioner Crowell,  and  was  begun  again  in 
April  under  the  auspices  of  the  Streets 
Committee  of  the  League.  Mrs.  Whaley, 
the  investigator  this  year,  is  particularly 
fitted  for  the  work,  having  been  a  Board 
of  Health  nurse,  and  with  the  extension 
of  her  time  in  Greenwich  to  six  hours  a 
day.  we  hope  she  will  be  able  to  help  the 
bad  sweepers  of  the  District  as  well  as  to 
stimulate  the  good  men  working  for  the 
medal. 

More  rubbish  cans  have  been  secured  for 
the  District  and  shops  whose  owners  were 
negligent  as  to  placing  bundles  of  rubbish 
outside  on  the  pavement  have  been  re- 
ported. 

In  April,  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Branch,  a  fine  loan  exhibition  of  pictures 
by  artists  of  the  neighborhood  was  held  at 
Richmond  Hill  House.  The  Tree  Planting 
Committee,  under  the  joint  auspices  of  the 
Branch  and  the  Tree  Planting  Associa- 
tion, has  sent  out  appeals  to  owners  of 
property  in  the  District  near  Washington 
Square  urging  them  to  beautify  the  neigh- 
borhood by  adding  to  the  trees  already 
there.  In  answer  to  the  appeals  to  the 
Branch  for  summer  work,  Greenwich  has 
given  $10  from  its  small  treasury. 

K.  S.  Day,  Chairman. 


Chelsea  Holds  Election. 

The  April  meeting  of  the  Chelsea  Branch 
was  held  on  Friday,  April  23,  at  434  West 
20th  Street. 

The  meeting  was  devoted  to  the  election 
of  officers  for  the  coming  year.  The  fol- 
lowing list  of  ladies  were  unanimously 
elected  :  Mrs.  Frederick  Lamb,  Chairman  ; 
Mrs.  L.  M.  Van  Bokkelen,  Vice-Chairman ; 


Miss  H.  L.  Knox,  Treasurer;  Mrs.  Bran- 
dreth  Symonds,  Secretary. 

Executive  Committee — Mrs.  E.  J.  Eraser 
Campbell,  Mrs.  Edward  Van  Zile,  Miss 
Sarah  Pfender. 

I  have  been  requested  to  send  this  re- 
port to  the  League  and  to  say  that  Mrs. 
Frederick  Lamb's  address  until  the  middle 
of  October  will  be  Cresskill,  New  Jersey. 
Florence  B.  Symonds,  Secretary. 


Riverside  Elects  Officers. 

The  May  meeting  of  the  Riverside 
Branch  of  the  League  was  the  annual  meet- 
ing and  the  last  for  the  season. 

The  election  of  officers  took  place  and 
reports  were  read  from  each  Standing 
Committee  on  the  year's  work.  The  offi- 
cers elected  for  the  coming  year  were  Airs. 
Julius  Henry  Cohen,  Chairman;  Mrs.  John 
H.  Huddleston,  Recording  Secretary;  Miss 
Vivia  Monroe,  Corresponding  Secretary; 
Mrs.  William  G.  ver  Planck,  Treasurer. 

The  reports  were  all  exceedingly  in- 
teresting. The  most  enthusiasm  was 
aroused  over  the  report  that  the  Branch 
had  added  44  new  members  during  the  sea- 
son, making  191  members  on  the  books. 

The  Branch  contributed  to  the  Central 
Committee  $200  as  50  per  cent,  of  its  dues, 
which  was  five  times  more  than  it  had  ever 
before  contributed. 

The  Branch  looks  forward  to  a  year  of 
continued  activitv  and  increase  in  its  in- 
fluence. 

Ida  S.  Cohen,  Chairman. 


Flatbush  Needs  More  Cars  on 
Sunday. 

The  Flatbush  Branch  held  its  monthly 
meeting  Thursday,  May  6.  Fourteen  mem- 
bers were  present.  The  Treasurer  re- 
ceived two  subscriptions  to  the  Bulletin. 

The  Chairman  read  a  communication 
from  Mrs.  Montague  asking  the  Flatbush 
Branch  to  subscribe  two  dollars  to  the 
Legislative  Voters'  Digest.  It  was  voted 
to  subscribe. 

Mrs.  Turney,  Chairman  of  Schools,  gave 
a  very  interesting  account  of  the  work  of 
the  Waring  Leagues  in  New  York.  It  is 
hoped  that  the  Flatbush  Branch  may  take 
up  that  work  in  the  fall. 

Mrs.  Alexander  G.  Black,  Chairman  of 
Membership,  presented  the  name  of  one 
new  member. 

Mrs.  James  T.  Robb,  Chairman  of 
Streets,  reported  that  she  had  been  suc- 
cessful in  having  rubbish  cans  placed  on 
several  of  the  streets. 


I 


Mrs.  Eugene  V.  Harter  made  a  request 
for  more  Flatbush  Avenue  cars  Sunday 
during  church  hours.  The  B.  R.  T,  Com- 
pany had  the  matter  investigated,  and  re- 
ported there  were  more  seats  than  pas- 
sengers. This,  however,  does  not  agree 
with  the  testimony  of  Flatbush  residents 
who  attend  church  in  Brooklyn.  The  mat- 
ter will  be  taken  up  again  and  we  shall 
persist  until  we  get  better  service. 

The  Chairman  always  urges  upon  the 
members  the  necessity  of  securing  new 
members,  also  urges  the  members  to  sub- 
scribe to  the  Bulletin. 

Mrs.  Louis  German,  Chairman. 


cording  to  these  by-laws  the  boundaries  of 
the  District  were  changed,  separating  Har- 
lem from  Washington  Heights,  and  the 
first  Tuesday  of  each  month  was  fixed  for 
the  monthly  meetings  of  the  Branch. 

Suggestions  were  made  for  the  work  next 
winter. 

During  the  summer  this  Branch  will 
equip  and  run  a  Playground  on  Washing- 
ton Heights.  The  various  committees  of 
the  Branch  are  still  working  to  select  a 
site  and  to  start  the  Playground,  and  during 
the  summer  months  of  July  and  August 
they  hope  to  keep  in  touch  with  the  Play 
Director,  thus  manifesting  their  interest  in 
the  success  of  the  enterprise. 

Eliza  M.  Guy,  Acting  Chairman. 


Murray  Hill  Getting  Results  in 
Central  Park. 

The  last  meeting  of  the  season  was  held 
on  April  28th  at  14  East  60th  Street. 
Among  the  Executive  Committee  present 
were  Mrs.  Franklin  Warner,  Mrs.  Gilbert 
Jones,  Mrs.  Gilbert  Montague,  Dr.  Slaughter 
Morton,  Miss  Phelps,  Miss  NicoU,  and 
Mrs.  Flenry  Butterworth. 

Mrs.  Barkley  read  the  new  by-laws  of 
Murray  Hill. 

At  the  nomination  of  officers,  Mrs. 
Backus  and  Mrs.  William  Hall  were  elect- 
ed to  act  respectively  as  first  and  second 
vice-chairmen,  while  those  already  in  office 
were  re-elected. 

Mrs.  Gilbert  Jones  suggested  forming 
in  the  autumn  an  Advisory  Board  com- 
posed of  five  miembers. 

Mrs.  Barkley  and  Miss  Nicoll  made  re- 
ports on  conditions  in  Central  Park.  The 
police  force  is  to  be  increased  and  the 
Park  is  to  be  lighted  by  electricity.  Miss 
Nicoll's  committee  sent  in  three  complaints 
to  Commissioner  Smith.  Papers  and  fruit 
skins  scattered  over  walks ;  the  drive  above 
8oth  Street  in  bad  condition;  and  an  iron 
bridge  in  need  of  repair.  The  comfort 
stations  are  being  torn  down  and  up-to-date 
buildings  are  replacing  them.  A  request  for 
more  benches  "reserved  for  women"  is  to 
be  sent  to  the  Commissioner. 

Alice  H.  Greenleaf,  Secretary. 


Washington  Heights  Playground. 

This  Branch  of  the  League  held  its  last 
monthly  meeting  of  the  season  at  the  house 
of  Mrs.  Charles  L.  Guy,  335  Convent  Ave- 
nue, on  Tuesday,  May  4th,  at  3 130  P.M. 
It  was  strictly  a  business  meeting.  The 
organization  of  the  Branch  was  completed 
bv  the  adoption  of  by-laws  subject  to  the 
approval  of  the  Central  Committee.  Ac- 


Waring  Juvenile   League  Letters. 

HUDSON  POST.— We  have  been  very 
pleased  to  hear  this  month  that  our  good 
reporting  is  to  be  rewarded  this  Summer. 
A  lot  of  the  boys  who  have  done  the  best 
reporting  in  both  posts  have  been  invited 
to  Clear  Pool  Camp  for  two  weeks  in 
July.  Only  some  of  us  can  go,  but  a  great 
many  have  really  done  good  work  enough 
for  the  privilege. 

Our  Club  is  growing  larger  all  the  time, 
and  the  reporting  too. 

Henry  Port. 


LINCOLN  POST.— We  are  trying  our 
new  system  of  reporting,  and  find  it  works 
very  quickly  and  well.  A  boy  brings  in  a 
report  about  a  broken  curb,  for  instance. 
If  the  report  is  a  good  one  it  is  accepted, 
marked  Number  One,  and  handed  back  to 
the  boy.  He  must  watch  and  see  it  is 
remedied,  and  keep  on  reporting  until  it  is. 
This  report  is  entered  in  a  big  report  book 
which  lies  on  the,  table  at  all  meetings, 
where  the  boys  can  look  it  over.  Each  boy 
has  his  own  number,  and  can  turn  at  once 
to  that  page,  and  see  how  many  are  to  his 
credit.  Then  when  a  report  is  remedied 
it  has  a  red  X  after  it.  Some  of  the  re- 
ports brought  in  are  no  good  for  one  reason 
or  another,  and  the  reason  is  explained  at 
the  meeting.  The  report  book  is  filling  up 
well,  and  though  we  have  only  been  trying 
the  new  system  a  few  weeks,  some  of  the 
boys  already  have  a  great  many  to  their 
credit. 

The  Lincoln  Post  is  starting  a  Glee  Club, 
so  that  in  the  future  we  need  not  ask  out- 
side talent  to  assist  at  our  entertainments. 
We  have  a  double  quartet,  and  some  sub- 
stitutes, and  hope  when  we  give  our  annual 
play  in  the  Autumn  to  show  our  friends 
what  we  can  do  in  the  way  of  singing. 

William  Fenrich. 
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Secretary's  Report 

The  Secretary  feels  that  she  must  preface 
her  report  with  a  slight  explanation  as, 
owing  to  the  fact  that  during  the  last  four 
months  the  office  has  been  in  charge  of 
the  House  and,  to  a  certain  extent,  of  the 
finances  of  the  League,  it  is  impossible  to 
confine  it  strictly  to  the  office  work. 

At  the  June  meeting  it  was  decided  that 
the  office  should  be  kept  open  during  the 
summer  and  that  the  Assistant  Secretary, 
Miss  Wilcox,  be  retained.  An  appeal 
having  been  sent  out  to  the  Branches  to 
contribute  toward  the  summer  expenses  of 
the  League,  a  sufficient  sum  has  been  raised 
by  this  means  and  by  .  special  donations, 
to  keep  the  office  running  and  pay  salaries 
until  November  ist,  leaving  a  small  bal- 
ance to  begin  the  next  month.  The  Ways 
and  Means  Committee,  through  Mrs.  Mac- 
Dougall,  the  chairman,  has  sent  out  an 
appeal  to  the  general  public,  with  the  as- 
sistance of  the  office  force,  which  has 
resulted  in  a  considerable  amount  being 
raised  entirely  outside  of  the  League  mem- 
bership. Quite  a  number  of  annual  sub- 
scriptions have  been  secured  through  this 
means,  one  life  member,  and  several  dona- 
tions, which  has  proved  the  wisdom  of  ap- 
pealing to  the  general  public  for  help  and 
interest  in  our  work. 

After  July  ist,  owing  to  the  fact  that 
the  various  Committees  had  held  their  last 
meetings  for  the  season,  there  has  been 
nothing  to  report  in  the  Bulletin,  which 
was  discontinued  after  the  June  issue,  and 
it  was  deemed  inexpedient,  with  so  little 
information  as  to  the  summer's  work,  to 
issue  the  October  number  before  the  Cen- 
tral Committee  meeting.  The  Secretary 
wishes  to  urge  very  strongly,  in  this  con- 
nection, the  necessity  of  taking  up  the  mat- 
ter of  the  publication  of  the  Bulletin  as 
it  is  a  most  valuable  part  of  our  work, 
and  should  be  put  upon  a  business  basis 
without  further  delay. 


As  there  fiave  been  no  officers  of  the 
League  in  town  since  early  in  July,  the 
Secretary  has  been  obliged  to  assume  cer- 
tain responsibilities  in  regard  to  the  Fi- 
nances and  matters  relating  to  the  House. 
Following  the  resolution  which  was  adopt- 
ed last  May  by  the  Central  Committee,  that 
the  account  of  the  House  Committee  be 
transferred  to  the  general  account  of  the 
League,  Mrs.  Cohen  resigned  as  Treasurer 
of  the  House  Committee,  leaving  only 
Miss  Budd,  the  Chairman,  in  office,  as 
the  other  members  were  out  of  the  city. 
Last  month,  after  consultation  with  Miss 
Budd,  and  as  the  House  Committee  had 
a  balance  on  hand  sufficient  to  warrant  the 
expenditure,  some  absolutely  necessary  re- 
pairs were  made  to  the  office  floor.  The 
arrangement  with  Mr.  Lummis  having  been 
made  to  rent  the  house  by  the  month  and 
the  Tea  Room  and  Women's  University 
Club  remaining,  the  League  hopes  to  re- 
tain its  present  quarters  until  the  first  of 
May.  During  the  last  two  weeks  the  resig- 
nation of  Miss  Budd  as  Chairman  of  the 
House  Committee  and  of  Miss  Sahler,  the 
Secretary,  who  reports  that  the  remaining 
two  members  of  the  Committee  have  also 
resigned,  have  been  received  at  the  office. 

Miss  Wilcox,  the  Assistant  Secretary, 
who  had  remained  with  us  during  the  sum- 
mer, having  an  engagement  for  the  winter, 
it  was  necessary  to  secure  some  one  in  her 
place  early  in  September.  Miss  Daniels, 
who  had  previously  held  an  important  po- 
sition with  the  Century  Company,  and  who 
had  applied  for  the  position  through  Mrs. 
Frederick  S.  Lamb,  was  interviewed  by 
the  Secretary  and  an  arrangement  made 
with  her  to  take  the  position  from  October 
4th.  As  it  was  impossible  to  secure  a 
quorum  for  the  September  meeting  and 
as  the  President,  Vice-President,  and 
Treasurer  were  not  in  the  city  the  Secre- 
tary has  been  obliged  to  defer  this  and 
other  business  matters  until  the  October 
meeting  of  the  Central  Committee. 
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The  financial  condition  of  the  League  is 
substantially  better  than  it  was  last  spring, 
as  the  Treasurer's  report  will  show.  There 
is  still  much  to  be  done,  however,  in  regard 
to  the  work  of  the  League  during  the  com- 
ing winter,  and  the  Secretary  would  like 
to  suggest  that  a  definite  program  be  ar- 
ranged and  a  systematic  plan  of  work  be 
followed. 

In  connection  with  the  office  work  the 
Secretary  feels  that  the  policy  advocated 
in  the  spring  of  closing  the  office  during 
the  summer  months  in  order  to  retrench, 
is  not  an  advisable  one.  The  Municipal 
League,  perhaps  more  than  any  other  or- 
ganization, should  be  always  in  the  field. 
Our  work  is  never  ending,  and  we  need 
headquarters  where  outsiders  can  find  in- 
formation as  to  our  Committees  and  their 
work  at  all  times.  We  cannot  afford  to 
close  our  doors  at  any  time  and  we  should 
be  prepared,  another  year,  to  stand  the 
financial  loss  entailed  by  so  doing.  If  we 
are  to  remain  as  an  organization  in  the 
forefront  of  the  general  movement  for 
the  betterment  of  social  conditions  we 
must  assume  certain  responsibilities  and 
make  the  effort  to  secure  the  necessary 
funds  for  the  purpose.  The  report  of  the 
Ways  and  Means  Committee  will  show 
what  has  been  done  in  this  line  during  the 
summer  and  we  should  do  even  more 
another  year. 

A  word  as  to  the  business  organization 
and  our  plans  for  the  year.  The  Central 
Office  if  properly  equipped  and  organized 
would  be  able  to  furnish  the  Districts  with 
a  sufficient  amount  of  clerical  help  and  in- 
formation in  regard  to  the  various  depart- 
ments of  their  civic  work,  and  thus  keep 
all  parts  of  the  organization  in  touch.  T  his 
cannot  be  done  without  the  assistance  of 
the  Branches  in  their  turn  as  all  are  mu- 
tually dependent  upon  each  other,  and  the 
importance  of  acting  in  unison  can  never 
be  too  strongly  emphasized.  The  Munici- 
pal League,  which  has  stood  for  so  much 
in  the  past,  should  now  stand,  with  its 
largely  increased  membership,  for  still 
more  in  the  future.  We  owe  a  responsi- 
bility both  to  the  public  and  to  ourselves 
which  responsibility  every  member  assumes 
when  they  join  the  League;  therefore  it  is 
most  necessary  that  we  work  together  and 
in  harmony  for  the  common  good  and  to 
make  our  influence  felt  in  the  community. 

The  various  District  Organizations,  with 
their  excellent  specific  work,  call  attention 
to  the  League  and  interest  the  community, 
while  the  Central  League,  as  a  whole, 
should  be  active  with  other  organizations 
in  supporting  all  movements  and  plans  for 
the  betterment  of  civic  and  social  condi- 
tions. At  our  Public  Meetings,  which  are 
held  monthly  during  the  winter,  we  offer 
unusual  opportunities  in  the  discussion  by 


experts,  of  questions  of  civic  interest  and 
importance,  and  it  is  very  much  to  be  de 
sired  that  all  members  attend  these  meet- 
ings whenever  possible  and  that  the  Dis 
tricts  recognize  the  importance  of  this  part 
of  the  work;  of  the  Central  Office. 

The  Vice-President  and  Secretary  at- 
tended the  meeting  of  the  Committee  on 
City  Planning,  which  was  held  in  the 
rooms  of  the  Committee  on  Congestion  of 
Population  last  June,  and  the  Secretary  at- 
tended a  meeting  of  the  same  Committee 
in  September.  The  League  having  been 
invited  to  take  part  in  the  1910  Budget 
Conference  Work  during  the  Summer,  no- 
tices were  sent  to  the  Vice-President  and 
Secretary  to  attend  the  second  conference 
as  delegates.  This  meeting  was  held  at 
the  Colony  Club  on  October  15th,  and  was 
attended  by  both  delegates.  Mrs.  Israels' 
Committee  on  the  Amusements  and  Vaca- 
tion Resources  of  Working  Girls,  on  which 
the  League  is  represented,  held  its  first 
meeting  of  the  season  in  the  League  Rooms 
on  Friday,  October  20th. 

M.  Serena  Townsend,  Secretary. 


Financial  Report  of  the  League 

The  total  balance  to  the  credit  of  all 
Branches  and  Committees  as  of  October 
ist  is  $1,479.83.  The  balance  to  the  credit 
of  the  Central  Committee  as  of  the  same 
date  is  $105.24,  making  a  balance  in  the 
Bank  of  $1,585.07.  I  should  like  to  draw 
your  attention  to  the  record  of  the  Ways 
and  Means  Committee;  on  August  ist  they 
had  raised  $12.14,  on  September  ist  $114.14, 
on  October  ist  $383.03. 
Laura  Butterworth^  Assistant  Treasurer- 


The  Ways  and  Means  Committee 

The  Ways  and  Means  Committee  report 
having  received  to  date,  October  21,  1909, 
in  answer  to  its  appeal,  $481.00,  and  hope 
for  further  contributions.  Included  in  this 
0 mount  are  a  number  of  annual  subscrip- 
tions, several  donations,  and  a  life  mem- 
bership of  $250.  A  later  Bulletin  will 
publish  fuller  details. 

A.  F.  Macdougal,  Chairman. 


Membership — Notice 

The  Membership  Committee  of  the 
League  will  hold  the  first  autumn  meeting 
on  the  first  Thursday  in  November  at  11 
o'clock  at  19  East  26th  Street.  This  being 
a  very  important  meeting  members  are 
earnestly  requested  to  be  present. 

Louise  Warner^  Chairman. 
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Riverside    Endorses    Bannard  for 
Mayor 

The  first  regular  meeting  of  the  River- 
side Branch  was  held  at  19  East  26th 
Street  on  Tuesday,  October  ist.  There 
were  thirteen  members  present. 

As  there  was  little  work  done  during  the 
summer  the  meeting  was  devoted  to  a 
resume  of  the  work  of  the  latter  half  of 
last  season  and  suggestions  for  work  for 
the  coming  year.  It  was  resolved  to  send 
a  letter  to  Street  Cleaning  Commissioner 
Edwards  expressing  our  cordial  apprecia- 
tion of  the  admirable  work  done  by  the 
Street  Cleaning  Department  in  connection 
with  the  parades  of  the  Hudson-Fulton 
Celebration  and  a  special  commendation  of 
the  carpet-bag  method  of  immediate  col- 
lection of  street  refuse.  Since  then  we 
have  received  a  grateful  acknowledgment 
of  our  letter.  The  Chairman  of  the  War- 
ing Juvenile  League  announced  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  work  of  both  Posts,  but 
stated  that  it  was  uncertain  whether  the 
work  could  be  extended  to  girls  at  the 
present  owing  to  lack  of  funds  and  work- 
ers. The  Chairman  of  each  committee 
asked  for  more  volunteers  to  assist  in  car- 
rying on  her  work. 

It  was  voted  to  write  a  letter  to  the 
Board  of  Health  stating  that  the  Public 
Comfort  Stations  in  the  Riverside  District 
were  inadequate  to  the  needs  of  the  pres- 
ent population.  The  Board  of  Health  has 
since  suggested  that  we  send  a  letter  to 
the  Borough  President  concerning  J:he 
matter. 

It  was  resolved  that  the  Riverside 
Branch  of  The  Woman's  Municipal  League 
endorse  the  nomination  of  Otto  J.  Bannard 
for  Mayor,  in  recognition  of  his  unflinch- 
ing courage,  his  business  integrity,  and 
his  high  ideals,  and  that  it  pledge  itself  to 
support  that  nomination  in  every  way  con- 
sistent with  its  power  and  jurisdiction,  and 
it  recommends  that  this  resolution  be  pre- 
sented at  the  Central  meeting  for  the  en- 
dorsement of  the  League  as  a  whole. 

The  Treasurer  reported  the  appropria- 
tion of  $25  for  the  summer  expenses  of 
the  League  voted  at  a  special  meeting  of 
the  Executive  Board  after  the  close  of 
last  season,  also  the  appropriation  of  $2 
toward  the  Bulletin  of  the  Legislative  Vot- 
ers' League,  leaving  a  balance  of  $135.90 
to  begin  our  season's  work. 

The  next  meeting  of  the  Riverside 
Branch  will  take  place  on  Tuesday,  No- 
vember 9th,  at  the  home  of  Mrs.  Percival 
Knauth,  302  West  76th  Street,  at  11  A.  M. 
Dr.  E.  R.  L.  Gould  will  address  the  meet- 
ing. 

Ida  S.  Cohen,  Chairynan. 


Plays^round  of  Washington  tieig^hts 
Qreat  Success 

The  first  monthly  meeting  this  season 
of  the  Washington  Heights  Branch  took 
place  on  Tuesday,  October  5th,  at  335  Con- 
vent Avenue.  Only  a  small  number  of 
members  were  at  the  meeting,  but  those 
few  were  enthusiastic  about  continuing  the 
work.  Mr.  Bradstreet  of  the  Parks  and 
Playgrounds  Association,  and  Miss  How- 
ard, the  director  of  the  Playground  on 
147th  Street,  told  us  of  the  great  success 
of  the  playground,  which  our  Branch 
had  helped  to  establish.  There  has  been 
an  average  attendance  of  125  children 
daily  during  the  summer,  and  the  police- 
man on  that  beat  reports  that  he  has  never 
made  so  few  arrests  of  boys  in  the  neigh- 
bo -hood.  1  here  have  been  no  windows 
broken  and  no  serious  accidents  or  trou- 
bles of  any  sort  on  the  playground.  The 
Chairman  of  the  Membership  Committee, 
Miss  Mary  Hervey,  announced  her  plans 
for  making  at  once  a  vigorous  canvass  for 
new  members.  The  Branch  voted  upon  a 
plan  of  work  for  the  coming  winter  which 
was  to  consist  of  an  educational  course 
of  lectures  to  be  given  by  members  of  the 
different  city  departments,  and  of  work 
along  the  lines  of  investigating  cheap 
amusement  shows  in  the  district,  and  con- 
tinuing to  look  out  for  the  welfare  of  the 
young  boys  and  girls  who  have  no  play- 
ground except  the  street.  It  was  voted 
to  send  $2  to  the  Legislative  Committee. 

Eliza  M.  Guy. 


Flatbush  Busy  With  Streets 

The  Flatbush  Branch  held  its  second 
meeting  this  Fall  on  Thursday,  October 
7th.    Seventeen  members  were  present. 

A  report  was  made  on  the  condition  of 
vacant  lots  on  the  principal  streets  in  the 
district.  The  Chairman  called  on  the  Com- 
missioner of  Highways,  Mr.  P.  J.  Lynch, 
and  as  a  result  of  the  visit  the  department 
had  the  weeds  cut  on  Bedford  Avenue 
from  the  sidewalk  to  the  curb  and  from 
Tilden  Avenue  to  Flatbush  Avenue,  a  dis- 
tance of  six  long  blocks. 

The  Superintendent  of  Street  Cleaning 
promised  to  have  Flatbush  Avenue  swept 
Sunday  mornings  between  Church  Avenue 
and  Avenue  C. 

Sunday,  October  loth,  on  going  to 
church  note  was  made  of  several  ash  and 
garbage  cans  which  had  not  been  emptied. 
A  letter  was  written  to  Superintendent 
Cunningham.  No  reply  was  received.  On 
comii^g  borne  from  church  Sunday,  Octo- 
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All  public  spirited  women  are  urged  to 
join  the  League,  and  aid  in  the  s'reat  work 
Oi  municipal  house  keepmg.  For  lurther 
information  and  application  for  membership 
apply  to  League  Headquarters  19  East  25th 
Street,  New  York. 


At  the  meeting  of  the  Central  Com- 
mittee of  the  League,  held  at  19  E. 
26th  Street,  on  the  20th  inst.,  a  motion 
was  made  and  carried  to  send  a  letter 
to  the  Citizens'  Union  endorsing  the 
fight  they  are  making  in  the  present 
campaign  for  a  good  city  government 
and  a  clean  administration. 

The  League  is  non-partisan.  Irre- 
spective of  party  lines  it  supports 
principles,  and  the  fight  made  by  the 
Citizens'  Union  and  the  Fusion  candi- 
dates, if  won,  means  to  the  Leagtte 
the  realization  of  its  ideals  for  civic 
betterment. 

Take  a  personal  interest  in  the  votes 
cast  by  your  family,  and  do  not  lose 
sight  of  what  the  League  is  working 
for — the  city  beautiful,  the  city  clean, 
the  healthy  city,  the  city  free  from 
graft,  with  more  and  better  schools 
and  playgrounds,  and  by  an  honest 
and  economical  administration,  lower 
taxes.  Urge  the  men  of  your  family  to 
think  well  before  voting  and  to  con- 
sider who  will  give  us  these  things 
that  are  our  inalienable  right. 

One  of  the  prominent  members  of 
the  League  came  in  the  ofifice  a  few 
days  ago.  She  had  just  received  her 
tax  statement.    It  was  thirteen  hun- 


dred dollars.  Five  years  ago  it  was 
nine  hundred  dollars.  I  wonder  if 
she  realizes  that  she  has  cause  for 
fight  against  the  present  wasteful  gov- 
erninent,  for  w^aste  makes  higher 
taxes. 

I  heard  one  w^oman  telling  another 
last  week  that  her  husband  had  tried 
innumerable  times  to  secure  contracts 
from  the  city,  and  that  often  his  bids 
were  lower  than  others  who  secured 
the  work,  but  to  no  avail. 

I  wonder  if  sJie  knows  that  she 
should  fight  graft. 

A  member  of  one  of  our  branches 
came  to  me  at  the  time  school  opened 
with  tears  in  her  eyes.  Her  little  child 
was  put  on  half  time. 

Are  mothers  going  to  fight  for  their 
children's  education? 

Why  are  there  abandoned  play- 
grounds all  over  the  city  waiting  for 
equipment  when  you  and  I  know  that 
children  are  dying  for  lack  of  fresh 
air  every  day  in  this  great  city  of 
ours  ?  No  money  for  equipment  when 
millions  go  to  bulge  the  pockets  of  the 
politicians.  How  do  you  stand  on 
these  matters? 


McClure's  for  November  contains 
an  article  on  the  most  revolting  phase 
of  our  present  civilization,  which,  if 
true,  should  arouse  every  woman  in 
the  city  to  exert  her  influence  against 
this  great  evil.  This  is  a  time  for 
definite  action,  not  mere  deprecation. 


Notes 

The  full  report  of  the  Fountains  Com- 
mittee's summer  work  will  be  published  in 
the  Xovember  Bulletix.  Two  new  memo- 
rial fountains  have  been  erected  recently. 
Another  has  been  built  by  a  club — also  the 
Warren  Goddard  House  has  been  main- 
taining one  this  summer,  making  four  new 
fountains  in  all  established  this  season. 

The  full  report  of  Greenwich  Street 
cleaning  investigations  will  be  published  in 
the  November  Bulletin.  Prizes  to  the  men 
will  also  be  distributed  next  month.  A 
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most  interesting  psychological  fact  has 
come  to  light  in  regard  to  the  recent  in- 
vestigations made  both  in  New  York  City 
and  Brooklyn.  It  was  found  that  the 
drivers  in  BrooklvTi  are  superior  as  a  whole 
to  those  in  New  York  both  in  care  and 
kindness  toward  their  animals.  Looking 
further  into  the  subject  the  reason  was 
soon  apparent.  For  years  one  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  League  in  Brookl}^!  has  been 
offering  prizes  to  the  drivers  for  the  care 
of  their  animals.  One  gets  from  this  a 
very  interesting  train  of  thought  that  car- 
ries with  it  a  suggestion  to  other  organi- 
zations working  along  similar  lines. 

The  Tenements  Committee  is  enlarging 
its  membership  and  new  and  effective 
methods  are  being  evolved  for  the  coming 
season. 

It  has  been  definitely  decided  to  retain 
the  present  headquarters  of  the  League  at 
19  East  26th  Street.  A  number  of  im- 
provements have  been  made  and  the  rooms 
are  now  being  booked  for  the  season,  for 
lectures,  receptions  and  meetings.  Appli- 
cation for  dates  may  be  made  to  M.  Serena 
Townsend,  Chairman  of  the  House  Com- 
mittee, at  19  East  26th  Street.  The  rooms 
will  nicely  accommodate  one  hundred. 

Compliments  were  heard  on  all  sides  of 
the  effective  work  done  by  the  street  clean- 
ing department  during  the  recent  celebra- 
tion. To  that  effect  it  was  decided  by  the 
Central  Committee,  to  send  a  letter  of  ap- 
preciation to  the  department,  from  the 
Woman's  Municipal  League. 

To  members  of  the  League  who  travel 
about  the  world  it  is  a  constant  wonder 
that  New  York  City,  one  of  the  largest 
and  richest  cities  in  the  world,  should  be 
so  far  behind  other  great  cities,  in  matters 
of  civic  improvements  and  conveniences. 
For  instance,  in  London  the  rubber  sweep- 
ers, for  rainy  weather,  are  so  vastly  better 
than  our  antiquated  methods  of  handling 
slush  and  slime  that  one  is  inclined  to  ask 
why  they  are  not  in  use  here. 

Complaints  about  the  lack  of  street  signs 
all  over  the  city  and  especially  in  Central 
Park  have  been  made  to  Central,  and  a 
special  committee  is  to  be  appointed  to 
ascertain  what  is  the  most  effective  sign 
now  in  use.  in  other  cities,  and  to  see  what 
may  be  done  in  New  York  toward  im- 
provements along  this  line. 

The  Nomination  Committee  is  hard  at 
work  on  the  slate.  The  list  will  be  posted 
in  the  office  two  weeks  before  election.  The 
present  list  of  officers  will  remain  prac- 
tically the  same.  The  by-laws  are  to  be 
changed  to  permit  of  more  vice-presidents 
and  honorary  vice-presidents. 

Looming  large  on  our  exchange  desk, 
when  we  returned  to  take  up  our  work 
after  an  absence  of  several  months,  we 
found  "The  American  City,"  a  new  pub- 


lication devoted  to  the  planning  and  bet- 
terment of  cities  and  the  promotion  of 
civic  ideals.  It  is  the  purpose  of  the 
founders  and  sponsors  of  "The  American 
City"  to  make  it  the  unofficial  organ  of 
the  great  movement  of  civic  betterment. 
Appreciating,  as  we  do,  from  our  active 
work  of  years  along  these  lines  the  broad 
field  open  to  this  new  publication,  we  can 
with  great  joy  welcome  them  into  the 
fold,  and  lifting  the  voices  of  our  thousand 
members  cry  "On  with  the  good  work." 
From  cover  to  cover  this  new  magazine 
abounds  with  articles  of  interest  and  help. 


Work  in  Chelsea  Park 

As  the  chairmen  of  the  different  com- 
mittees are  still  out  of  town  it  will  be  im- 
possible to  give  a  full  report  of  the  work 
done  the  past  few  weeks.  However,  wc 
are  delighted  to  be  able  to  make  a  little 
report  in  regard  to  our  Chelsea  Park. 
Work  w^as  commenced  on  August  5th, 
1909.  Up  to  this  date  the  trenches  have 
been  excavated  for  steam  and  water  pipes, 
and  about  250  feet  laid.  Between  50  and 
75  feet  of  steam  pipe  laid.  Also  150  feet 
sewer  trench  excavated  and  about  100  feet 
of  drain  pipe  laid.  The  edging  and  curb 
have  been  delivered  and  will  be  set  as  soon 
as  dressed.  This  w^e  feel  is  most  encour- 
aging and  we  trust  that  before  cold  weather 
our  park  will  be  nearly,  if  not  entirely, 
completed. 

Nellie  A.  Lamb,  Chairman. 


"He  called  for  a  city  beautiful, 
He  shouted  it  day  by  day, 
He  wanted  a  city  where  noise  was  not. 
Where  the  spirit  of  art  should  sway. 
He  wanted  a  city  that  should  be  fair, 
Where  filth  might  never  be  seen. 
And  forgot,  in  spite  of  the  zeal  he  had, 
To  keep  his  back  yard  clean." 


( Continued  from  page  5 ) 

ber  17th,  note  was  made  of  the  dirty  con- 
dition of  Flatbush  Avenue  and  a  second 
complaint  was  made  to  Superintendent 
Cunningham.  The  owners  of  several  va- 
cant lots  were  asked  to  pay  for  cleaning 
their  property  of  weeds  providing  men 
were  furnished  to  do  the  work.  In  every 
case  but  one  the  owners  have  complied 
with  the  request.  The  Branch  feels  it 
cnn  do  the  most  effective  work  along  the 
line  of  street  cleaning  and  ridding  vacant 
lots  of  nuisances. 

Mrs.  Lewis  German,  Chairman. 
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Mrs.  Aldrich  Resigns  as  President. 

Much  Regret  Expressed  Throughout  the  League. 


The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  League 
was  held  in  the  Assembly  Room,  at 
19  East  26th  Street,  on  November 
nth.  Mrs.  Aldrich  in  her  opening 
address  tendered  her  resignation  as 
President,  which  came  as  a  distinct 
surprise  and  great  regret  to  the  League, 
who  has  looked  to  her  so  many  years 
for  leadership,  help  and  counsel. 

Under  her  able  generalship  the 
League  has  grown  from  a  membership 
of  five  hundred  to  thirteen  hundred; 
from  five  branches  to  ten;  from  an 
attendance  at  the  headquarters  in 
1902  of  five  hundred  to  two  thousand 
and  seventy-four  in  1909. 

Mrs.  Aldrich's  address: 

We  come  together  at  our  annual  meetings 
to  consider  two  subjects;  the  League,  and  the 
City,  what  we  have  done,  and  tried  to  do 
during  a  year,  and  the  City,  our  Field,  our 
opportunity.  We  are  only  one  of  many  agen- 
cies for  Civic  Betterment.  These  agencies 
were  numerous  when  the  Woman's  Municipal 
League  was  founded,  they  have  increased 
in  number  every  year  since,  perhaps  some- 
what because  of  our  example,  there  are  now 
very  few  organizations  which  do  not  give 
some  attention,  some  weight  of  opinion 
to  Civics.  Officials  and  teachers  are  con- 
stantly speaking,  here  to  a  roomful,  there 
to  a  committee  upon  some  phase  of  condi- 
tions; and  in  reading  the  reports  sent  in  to 
me  before  preparing  this  address  I  find  that 
in  one  case  at  least  a  City  Commissioner  ad- 
vised his  hearers  to  "Do  such  work  as  is  being 
done  by  the  Woman's  Municipal  League." 

All  of  our  ten  Branches  show  increase  of 
both  membership  amounting  to  two  hundred 
and  eighty  all  told  and  activities,  so  that  the 
League  as  a  whole  has  never  been  so  active, 
so  large,  or  on  so  secure  a  basis.  One  word 
about  the  increase  of  solidarity  between  the 
widely  scattered  parts  of  the  City  in  which 
the  League  is  active.  For  this  we  look  to  the 
Bulletin  which  relates  the  development  of 
each  committee  and  the  League's  resources 
from  month  to  month,  by  the  unification  of 
accounts  which  gives  us  the  splendid  Treas- 
urer's report,  and  the  goodwill  of  the  work- 


ers in  the  branches,  who  are  interested  in  the 
League  wherever  and  whenever  it  makes  a 
call  upon  them.  We  have  different  police- 
men, different  neighbourhood  problems,  but 
we  use  one  subway,  we  are  all  equally  wronged 
when  the  final  vote  on  Separate  Cars  for 
Women  is  taken  when  those  in  favour  are 
not  all  present,  the  League  as  a  whole  works 
for  good  Legislation,  with  an  effectiveness 
which  would  not  be  possible  to  ten  separate 
Leagues,  and  the  undertaking  which  is  loom- 
ing before  us  to-day  is  one  in  which  we  are 
all  equally  concerned,  one  to  which  every 
branch  of  the  League  will  have  to  contribute 
a  large  share  of  labour  and  solicitude. 

My  friends,  I  feel  that  you  have  not  come 
here  to-day  to  learn  in  detail  what  the 
League  has  accomplished  during  the  past  year; 
if  you  are  members,  the  Bulletin  has  reported 
to  you  month  by  month  our  activities.  Vou 
hoped  for  the  Separate  car  for  women,  you 
rejoiced  that  four  districts  had  joined  Green- 
wich in  inspecting  for  Street  Cleaners'  medals, 
you  were  at  the  luncheon  given  in  these 
rooms  last  February,  at  the  debate  on  Animal 
Experimentation  which  induced  the  Academy 
of  Medicine  to  announce  the  position  of  that 
great  Servant  of  the  Public  Health,  when 
Spring  came  you  rejoiced  again  that  we  added 
four  fountains  to  the  thirst-laden  streets  of 
New  York,  that  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  children,  a  day,  were  gathered  into  a  safe 
playground  by  our  branch  on  Washington 
Heights.  The  weaving  of  our  strands  through 
patient  effort  with  tenements,  streets,  police, 
jail.  Public  Service  Board,  and  local  school 
committees,  have  led  us  to  the  same  terrible 
element  in  the  life  of  our  city.  From  com- 
mittee reports  and  the  pleasant  letters  of 
courteous  officials,  we  must  now  look  to  the 
unspeakable  White  Slave  Traffic. 
WHITE  SLAVE  TRAFFIC 

Vou  all  know  only  too  clearly  what  the 
hideous  nature  of  such  traffic  is.  How  it 
preys  upon  the  helpless,  the  underfed,  the 
insufficiently  clad.  The  population  which 
has  no  time  in  which  to  move  away  from  its 
contamination,  no  money  to  move  with. 
Their  natural  protectors,  the  police,  have 
been  unable  or  unwilling  to  cope  with  the 
situation.  The  situation  exists,  the  police 
exist,  they  should  be  incompatible. 

To  our  organization,  for  a  number  of  rea- 
sons, comes  the  duty  of  remedying  this  White 
Slave  Traffic.  The  League  sprang  into  mil- 
itant existence  during  the  Mayoralty  cam- 


paign  in  which  the  pamphlet  to  fathers  and 
mothers  revealed  the  Red  Light  District. 
Subsequent  investigations  of  so-called  in- 
telligence offices  acquainted  us  with  another 
phase  of  the  same  evil.  Still  another  came 
to  our  knowledge  in  the  Notary  -Public  in- 
vestigation, lastly  our  recent  letter  issued 
prior  to  the  last  election  condemning  exist- 
ing conditions  makes  it  a  matter  of  honour 
that  we  do  our  part  in  following  up  these 
evils,  in  arousing  public  opinion  to  this  side  of 
our  city's  existence. 

My  friends,  let  us  not  shrink.  There  are 
certain  kinds  of  evil  which  cannot  face  the 
light  of  da}'.  It  is  in  their  nature  to  avoid 
discovery.  Their  very  speech  is  ambiguous, 
they  communicate  b}'  words  perverted  to 
their  uses  and  they  change  their  methods 
when  they  can  no  longer  bribe. 

We  are  approaching  a  new  Administration, 
on  January  first  newly  elected  officials  take 
up  the  burden  of  governing  this  vast  Metrop- 
olis. In  'this  matter  of  decency,  this  rescue 
of  men,  women,  and  children  from  unspeak- 
able contamination,  it  is  most  fitting,  that 
the  more  fortunate  women,  those  who  have 
time,  those  who  struggle  neither  for  bread 
nor  for  virtue,  should  bring  their  influence 
to  bear,  should  labour  without  sensationalism 
or  surprise  to  restore  the  sacred  home-life 
of  our  tenement  district.  That  you  will 
each  and  all  give  us  your  liberal  and  unflag- 
ging support  I  feel  sure,  service  we  shall  need, 
and  money,  so  soon  as  a  committee  is  ready 
to  report,  that  adequate  machinery  has  been 
set  in  motion. 

MRS.  ALDRICH  BECOMES  DIRECTOR 
And  now,  before  calling  upon  the  Nomi- 
nating Committee  for  their  report,  I  wish  to 
announce  that  after  seven  years  as  President, 
I  have  retired  from  that  office  and  request 
to  become  one  of  your  Directors. 

This  is  neither  the  time  nor  the  place  for 
lengthy  comment  upon  the  oflice  but  let  me 
remind  you  that  it  was  offered  to  me  when 
the  League  had  a  skeleton  organization,  that 
my  successor  will  find  a  large  and  growing 
bod}'  of  established  interests  and  activities. 
You  need  a  President  who  is  in  the  city  most 
d{  the  year,  I  am  in  New  York  a  shorter  time 
each  year,  and  I  feel  better  able  to  be  the 
Chairman  of  a  single  committee  and  to  serve 
the  city  through  the  narrower  channel,  than 
by  presiding  over  the  varied  and  rapidly 
multiplying  undertakings  of  so  large  a  society. 
I  do  not  feel  that  my  resignation  can  curb 
the  impetus  of  a  single  committee,  but  I  do 
feel  that  you  are  entitled  to  a  President  who 
will  not  be  frequently  absent  from  the  Central 
Committee  qieetings,  who  can  by  her  pres- 
ence share  the  responsibilities  which  arise 
as  our  work  develops. 

The  League's  Activities 
Against  White  Slave  Trade 

The  Secretary  reports  that  after  the  Cen- 
tral Committee  meeting  of  October  20th,  a 
letter  was  sent  to  the  Citizen's  Union  en- 
dorsing the  nomination  of  Mr.  Bannard  and 
the  Fusion  Ticket  and  a  letter  was  also  sent 


to  Street  Commissioner  Edwards  expressing 
approval  of  the  work  done  by  the  Street 
Cleaning  Dept.  in  keeping  the  streets  clean 
during  the  Hudson-Fulton  Celebration.  Mr. 
Lawrence  Veiller.  Director  of  the  Committee 
on  Prevention  of  Tuberculosis,  Charity  Or- 
ganization Society  requested  that  the  League 
write  to  the  Board  of  Estimate  and  Appor- 
tionment urging  the  appropriation  in  the 
Budget  asked  for  by  the  Health.  Department 
to  carry  on  the  work  for  the  prevention  of 
tuberculosis.  Letters  were  sent  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Board  of  Estimate  and  Apoor- 
tionment  to  that  effect.  Answers  to  all  of 
these  letters  were  received  at  the  office, 
thanking  us  for  our  interest. , 

After  having  attended  a  meeting  on  Thurs- 
dav.  October  21st,  at  which  Mr.  Tames  Bron- 
son  Pevnolds  spoke  on  the  White  Slave  Traf- 
fic, Miss  Dav  and  several  oth'^rs  ladies  were 
so  much  interested  that  thev  railed  an  inform- 
al meeting  at  the  League  Rooms  for  Sat- 
urdav,  Oct.  2.-^d.  at  12  o'clock,  to  discuss  the 
question.  Mr.  Revnolds  in  speaking  on  the 
subiect  urged  the  League  to  take  action  in 
the  matter,  if  ooss'ble.  before  election.  The 
sentiment  of  the  meeting  was  in  favor  of  an 
open  letter  of  protest  bein?  sent  to  the  Press 
from  the  women  of  New  York  signed  bv  200 
women  whose  names  were  to  be  obtained  bv 
the  League.  A  committee  consistin?  of  Miss 
Day  and  Miss  American  was  formed  to  con- 
fer with  Mr.  Reynolds  on  Mondav  afternoon, 
Oct.  25th.  as  to  the  form  of  the  'etter  to  be 
issued.  It  was  necessarv  to  obtain  the  con- 
sent of  the  members  of  the  Central  Com- 
mittee before  this  letter  could  be  sent  out 
under  the  auspices  of  The  Woman's  Munic- 
ipal League.  As  the  time  was  short,  each 
member  was  cal'ed  up  on  the  teleohone  and 
wherever  poss'b'e  the  vote  was  obtained  bv 
th^'s  means,  the  others  being  notified  bv  mail. 
The  consent  of  a'most  a'l  the  members  of 
Central  having  been  rece'ved  by  Mondav, 
the  'ists  were  made  out  and  the  letters  ad- 
dressed and  on  Mondav  afternoon  the  second 
meeting  was  held,  when  Mr.  RevnoMs'  letter 
was  read.  It  was  decided  that  Miss  Ameri- 
can, Mrs.  MacDougal'  and  the  Secretary 
should  preoare  the  final  draft  for  the  oress. 
This  was  done  by  working  unt"l  il  P.  M. 
Three  hundred  copies  of  the  open  'etter  to 
the  Press,  were  made  and  sent  out  enclosed 
with  which  was  the  letter  ask'ng  for  the 
signatu''es  and  a  postal  card  to  be  returned 
with  the  name  of  the  signer.  These 
letters  were  all  mailed  by  8:30  on  Tues- 
day night  from  the  office  and  by  Wednesday 
afternoon  we  had  received  over  one  hundred 
signatures  and  answers  by  wire,  postal,  and 
telephone.  By  9  P.  M.  Wednesday,  Mrs. 
Welton  and  the  Secretary,  with  the  usual 
office  force,  had  sent  out  copies  of  the  letter 
to  all  the  foreign  papers  published  in  New 
York  and  were  interviewed  bv  the  repre- 
sentatives of  most  of  the  prominent  paoers. 
A  list  of  over  one  hundred  names  of  prominent 
women  were  published  in  Thursday's  papers 
as  signers  of  the  letter  of  protest.  Many 


2 


signatures  were  not  obtained  in  time,  owing 
to  the  women  being  out  of  town,  but  they 
have  been  coming  in  steadily  ever  since  and 
our  lists  have  been  nearly  completed.  Among 
this  number  not  more  than  five  or  six  have 
signified  their  unwillingness  to  sign  and  in 
several  cases  not  only  interest  but  financial 
support  was  promised  to  carry  on  the  work. 
The  newspapers  were  with  but  one  exception, 
a  short  editorial  in  Friday's  Herald,  dis- 
tinctly favorable  and  editorials  in  the  Mail 
and  Evening  Sun  commented  on  the  moving 
appeal  made  by  the  women  of  New  York. 
The  Secretary  feels  that  it  is  onl>-  just  to  say 
that  the  work  undertaken  was  a  great  one, 
the  time  was  extremely  short,  and  the  success 
which  the  letter  met  with  in  the  Press  is 
evidenced  by  forty  clippings  sent  in  to  the 
League. 

In  addition  to  this,  the  Press  Manager  of 
the  Committee  of  lOO,  Mr.  Hammit,  in  com- 
menting on  the  letter,  expressed  his  opinion 
that  it  was  a  most  satisfactory  piece  of  work 
and  that  the  influence  of  the  letter  was  dis- 
tinctly beneficial  in  that  the  names  published 
carried  much  weight  with  the  community 
at  large. 

Various  applications  have  been  received 
at  the  office  to  join  the  League,  which  is 
another  indication  of  the  success  of  the  under- 
taking. A  contribution  of  $100.00  was  sent 
in  by  Mrs.  Aldrich,  which  enabled  the  office 
to  pay  all  expenses  connected  with  the  send- 
ing out  of  the  letter. 

A  conference  of  the  heads  of  various  or- 
ganizations was  called  under  the  auspices  of 
the  League  at  its  rooms  on  Tuesday  afternoon, 
November  gth.-^to  discuss  the  question  and 
formulate  plans  for  future  work.  About 
twenty-five  people  responded.  Mrs.  T.  R. 
French  opened  the  meeting  and  introduced 
Mrs.  E.  R.  Hewitt,  who  was  nominated  as 
Chairman,  with  Mrs.  Spencer  Welton  as 
Secretary. 

Informal  discussion  followed  and  various 
opinions  were  advanced  as  to  what  should  be 
the  plan  of  work.  It  was  finally  decided  that 
a  Committee  on  Organization  be  appointed 
and  Mrs.  Hewitt  was  named  as  chairman, 
this  Committee  to  report  back  to  the  Con- 
ference, at  a  meeting  to  be  called  at  a  future 
date. 

The  following  motion  was  made  and  car- 
ried: "that  the  Conference  ask  the  Woman's 
Municipal  League  to  send  a  letter  of  request 
to  all  organized  groups  of  women  (and  in- 
dividual women)  to  write  to  the  Mayor-elect, 
a  letter  asking  him  to  appoint  as  Police  Com- 
missioner a  man  able  and  strong  enough  to 
abolish,  so  far  as  possible,  the  White  Slave 
Traffic,  and  to  ask  all  writing  to  the  Mayor 
to  send  a  copy  of  the  letter  to  the  Woman's 
Municipal  League." 

This  letter  is  being  sent  out  and  further 
details  of  the  work  will  be  reported  very 
shortly. 

M.   Serena  Townsend,  Secretary. 


Treasurer's  Report 

The  League  has  gone  through  the  fiscal 
year  without  getting  in  debt,  supporting 
itself  on  what  has  been  brought  in  during 
this  year,  from  a  larger  increase  in  dues,  the 
profits  of  the  tea,  of  the  past  autumn,  and 
the  exertions  of  the  Ways  and  Means  Com- 
mittee this  summer. 

And  if  we  can  all  stand  together  and  work 
as  successfully  this  year,  our  finances  ought 
to  become  extremel>'  well  organized  and  satis- 
factory. It  is  especially  necessary  that  we 
grow  and  develop  and  that  we  should  real- 
ize more  and  more  clearly  the  trust  nature 
of  our  duties  and  that  every  woman  holding 
office  of  any  kind  in  the  League  feel  bound 
to  return  to  the  Public  a  dollar's  worth  of 
value,  in  work,  for  every  dollar  given  the 
League. 

I  report  with  pleasure  that  we  have  had 
four  new  life  members  this  year,  and  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  instructions,  suggested  by 
the  Board,  that  all  life  memberships  be  in- 
vested in  an  endowment  fund,  a  bond  of  the 
Reading  Railroad,  Gen.  4's  paying  interest, 
July  and  January,  has  been  purchased  for 
jSiooo,  leaving  $250  to  be  invested  as  soon 
as  we  get  other  life  memberships.  I  am  also 
glad  to  report  that  we  have  earned  $36  in 
interest,  by  centralizing  our  funds. 

We  are  particularly  anxious  to  secure 
many  yearly  $100  subscribers,  and  we  hope 
our  members  will  work  along  this  line. 

We  are  entering  upon  this  new  year  with 
a  small  surplus  from  last  year,  to  carry  us 
into  November,  but  we  shall  soon  have  to 
depend  upon  our  dues  and  subscriptions, 
augments  by  a  large  entertainment  to  fill 
the  gap  which  still  exists  between  dues  and 
expenses. 

We  have  paid  all  of  our  current  bills,  but 
there  is  still  outstanding,  the  old  printing 
bill  of  nearly  $300  dating  from  several  years 
ago,  and  for  the  creating  of  which  the  present 
administration  had  no  responsibility,  nat- 
urally, however,  everyone  interested  in  the 
good  name  of  the  League  wishes  to  clean  that 
oft,  and  we  hope  to  accomplish  it  little  by 
little.  The  Finance  Committee  has  met 
once  a  month  regularly  with  the  exception 
of  June,  July,  August,  and  September,  and 
although  its  functions  are  somewhat  un- 
certain, owing  to  the  present  chaotic  con- 
dition of  by-laws  and  charter,  yet  it  is 
capable  of  great  development  and  usefulness, 
in  regard  to  our  financial  affairs. 

In  closing  let  us  remind  ourselves  that 
only  as  we  do  our  own  business  well  have  we 
a  right  to  criticize  the  work  of  others  and  I 
urge  upon  us  all  a  renewed  endeavor  to  sup- 
port this  good  cause  to  the  best  of  our  ability. 

Let  me  thank  Mrs.  Butterworth  and  Mrs. 
Lung,  who  kindly  acted  as  official  treasurers 
during  my  absence  this  summer. 

K.  S.  Day,  Treasurer. 
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■'The  purpose  of  the  League  is  to  promote  among 
women  an  intelligent  interest  in  municipal  aflfairs,  and 
to  aid  in  securing  permanent,  good  government,  for  the 
City  .jf  New  Yoi  k  without  regard  to  partj'  or  sectional 
lines." 


All  public  spirited  women  are  urged  to 
join  the  League,  and  aid  in  the  great  work 
of  municipal  house-keeping.  For  further  in- 
formation and  application  for  membership 
apply  to  League  Headquarters,  19  East  26th 
Street,  New  York. 


OWING  to  the  extremely  limited 
space  in  The  Bulletin,  it  has 
been  necessary  this  month  to 
omit  the  regular,  branch  reports.  In- 
stead, for  the  first  time,  we  are  pub- 
lishing a  full  report  of  the  interesting 
work  done  in  Greenwich  and  Prospect 
Heights  Branches,  in  the  street  inves- 
tigation for  the  "Waring"  medals. 

This  is  a  work  every  member  of 
the  League  should  be  vitally  interest- 
ed in,  and  each  branch  when  they 
read  this  splendid  report,  should  bend 
every  effort  to  undertake  in  their 
branch,  the  same  work  w^hich  makes 
for  a  cleaner,  healthier  city. 


The  Consumers'  League  of  N.  Y. 
City  asks  us  again  this  year  to  re- 
mind our  readers  how  much  they  can 
express  Christmas  goodwill  by  doing 
their  Christmas  shopping  early. 

The  merchants  are  already  adver- 
tising holiday  goods.  They  do  their 
part.    Let  us  do  ours.    Begin  now. 


There  are  to  be  changes  made  in 
the  act  of  incorporation  to  enable  the 
League  to  add  to  their  Board  of 
Directors. 

Three  Hundred  New  Members 

The  Committee  on  general  membership 
submits  results  of  the  past  year's  work  to  date 
and  anticipates  reporting  a  still  more  satis- 
factory increase  in  membership  during  the 


coming  year. 

1908-1909. 

Flatbush  30 

Brooklyn  Heights  6 

Prospect  Heights  2 

Chelsea  30 

Greenwich  13 

Kip's  Bay  5 

Morrisania  5 

Murray  Hill  92 

Riverside  46 

Washington  Heights  16 

Washington  Heights,  InWood  9 

Richmond  2 

Out-of-town  8 

Bedford  i 

Yorkville  12 

Hudson  3 
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Louise  Warner,  Chairman. 

Tenements*  Committee 

The  Tenements  Committee  was  faithful 
in  meeting  upon  the  first  Friday  of  the  month 
from  November  to  May  inclusive. 

The  committee  during  the  fiscal  year  just 
closing  among  other  things  took  up  the  abuse 
of  soft  coal  which  in  cases  where  factories 
or  other  offenders  were  near  a  tenement 
house  made  the  latter  almost  uninhabitable. 

The  committee  was  successful  in  securing 
special  inspection  by  the  Tenement  House 
Dept.  in  some  twenty  violations  of  the  law, 
with  the  result  that  all  of  the  cases  which 
were  suitable  for  the  Tenement  Dept.  were 
put  in  line  for  correction. 

The  most  brilliant  thing  accomplished  by 
the  committee  with  the  assistance  of  the 
Secretary,  during  the  year  was  the  public 
meeting  of  the  League  held  in  May,  with  the 
largest  audience  of  the  year,  at  which  all 
sides  of  the  tenement  question  and  the  hous- 
ing of  the  poor  were  considered.  The  League 
was  addressed  by  Dr.  Elgin  R.  L.  Gould, 
Rev.  Hugh  Brickhead,  Miss  Dinwiddie  and 
Miss  Gertrude  Barnum. 

The  outcome  of  this  meeting  were  letters 
of  approval  in  the  papers  and  much  interest 
manifested  in  other  directions. 

We  hope  for  substantial  results  in  the  way 
of  more  model  tenements  in  Manhattan  and 
Brooklyn  than  exist  now.  The  rest  of  our 
work  will  continue  on  the  same  lines  as  here- 
tofore. 

Helen  M.  French,  Chairman. 
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Report  of  Street  Investigation  for 
"Waring"  Medals 

PLAN  OF  WORK.  On  April  15th  I  be- 
gan this  work,  following  the  lines  of  the  pre- 
vious year,  namely,  marking  all  the  drivers 
and  sweepers  whose  method  of  work,  treat- 
ment of  horses,  manners,  habits,  appearance, 
etc.,  came  up  to  a  certain  standard  of  ex- 
cellence and  marking  these  men  on  a  rating 
of  8%  to  10  %,  this  latter  percentage  repre- 
senting the  highest  standard. 

SECTIONS.  It  is  perhaps  well  to  explain 
here  that  Greenwich  District  is  made  up  of 
five  Sections,  each  section  having  its  own 
difficulties  to  overcome  in  the  way  of  traffic 
conditions,  market  conditions,  sweat  shops, 
push  carts,  unclean  nationalities,  etc.,  and  a 
knowledge  of  these  conditions  is  one  of  the 
most  essential  requisites  of  an  investigator  in 
order  to  carry  on  the  work  in  a  correct,  impar- 
tial manner. 

REMEDIES  FOR  DIRTY  STREETS. 
I  was  a  very  short  time  investigating  when  it 
became  perfectly  clear  to  me  that  the  method 
I  was  using  could  be  improved  upon,  with 
much  larger  and  better  results  so  far  as  the 
cleaning  of  our  streets  was  concerned.  This 
method  was  all  right  for  marking  men  for 
medals,  the  "Good  men"  as  we  called  them, 
but  I  found  so  many  very  dirty  streets  and 
so  many  careless,  indifferent  men  that  it  be- 
came very  apparent  to  me  that  the  Woman's 
Municipal  League  had  a  great  opportunity 
to  be  of  untold  service  to  the  City  of  New  York 
by  helping  to  clean  the  very  worst  streets 
in  Greenwich  District  and  inspiring  in  these 
careless  men  an  interest  in  their  work  at  the 
same  time  showing  them  how  they  could 
improve  same.  This  matter  appealed  to  me 
so  strongly  that  I  took  it  up  with  our  chair- 
man, and  she  saw  the  necessity  of  this  work 
so  clearly  that  for  the  months  of  May  and 
August  she  defrayed  my  expenses  personally 
for  spending  two  extra  hours  per  day  on  the 
dirty  streets  of  (ireenwich  District. 

METHOD  OF  WORK.  In  cleaning  up 
these  dirty  streets  and  in  fact  following  up 
the  clean  streets  and  good  men,  too,  I  called 
on  the  foreman  of  each  section,  explaining 
to  him  the  object  of  my  investigation,  asking 
his  aid  and  co-operation.  I  found  this  plan 
worked  most  admirably,  as  in  every  instance 
the  men  treated  me  courteously  and  gave 
me  information  that  I  could  not  have  ob- 
tained from  my  own  observation.  These 
men  all  appreciate  in  the  highest  degree  the 
distribution  of  these  medals  and  are  unani- 
mous in  saving  THAT  THE  WOMAN'S 
MUNICIPAL  LEAGUE  IS  THE  FIRST 
ORGANIZATION  TO  TAKE  A  DEEP, 
PRACTICAL  INTEREST  IN  THE 
STREET  CLEANING  DEPARTMENT. 
After  going  through  the  section  several  times 
with  the  Section  Foreman,  I  took  six  of  the 
dirtiest  streets  I  could  find  in  each  section  and 
inspected  each  street  twice  daily,  spending 
one  week  in  each  section,  making  my  in- 
spection at  odd  days  and  hours,  as  it  did  not 


seem  well  to  me  for  the  men  to  know  just 
when  to  expect  me.  I  talked  with  the  men 
about  the  medals,  told  them  how  much  bet- 
ter work  they  could  do  and  in  many  in- 
stances showed  them  a  much  better  and 
easier  way  to  do  their  work.  One  of  the 
greatest  drawbacks  to  the  work  is  the  poor 
sweeping  these  men  do,  and  one  of  my  strong- 
est recommendations  is  a  School  of  In- 
struction for  Sweepers,  which  will  be  fully 
explained  at  the  close  of  this  Report.  I 
found  very  often  that  there  were  many  con- 
ditions hampering  the  work  that  could  be 
remedied,  some  of  which  were  as  follows: 

CANS.  Many  of  the  sweepers  did  not 
seem  to  have  enough  Cans  or  Carriers  as 
they  call  them  to  empty  their  household 
cans  in.  The  general  allowance  to  each 
sweeper  is  five  cans,  but  in  many  cases  I 
found  men  who  claimed  they  had  only  two 
or  three  and  sometimes  one.  This  com- 
pelled them  to  sweep  piles  of  rubbish  in  the 
gutters  to  wait  until  the  driver  appeared 
when  they  would  shovel  it  in  his  wagon.  In 
nine  cases  out  of  ten  these  piles  would  be 
swept  over  the  clean  street  again,  either  by 
the  wind,  horses,  children,  etc.,  leaving  the 
street  in  a  much  worse  condition  than  before 
it  was  swept  and  resulting  in  a  great  loss  of 
time  on  the  part  of  the  sweepers.  This  was 
one  of  the  first  matters  I  brought  to  the  Com- 
missioner's attention,  to  whom  I  wrote 
specifying  the  places  these  shortages  of  cans 
occurred.  The  Commissioner  responded  at 
once,  thanking  me  for  calling  his  attention 
to  the  matter,  sending  more  cans  to  each 
section  and  at  the  present  time  I  believe  the 
equipment  of  cans  in  Greenwich  District 
is  all  that  is  necessary. 

BROOMS.  The  same  difficulty  that  ap- 
plies to  cans  applies  to  brooms.  I  found 
men  working  with  brooms  with  which  no  one 
could  sweep  and  some  of  them  did  not  seem 
to  know  the  difference  between  a  good  and 
bad  broom.  In  one  section  that  employs 
thirty-nine  sweepers  I  did  not  see  one  whole 
broom.  This  matter  I  also  brought  to  the 
Commissioner's  attention,  and  it  wa«  at  once 
remedied. 

POOR  SWEEPING.  As  stated  above,  one 
of  the  greatest  hinderances  to  clean  streets 
is  the  improper  way  these  men  sweep,  it 
not  being  at  all  uncommon  to  see  them  sweep- 
ing against  the  wind,  up  hill,  and  in  fact  any 
way  but  the  right  way.  I  do  not  believe 
that  out  of  the  one  hundred  and  seventy-five 
sweepers  employed  in  Greenwich  District 
there  are  twenty-five  that  sweep  properly. 
I  do  not  believe  the  importance  of  this  is 
appreciated  by  the  Department,  and  it 
would  seem  as  "Municipal  Housekeepers" 
we  should  see  to  it  that  these  men  were  in- 
structed in  the  proper  manner  of  sweeping 
and  this  can  be  accomplished  by  the  adop- 
tion of  a  recommendation  which  will  be 
found  below. 


COMMISSIONER'S  HELP.  I  wish  to 
acknowledge  in  this  report  the  courtesy  I 
have  received  from  our  Commissioner,  Mr. 
William  H.  Edwards.  From  the  beginning 
to  the  close  of  my  work  he  has  shown  me 
every  possible  courtesy  and  has  corrected 
every  evil  I  have  brought  to  his  attention. 
This  feeling  has  been  transmitted  to  his  sub- 
ordinates and  I  also  wish  to  express  my  ap- 
preciation of  the  help  I  have  had  from  them, 
without  which  I  am  sure  I  could  not  have 
accomplished  what  I  have.  Mr.  Edwards 
has  endeared  himself  to  the  drivers  and 
sweepers  by  the  actual  interest  he  has  taken 
in  their  welfare.  For  the  first  time  in  the 
history  of  the  Department,  these  men  have 
had  a  week's  vacation,  which  is  an  absolute 
necessity.  Then,  during  our  late  celebration, 
the  Commissioner  saw  to  it  that  each  man 
had  tickets  and  time  to  allow  him  to  take  his 
family  to  some  part  of  the  celebration.  In 
the  Souvenir  book  printed  after  the  parade 
last  Spring  there  is  a  letter  written  by  the 
Commissioner  commending  the  men  on  their 
work  and  thanking  them  for  making  the 
parade  such  a  success,  and  inspiring  them 
with  the  importance  of  their  work.  I  do 
not  believe  there  is  a  sweeper  or  driver  that 
can  read  that  has  not  read  that  letter  and 
scores  of  them  have  told  me  about  it.  I  cite 
these  instances  because  they  are  so  unusual 
and  have  such  a  good  influence  over  the  men 
and  also  for  the  reason  that  I  believe  Com- 
missioner Edwards  will  appreciate  and  co- 
operate with  any  movement  that  will  tend 
to  elevate  and  improve  the  Street  Cleaning 
Department. 

LEAGUE'S  USEFULNESS  OUT- 
LINED. Before  presenting  the  recommenda- 
tions which  are  the  result  of  my  investiga- 
tion, I  wish  to  say  to  the  members  of  The 
Woman's  Municipal  League  that  while  I 
believe  the  work  done  this  summer  has  only 
been  pioneer  work,  if  it  is  followed  up  along 
broad,  thorough,  systematic  lines  the  very 
best  results  will  be  shown  in  the  way  of 
cleaner  streets  with  a  consequent  healthier 
atmosphere,  in  the  men's  higher  attitude 
and  interest  in  their  work  and  in  the  in- 
creased* importance  and  usefulness  of  the 
Woman's  Municipal  League  in  the  Street 
Cleaning  Department  of  New  York  City. 
There  is  no  other  City  Department  that 
offers  the  League  an  equal  opportunity  of 
becoming  a  strong,  leading  factor  in  its  work, 
and  I  believe  that  the  health  of  our  city,  the 
appearance  of  our  streets  and  the  uplifting 
of  the  character  of  this  work  to  its  proper 
importance,  all  demand  that  the  Woman's 
Municipal  League  take  up  very  strongly 
the  matter  of  clean  streets  in  their  particular 
Districts.  This  work,  however,  cannot  be 
done  intermittently,  and  it  should  be  done 
twelve  months  in  the  year  instead  of  three 
or  six  as  constant  vigilance  is  the  strongest 
factor  in  making  the  work  a  success. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  make  the  follow- 
ing recommendations,  which  if  adopted  will 


make  for  cleaner  and  healthier  streets  in 
our  City: 

FIRST.  SCHOOL  OF  INSTRUCTION 
FOR  SWEEPERS. 

This  is  most  important  for  the  reason 
that  one  man  sweeping  properly  can  ac- 
complish more  work  with  better  results  than 
three  men  sweeping  the  wrong  way.  Some 
plan  for  this  school  can  be  drawn  up  by  the 
i^eague  and  submitted  to  the  Commissioner 
for  his  consideration.  No  sweeper  should 
be  allowed  to  go  on  duty  until  he  knows  how 
to  do  his  work.  In  addition  to  the  general 
improvement  of  the  work  generally,  this 
school  would  have  the  tendency  to  make  the 
men  realize  the  importance  of  what  they  were 
doing  and  I  would  suggest  that  they  should 
be  taught  some  simple  principles  concerning 
the  danger  of  unclean  streets  as  well  as  a 
practical  knowledge  of  the  manner  of  sweep- 
ing properly. 

SECOND.  CLEANSING  OF  CARRIERS 
During  all  my  investigation  I  have  not 
found  any  fixed  system  of  cleansing  these 
carriers.  These  are  the  cans  the  men  empty 
the  household  cans  in  and  their  contents  are 
afterwards  transferred  to  the  garbage 
wagon.  At  the  close  of  the  day's  work  they 
are  brought  in  the  section  room  and  left 
there  until  the  following  morning.  Of  course, 
they  are  cleaned  sometimes,  but  there  is  no 
system  about  it.  As  can  easily  be  under- 
stood, they  are  very  hotbeds  of  germs  and 
microbes  of  all  kinds  and  a  rule  should  be 
instituted  for  having  them  thoroughly 
cleansed  and  sterilized  every  24  hours.  This 
can  be  easily  done  with  boiling  water  and 
some  strong  germicide. 

THIRD.    "WARING"  LEAGUES  IN 
PUBLIC  SCHOOLS. 

During  my  work  this  summer  I  have  come 
in  touch  with  Mr.  Simon,  the  gentleman  who 
organized  the  "Waring"  Leagues,  in  the  Pub- 
lic Schools.  Mr.  Simon,  is  very  willing  to 
take  up  this  work  for  the  League  and  I 
think  that  it  would  be  an  important  adjunct 
to  our  work  in  the  Street  Cleaning  Depart- 
ment, as  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  estab- 
lishing of  these  Leagues  in  our  schools  will 
arouse  an  interest  in  the  children  towards 
keeping  our  streets  clean. 

PENSION  BILL.  For  over  8  years  the 
matter  of  Pensions  for  the  uniformed  force 
of  the  Street  Cleaning  Department  has  been 
agitated,  and  while  a  great  deal  of  work  has 
been  done  the  Legislature  has  not  passed  the 
Bill.  There  is  no  class  of  men  who  need  a 
pension  more  than  the  members  of  the  Street 
Cleaning  Department,  as  their  work  re- 
quires them  to  be  on  the  streets  at  all  times, 
exposed  to  all  kinds  of  weather  and  yet  there 
is  no  provision  of  any  kind  made  for  those 
who  are  injured  and  in  many  cases  rendered 
perfectly  useless  through  the  performance 
of  their  duties.  It  is  simply  stating  a  fact 
to  say  that  this  is  the  hardest  worked  and 
poorest  paid  department  in  the  city.  The 
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average  lif^of  a  driver  or  sweeper  is  15  years 
in  the  service,  which  leaves  him  no  chance  to 
provide  for  old  age,  illness,  etc.  When  it  is 
considered  that  fully  50%  of  the  drivers  and 
sweepers  of  the  Street  Cleaning  Department 
die  either  from  disease  or  injuries  received 
through  the  service  the  necessity  for  this 
Pension  Bill  is  very  plain.  It  is  the  general 
opinion  of  those  in  a  position  to  judge  that 
if  this  bill  became  a  law,  a  better  class  of 
men  would  be  attracted  to  the  Department 
with  a  great  improvement  to  the  service. 
It  is  proposed  to  raise  the  monev  for  this 
Age  and  Disability  Pension  Fund  from  an 
assessment  of  3%  on  the  wages  of  employees 
and  from  Department  Privileges  from  which 
a  revenue  is  derived,  such  as  Scow  Trimming, 
Ashes  and  Dump  Privileges,  Sale  of  In- 
cumbrances and  Redemptions,  Fines,  etc., 
from  which  a  ven,-  large  revenue  is  derived. 
Here  is  an  opportunity'  for  the  Woman's 
Municipal  League  to  use  all  their  influence 
in  an  excellent  cause  and  I  trust  they  will  be 
able  to  accomplish  what  the  members  of  the 
Department  have  been  tr>ang  to  do  for  so 
long  a  time. 

HERNIA.  During  my  investigation  my 
attention  has  been  attracted  to  the  drivers 
of  ash  carts  who  seem  to  be  laboring  from 
some  physical  infirmitv.  My  experience 
as  a  nurse  led  me  to  believe  that  these  men 
were  suflFering  from  Hernia  or  Rupture  of  the 
Intestines  and  upon  questioning  them  I 
found  it  to  be  the  case,  and  that  from  10%  to 
20%  of  the  ash  cart  drivers  suff^er  from  this 
complaint.  This  means  a  very  miserable 
existence  to  a  man  and  finally  complete 
helplessness.  The  cause  of  this  complaint 
is  the  heavy  ash  cans  which  they  are  com- 
pelled to  lift  on  the  wagon,  in  doing  which 
they  strain  their  muscles.  The  present  size 
of  the  average  ash  can  is  2^  cubic  feet  by  14 
inches  diameter.  Dry  ashes  will  weigh  about 
60  lbs.  to  the  cubic  foot,  so  that  a  can  of  this 
size  when  full  will  weigh  150  lbs.  and,  of 
course,  when  these  ashes  are  wet  the  weight 
is  materially  increased.  Anyone  can  un- 
derstand the  strain  on  the  muscles  in  lifting 
150  lbs.  or  over  to  the  height  of  an  ash  cart 
many  times  a  day.  The  only  solution  to  this 
problem  is  the  reduction  of  the  ash  can,  to 
one  half  the  size  of  the  present  can  and  I 
recommend  most  strongly  to  the  members 
of  the  Woman's  Municipal  League  that  they 
present  a  petition  to  the  Commissioner  to  the 
effect  that  he  issue  a  letter  to  all  house- 
holders asking  them  to  buy  smaller  and 
lighter  cans.  If  this  were  done  we  would 
have  better  service,  as  the  men  could  empty 
these  smaller  cans  more  readily  and  it  has 
been  accurately  estimated  that  each  man 
could  make  one  more  collection  per  day  than 
at  present.  I  trust  the  members  of  the 
W  Oman's  Municipal  League  will  take  up 
this  matter  ven,'  seriously,  and  remedy  this 
evil. 

Eleanor  M.  Whaley,  Investigator. 


Report  of  Street  Investigation  for 
"Waring"  medals  in  Brooklyn 
Heights  District 

On  June  15th  last  I  began  this  work,  carry- 
ing it  along  the  same  lines  I  had  used  in 
Greenwich  District. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  work,  Mrs.  War- 
dell  and  I  called  on  the  Deputy  Superintend- 
ent Mr.  Murphy,  and  District  Supt.,  Mr. 
Asip,  to  whom  we  explained  the  object  of 

this  investigation.  We  were  treated  very 
courteously  and  Mr.  Asip  introduced  me  to 
all  the  Section  Foremen,  requesting  them  to 
afford  me  all  the  help  they  could.  There 
are  six  of  these  sections  in  the  district, 
each  having  a  section  foreman  who  pointed 
out  to  me  the  good  streets  and  the  bad  streets 
and  explained  to  me  the  difficulties  they  had 
to  overcome.  After  going  through  the  sec- 
tion with  the  foreman  I  inspected  these 
streets  myself,  taking  a  week  for  each  section 
and  at  the  end  of  six  weeks  I  made  a  general 
revision  of  my  work.  I  worked  this  way  from 
June  15th  until  August  15th  and  then  worked 
from  Sept.  15th  until  October  15th.,  which 
finished  my  investigation,  having  spent  three 
months  in  Greenwich  and  three  months  in 
Brooklyn  Heights  District.  This  work  was 
divided  into  morning  and  afternoon  periods, 
care  being  taken  not  to  visit  the  same  street 
at  the  same  hour  twice,  in  order  that  the 
men  would  not  know  when  to  expect  me. 
One  great  drawback  to  the  results  of  the 
work  was  the  amount  of  time  allotted,  as 
the  territory  of  Brooklyn  Heights  District 
is  so  large  I  could  have  spent  twice  as  much 
time  as  I  had  at  my  disposal.  In  addition 
to  marking  the  men  for  good  work,  as  far  as 
possible  I  talked  to  the  indifferent  men  and 
tried  to  inspire  them  with  an  interest  in  their 
work  and  this  is  where  the  real  fruits  of  an 
investigation  comes  in.  taking  an  interest  in 
the  dirty  streets,  calling  the  Commissioner's 
attention  to  lack  of  brooms,  carriers,  etc., 
and  talking  with  the  men,  letting  them  know 
you  are  inspecting  their  work  and  are  looking 
for  an  improvement  in  same.  But  none  of 
this  can  be  done  in  four  hours  per  day  and 
the  best  one  can  do  in  that  amount  of  time 
is  to  keep  track  of  the  really  good  men  who 
are  working  for  the  medals. 

RESULTS  OF  WORK.  Outside  of  keep- 
ing my  list  of  medal  men  and  following  up  their 
work  closely,  I  was  able  to  do  very  little  in 
the  way  of  cleaning  up  streets.  In  the  be- 
ginning of  the  work,  however,  my  attention 
was  called  to  several  evils  that  had  existed 
for  some  time  on  Brooklyn  Heights,  among 
which  was  a  nuisance  existing  at  the  St. 
George  Hotel  in  the  way  of  garbage  being 
spilled  in  the  area  and  garbage  cans  allowed 
to  stand  there.  Regarding  this,  it  is  neces- 
sar\^  to  understand  that  there  is  a  very  large 
output  of  garbage  from  this  hotel  and  it  is 
necessary  to  make  several  collections  there. 
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I  investigated  this  nuisance  and  I  recom- 
mended, first,  that  they  employ  a  special 
man  to  look  after  this  garbage  and  use  more 
cans,  so  as  not  to  overflow  the  cans  and, 
second,  that  after  the  garbage  had  been  col- 
lected this  area  be  flushed  with  hot,  soapy 
water  which  would  remove  all  stains  and 
odors  from  this  area.  This  suggestion  was 
followed  out  and  during  my  investigation 
this  summer  I  have  been  very  pleased  to 
notice  the  marked  improvement  in  this  place. 
Other  places  to  which  my  attention  was 
called  were  Love  Lane  and  College  Place. 
All  Brooklyn  Heights  people  know  the  con- 
dition these  places  have  been  in  for  years  and  I 
suppose  I  'do  not  need  to  call  your  attention 
to  the  improvement  in  same.  I  took  this 
matter  up  with  Mr.  Asip,  the  Superintendent 
of  Brooklyn  Heights  District  and  he  prom- 
ised me  that  he  would  put  the  machine,  by 
which  I  mean  the  sweeper  that  is  attached 
to  a  frame  and  harnessed  to  a  horse,  in  there 
twice  a  week  and  in  that  manner  keep  it  as 
clean  as  possible.  Now  that  this  place  is 
asphalted  it  will  be  much  easier  to 
keep  clean  than  formerly  and  I  have  been 
told  on  the  best  of  authority  that  this  street 
investigation  has  been  one  of  the  causes  that 
led  up  to  this  improvement.  These  two 
instances  serve  to  show  how  much  good 
could  be  accomplished  if  an  investigator  had 
the  time  to  investigate  evils  and  bring  them 
to  the  attention  of  the  proper  person. 

Before  presenting  to  your  consideration 
the  recommendations  which  are  the  result 
of  my  investigation  and  best  judgment,  I 
wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the  members  of 
the  League  to  a  fact  which  has  been  very 
noticeable  to  me  during  this  work,  namely,  the 
difference  between  the  drivers  of  Greenwich 
District  and  those  of  Brooklyn  Heights  Dis- 
trict, very  much  to  the  latter's  credit.  The 
Brooklyn  Heights  drivers  are  very  superior 
in  every  way  to  those  in  Greenwich  in  the 
care  of  their  horses,  their  method  of  work, 
habits,  etc.  Out  of  a  list  of  sixty-five  driv- 
ers in  Greenwich  District  I  have  an  Honor 
List  of  ten,  while  from  the  same  number  of 
drivers  in  Brooklyn  Heights  District  I  have 
an  Honor  List  of  thirty,  just  three  times  as 
man}'.  One  of  the  causes  contributing  to 
this  improvement  in  my  opinion  is  the  dis- 
tribution of  medals  in  Brooklyn.  Mrs.  Vie- 
tor,  one  of  our  members,  is  most  active  in 
this  work  and  her  influence  in  the  stables 
she  visits  is  very  marked.  These  men  all 
appreciate  any  kindness  that  is  shown  them 
and  I  believe  that  every  "Medal  man"  feels 
the  importance  and  honor  conferred  upon 
him. 

Eleanor  M.  Whaley,  Investigator. 

Report  of  the 

Ways  and  Means  Committee 

Little  further  is  left  to  report  in  regard  to 
the  work  of  the  Ways  and  Means  Committee 
after  what  has  been  so  well  expressed  by  Miss 
Townsend  and  Mrs.  Butterworth  in  the  issue 
of  the  Bulletin  of  October. 


The  necessity  of  a  Ways  and  Means  Com- 
mittee arose  from  the  necessity  the  League 
felt  for  larger  funds.  One  cannot  make 
"bricks  without  straw,"  nor  can  one  do  large 
and  eff^ective  work  without  money  and  it 
should  be  the  concern  of  every  interested 
member  of  the  League  to  give,  not  only  her 
strength,  but  her  influence  in  enlarging  the 
bank  account  of  the  League,  that  our  work 
may  not  be  hampered  by  the  inevitable 
"bread  and  butter"  question. 

The  Ways  and  Means  Committee  has  spent 
$ioo.6i  and  has  raised  $766.00  and  the  bal- 
ance is  now  on  hand.  The  appeal  sent  out 
emphasized  two  distinct  points  of  work  for 
the  League  and  the  Chairman  of  the  Ways 
and  Means  -Committee  respectfully  urges 
these  as  well  as  a  third  issue  upon  your  con- 
sideration. 

The  points  of  appeal  were  for  work  along 
the  lines  of  Tenement  House  Improvement 
and  for  more  eff"ective  co-operation  between 
the  Street  Department,  the  Police  Depart- 
ment and  the  Magistrates. 

The  first  does  not  require  any  explanation, 
but  the  suggestion  regarding  co-operation 
between  the  Streets,  Police  and  Magistrates 
is  one,  which  it  would  be  well  for  the  League 
to  consider  in  all  its  Streets  Work. 

The  other  issue  to  which  I  refer  is  that 
brought  up  lately  by  the  Campaign  in  regard 
to  the  White  Slave  Traffic,  and  if  I  may  be 
permitted,  I  would  urge  this  most  sincerely 
and  most  earnestly  upon  your  consideration. 
In  my  opinion,  no  money  can  be  better  spent 
than  by  doing  what  we  could  in  regard  to 
this  frightful  condition  which  undoubtedly 
exists,  which,  with  equal  surety,  is  increasing, 
and  which  is  beyond  all  words  horrible  and 
to  be  deplored. 

A.  F.  MacDougall,  Chairman. 

The  Nominating  Committee 

The  Nominating  Committee  held  three 
meetings,  members  present,  Mrs.  Mount, 
Mrs.  Montague,  Mrs.  Backus,  and  Mrs.  Dike, 
Miss  Day  excused,  present  by  courtesy.  Miss 
Townsend. 

The  committee  found  that  the  second 
clause  of  Article  V.  of  the  constitution  made 
the  amendment  of  the  first  clause  inoperative, 
and  therefore  recommend  a  revision  of  the 
by-laws  and  an  examination  of  the  charter 
by  the  Com.  on  Revision,  to  the  end  that  they 
may  be  made  consistent,  and  if  possible,  that 
vice-presidents  and  honorary  vice-presidents 
may  be  added  to  the  governing  board. 

It  is  recommended  that  Mr.  Robert  de 
Forrest  be  asked  to  act  as  legal  adviser  of  the 
League.  The  committee  put  in  nomination 
for  vice-president,  Mrs.  French;  secretary. 
Miss  Townsend;  recording  secretary,  Mrs. 
Loomis;  treasurer,  Miss  Day. 

Directors  for  1909,  Mrs.  Jackson,  Mrs. 
Longfellow,  Mrs.  MacDougall,  Mrs.  Wendell. 

Directors  for  1910,  Mrs.  Richard  Aldrich 
to  fill  Mrs.  Freeman's  place. 

Directors  for  191 1,  Miss  Edith  Kendall  to 
complete  the  term  of  the  director  for  whom 
she  was  substituted. 
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NEXT.  PUBLIC  MEETING 


The  regular  monthly  meeting  of  the  Woman's  Municipal  League,  to  which 
all  members  and  their  friends  are  invited,  will  tal^e  place  at  the  headquarters 
of  the  League,  1 9  East  26th  Street,  on  Thursday,  December  16th, 
at  1 1  a.  m. 

The  subject  of  the  day  will  be  announced  in  the  daily  papers. 


We  present  the  names  of  Mrs.  Nathan, 
Mrs.  E.  R.  L.  (^ould,  Mrs.  Henry  X^illard, 
Mrs.  Percival  Knauth,  Mrs.  Charles  Park- 
hurst,  Mrs.  James  Reynolds,  Mrs.  Andrew 
Zabriskie,  Mrs.  W.  H.  Schieffelin  as  active 
and  honorary  vice-presidents  as  soon  as  it 
ma\'  be  made  constitutional  to  make  them  so. 
Harriet  Innis  Backus,  Chairman. 

Report  of  Fountain  Committee 

Each  Spring  your  committee  on  fountains 
tries  to  procure  a  new  list  of  names  as  re- 
cipients of  our  circulars  petitioning  for  funds 
for  the  season.  This  year  we  borrowed  the 
Charity  Organization's  list  adding  to  it  some 
6oo  names,  about  2500  in  all.  In  response  we 
received  donations  from  29  persons,  amount- 
ing to  $2 12.00.  This  might  seem  a  discourag- 
ing result,  as  circulars,  stamped  envelopes 
and  addressing  cost  $78.88;  but  in  such 
general  advertisement  we  usually  interest 
one  or  more  persons  to  give  a  whole  fountain 
and  such  was  the  case  this  summer.  In 
July  I  received  a  letter  of  inquiry  as  to  cost 
etc.  of  a  fountain  from  a  New  Yorker,  Miss 
Laurita  Leland,  spending  the  summer  at 
Onteora.  Not  only  did  she  give  a  memorial 
fountain  to  "Charles  Frothingham"  but  she 
interested  friends,  so  that  several  agreed  to 
give  another  one  to  be  known  as  the  Onteora 
Club  Fountain.  The  first  fountain  is  favor- 
ably located  at  a  Bohemian  Mission  Church 
at  347  East  74th  St.  The  site  for  the  Ont- 
eora Club  Fountain  has  not  yet  been  decided 
on  as  it  was  promised  so  late  in  the  season 
that  it  was  not  possible  to  install  it  before 
cold  weather.  It  will  however  be  in  readi- 
ness when  the  season  opens  next  Spring. 
This  summer  we  adopted  a  fountain  located 
at  the  Warren  Goddard  Settlement  House 
at  248  East  34th  St.  A  member  of  that 
Association,  Miss  Ellen  J.  Stone,  agreed  to 
furnish  the  ice  for  an  old  fountain  placed 
there,  but  running  irregularly,  provided  that 
we  take  it  under  our  supervision.  Upon 
examination,  however,  we  found  that  the 
fountain  was  a  very  archaic  one,  so  small 
that  it  would  onl\-  hold  ice  sufficient  to  keep 
the  water  cold  six  hours.  The  plumber  said 
it  would  cost  S80  to  make  a  larger  box 
and  the  necessary  changes  in  the  plumbing. 
The  donor  of  the  ice  promptly  agreed  to 
pay  for  half  of  these  alterations  and  mem- 
bers of  the  Fountain  Committee^  paid  the 


remainder.  Then  we  took  it  under  our 
official  wing,  well  satisfied,  because  we  shall 
have  the  intelligent  co-operation  of  the  head- 
worker  and  a  very  efficient  janitor. 

Early  in  the  history  of  the  fountain  work, 
we  had  an  interested  member  in  Miss  Julia 
Ruggles.  She  was  not  with  us  long,  however, 
before  she  became  interested  in  raising  funds 
for  a  special  fountain  from  contributions 
given  largely  by  children.  Her  plan  was  to 
erect  a  large  and  ornamental  affair  to  cost 
Siooo,  but  she  did  not  live  to  carry  out  this 
noble  desire.  The  funds  at  her  fleath  amount- 
ed to  S328  and  were  placed  in  charge  of  the 
Woman's  Municipal  League.  This  -Spring 
with  the  cordial  approval  of  her  sister,  it  was 
decided  to  use  the  money  for  one  of  our  regular 
fountains  with  a  memorial  tablet  to  her  mem- 
ory. A  most  ideal  home  was  found  for  it  at 
the  Alfred  Corning  Clark  Neighborhood 
House  at  283  Rivington  St.,  where  it  will  be 
maintained  by  the  institution.  The  hand- 
some brass  tablet  bears  the  following: 

"In    loving  memorv 
of 

Julia  Ruggles 
Erected  by  Children 
who  loved  her." 

These  comprise  all  the  new  fountains,  but 
as  usual  in  the  instability  of  New  York  con- 
ditions, we  have  to  report  a  removal.  The 
Charles  Mcintosh  Hunter  Fo  mtain  has  been 
moved  from  the  Italian  Benevolent  Insti- 
tution to  St.  Cyprians  Parish  House,  175 
W.  63d  St.  This  is  the  Mission  where  the 
colored  minister.  Rev.  J.  W.  Johnson,  has 
done  such  remarkable  work  among  his  own 
race,  and  built  up  so  large  and  flourishing  a 
parish. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  he  will  be  equally 
zealous  for  the  welfare  of  this  fountain  so 
generously  supported  b\-  Mrs.  Andrew  C. 
Zabriskie,  who  cheerfulh'  met  the  large  ex- 
pense of  its  removal.  One  of  our  oldest 
fountains  with  a  fine  record  of  usefulness  at 
the  Sea  and  Land  Church.  61  Henn.'  St.  has 
been  out  of  commission  this  season,  owing 
to  extensive  changes  in  the  building.  These 
necessitate  the  removal  of  the  fountain  to 
the  Market  St.  side  of  the  church,  but  again 
we  ha\e  a  generous  donor  in  Mr.  J.  Clifford 
Woodhull,  who  will  pay  for  the  reinstalla- 
tion next  season. 
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